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We are pleased to introduce you to SHORE LINES, a new quarterly 

publication of your Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association. 

We will be trying to better inform the lake community regarding 

past, current y and future activities of interest. We are cer

tainly fortunate to have such an excellent asset in terms of 

our clear waters, our interesting shoreline, and the many year 

round recreational opportunities near Lauderdale. Your Lake 

Association has been actively working to protect and improve 

these resources since 1902. 

In the early days, efforts focused on stump removal, clearing a 

boat path to the "Bubbling Springs", annual stocking of the lakes 

with fish, and lake level control. The stumps were, of course v 

present in the shallow waters due to the construction of a mill 

spillway at the out flowage from the lakes - on Mill Lake. Over 

the years, the challenges and opportunities have spanned a wide 

spectrum of issues. By pooling the property owners' resources, 

much was accomplished. Certainly the future holds the promise 

of continuing rewards as we work together to preserve the best 

and improve the less desirable attributes of our lake community. 

We welcome your letters and comments. We will try to feature 

subjects of general interest in these pages. We certainly want 

to know what our property owners think - what they feel is highest 

priority. Certainly the pressing issues that continued growth 

and development of the Lake community will bring upon us will 

keep us challenged in the years ahead. Furthermore, your officers 

and directors would like to personally discuss any lake matter 

with you which you feel needs our collective energies for solu

tion. Please don't keep your thoughts to yourself. We can all 

help each other. Give us a call. 
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President John A. Sarena c Jr. LL-815 

Vice President Robert E. Wellman LL-308 

Assistant Vice 
President Gerald To Petersen LL-116/117 

Secretary-Treasurer Laurel Eo Gillogly LL-92 

SHORE LINES will be published under the guidance of the Associa

tion's Publicity Committee. Current membership includes: 

Richard Irving, Jr. LL-777 

Jon Jacobson LL-826 

Jay King LL<-119 

Dorothy Lidbury LL-780 

Gloria Neptune LL-355/355A 

Gerald Petersen, Chairman LL-116/117 

Jenifer Wellman LL-308 

Any of us would be happy to hear from you. 

Since the preparation of the balance of this issue of SHORE 

LINES, John Sarena has asked the Board to permit him to relinquish 

the presidency in May, 1978. John has pressing fami affairs out 

of state which will greatly reduce his time at the Lake this year. 

We all certainly wish him well. John has served all of us very 

effectively for the last two and one half years. The Association 

Presidency is hard work, as John certainly knows first hand. 

At their recent meeting, the Board gave John a standing ovation 

for his many contributions to our lake communi over the past 

years. 

COMING EVENTS 
Considering John Sarena's plans, your officers have expanded 

the scope of our nominating committee to include the selection 

of candidates for our presidency as well as Directors$ Each 
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spring, half of our Directors are up for reelection. This year 

it is the odd districts plus, of course, vacancies in the even 

districts. A ballot will be mailed to all members in May for 

the election of new Directors. The officers in turn are elected 

by the Directors. Directors, please mark your calendar for Sunday, 

May 21. We are planning our annual Sunday Brunch Meeting with 

wives on that day. Time and place will be announced in a sub

sequent mailing. 

All members and those interested in becoming members, please 

mark your calendars for our annual Association meeting on June 24 

at 2:00 p.m. We will meet at the LaGrange Methodist Church just 

north of U. S. Highway 12 on County Highway H. Two other important 

dates to note are the dates for the alternate Lake District in~ 

formational meetings. They are July 8 and 22. These meetings 

are described below under Current Events. pick one of the two 

dates since the presentations are planned to be identical. There 

will be a lot more out on these meetings as the plans firm. 

CURRENT EVENTS 

PROPOSED LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT 

As most lake property owners are aware, the State of Wiscon 

passed legislation in 1973 which enabled individual lakes to 

establish Lake Rehabilitation Districts. Until this opportunity 

was created, t.he only options available for lake management were 

voluntary lake associations, such as ours, or formal Sanitary 

Districts. Your Association felt that the Lake Rehabilitation 

District option appeared attractive and started solicitation of 

support. The effort culminated with submission of a petition 

to the Walworth County Board last fall containing the signatures 

of over half of the owners of land within the proposed District. 

A public hearing was held in October, 1977. At this time, 

several issues were raised by a group of our lake property owners 

which has become identified as the "Concerned Property Owners." 

Several points were at dispute and expert, unbiased sources of 
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information were not readily available. Generally, the concerns 

were grouped into three areas: 

• 	 the need and importance of more thorough water quality 

monitoring 

• 	 the operational details of Districts, and 

• 	 the experience to date with other Districts. 

The last point is of interest since over the last three years 

approximately one hundred Districts have been formed voluntarily 

Statewide! 

Recognizing the desirability of "clearing the air", our 

President, John Sarena, met with our County Supervisor, Mr. 

George Lauderdale, and with representatives of the Concerned 

Property Owners to explore constructive solutions. One which 

appeared fair to all parties concerned was to delay the County 

Board vote until informational meetings could be held with un

biased authoritative speakers. The Association agreed to support 

this approach with the understanding that the petition and the 

report of the County Board Agriculture Committee, which recommended 

formation of the District, would be retained, as is, on file until 

the deferred call for Board vote. 

Supervisor Lauderdale moved for the delay at the December, 1977 

County Board meeting. His motion also stipulated that a com

mittee be established to plan the information meetings and that 

they be held prior to August, 1978 when the Board will call for 

a vote on the District. The committee has been established under 

the chairmanship of Mr. Donald Brick, the Chairman and Recrea

tion Agent of the University of Wisconsin Extension staff in 

Elkhorn. Your Association is represented by Jon Jacobson and 

Gerald Petersen, whereas the Concerned Property Owners are 

represented by Walter Bush and Robert Auchenleck. 

Two committee meetings have been held. Tentatively, the dates 

of July 8 and 22 have been selected for the meetings and subjects 

and speaker selection has been initiated. Your Association still 
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feels that a District would be a positive step for our lake. 

We will not argue the issues at this time, basically because 

an excellent plan is developing to get expert, unbiased pro

fessionals to present the facts at the July information meetings. 

However. both Jon Jacobson (LL-826) and Jerry Petersen (LL-ll6/ll7) 

would welcome your thoughts and questions. Everyone wants to 

protect our lakes" It's a question of which tools to use. We'd 

like to hear from you, especially if you have specific questions, 

so that we can do our best in planning the informational meetings. 

One highlight planned for SHORE LINES is a look over our shoulder. 

It's amazing how many of our current concerns are not really as 

new as we think. Hopefully, this format will provide our readers 

not only with interesting background information on projects of 

past years, but also with ideas and suggestions for future 

Association activi es. 

ON THE ROCKS 
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At the turn of the century, Lauderdale was already a popular 

summer retreat for a couple dozen families from neighboring cities. 

In those days, it was a full day's trip to get out from Chicago. 

Roads were all gravel and the train was by far the best means of 

getting as far as Elkhorn. From there a buckboard taxi service 

could be hired to get the trunks and passengers out to lake. 

with all the effort involved in getting there, most families 

came to spend several weeks at a time. 

Of course, "there was no electricity_ Fresh milk, meat and vege

tables were available froIn local farmers. Fortunately, there 

was also an enterprising young man named Gus Rendell who took 

over a fledgling icehouse business and offered the ice import:ant 

for food preservation as well as XXXXX on the rocks. The photo 

above is reproduced from a 1905 postcard showing Gus Rendell's 

icehouse on the south side of Pleasant Point in Mill Lake. 

Jerry Petersen (LL-116/ll7) points out that his grandparents' 

home was on the hill behind the icehouse. Their boathouse can 

be seen to "I:he Once electricity came to the lake, Gus 

Rendell went on to become the owner/operator of the Sterling

worth and t.he Petersens acquired the icehouse property and had 

the structure moved away. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR BOATING ORDINANCES 

In May, 1953 the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association started 

its continuing effort to improve our boating ordinance. From 

the start we have worked with and through the LaGrange Township 

Board. This is required by law. Once an improved ordinance was 

developed and approved, enforcement is clearly necessary. The 

Association even indicated that it would be responsible for a 

portion of the enforcement cost, if necessary. 

During the Association Directors' meeting in July, 1953, all 

directors present supported an ordinance to regulate both fishing 

and power boats. LaGrange Town Board support was obtained. The 

boating ordinance was finally approved by the Town Board and 

became an improved vehicle for boating standards on our lakes. 

It was through the initiative and continuing effort of our 
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Association that the need for these guidelines were recognized 

and appropriate action initiated so that these boating ordinances 

could be developed. 

For the last two years the Association has been involved in the 

related effort of manning the Township boat ramp on Green Lake 

over the weekends. This Association effort, which has been 

entirely voluntary, has raised over $400 per year to help defray 

our water safety patrol expenses. All of the fees collected 

have been turned over to the Town Board for this purpose. The 

end result of a couple hours' support by each of dozens of our 

members has been a much less crowded lake on weekends for all 

of us to enjoy. We thank all of you who have so generously 

given of your precious holiday time to help out. 

THE AMPHIBIOUS TOILET ISSUE 

As early as July, 1956 the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Associ

ation recognized the need for controlling boats equipped with 

toilet facilities. At this time a handful of cruiser type boats 

with lake discharge toilets were enjoying our lakes area. At 

this time, only the State Board of Health was interested in the 

problem. Through their offices, the Association was able to 

obtain guidelines which were forwarded to our local resorts 

calling a halt to their launching such craft. 

Later the Association was able to get more definitive State 

legislation prohibiting toilets. Hence, our water safety patrol 

is now able to prevent any cabin cruisers with toilets from 

entering our lakes. 

THAT'S ALL FOR NOW 

We hope you have enjoyed reading this first issue of SHORE LINES. 

Let us hear from you. An involved lake community will benefit 

us all. 
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