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Sumner is upon us and hopefully the season's best weather is 

just ahead. We hope you enjoyed our first issue of SHORE LINES. 

We plan to follow the same general format in this and succeeding 

issues. The response we have received so far has been favorable. 

Do let us hear your views - pro or con. 

On May 21, 1978 the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association held 

its spring Directors Meeting at Kiley's. It provided an opportunity 

for new Directors to meet the old timers! It was also an opportunity 

to acknowledge a letter from our President, John Sarena, who was 

travelling in Europe. Despite the announcement in the last SHORE 

LINES, John has decided to continue as our President, "until the 

Association completes some of its unfinished business." We wel

come John's continued leadership. The continuity of his knowledge 

and experience are valuable assets to our organization. 

However, during the May 21 Directors Meeting, the resignation of 

Vice President, Bob Wellman, was received with regret. Although 

Bob has been an officer for less than a year, he has been and 

plans to continue to be an energetic supporter and a hard worker. 

During the meeting a fellow Director, Jay King (LL 119), was 

nominated and elected to succeed Bob. Hence, the officer lineup 

for 1978 is as follows: 

President John A. Sarena, Jr. LL-815 

Vice President Jay King LL-119 

Assistant Vice 
President Gerald T. Petersen LL-116/117 

Secretary-Treasurer Laurel E. Gillogly LL-92 

We were pleased to welcome ten (10) new Directors to the team 

last month. For your reference the current roster of Directors 
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for 1978 is shown below - the new Directors are underlined. 

District Director 1.1.# District Director ----- LL# 

1 Stuart Anderson 
Howard Dailey 

16 
22 

9 Larry Kamp 
Jack Polivka 

619 
662 

2 Thomas Petty 41B 10 740 
James Lauderdale 60 756 

3 81 11 Richard Irving, Jr. 777 
82 Dorothy Lindbury 780 

4 Jay King 119 
Mrs. Charles Miller, 

12 George Mangold 
Mrs. Peter Palmer 

817 
819 

Jr. 161 

5 ~Toseph Mracek 264 13 Robert Auchinleck 824 
Rowland Ian 348 Jon ~Tacobson 826 

6 George Neptune 355 14 Walter Skoine 859 
Thomas l'iangan 360 

7 LTames Rehm 491 15 James Shannon 895 
Justin Jankowski 510 Robert McCracken 908 

8 Mrs. L. Myers 537 16 Ollie 'rhelander 926 
James Fegen 538 Charles Grundman 946 

Jean Hefner 

All our Officers and Directors welcome your though:ts, suggestions 

and questions. Make a point 'to meet your Directors personally. 

They are your best nearby advisors and servants on lake affairs. 

All lake property owners should have received a letter from our 

Secretary stating that there has been no increase in dues for 19781 

Dues of $15.00 are a terrific value and an investment in your lake. 

Please send your checks for $15.00 payable to the Lauderdale Lakes 

Improvement Association to: 

Miss Laurel Gillogly 
312 W. Walworth Street 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin 53121 

If you were not a member last yearp your dues will entitle you to 

a copy of our comprehensive Lauderdale Lakes Directory and a lake 

map. Don't delay - get your affirmative response in the mail today_ 

At this writing, we, Unfortunately, must advise you that the LaGrange 
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Town Board is not planning to provide the annual rubbish pickup. 

Your Association plans to ask the Board to Ye-collsider this posilioll 

at their June 14 meeting. We hope to be able to report a positive 

outcome of this request at our June 24 membership meeting. 

COMING EVEN~TS 
On Monday, June 19, the State Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) will conduct a hearing on the subject of boat launching fees 

1n Elkhorn. The hearing, which is scheduled to start at 2:00 p.m. 

in the Walworth County Courthouse, is one of three planned across 

the State. Our fees of $6.00 and $10.00 are above the guidelines 

suggested by the DNR, however, our expenses for buoys and water 

safety patrol are also well above the State avera~re. We feel that 

our fees are reasonable, since the transient boater is only pay

ing his fair share of our costs. Since the lake is State pro

perty, other arguments, such as boat density, cannot be used to 

justify restricted access. Your support of our fee structure is 

requested. If it is convenient, please try to attend the hearing 

and make your views known to our State officials. 

On Saturday, June 24, we will hold our first of two Association 

membership meetings. The second is scheduled for August 19. Both 

will be held at the LaGrange Methodist Church, just north of 

U.S. 12 on County "H", starting at 2;00 p.m. Visitors are wel

come, but are, of course, not eligible to vote. 

In the last ~HOR~_LINES_, we noted the plan for two Lake District 

information meetings. The latest plan is to limit the effort to 

one meeting - on July 22 - to enable a high quality presentation. 

The meeting will take place at the Lutherdale Chapel starting at 

9:00 a.m. The plans for this meeting are discussed more fully 

below under Current Events. 

CURRENT EVENTS 

PROPOSED LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT 

As reported in the March SHORE LINE_~, the Associa.t,ion supports 

the plan to form a Lake District at Lauderdale. The Walworth 
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County Board is holding our petition to establish the District 

pending their vote at the August" 1978 Board lI1eeting. Prior to 

this 	vote, an "Information Meeting" is planned to better acquaint, 

all 	interested parties with the general details of District opera

tions. 

The (Jroup of lake property owners which call themselves 


"Concerned Property Owners" (CPO) continues to oppose the forma


tion of the District. They are represented on the County Board 


appointed Ad Hoc Committee, planning the "Information Meeting", 


by Messrs. Robert Auchenleck and Walter Bush. Your Association 


is represented by Messrs. Jon Jacobson and Gerald Petersen. The 


Committee Meetings have been trying. However v thanks to Chairman 


Donald Brick of County-Extension, reasonable progress has been made. 


Approximately six presentations (20 minutes each) are planned. 


The subjects span the history and experience of Districts, admin


istrative aspects, water quality status and guidelines, zoning, 


and sanitary codes. 


Despite their constructive promises, the CPO has taken two very 


destructive actions since our last SHORE LINES. They have: 


(1) 	 Sued the County Board to prevent their voting on the 

District, and 

(2) 	 Circulated a "fear letter" unfairly representing the 

issues, after a prior agreement to keep the information 

effort on a higher plane via the "Information Meeting" 

with unbiased speakers. 

They have further, subsequent to their suit, proposed a secret 

referendum vote. Considering all factors (cost, timing, basis, 

and legality), the Association cannot support this request. In 

fact, the County Board Corporation Counsel has unequivocally 

ruled that a referendum is not an issue which concerns the County 

Board appointed Ad Hoc Committee and should not be pursued. 

During the fifth meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on May 24, two 

representatives from the DNR and one from UW-Extension Madison 

were present to assist. All three are planning to participate 

in the July 22 meeting. A few highlights of the facts they 
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presented are: 

• 	 Lake Districts can function completely independently of 

the state - the on requirements by the State are the 

ling an annual financial statement (as every tax

payer must) and the transmittal of the notice of the 

annual meeting. 

• 	 Lake stricts can, in fact, be organized mainly for 

weed control this is currently being accomplished in 

several cases" 

• 	 Lauderdale is not currently and will probably not be 

tested in the future regularly (four times a year) for 

water quality in fact, not even annual tests are 

currently planned. In recent years, periodic tests of 

water qua ty have been made by the State DNR and the 

State EPA. 

• 	 Lake Districts have the power to purchase land (e.g. 

shoreland that important for re-tention as a wet lands, 

nature preserve, etc.). Such lands can be held in their 

natural state, ling development and possible future 

development various parties luding the State! 

• 	 Lake Districts have the respons lity to influence land 

development when there is a significant potential effect 

on water quality. They can take legal actions toward 

this end through the proper channels. 

Other important facts are as follows: 

• 	 Organization expenses ~ that is, the cos,t which may 

reasonably be incurred during strict formation and 

assumed by the Dis ct - normally range up to $2000. 

These expenses include fees for surveys to establish 

the District boundaries. Lauderdaleis expense of $1460 

is in this range ,- a small token compared to our assessed 

valuat of $45 million! In any event, all such costs 

would be reviewed by the man Lake District Com

mission after strict formation but prior to being 

passed on to the property owners. 
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• 	 The water quality related ("feasibility") study normally 

conducted by Districts shortly after formation is very 

comprehensive in comparison to the past limited water 

sampling at Lauderdale referenced the CPO in 

mailings. The "feasibility study" normally s a 

year to complete and includes both more extens in-lake 
monitoring and data in the following areas: 

- watershed surface water 

- watershed ground water 

- lake sediments, and 

- watershed soils 

The study provides an excellent reference for future 

decision makinq. Total costs for the study are forecast 
to be approximately $12,000. 

• 	 Many Districts concentrate on L---- __ io~ rather than re

habilitation - this is logical since p:r:~tection is inex

pensive insurance against future problems. Rehabilitation 

can be very expensive. Clearly Lauderdale qualifies for 

the protection category - we want to keep it that way, 

and finally, 

• 	 Out-af-state residents are eligible to vote in all of 

the 102 Districts now active in the state and many have 

out-o elected Commi (at least twelve) . 

The legality of this position was considered by the State 

Legislature when the bills were introduced, debated, and 

passed by a overwhelming margin several years ago. In 

only 	one area, Bayfield, are out-of-state residents 

limited from being elected Commissioners by the action 

of the local Circuit Court. The CPO Suit now rai 

both is s in Walworth All this can do is re

strict the current out-of-state resident 

property owners, since there was no prior challenge. The 

only definitive ruling is probably years away, since it 

would require State Supreme Court action. 

Please keep in mind our sole purpose in forming a District is to 

monitor and protect our lakes water quality. 
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STATEWIDE LAKE USE TASK FORCE 

Approximately a year ago the Wisconsin Department of Natural Re

sources (DNR) established a "Lake Use Task Force" to obtain inputs 

from the wide ranging segments of lake users (e.g. fishermen, 

water skiers, commercial resort operators, property owners, etc.). 

The eventual outcome will be guidelines for lake use which recoq

nize the need to control one selected use to permit another selec

ted use (e.g. limit water skiing to permit shing, etc.). This 

is a coming concern with the ever increasing recreational demand 

placed on lakes - especially here in southeastern Wisconsin. 

Lake property owners are represented by several members of the 

Task Force - most notably by Bob Schrameyer, the President of the 

Federati,m of Wisconsin Lake Property Owners Association. The 

Task Force Chairman is Sigurd Rudorf, President of his Lake Associa

tion at Big Cedar Lake and also President of their Lake District. 

Our Association President, John Sarena, Jr., was invited to and 

did testify at an organizational meeting of the Task Force in 

April, 1977. He was the only representative from the Lauderdale 

Lakes area at this formation meeting. Others from our lake, in

cluding two of our Directors, testified at a general hearing in 

September, 1977. 

Although the final report is not yet out, there are a number of 

recommendations which will clearly be in it. They include: 

assure public access to all lakes. Guideline is 

one parking space per ten (10) acres of water (total 

private and public) 

standardize lake ordinances 

standardize lake enforcement; and 

limit launching fees to that justifiable for local 

services per lake user. 

Clearly, we will have to study the detailed positions taken in the 

final report due out shortly and the subsequent actions initiated 

by DNR. We have significant concern with all of the above, but the 

nearest term impact rests with the public access and launching fees 

positions. In any event, the Task Force report and the implementa

tion of its recommendations has to do with the formation 

or the functioning of a Lake District. Hence, 
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regardless of our eventual actions on a District, we will need 

to be alert to the Task Force Report implications. 

PUBLIC BOAT RAMP CONTROL 

Your Association and the Yacht Club have been active over the 

last two summers to provide the volunteer help needed to staff 

the two (2) active public boat ramps (Sterlingworth and Green 

Lake). This volunteer staffing is essential, since the fees 

collected are not icient to fully cover hired attendants and 

the Town Board is not willing to provide this service via tax 

revenues. The value weekend ramp staffing is clear - we have 

reduced our boat density and we have obtained a small contribution 

from non-lake property owners, using our lake, for our water safety 

activities. Last year the Association collected $459 in fees at 

the Green Lake ramp which went toward the Water Safety program. 

We need your help. Each Director has the responsibility to obtain 

volunteer staffing for twelve (12) hours at the Green Lake ramp. 

The hours cover Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays through 

Labor Day. When your Director asks for your help for a couple of 

hours - say yes! If he doesn't ask, and you are willing to give 

the lake a few hours of quite painless support, call Bob McCracken 

(LL-908) or Jon Jacobson (LL-826). 
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ASSOCIATION FOREST PRESERVE 

Do you recognize the aerial photo below? Note the large woodlands 

between Green and Middle Lakes which has been shaded. This is 

the thirty-three acre Association Forest Preserve. If you are 

one of our members, part of your dues goes into the taxes on 

this land. 
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The property was deeded to the Association to be held in trust 

by Mr. Matthews and Mr. Henderson in 1940. In 1974, we attempted 

to have the Preserve registered as a "Woodlands" for tax relief. 

Because the DNR felt that the land is more suitable for residential 

home sites, our request was denied. However u the land has been 

classified as a "Conservancy" area by the Walworth County Zoning 

Board. Under this class ication, the Preserve is valued at 

only $16,500 and our taxes are only $423 per year. Isn't is 

nice to know that there are at least rty-three acres on our 

lakes where no backhoes or bulldozers can create havoc? Your 

support of our Association will keep it that way. 

LAUDERDALE LAKES DAM 

This year the Association will pay $738 merely to rnaintain the 

insurance policy on the Lauderdale Lakes Dam, This surn does not 

include costs for repairs and maintenance, which are also our 

responsibility. Seven hundred thirty-e dollars - now that's 

a lot of $$$ over the dam! Hopefully. will prove interesting 
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for you to know some of the background on how this all came to 

be the responsibility of your Association. 

The first dam was built in 1837, causing the water level of the 

lakes to be raised three feet. In 1870, the dam was rebuilt and 

near the turn of the century the lake level control was turned 

over to the Association. Twenty-five hundred dollars was paid 

for the land where the dam is located near the Sterlingworth 

Store. 

Until 1940, the Association was concerned mainly with repairs 

and keeping the dam in functional operating condition. On 

August 5, 1941, Director Schoonover wrote a letter to the Associa

tion members as follows! 

"I am sure you appreciate the importance of the work being 

done by this Association to protect your property values in 

these beautiful lakes--- This year we must rebuild the 

outlet gate and repair the dam. The old gate has been in 

place for a good many years and early this spring it gave 

away--- This will cost considerable money." (Note: 

Association dues were $3.00 at this time.) 

In 1942, these emergency repairs were completed. From 1942 until 

1962. when the present dar:l was erected, the Association board 

"worked like beavers" to prepare for the building of a new dam. 

Steel shortages caused by W.W.II, specifications of the Public 

Service Commission, the selection and acquisition of the old 

Dennison (hotel) dam as a site, among other things caused numer

ous delays. Mru A. P. Boysen, who headed the dam committee, worked 

tirelessly to overcome all these stumbling blocks. 

Initially, the Town Board showed little interest in the construc

tion of a new dam. However, in 1955 when the Association pre

sent:ed it a formal pe tion request backed by numerous signatures 

and the necessary financing and land acquisition plans to enable 

the dam to be built, they agreed to cooperate. The Association 

Bearded the plan of a formal tax assessment and decided to 


ish the financing with voluntary contributions. 
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S the new dam was completed in 1962, the lake level is main-

at the elevation set by the Wiscon Public Service Com

mission. We trust you have found this information "dam" interest

ing. 
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