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A Publication of the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association (LLIA), an all 
volunteer organization devoted to keeping a careful watch on water quality and 
water safety, preserving the lake's natural habitat, creating a superbly stocked 
fishery, and keeping lake area homeowners up-to-the-minute on what's happening 
around the area.  For more information visit our website at: www.llia.org 

2018 LLIA Annual Meeting 

See all those smiling faces?  It is most certainly due 
to the delicious, free breakfast sandwiches and other 
goodies enjoyed by folks who attended the LLIA 
Annual Meeting.  About 100 folks attended and 
enjoyed a presentation from the DNR's Rachel 
Sabre on Water Quality, an update on the Lake 
District from Jack Sorenson, and discussion of 
LLIA's financial position and other LLIA matters.  We 
closed with a lively Q&A session.  If you missed it, 
you will find a summary in the minutes and you can 
also view the presentation materials on our website, 
www.llia.org, under the "Meeting Notes" tab. 
 

Oh...Eric Taylor of our Fire Dept joined us to answer 
our questions.  In turn our group "filled the boot", 
enabling the Dept to purchase a much needed gas 
meter to monitor air quality in emergency situations! 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  LLIA ...NEWS  FROM  THE  LLIA ... 
Mussels of a Different Stripe 
By Kathryn Ingle Calkins - Chair, History 

Spending summers at Lauderdale during 
the 1960s and 70s, a resident and her 
relatives regularly found mussel shells in 
the water measuring three and four 
inches across – nice, dark shells with a 
smooth surface. Hundreds of snails also 
clung to pier posts below the water’s 
surface. Over time, the mussel sighting 
grew more rare. Then around 1998, we 
saw a drastic change in Lauderdale’s 
shell-bearing populations. Lake residents 
suddenly needed to wear aqua socks into 
our swimming areas to keep from cutting 
our feet on a newcomer, the zebra 
mussel. Now, zebra mussels no longer 
seem so populous, but anyone looking 
for native mussels in 2018 would, of 
course, fail to find them. The History 
Column set out to understand this 
sequence of events. 

According to the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources, 40 to 50 species of 
native mussels live in Wisconsin’s lakes 
and rivers. They have fanciful names, like 
the Winged Mapleleaf, the Monkeyface, 
the Elephant Ear and the Rock 
Pocketbook. The mussels live on gravel or 
cobble lake and river bottoms in flowing 
water. They help keep water clean by 
filtering it, provide spawning habitat for 
fish and serve as a food source for fish, 
birds and certain mammals. Things like 
dams and heavy metals make life difficult 
for mussels. Dams slow down the flow of 
water and allow soft silt and mud to 
settle on the bottom, making it less 
attractive as a place to live. Powerboats 
and dredging stir up silt and bury mussel 
beds. Mussels also tend to store 
pesticides and metals like zinc and 
mercury in their bodies. 

And then there is the zebra mussel. 
First discovered in the Great lakes in 
1988, the mussels come from the 
Black Sea, bordered by Turkey, Russia 
and eastern European nations. Zebra 
mussel larvae likely traveled in the 
ballast water of ships. The larvae drift 

in water, so they dispersed quickly, then 
attached to boats along with other 
surfaces, traveling even farther. Zebra 
mussels swept through the Great Lakes 
with such drama that, according to the 
U.S. Geological Survey (usgs.gov), they 
inspired a new field of ecology called 
invasion biology, as well as a new law, 
the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance 
Prevention and Control Act.  

Zebra mussels, like their native 
counterparts, are filter feeders, taking 
tiny, invisible organisms called plankton 
from the water for their food. But they 
reproduce so quickly and feed so 
voraciously that they increase water 
clarity by a huge amount and reduce 
food supplies for other creatures. In Lake 
Erie, says the USGS, zebra mussels 
reduced the amount of plankton by 82-
91 percent, an amount that can certainly 
change lake habitat. Clearer water might 
be warmer deeper down in lakes and 
might change the kinds of plants that can 
live there. All this can certainly affect 
populations of fish, reducing food 
supplies and increasing competition 
between fish. Also, if more plants grow in 
the clearer water, small fish may benefit, 
while larger fish are put at a 
disadvantage, because it is harder to find 
prey. 

For native mussels, zebra mussels spell 
disaster. Not only do they compete with 
some mussels for food, they also attach 
to the shells of native mussels in masses, 
weighing them down and making normal 
activities impossible, says Heidi Bunk, a 
lakes biologist and water resources 
specialist for the Wisconsin DNR. Unlike 
the native mussels, zebra mussels make 
threads out of proteins that they can use 
to attach to hard surfaces as well as soft. 
This also affects the native snails, which 

use surfaces like the pier posts. 
So, what is happening now? Why are we 
noticing fewer zebra mussels in recent 
years? According to Bunk, while zebra 
mussels are voracious, they are also 
selective about what they eat, preferring 
certain green algae in the water. They 
filter huge volumes of water and reduce 
the green algae to very small amounts. 
The trend is bad for fish, because they 
eat the microscopic animals (called 
zooplankton) that also like the algae. 
When the algae decline, the zooplankton 
decline and fish have less to eat. At the 
same time, though, the zebra mussels 
have gobbled themselves into starvation. 
Bunk said it’s a little like having a group 
of teenage boys come into a house and 
clean out the cupboards and refrigerator. 

The zebra mussel population crashes, 
allowing the green algae to start growing 
again. “Then the question is, who wins 
the next round?” Bunk said. The zebra 
mussels will recover somewhat, but 
there will be more algae for zooplankton 
and therefore more food for fish. The 
cycle will repeat until the mussels reach a 
fairly stable population in the lake. Fish 
populations are affected, because the 
mussels are still there competing for 
algae in the food chain, but the lake 
moves toward a new normal. 

In terms of whether native mussels could 
return to the lake after zebra mussels 
decline, Bunk said that this could depend 
on a completely different question: How 
are our forage fish doing? Forage fish are 
the tiny shiners and darters living among 
the water plants in the lake. Mussels’ 
larvae must sneak onto the gills of these 
fish and live there while they mature, so 
they won’t come back unless the forage 
fish population is healthy. The more 
plants in the lake, the more habitat for 
forage fish. Unfortunately, Bunk said, the 
DNR does not have funding to study 
populations of forage fish, so we won’t 
know the answer to the mussel question 
until we find their pretty, dark shells 
again in the water. 



3 

Summer Fish Committee News 
By Jim "Corky" Corcoran - Chair, Fish 

Hello 
everybody, 
hope your 
summer has 
treated you 
well.  I would 
like to share 
some news 
about the Fish 
Committee 
efforts since 
the past 

Shorelines.  As I am sitting here writing 
this, the Kid's Fish Jamboree is behind us.  
We also completed construction of four 
fish cribs and they have been placed in 
the lake.  We currently are focusing on 
our stocking in the fall, and look forward 
to planning the third annual 
Fishapalooza.  The summer fishing has 
been awesome, with several great 
catches coming to dedicated anglers.  Let 
me share some details about the above 
news. 

2018 Kid's Fish Jamboree a Success! 

First, the Kid's Fish Jamboree.  We had a 
great turnout despite the ominous 
weather that morning.  We woke to a 
grey sky and cool temps, but the families 
began to show up at the registration 
table and before you know it we had 61 
kids registered.  The kids had a blast and 
many fish were registered in our fishing 
contest, with several large Northern Pike 
caught.  I would like to thank all the 
volunteers who made this another 
successful Jamboree.  I would also like to 
thank the Kettle Moraine Land Trust, the 
Lakeland Animal Shelter, Lauderdale 
Lakes Water Safety Patrol, and the 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 
for their presentations they shared with 
the lake community. I would also like to 
thank Marty Healy and Tim Casey from 

the Lauderdale Landing for the great 
lunch they provided for the kids.  I look 
forward to planning next year’s event, 
and I am thinking of some new ideas to 
include for next year, more to come 
regarding this! 

More Cribs 

Another piece of news I would like to 
share is the great efforts the Fish 
Committee volunteers spent building and 
placing the fish cribs this season.  We 
completed four cribs this year in record 
time.  With plentiful help and veteran 
experience, we were able to put a crib 
together in less than an hour!  We spent 
a couple of Wednesday nights in the 
Landing parking lot completing the cribs.  
Jeff Angst has been invaluable in the crib 
effort, the brains of the outfit!  With 
every crib built, we learn more and 
complete them quicker!  The cribs were 
placed in the lake on the Sunday morning 
after the Kid's Fish Jamboree.  Again, I 
would like to thank the volunteers who 
assisted in the dropping of the cribs, with 
a special thanks to the Boathouse of 
Lauderdale for the use of the pier barge 
and to Andy Brown for the use of his 
bobcat.  Without those two tools it 

would be impossible to 
drop cribs the way we do.  
The crib effort continues to 
reap benefits, they are fish 
magnets!  Fish set up on the 
newly placed cribs almost 
immediately, and as the 
cribs begin to grow algae, 
an entire community of life 
begins to populate the 
cribs.  Zooplankton begin to 
feed on the algae, small 
minnow species utilize the 

plankton as forage, and before you know 
it the fish we enjoy catching feed on the 
minnows! We continue to research new 
spots to drop cribs, and plan to continue 
the crib efforts next summer.  Any and all 
who would like to join in on the fun 
please contact me with your information 
and I will include you on the email list.  
Your efforts will pay off for all who enjoy 
the lakes, and you get to know where the 
cribs are dropped!  Anybody interested in 
the locations might want to volunteer in 
the crib efforts, we welcome all help or 
donations! 

Fall Stocking & Ice Fishing 
As far as stocking for this year, the plan is 
to continue with the Bass control efforts.  
As you may know, the new special 
regulations for Bass have been in place 
since the opener this season.  Five Bass 
UNDER 14 inches may be harvested.  One 
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Bass over 18 inches may be harvested, 
but the total bag limit is 5 fish in total.  
So, you can take 5 Bass in total, with one 
being over 18 inches.  This is also clearly 
posted at all boat ramps on the lakes.  
We have a situation where the Bass 
population in Lauderdale is dominated by 
under-sized juvenile fish, more that 60-
70 percent of the Bass in Lauderdale are 
under the 14 inch length.  That number 
should be reversed, the greater 
percentage of fish should be over that 
mark.  We need to reduce the population 
of juvenile fish by utilizing the new 
regulation allowing harvest of these fish 
and increasing predation on this 
population.  That is where the stocking of 
Northern Pike comes to play.  We intend 
to stock Northern Pike this season to 
help in increased predation on the 
juvenile Bass.  The Northern Pike 
population in Lauderdale show great 
growth rates, and several trophy 
Northern have been caught through the 
ice every year, with this past year no 
exception.  Northern tend to be targeted 
more through the ice on Lauderdale, but 
several large fish have been caught this 
open water season also.  The Northern 
Pike should help us in getting our Bass 
population back to a healthier situation 
and provide anglers much better Bass 
fishing.  We also intend to stock Yellow 
Perch this year to provide another 
panfish population to target.  We do 
have a limited perch population with 
some good sized fish present, but 
stocking perch will enhance this and 
provide anglers another option to fish 
for.  Who doesn’t like a perch fish fry!  As 
far as Ice fishing, Deetz and I have been 
speaking about this upcoming ice season 
and look forward to another great 
Fishapalooza!  If you are interested in 
assisting planning this great event please 
contact me or Deetz and join us! 

Fishing Tips & Tricks 
Lastly, I would like to leave you with 
some fishing tips for the rest of the 
summer.  Some of the best fishing days 
are coming, late summer and early fall 
can be very productive.  As the water 
temps decrease and the summer boat 
traffic wanes, fish of all species return to 
the shoreline structure such as rocks, 
piers, and cribs.  Fishing with a small jig 
under a slip bobber with a minnow will 

catch all species of panfish off these 
structures.  Slip bobbers allow you to be 
able to fish at various depths by adjusting 
the bobber stop depth.  Larger Bluegills 
will eat the small minnows and will 
reduce the chance of catching the 
smaller ones you may catch using wax 
worms or crawlers.  You will also catch 
Crappies and Perch with this method.  
You want to be right on the structure, 
pier posts, cribs, etc…  The fish hold tight 
to structure now.  The other tip I would 
like to share is trolling for Walleye and 
Northern Pike this time of year.  As the 
weeds die back, trolling the lake basin 
along the weed edge, as well as on top of 
the weed beds can produce catches of 
walleye and Northern.  Troll body baits 
such as shad raps and flicker shads that 
run 4-8 foot deep at a slow speed, just 
fast enough to make the bait flutter.  This 
time of year the fish are suspended 
feeding on young of the year panfish out 
in the lake basin and can be targeted this 
way.  Hope you get out and fish during 
the best days of the year. The fall colors 
on Lauderdale are beautiful, you have 
the lake to yourself, and the fishing can 
be awesome!  And remember, take a kid 
fishing! 

Water Quality...Is something 
affecting your fishing? 
By Dave DeAngelis - Chair, Water Quality 

The water testing season is in full swing 
and we’ve submitted three sets of water 
samples to the Wisconsin DNR for the 
2018 season. We will collect, prepare and 
submit one more set of samples in late 
August. Our year-to- date lake water data 
shows similar results compared to 
previous years. Phosphorous readings are 
stable and Secchi Disc readings (water 
clarity) are in line with expectations in all 
three lakes. 

There is a unique phenomenon occurring 
this year in all three of our lakes. Since 
this past May, the dissolved oxygen 
readings in all three lakes are elevated, 
compared to prior years, at 20 foot 
depths and below. We noticed this 
phenomenon back in 2015, but it 
occurred only in Green Lake back in 
2015. This year it’s occurring in all three 
lakes. It’s called a metalimnetic 
chlorophyll maxima or heterograde. In 

plain English, it means there is a thick 
horizontal plate of algae floating below 
the lake thermocline. What’s a 
thermocline? A thermocline is a thin but 
distinct layer in our lakes in which 
temperature changes more rapidly with 
depth than it does in the layers above or 
below. In our lakes, this usually occurs at 
20 feet with a temperature drop of 5 to 
15 degrees Fahrenheit from 20 feet to 25 
feet. The algae are maximizing both 
nutrient and light intake by taking up the 
phosphorus that is released from the 
bottom sediments and stuck in the lower 
layer of water below the thermocline. 
The algae can regulate their buoyancy to 
stay at mid depths when it is 
advantageous.  

From an angler’s perspective, this can be 
problematic. We’ve observed vast 
schools of fish sitting in 20-40 foot 
depths, especially in Green Lake. Most of 
the fish in our lakes can thrive in water 
with a minimum dissolved oxygen level 
of 5.0 PPM (parts per million). Typically 
during the summer months, the fish are 
forced closer to the surface due to 
dissolved oxygen levels well below 5.0 
PPM at/below the thermocline layer. This 
year is different due to the heterograde 
phenomenon. As a result, the fish have a 
lot more vertical lake habitat available to 
them.  

Above right is the 2018 temperature and 
dissolved oxygen data from May, June 
and July for Green Lake. Our 2018 
heterograde event is more pronounced 
in Green Lake so I thought I’d share this 
data with you. The highlighted data 
shows the depth and extent of the 
heterograde impact. 

If you are wondering if this is good or bad 
for our lakes, my answer to that would 
be NEITHER. This is most likely a species 
of algae that has existed in our lakes for a 
long time. For some reason, conditions 
were favorable in 2018 for this algae to 
flourish.   

See you on the lake! 
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 Lauderdale LaGrange Fire 
Department 
by Don Henderson - Chair, Planning & 
Zoning 

Steak Fry Fund Raising Event 
 Saturday August 11th, 2018 marked the 
26th Annual Steak Fry fund raising event 
at the Landing Restaurant on Lauderdale 
Lakes.  It was again successful thanks to 
your support!!!  This is a major fund-
raising event for the Department, and 
funds will be put towards the purchase 
new Extrication Equipment.  The 
common name for this equipment is 
often “The Jaws of Life”.  The new 
equipment is battery powered and allows 
more flexibility than the older hydraulic 
corded units.  It is also capable of cutting 
the stronger metals being used in new 

vehicle construction, as our older unit is 
beginning to struggle in some situations.   
They are most commonly used to cut a 
vehicle apart after a crash, enabling 
people to be safely removed, however 
they can also be used on fire and rescue 
scenes for multiple tasks. 
 
The Department Fire Fighters extend a 
special thank you to the Lauderdale 
Landing Restaurant owners, the Healy 
family, and their staff for hosting this 
special event on their Lake Shore patio 
and grounds.  This is very special because 

the Lauderdale-LaGrange 
Fire Department was started 
by Lauderdale Lake residents 
and Town of LaGrange 
farmers over 50 years ago 
with a meeting at this 
location. 
 
All Fire Fighters extend their 
heartfelt thanks to all the 
area residents for 
supporting this event and 

the many other ways that you support 
the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department throughout the year.   We 
wish to extend a “Special Thanks” to each 
person for your donations received at the 
LLIA Annual Meeting in June.  This money 
enabled The Department to purchase 
and place in use in July a new MSA 4 Gas 
meter.  This meter is used to monitor air 
quality in and around emergency scenes.  
It will measure Oxygen 
Levels, Carbon Monoxide, 
Explosive gases, and 
others.  It is commonly 
used to verify Air quality 
in a residence that has 
an activated Carbon 
Monoxide alarm. 
 

New Key Box Service for Absent 
Homeowners 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department has established a long-term 
arrangement with The KNOX Company to 
assist homeowners with key boxes that 
enable the Fire Department to have 
access to your home if you are not there.  
Many home owners are away during the 
winter and week days during the 
summer, and many of the homes have an 
alarm system.  If a smoke or fire alarm is 
activated the Department will generally 
be dispatched to investigate.  It is usually 
necessary to enter your home to 
determine the cause or ensure there is 
not a fire.  If there is no one available to 
allow the Fire Department entry, it MAY 
be necessary for us to gain access by 
breaching a door or window which will 
usually cause damage to your residence.  
Please consider using a KNOX Company 
Key Box for your home.  This box allows 
you to safely store a spare door key or 
even a keypad code for us to gain entry 
without damage or delay.  It is also a 
good idea to include a reset code for the 

fire alarm system in this box or near the 
keypad.  The box is locked and only 
accessible by the Fire Department.  For 
more info, please contact Chief Dave 
Nelson at 262-495-8400 or the Knox 
company at www.knoxbox.com/ 
residential -knoxboxes.  They also make 
commercial quality boxes that can store 
multiple keys and be tied to your alarm 
system to detect any tampering with the 
key box.   
 

Fire Department Opportunities 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department is truly a Volunteer 
Organization. Department Fire Fighters 
and Emergency Medical Technicians 
volunteer 100% of their time.  This 
includes Monthly Business Meetings, and 
multiple Training nights per month, in 
addition to calls.  Not to mention the 
hundreds of hours of technical training to 
receive FF1 and EMT certification.  This is 
a major commitment to our community 
and we are very fortunate that our 35 
current members have this dedication to 
serve you!! 
 
As in every organization there is some 
turnover in member participation, and 
the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department is seeking new members 
now.  If you or someone you know would 
like to have a great experience working 
as a member of our Department please 
contact Chief Dave Nelson, 
dnelson@llfd.org or 262-495-8400. 
 

Appreciation 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department receives unparalleled 
support from members of our 
community.  Fire Chief Dave Nelson said, 
“The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department is able to serve OUR 
community successfully largely because 
of the support our community gives us.  
Staffing, training and equipping a 
department today is very expensive. It is 
our duty to safely and effectively respond 
to emergency needs, whether it is a fire, 
motor vehicle accident, or a life 
threatening personal emergency.  On 
behalf of all the Fire Fighters, I extend 
our thanks to each of you for being our 
partner in this important community 
service.” 
 

http://www.knoxbox.com/residential-knoxboxes/
http://www.knoxbox.com/residential-knoxboxes/
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The Lauderdale Lakes community can be 
a confusing place!  There are many 
organizations, each of which has specific 
functions, some "official" and others 
shaped by tradition over the years.  In an 
effort to identify the different 
organizations and clarify their roles, we 
have created this chart.  It is not 
intended to list every function but 
highlight the major roles on one page.  
We are sharing this with all lake 
organizations to use as they wish since 
we all have encountered the same 
confusion over "Who does what?" 
 
As you can see, the LLIA is the oldest of 
the lake organizations.  As the 
Granddaddy of the lake organizations, 
LLIA leadership over the years has taken 
the initiative to continually address 
needs of the community and respond 
appropriately.  In fact, a series of issues 
that began over 30 years ago became so 
significant that it resulted in the 
establishment of a new organization, the 
Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management 
District, as described below by folks who 
were a part of that project. 
 
Founding Of The Lake District 
By Jerry Petersen and Herb Sharpless 
 
Lake communities across Wisconsin 
started organizing to protect their 
environment over a century ago.  The 
Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 
Association (LLIA) was founded in 1902, 
initially to remove stumps from the 
channel between Middle and Green 
Lakes.  Over the years, fish management, 
weed control, the outflow dam, and 
many other important tasks have been 
successfully completed.   By the 1970’s 
lakes began seeking better tools to 
manage bigger issues.  It was said, “Lakes 
are round, and governments are square.”  
The first big step was to allow the 
formation of Sanitary Districts to address 
lake matters.  They could shape their 
boundaries to fit their lake communities, 
and they could levy taxes to spread the 
cost of their operations fairly.  However, 
there were still shortcomings.  A Sanitary 
District’s primary purpose was to provide 
sewer and water service for urban areas, 
and they didn’t offer a mechanism for 
non-resident property owner 
participation in their governance.  By the 

1970’s a group at the University of 
Wisconsin, Stevens Point was formed by 
Professor Lowell Klessig to find a better 
solution.  State-wide lakes conventions 
were regularly being held at Stevens 
Point, so many inputs were available.  
The study group found that the Lake 
District concept was the solution.  The 
District concept that evolved included: 

• Formation by petition supported 
by over 51% of the property 
owners within a land area 
(district) around the subject lake 

• A mechanism to team with the 
local township and county; a 
seven person board with one 
township and one county 
appointed representative; the 
other five being elected by all 
property owners within the 
district (both resident and non-
resident) 

• The opportunity for non-
residents to serve as elected 
officials 

• Approval of the district annual 
budget by vote at an annual 
meeting where all property 
owners within the district have 
voting power 

• Improved access to technical 
support from the State and 
other sources 

 
In 1974, the State of Wisconsin added 
Chapter 33 to the Wisconsin statutes 
providing for the formation of Lake 
Districts with the above attributes.   
 
It took a few years of education, and 
organization, to effectively launch the 
concept state-wide.  By the mid 1980’s, 
leaders within the LLIA established a 
group to seriously consider forming a 
Lake District at Lauderdale.  The 
motivating concerns were the increasing 
costs of aquatic weed control, and need 
for authority to manage waste water 
treatment.  Within two years (1991) a 
successful petition process was 
completed, and the Lauderdale Lakes 
Lake Management District (LLLMD) was 
established.  Today, there are over 200 
Lake Districts state-wide. 
 

Waste Water Management 
In the 1980’s, the need to convert all 
rural communities served by septics to 

sewers was being debated.  A major 
federally funded project at Delavan Lake 
resulted in extensive dredging, a total 
fish kill, and installing sewer service 
around the entire lake.  Their sewer 
installation was accomplished by forming 
a Sanitary District around the lake, since 
the Lake District option was not yet 
available.  Shortly thereafter, it was 
learned that the plant treating Delavan’s 
waste water was planning to expand to 
treat Lauderdale.  Some felt that all lakes 
should have sewer service.  However, 
further study has shown that surface run-
off, especially from farm fields, can be a 
much more important consideration. 
 
Leaders of the LLIA wanted to better 
evaluate the justification for sewers at 
Lauderdale Lakes, given the lack of 
agricultural runoff present in the spring 
feed lake waters.  Jerry Petersen had 
attended a workshop where the concept 
of scanning lake shorelines to detect 
failing septics was covered.  After 
working with a loaned scanner, Jerry 
asked the LLIA to purchase such a 
scanner.  He then worked with Herb 
Sharpless and Bruce Kelly to perform 
volunteer lake shoreline scans at 
Lauderdale.  The device used processed 
water drawn from the lake bottom 
through a hand held wand held in 
shallow water near lake shore.  It 
analyzed water conductivity, and the 
presence of a component of laundry 
detergent.  If both are found, it indicated 
the probability of a failed septic system 
leaching pollutants into the lake.  Jerry 
and Herb performed many scans around 
all our lakes.  They showed that there 
were only a few “hot spots” where 
pollutants were probably entering the 
lake, but the majority of our shores were 
clean.  However, they felt onsite septic 
inspections were still needed, and that a 
Lake District was the only way to get this 
done.  Inspecting individual septic 
systems was really the only way to 
determine if sewerage service was 
justified.  The LLLMD was formed in 1991 
to do this. 
 
Over the first three years, the new 
LLLMD continued the volunteer septic 
scans, but also retained a professional 
engineering firm to inspect all of our lake 
shore home septic systems.  Science has 
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shown when two feet of dry soil are 
available to capture the pollutants from 
septic system discharges; virtually all the 
pollutants are removed.   The current 
code requirement for new septic systems 
is three feet of separation between the 
system leachate field and the high 
ground water level.  However, old 
systems installed in low lying land often 
didn’t have the two feet of dry soil in 
their fields resulting in the potential for 
lake pollution.  Fortunately, the 
inspections, coupled with the prior 
scanning effort, showed that only a 
handful of our properties had failing 
septics.  Most were due to the lack of 
two feet of dry soil.  In these cases, the 
solution was straight forward.  The septic 
discharge could be routed to a holding 
tank which is pumped as needed.  The 
District partnered with Walworth County 
to work with the affected home owners 
to get the conversion to holding tanks 
accomplished. 
 
New State law also required that septics 
be pumped every three years.  Hence, 
the District also implemented a pumping 
program to satisfy this requirement.  In 
addition, it retained a pumper who 
would inspect the septics during 
pumping, and report any needed 
maintenance to the home owner.  This 
has worked well for the last twenty 
years.  Also, by contracting with a 
pumper for groups of homes the cost 
was reduced to all our home owners.  
Fortunately, as a result our lake water 
quality has remained above average. 
 

Lake Weed Harvesting 
Long before the lake community 
considered forming a Lake District, lake 
homeowners occasionally had navigation 
and swimming hindered by lake weed 
growth in the summer.  Various methods 
of control were used to remove weeds.  
This local action worked pretty well until 
the 1960’s, when Eurasian Water Milfoil 
was introduced into the Lauderdale chain 
of lakes, most likely hitchhiking on a boat 
trailer from another body of water.  A 
plant survey was conducted in 1967 and 
Eurasian Water Milfoil was estimated at 
10% of the lake plant population in the 
lake.  This plant grows from the lake bed 
to the water surface, where it blooms.  
Boating activity cuts the surfacing plants 

and these plant bits float to shoreline 
and then establish more plants.  As the 
weed density increased, the LLIA Water 
Quality Committee supported the use of 
bulk weed harvesting equipment.  A local 
contractor offered this service, but the 
results were mixed, as his equipment was 
not very effective in 
collecting the cut weeds.  
  
In 1989, the LLIA 
commissioned another 
plant survey, which 
determined that Eurasian 
Water Milfoil now 
accounted for 90% of lake 
plant population!  Better 
equipment would be 
needed to manage this 
invasive plant population and a DNR 
permit would be required to run a lake 
wide harvesting program.  Using the 
plant survey information, a harvesting 
plan was developed in cooperation with 
the DNR and a harvesting permit granted 
to the newly formed Lake Management 
District in 1991.  Initially, the equipment 
deployed was rented and Commissioner 
Pete Donoghue used the experience 
gained that summer to propose the Lake 
District purchase similar equipment.  
Herb Sharpless and Pete wrote a grant 
request incorporating the recent lake 
plant survey and harvesting permit with 
harvesting equipment knowledge.  The 
State Waterways Commission approved 
the grant request and funded one half of 
the new equipment cost of $90,750 in 
1992.  This allowed Pete to order the 
equipment, establish a crew for training 
and continue the Lake District annual 
weed harvesting program at a 
significantly reduced cost!  This 
equipment has been in service ever since 
with some items like motors replaced, 
but it still works quite well removing 
about 350 tons of weeds, yearly! 
 
Fortunately, the amount of Eurasian 
Water Milfoil has decreased.  It is still the 
predominant type of weed in Don Jean 
and Sterlingworth Bays.  However, with 
the District harvesting effort cutting 
deeper, fewer mature blooms are cut 
and drift.  This keeps the Milfoil from 
spreading.  As a result, Jerry Petersen has 
noticed a dramatic reduction in Milfoil 
around Pleasant Point, the bay to the 

north, and in other areas with deeper 
cutting.   
 
Water Safety is a Shared 
Responsibility 
By Debbie Ferrari - Chair, Water Safety 
 

The busiest time on the lake, the July 4th 
celebration, is behind us.  Thank you to 
each one of you who takes special care to 
operate safely during the busy times, and 
every time, on the water.  We send a 
shout out to our Water Safety Patrol 
team, who takes special precautions and 
has "all hands on deck" during this 
holiday time.  Together we hope to 
continue to avoid any significant 
accidents or injuries so we all enjoy 
Lauderdale Lakes. 
 
Our Water Safety Patrol, as a part of the 
Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management 
District, operates three boats, two on 
Lauderdale and one on Pleasant Lake.  
The boat on Pleasant Lake is owned by 
the Town of LaGrange, who pays for all 
maintenance on that vessel.  For the 4th 
of July (and if both boats on Lauderdale 
were ever out of service), the Town 
allows the Water Safety Patrol to move 
the boat from Pleasant Lake to 
Lauderdale Lake.  This picture shows all 
three boats operated by the Team.  The 
one on the right is the boat that is usually 
on Pleasant Lake.  In case you didn't 
know ... the DNR, Lauderdale Lakes Lake 
Management District and Town of 
LaGrange all share the cost of our Water 
Safety Patrol. 
 
Each one of us using our lakes has the 
most important role in maintaining safety 
on our lakes.  Statewide boating laws can 
be found in the DNR Boating Regulations 
Handbook and Lauderdale Lakes boating 
laws can be found in the brochure 
published by the Lake District.  Both can 
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be found on the Lake District website at 
www.lauderdalelakedistrict.com.  
Following are the most frequent 
violations encountered by our Water 
Safety Patrol team.   

• PWC operating within 100' of 
another vessel at faster than 
"slow no wake" speed 

• Registration violation 
• Not having the required number 

of PFDs (Personal Flotation 
Devices) on board 

• Operating without a required 
safety certificate 

• Speeding 
• Lighting violations 

 
The Water Safety Patrol serves our 
community in many ways in addition to 
patrolling on the water.  Officer Chris St. 
Clair attended our LLIA Annual Meeting 
in early June, spoke with attendees 
before the meeting, and answered many 
questions during the Q&A session at the 
end.  Our Kid's Fish Jamboree would not 
be the same if the kids didn't have the 
opportunity to board one of the patrol 
boats and operate the blue lights and 
even the siren.  Thank you Officer St. 
Clair for covering both events! 
 
Each year the Water Safety Patrol 
conducts two DNR sanctioned Boating 
Safety Courses.  As a reminder, 
completion of a course accepted by the 
DNR is required for anyone born on or 
after January 1, 1989 (and at least 12 
years old) who wishes to operate any 
PWC or any motorized boat without an 
adult on board.  Officer Adam Freund 
conducted both courses this year which 

totaled 40 participants.  The courses are 
typically held June ... information on 
2019 courses will be in the February 2019 
edition of Shorelines.  We strongly 
encourage anyone who is required to 
take the course and everyone new to 
boating to take advantage of this class.  
In addition to covering state mandated 
information, they cover the additional 
laws that apply to Lauderdale Lakes. 
 
One final reminder ... last year the LLIA 
distributed Orange Flags to members to 
use when you are towing someone 
skiing, tubing, wakesurfing, etc, or 
retrieving them from the water.  While 
not required, we encourage you to use 
your Orange Flag so other boaters know 
to watch for someone in the water! 
 
COMPOSTING DO'S AND DON'TS 
By Don Henderson, Chair - Planning & 
Zoning 
 
As this article is being prepared the days 
are warm and no one wants to think of 
fall and winter ahead.  Still September 
will be cooler and October will bring 
falling leaves and lots of yard cleanup 
before the snow falls begin in late 
November.    

 
The Town of LaGrange Compost Site is 
open Saturdays from 10 am to 3 pm 
during the spring, summer and fall 
months. The Compost Site generally 
closes in Mid-November for the  winter.  
Generally, many residents take their 
leaves there in the fall. Remember to put 
your leaves and grass clippings at the far 
end for composting.  All brush and tree 
limbs should be put on the brush pile 
that is closer to the entrance.  Two 
separate compost piles are used because 
all the brush and tree limbs are 
processed through a mechanical grinder.  
The compost site is operated for the 
Town of LaGrange property owners and 
residents. Town of Sugar Creek residents 
may also use the Compost Site.   
 
No concrete, asphalt, or building 
material is accepted.  Also please take 
all your bags with you after emptying 
out leaves or grass clippings.  Plastic, 
cloth and paper bags are not part of the 
composting process.   Questions 
regarding the Compost Site may be 
directed to Highway Department 
Commissioner Pat Hoffmann. The Town 
Garage Telephone number is 262 495 
8822.  Please leave a message if Pat is 
not at the building, and he will return 
your call. 
 
 

REMINDER !! 
Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management District Annual Meeting & Budget Hearing 

 
WHEN:  Saturday, September 1st ... Registration @ 9:30 am; Meeting @ 10:00 am 
WHERE:  Lutherdale 
 
It is important to be informed about the many responsibilities of the Lake District.  All qualified electors 
and property owners within the District have the right to vote on the 2019 Budget, election of 
Commissioners, and other important matters.  Please see the District Dialogue or the Lake District 
website at www.lauderdalelakedistrict.com for more information. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE LAKE... 
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Sailing Club 
By Glenn Hansen - Commodore, 
Lauderdale Lakes Sailing Club 

What a great season it has been so far.  
We have enjoyed some terrific weather 
and a lot of fun racing.  The club has 
completed 10 races and already has 9 
different winners.  Mike Jaeger won our 
first race of the season, the Beisswanger 
trophy race on the Sunday after 
Memorial Day.  We had to move the race 
to Middle Lake due to high winds.  But, 
that move only helped a little, as some of 
our most experienced sailors flipped 
their boat into the water.  You may have 
noticed that we use a mast head float at 
the top of the mast.  It helps the boat 
stay up on its side until we can right 
ourselves and get back in the race.  
Safety first in our club!  Thanks again to 
Bill Crist and Tom & Jodi Engel for helping 
our sailors every Sunday on the course.  
A couple of weeks later, Ray Eichenlaub 
won the Bradley Cup and, soon after, 

Dave Cleveland won the 3rd annual 
Melges Cup race.  We really want to 
thank all the spectator boats that come 
out and cheer us on.  Thanks also to the 
other sport boats that give us room to 
complete our Sunday races.  We try and 
get our races going and finished as soon 
as the wind allows. 
 
Another highlight of the season so far 
was the gathering at the Van Kampens on 
Saturday, June 30th.  The gathering 
served as a fundraiser for Lake Geneva 

sailors Harry Melges and Finn Rowe.  The 
two VERY young sailors are working hard 
to be representatives of the USA on the 
Olympic Sailing team.  They sail a very 
light and fast boat know as the 49er.  We 
had a fantastic time, learned a lot about 
international sailing and we wish this 
team the very best. 
 
We have quite a few races left, including 
the Harry Truman race on the Sunday 
after Labor Day.  This race starts in Green 
Lake, travels through the channel and 
around the small island in Mill Lake.  We 
then head right back for a Green Lake 
finish.  After the race, we celebrate with 
our fall awards picnic where all the 
sailors can pick up their trophies 
celebrating a great season.  If you have 
any questions or comments, please reach 
out to us, or follow along by checking our 
website at 
www.lauderdalesailingclub.com. 
Thanks everyone and enjoy the rest of 
your summer. 

Who’s making all that noise? 
By Laura Allen - Commodore, Lauderdale 
Lakes Yacht Club 
It’s the Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club, of 
course!    What a summer this has been - 
and it’s not over yet!    We kicked off the 
season with a rockin’ time at Ivan’s on 
the Square for Cocktails with the 
Commodore in June.     The annual 
fireworks display were voted the best 
ever!   Many thanks to our committee 
members including Pete Spaulding and 
Jeff Angst who worked so hard to make it 
happen.   The fireworks are sponsored by 
the LLYC and made possible through the 
generous donation by homeowners and 
many local business.   No tax dollars are 
used for this event - it is all based on 
donations.    Please refer to our website 
(www.llyclub.com) so you can view the 
list of businesses that helped to fund this.    
Gratitude goes a long way.   Please be 
sure to express your appreciation either 
with a thank you, or better yet, by giving 
them your business! 
 
As a co-sponsor of the Kid's Fishing 
Jamboree, we were delighted with the 
turnout of young anglers, in spite of the 
less than favorable weather conditions.    
We had a great turnout for the Mexican 
Fiesta at Pleasant Lake in July.    

Attendees were rewarded with perfect 
weather, delicious Mexican taquiza from 
Supermercado and live steel drum music.     

 

But wait!   There’s more!    Mark your 
calendar for Saturday, August 25.   We 
will be hosting a golf outing and fish boil 
at Lauderdale Lakes Golf Course.   No 
need to golf!   Just sign up for the fish 
boil.    And if you are still in town on 
October 6th, join us for a Halloween 
theme party at 841 Brewhouse in 
Whitewater with dinner and live music by 
Cork ’n 
Classics. 
 
 
 
 
Learn more 
about the 
LLYC and 
the 
upcoming 
events on 
our 
website:  www.llyclub.com. 
 
Vacation Rentals in 
Unincorporated Walworth 
County 
By Shannon Haydin - Deputy 
Director/County Conservationist, 
Walworth County Land Use and 
Resources Management 
For many years Walworth County 
regulated vacation rentals through 
its zoning code.  On September 21, 
2017, Governor Scott Walker signed 
into law Wisconsin Act 59, part of 
which states local jurisdictions 
cannot prohibit stays between 7 and 
29 days and sets parameters for 
other regulations.  
 
After months of review and 
consideration, the Walworth County 
Board of Supervisors adopted a 
vacation rental licensing 
requirement in April of 2018.   The 
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license regulates things such as 
occupancy, parking, garbage pickup, 
and quiet hours and applies if the 
property is rented for periods less 
than 30 days.   
 
When trying to determine where the 
new licensing requirement should be 
placed in our code, the County decided it 
made the most sense to place it in our 
Environmental Code. One major concern 
with short term rentals includes 
overloading the septic system which has 
the potential to pollute our lakes and 
groundwater.   
 
A septic system is designed for a 
maximum daily flow into the 
absorption field.   Overloading the 
system can result in discharges of 
effluent into the groundwater or 
onto the surface.  A common 
misconception is that if the system is 
heavily used for just a few days, it 
will “catch up” when no one is there.  
Unfortunately, this is not the case.  
The absorption field is designed 
based on the rate of infiltration of 
the soils where the system was 
installed and it will fail if the 
maximum daily load is frequently 
exceeded.  
 
Septic systems are a known source 
of nitrate, phosphorous and 
bacterial contamination to our 
water.  Vacation rentals have often 
been occupied by many more people 
than the septic system is sized for.  
We know many of these homes have 
systems that were installed prior to 
the enactment of any regulation and 
there is a good chance that some are 
failing creating potential problems 
for water quality. 
 
In addition to limiting occupancy to 
the sizing of the sanitary facilities, 
the new County requirement also 
manages other public health and 
safety concerns such as timing of the 
placement of garbage to reduce the 
likelihood refuse is spread around 
the neighborhood by animals, quiet 
hours, and parking.   
 
The State of Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture Trade and Consumer 

Protection also issues Tourist 
Rooming House licenses for rentals 
less than 30 days.  The State license 
requires such things as an inspection 
of the property for sanitary handling 
of cookware and utensils as well as 
bedding and other linens.  They also 
review for occupancy based on room 
sizes and proper ingress and egress 
of sleeping areas. 
 
If you are renting your house or you 
are thinking of renting your house, 
the Land Use and Resource 
Management Department’s 
webpage (www.co.walworth.wi.us) 
has a link for “Short Term Rentals” 
that provides information on both 
the State and County licensing 
processes.  You can also always call 
our office at 262-741-4972 if you 
have questions. 

 Get Outside and Enjoy Nature 
with these KMLT Events 
By Maggie Zoellner - Executive Director, 
Kettle Moraine Land Trust 
Fall is a perfect time to volunteer with 
the Kettle Moraine Land Trust! Help us 
improve the county parks by removing 
invasive plants, trail trimming and 
beautifying the prairies.  Depending on 
the weather we might be able to collect 
native seed.  We will be working together 
on September 15th at Natureland Park at 
the south end of Whitewater Lake and 
October 27th from at Price Park north of 
Elkhorn. No experience necessary! 
 
Both volunteer events run from 9:00 am 
until noon.  Come for an hour or stay all 
morning.  A delicious lunch will be 
provided giving us time to chat and 
reflect on our accomplishments.  Please 
register by calling Maggie Zoellner at: 
(262) 949-7211 or email: 
maggie@kmlandtrust.org.  We also need 
help maintaining our beautiful local 
nature preserve – Petersen Island 
Woods. Contact Maggie to hear about 
these opportunities. 
 
Want to learn about the great outdoors 
without breaking a sweat?  Then join us 
for a fascinating discussion with 
Raymond Wiggers, author and natural 
history expert, on “Geology at the Local 
Level” on November 17th at 10:00 am at 

the Mukwonago Public Library.  This 
event is co-sponsored with Kettle 
Moraine Chapter - Wild Ones. 
 
The talk will discuss local earth history 
from bedrock to Ice Age landmarks and 
tell how our area’s modern landscape 
and human settlement patterns have 
been shaped by the massive geologic 
forces of changing climate, glaciers, 
invading seas and shifting 
continents…and how Wisconsin’s 
prairies, wetlands and forests have 
helped shape the landscape too.  
Everyone is welcome and there is no 
charge for attending. 

Lutherdale...Fun in the Summer 
and a Groundbreaking Fall 
By Jeff Bluhm - Executive Director, 
Lutherdale 
What a fantastic summer it has been. We 
have had 10 weeks of summer camp with 
kids coming from all over Southern WI 
and Northern IL. Summer camp is a 
magical time for kids and a real highlight 
of the year for us. As we move into 
September we will slow down a little and 
gear up for weekend guests. 
 
This summer has also been a time to 
finalize our new conference center and 
lodge plans. We are planning a ground 
breaking celebration on September 15th. 
The foundation will go in this fall and 
construction will start in the spring. 
Occasionally we get calls from our lake 
neighbors wanting to know more about 
what we are building. We held an open 
house in June for folks to stop in and see 
our plans. If you did not make it you can 
visit our website at www.lutherdale.org 
and click on the Capital Campaign button. 
Thank you to all our friends and 

neighbors who have come over this 
summer. We like to serve our greater 
community and invite you to consider 
using our beautiful campus in the future. 

http://www.co.walworth.wi.us/
http://www.lutherdale.org/
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Please Remember ... 
 

SUPPORT  OUR  
ADVERTISERS! 

 
Their support in our Lauderdale Lakes 
Directory is critical to the publication of 
our biennial Directory and they 
appreciate each of us support their 
business.  When you purchase goods or 
services from an advertiser, please 
remember to thank them for their 
support of the LLIA.  Many advertisers 
have been purchasing an ad in our 
Directory for a very long time and we 
thank them for their continued support.  
We also welcome our new advertisers 
(or those we have not seen for awhile), 
who look forward to your business. 

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the LLIA. 
LLIA claims all rights reserved as to the entire contents of this publication. 

Free Firewood 
 
This past year, Kettle Moraine Land Trust and the Town of LaGrange 
have harvested several dead, large trees along Oak Park Road in 
Petersen Island Woods Preserve to reduce the risk of a dead tree 
falling where it could cause injury to people or property.  Most of the 
brush was chipped and removed, but larger limbs and tree trunks 
were dropped into the Preserve boundary.  This wood is available for 
local use as firewood.  Larger limb sections will require splitting and 
local rental stores can provide trailer towed log splitters at a day rate. 
It is not appropriate to remove this wood from the county, since the 
trees died from Emerald Ash Borer or Oak Wilt! 
 
Where possible, Kettle Moraine Land Trust will be moving firewood to 
a central location, recently disturbed by construction activities.  It will 
be stacked across from W5559 Oak Park Road.  If someone is 
interested in getting a trunk or trunks sawn for lumber, they should 
contact Herb Sharpless at 630-460-5414.  Arbor Images has 
appropriate equipment to collect large trunk logs and they have log 
sawing equipment and reasonable rates. 
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