
 

 

 
MESSAGE 

FROM  
THE   
LLIA 

PRESIDENT 
  

Hello to all Lakers!  
 
Welcome to the first 2017 edition of 
Shorelines. As always, I want to 
thank all of our members for your 
terrific support in 2016. LLIA had 
another great year! 

• We set a new record for 
LLIA members in a non
-directory year. 

• We celebrated our 110th 
year as a community 
organization and threw 
an awesome party. 

• Our fish committee 
continued its successful fish 
stocking campaign, installed 
6 new fish cribs, built 6 
more, and added many new 
and talented folks to its 
ranks.  

• Our relationships and cooperation 
with state and local organizations 
continues to improve and grow. 

One of our key goals is to encourage 
more members of our community to 

get involved. There’s no shortage of 
opportunities to work with LLIA, the 
Lake District, Walworth County 
Lakes Association, LLYC, KMLT or 
any of the other terrific local 
organizations. It’s a terrific way to 

get involved and meet lots of 
awesome people. If you’ve not 
already done so, I encourage you to 
reach out and join one of these 
terrific organizations.    
 

Dave DeAngelis 
LLIA President    
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO  
SUPPORT OUR  

ADVERTISERS!!   
 
Their support is critical to the publi-
cation of our Directory and they 
appreciate each of us supporting 
their business.  When you purchase 
goods or services from an advertis-
er, please try to remember to thank 
them for their support of the LLIA.  
Many advertisers have been pur-
chasing an ad in our Directory for a 
very long time and we thank them 
for their continued support.  We 
also welcome our new advertisers 
(or those we have not seen for 
awhile), who look forward to your 
business: 

HELP 
This is our MEMBERSHIP 

PUBLICATION. 
Please join the LLIA,  it only cost 

$35. 

Surprises are coming at the annual 
LLIA meeting on June 10th.  

It’s a secret.  
But 

Maybe prizes for all members. 
 IT’S A SECRET! 

 
Join today 



 

 

 
LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

TOPICS 
By Don Henderson 

 
TOWN BOARD ELECTION 

 
This year the Second, Third, and Fourth Side 
Supervisor positions are being filled by Elec-
tions.  Elections will be held Tuesday, April 4, 
2017.  Candidates elected to the Town Board 
serve two year terms of office.  Candidates 
must file formal nomination papers to be on the 
election ballot, and the closure date was Janu-
ary 5, 2017. 
 
Two incumbent Town of LaGrange Supervi-
sors have filed as Candidates for re-election as 
the Second, and Third Side supervisor posi-
tions, and they are unopposed.  The Fourth 
Side Supervisor position has been filled by Jeff 
Schramm who is retiring from the Town Board.  
John Anderson has filed nomination papers and 
is running unopposed for this position.   
 
Don Sukala filed papers to be re-elected to the 
Second Side Supervisor Position, Town of 
LaGrange.   Don has served on the Town 
Board since 1999. Don currently serves as 
Chair of the Building and Roads Committee, 
and he works closely with the Road Commis-
sioner.  This position includes responsibility to 
plan, assess, review and bring proposals and 
contracts to the Board for all major Town road 
maintenance improvements; all Town buildings 
including the Town Hall, Town Highway De-
partment Garage, Boat House, and related 
equipment are also the responsibility of this 
committee. He is also a member of the Town 
Safety Committee.  Don and his wife Beth 
have lived in the Town of LaGrange many 
years.  They lived on Lauderdale Lakes most of 
the time, and still have a boat on the lake even 
though they moved to a different home close to 
the lake recently. Don owns and operates a 
Plumbing Business that serves the local area. 
Don’s decision to run for office again is based 
on his strong desire to support local govern-
ment and represent the Town of LaGrange 
property owners and residents. 
 
Mark Bromley filed papers to be re-elected as 
Third Side Supervisor in the upcoming elec-
tion.  He served as First Side Supervisor from 
2006 to January 2010 when he resigned to 
enter the Walworth County Judicial election 
primary.  Mark also served as the District 3 
Walworth County Supervisor from 2008 to 
2010.  Mark was elected to the Third Side Su-
pervisor position in the April 2011 election, 
and he is the Chair of the Safety Committee 
and a member of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.   
 

Mark and his wife Pat are the fifth 
generation to live on his family farm on 

Greening Road.  He is presently an Assistant 
Attorney General at the Wisconsin Department 
of Justice.  Mark practiced law from an office 
at the farm from 2004-2010.  Previously he 
was a partner in the Kinney & Urban Law Firm 
in Lancaster, WI from 1978 to2002. 
 
Mark looks forward to being re-elected and 
continue serving the public as an elected super-
visor.  He stated, “We must care for the land, 
which will remain long after we all turn to dust.  
Those entrusted with the power to govern 
should do so for the public welfare.  That in-
cludes maintaining reasonable laws and rules to 
make community life pleasant, while minimiz-
ing government's intrusion into the lives of 
American citizens.  The right to be left alone is 
important, and mandates restraint in govern-
ment.  On the other hand, reasonable govern-
mental regulation of conduct that affects the 
rights of others preserves community values 
and public harmony”. 
 
John Anderson filed papers to be elected as the 
Fourth Side Supervisor.  John and his wife 
Karen moved to the Town of LaGrange in No-
vember 2007 where they purchased the Ye 
Olde Manor House Bed and Breakfast, which 
they have operated since that time. 
 
John is an attorney who is licensed in New 
York and Wisconsin.  He practiced law in the 
New York City Civil Court, Criminal Court 
and the Court of International Trade as a Senior 
Court Attorney over a twenty-eight-year period 
before moving to the Town of LaGrange.  
Since moving here, John has served on the 
board of the Elkhorn-based Circle of Friends 
Mission Thrift Shoppe as Vice President, a 
member of the Kitchen Cabinet of the Lake 
Geneva Kitchen Walk, and as a member of the 
Plan and Zone Commission of the Town of 
LaGrange. 
 
Mark the Election on your calendar now and 
please take time to vote on April 4, 2017.   
 

WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE 
 

Winter road conditions can vary considerably 
depending on snowfall amounts, variation in 
temperature and sometimes even rain then 
snow or vice versa.  Heavy wet snow, followed 
by temperatures below 10 F, can result in con-
ditions where not all the snow was removed 
from our roadways during plowing, and yet the 
salt/sand mixture that we spread on the roads is 
less than 100% effective. This is especially 
evident in some of our hilly. narrow, tree lined 
roads around the lake and in the rural areas. 
The sand aids in traction, but the salt simply 
doesn’t work in the very cold temperatures 
especially in the shaded areas to melt the ice. 
The Town is using as much salt as they can 
afford and this is supplemented by sand. So 
please use caution when travelling around the 
lake and throughout the Town of LaGrange.    

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

                   
The volunteer fire fighters and EMT’s serving 
the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 
responded to 230 total calls for support during 
2016.  Total calls were 13 more in 2016 than in 
2015, and the Department averaged 4.4 call 
responses per week during 2016.  Once again 
the Emergency Rescue Team had the most 
activity answering 177 calls, an increase of 12 
over 2015.  Fire fighters responded to 53 total 
calls during 2016 an increase of one more than 
2015. On average over the past three years the 
Department responded to 214 calls per year.  
That is the equivalent of 4.1 RESPONSE 
CALLS EACH WEEK.  Over the past 10 
years the total number of response calls has 
increased nine of the 10 years.    
 
“Volunteers continue to be the vital link mak-
ing this department a success,” related Fire 
Chief John “Curly” Duerst. The volunteer fire 
fighter staff approved level is 42 members, and 
it is currently 33 members. This past year five 
Volunteer Fire Fighters retired or resigned 
when moving away.  New volunteer members 
are always welcome, and volunteers are urgent-
ly needed as the overall staff level is down 
21% at this time.   
 Men and women volunteers receive extensive 
education before they are assigned to regular 
duty.  If you or someone you know is interested 
in becoming a volunteer, please call Chief 
Curly Duerst at 262 495 8610. Especially need-
ed are those people that could be available 
during the weekdays. 

 
(Con�nued on page 3) 2 

Fire Fight-
ers placing 
the rescue 

harness on a 
person in 
the water.  

SPECIAL TRAINING 
 

Various Special Training exercises are 
scheduled each year to assure Fire Fighters 
have the skills necessary to meet many dif-
ferent conditions.  Saturday, January 28, 
fifteen Fire Fighters led by Lt. Ben Clark did 
practice through the ice water rescue drills 
on our lake.   The weather/ice did cooperate 
with aprox 11” of ice.  Our newest member 
as well as some of our more experienced 
members participated and taught the valua-
ble skill. They have 4 “Rescue suits” and 
hope they will never have to use them for 
real. But if they do, they are prepared and 
skilled in this fine art of rescue. 



 

 

ANNUAL FIREMEN’S DANCE TO 
RAISE MONEY FOR DEPARTMENT 

EQUIPMENT 
 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-
ment’s annual dance will be held on Satur-
day, April 15, 2017.  Tickets will be 
mailed to Town of LaGrange property 
owners and residents about three weeks 
before the dance.   The proceeds from the 
dance will be used for upgrading the De-
partment Turn Out Equipment.  
 
Watch for your Firemen’s Dance tickets 
that will arrive in your mail during March, 
and please remember to support the De-
partment.  Your Lauderdale-LaGrange 
Fire Department is 
totally staffed by 
volunteer Fire 
Fighters from the 
local area, and all 
donations are used 
for improving the 
equipment they use.   
 
The Department Fire Fighters express 
“their heartfelt thanks to all the property 
owners and residents in the Town of La-
Grange for continued support through 
fund raising efforts and participation in 
Department events. Without your support 
we could not have the trucks and equip-
ment to safely and effectively meet the 
community need for emergency service.  
Your support has been and will continue 
to be an important aspect of our Depart-
ment success, and we thank each of you 
for your support!”  
 
Chief Duerst also stated that “He is very 
thankful for the dedication of all current 

and past volunteer fire fighters.  Their en-
thusiastic participation, dedication to train-
ing, and unselfish contribution of personal 
time to the Department make this one of 
the best Volunteer Departments in the 
State.”  
 

SAILING CLUB 
By Peter Van Kampen  

 
LLSC: Here are a few more pictures from 
our Awards Picnic held last fall. If you 
know someone interested in learning to 
sail or in joining our club, have them get 
in touch with me: Peter Van Kampen at 
pvk1655 @gmail.com or 742 2567. Check 
out the web page to see what we are all 
about. Lauderdalesailingclub.com.  
 
 For 2016 here are the winners: 
 
• Jack Sorenson. was winner of the But 

Wiser Trophy 
 
• Glenn Hansen. Was winner of the 

Melges Cup named for Buddy 
Melges, Wisconsin’s greatest sailor. 

 
• Mike Jaeger. Was winner of the RO-

JO Trophy 
 
• Jim Johnson was winner of the Walsh 

Trophy  
 

LAKE DISTRICT TOPICS 
By Peter Van Kampen  

 
Pier Permits:  

 
The ice will melt and Spring is just around 
the corner as they say. If a new or replace-
ment pier is in your plans this season get 
in touch with Andi White and learn the 
requirements. You can get in touch with 
Andi by email: pierinspec-
tion@lauderdalelakedistrict.com or by 
phone: 262 903 0057 
 

Septic Program: 
 

Andi White also coordinates the Septic 
Pumping Program for the Lake District. 
Same contact number as above: 262 903 
0057.  

Lauderdale Lakes Lake  
Management District (LLLMD)  

By Pete Van Kampen 
 
The Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management Dis-
trict, (Lake District) and the other organizations 
on the Lakes including the Yacht Club, Im-
provement Association, and the Kettle Moraine 
Land Trust are all made up of Lauderdale 
Lakes volunteers. We share a simple objective 
of taking care of these lakes for the current 
property owners as well as future generations.  
 
The DNR, in recognition of the cooperation 
that they observed over the years presented an 
award to Lauderdale Lakes Organizations for 
the outstanding cooperation among these or-
ganizations. This is not an annual award that 
they give out, they created this award because 
they were impressed by the level of coopera-
tion that these groups demonstrated. The other 
lesson here is that this level of cooperation is 
not common on all lakes.  
 
The Lake District is made up of 5 elected board 
members and two appointed board members as 
per the laws of the State of Wisconsin. The 
appointees are from the County and the Town. 
The 5 elected board members are volunteers 
who have served as follows: 
 
• Scott Mason 22 yrs. 

• Peter Van Kampen 16 yrs. 

• Jack Sorenson 13 yrs. 

• Greg Wisniewski 4 yrs., replaced Wally 
Yandel who served for 16 yrs. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Con�nued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
2017 

 
DATE                      EVENT 
3-18-17              KMLT hike 
4-4-17                   LaGrange Town Board  
                    Elec�on   
4-15-17       Fire Dept Annual Dance 
4-22-17           LLIA Director Mtg 
5-20-17              Boa�ng Safety Class 
6-10-17      Boa�ng Safety Cla 
6-10-17           LLIA Annual Membership               
                                            Mee�ng 
7-1-17                  LLYC 4th of July Firework 
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Pulling the person from the water out 
onto the ice.  Note the ropes extend all 
the way to the shore to assure that fire 

fighters and rescued person will be pulled 
to safety if the ice breaks away.   

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-
ment’s annual dance will be held on  

Saturday, April 15, 2017.   



 

 

• Debbie Ferrari   2 yrs., replaced Nestor Dy-
hdalo who served for 19 yrs. 

Here is a partial list of  projects addressed by 
the Board : 
 
v Initiated the septic program that inspects 

every system in the District every three 
years which avoided the entire District be-
ing sewered, saving the property owners 
over $5 million. 

v Installed a 2 retention basins to contain 
runoff that would otherwise go into the 
Lakes. 

v Organized the purchase of the Don Jean Bay 
wetlands to prevent any future attempts for 
housing development, creating an environ-
mental buffer, a place for the Aqua Skiers, 
parking for the Water Patrol, parking for the 
weed harvesting equipment and a place for 
the fireworks. 

v Installed boardwalks to ease the access to 
this property with all volunteer labor. 

v Installed a wharf on the property to make it 
safer for the Aqua skiers. 

v Organized the purchase of the golf course to 
prevent housing development and paid off 
in 18 years. Managed the golf course frugal-
ly during this period. 

v Established environmental zones on the 
Lakes with the DNR to protest our most 
valuable asset. 

v Purchased the home on the Golf Course and 
converted it to a Community Center. 

v Worked with other Lauderdale Organiza-
tions to prevent dense development of the 
Girl Scout property. 

v Took over the Pier Inspection service from 
the Town of LaGrange. 

v Took over the Town’s water patrol program 
by integrating it into the Lake District pro-
gram so now there is only one. This saves 
money and is better for the Lake Communi-
ty. 

v Managed the installation of new culverts at 
the outlet and thus prevented any high water 
levels that result in long periods of Slow No 
Wake. 

v Gutted and rebuilt one of the Water Patrol 
boats over an entire summer with 90% vol-
unteer labor. 

v Fixed the Leak in the Lake and conducted a 
multi-year comprehensive study and took 
actions to prevent its re-occurrence. 

v After paying off the Golf Course the District 
has initiated a long term study and planning 
to replace the Club House and Community 
Center with one new building. 

 
On an on-going bases these same volunteers 
are responsible to: 
 
v Manage the weed harvesting program (4 

employees) 
v Manage the Water Patrol program (16
-18 employees) 

v Manage the Golf Course (8-12 employees) 
v Manage the dam and related water outflow 

inspection program 
v Manage the Septic inspection and pumping 

program 
v Manage the Clean Boats Clean Waters pro-

gram (1 employee) 
v Manage the pier permit program (1 employ-

ee) 
v Manage the budgets to be approved by the 

property owners  
v Manage all income and expenses 
 
All organizations on Lauderdale welcome help. 
If you want to get involved look in the front of 
the Telephone Directory produced by the 
Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 
(LLIA) where the organizations are listed. If 
you don’t have the time or inclination to volun-
teer then try to attend at least the annual Lake 
District meeting each September. It’s on Labor 
Day weekend each year because we feel the 
most people will be up at the Lake on that 
weekend. Or join the LLIA and meet with them 
once or more per year. You will be much better 
informed if you do and you’ll come away with 
the feeling that the future of the Lakes are in 
good hands. It is the perfect forum to share your 
questions or concerns. 
 
If you don’t have the time to volunteer or go to 
meetings then please  support those who do. If 
you hear a fact about something on the Lake 
you don’t like, first find out if it’s true, then 
express your dislike of this to the organization 
in charge. All the organizations have phone 
numbers  in the LLIA Directory.,  
 
Let’s hear from you, the more we hear the better 
job the volunteers can do. The better job they do 
will increase our chances of enjoying the next 
110 years as much as we have in the past 110 
years. Together we can make this work for all 
of us.  

 
WATER QUALITY UPDATE 
FOR LAUDERDALE LAKES 

By Dave DeAngelis 

The Water Quality Update 
The “Ice-On” dates for our three lakes this 
year are as follows: 
 

• Mill Lake – 12/13/16 
• Middle Lake – 12/13/16 
• Green Lake – 12/19/16 

 
Our historical data shows that Mill and 
Middle Lakes typically freeze over within 
the same week of each other, so 2016-2017 
is very consistent with past years. Green 
Lake often freezes over 1-2 weeks later 
than Middle and Mill Lakes. We can credit 
the extreme cold weather in December for 

all three lakes freezing over within 6 days 
of each other. As of the end of January, 
many locations on our lakes have 12”+ of 
ice. On average, the ice goes out on our 
lakes in mid-March. Assuming we are on 
schedule, we will have 90+ days of full ice 
cover on all three lakes. 
 
Once the lakes are fully open, we will 
begin the 2017 water quality testing pro-
gram for Lauderdale Lakes. Below are 5 
facts that may interest you regarding our 
water testing program: 
 
 
1) We begin testing as soon as possible 

after the lakes are open. In practical 
terms, it starts when Steve Smith puts 
my bass boat in the water (Steve – I’ll be 
calling you soon!). 

2) We test each lake in the deepest location. 
We know these locations by heart, but 
we also use depth finders to confirm that 
we are in the correct location. 

3) We test for water clarity (SECCHI 
DISC) twice per month.  

4) We test for dissolved oxygen and tem-
perature (HACH METER) once per 
month. We collect this data at 5 foot 
intervals, from the surface to the lake 
bottom.  

5) We take samples to measure the PHOS-
PHOROUS LEVELS in each lake 4 
times per year. These samples are taken 
in May, June, July and August. We ship 
these samples to the WDNR for analysis. 

6) We take samples to measure CHLORO-
PHYLL LEVELS in each lake 3 times 
per year. These samples are taken in 
June, July and August. These samples 
are sent to the WDNR for analysis. 

7) Lastly, we report visual observations that 
help “connect the dots” to help under-
stand lake water conditions. Below is the 
list of attributes that we monitor: 

 
• Lake water level 
• Water column appearance 
• Water color 
• Visual perception of water quality 
• Wind, temperature and sun/cloud 

conditions during testing 
• Water surface conditions during testing 
• Wild life observations 
 
Have a terrific winter. See you on the 
lake!! 
 

(Con�nued from page 3) 
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KETTLE MORAINE LAND 
TRUST 

Your Partner with Nature 

By Dave DeAngelis 
Winter brings snow and snow means shov-
eling, but it also means we get to enjoy 
nature in a new way. KMLT’s Petersen 
Island Woods Preserve is open for your 
enjoyment all winter long.  

Our volunteer crews keep busy over the 
winter clearing downed branches from the 
trail.  The new Trailside Terrace graces the 
entrance to the trail with several steps lead-
ing you into a winter wooded wonderland. 
Trailside Terrace is constructed with en-
gravable bricks that honor members, spe-
cial  occasions or someone dear.   

Details about how to request an engraved 
brick and information on all KMLT      
preserves can be found on the KMLT   
website: www.kmlandtrust.org 

The preserve features rolling kettles and 
moraines, characteristic of the area, as well 
as scenic overlooks. A new brick terrace 
and steps grace the trail entrance located at 
the parking lot at the end of Oak Park 
Drive on the west side of Lauderdale 
Lakes.  The trail is 0.5 miles long one way 
and ends at West Shore Drive. This nature 
preserve is one of four preserves KMLT 
manages and provides a beautiful view of 
Lauderdale Lakes. 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust is pleased to 
announce that it has received a grant for 
the third year from the Elkhorn Communi-
ty Fund, a chapter of the Community 
Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, to sup-
port our educational field day for Elkhorn 
area high school students. KMLT’s Day in 
the Woods program gives students the op-
portunity to experience restoring nature.  It 
provides local students with hands-on con-
servation experience to motivate them to 
become conscientious environmental citi-
zens.    

Our first event in 2017 is our Volunteer 
Recognition & Hike at Camp Alice Ches-
ter on March 18th. Camp Alice Chester is a 
100 year old active Girl Scout Camp on 
Booth Lake north of East Troy. New vol-
unteers are always welcome! Put your 
skills to use helping to improve KMLT 
preserves, assist with education programs, 

or perhaps suggest to us how you can help.  
To find out more about how to become a 
member or volunteer, visit 
www.kmlandtrust.org. 
The Trust is non-profit conservation organ-
ization with an all volunteer board of direc-
tors.  Programs and conservation projects 
are managed by Executive Director Mag-
gie Zoellner, with the help of Melissa 
Hunter, Program Assistant.  A tax deduc-
table donation of $35 or more provides 
annual membership with the Trust.  Mem-
bers receive get free or reduced admission 
to KMLT nature events, Nature Newsletter 
is mailed to your home three times a year.  
You’ll also get notice of hikes, nature out-
ings and volunteer opportunities in the area 
 
Membership donations can be made by 
mail to KMLT, PO Box 176, Elkhorn, WI, 
53121, or through a secure online page at 
www.kmlandtrust.org    The Trust office is 
located at the Lauderdale Community Cen-
ter near the intersection of Sterlingworth 
Drive and Highway 12/67.   
  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
HISTORY ARTICLE  

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

Cranes on Lauderdale 

 
Have you noticed several pairs of great big 
birds that stalk around certain yards and 
certain marshy areas of our lakes in sum-
mer? Or, more likely, have you heard their 
raucous calls early in the morning? 
They’re not blue herons, which are also 
large and often stand on piers or wade 
through shallow areas near the shore. 
These birds are even bigger, standing al-
most 4 feet high and appearing brown in 
color with a red patch on their heads. 
They’re sandhill cranes. If you’ve been 
visiting Lauderdale for more than about 12 
years, you may realize that they are rela-
tively new to our summer scene. Or, more 
precisely, they just came back. The disap-
pearance and return of sandhills neatly 
follows certain economic and policy trends 
in Wisconsin’s 19th and 20th century histo-
ry. Now, it appears, they’re here to stay. 
(Continued from page 6) 
 
Knowing that cranes probably inhabited 
Wisconsin long before European settlers 
did, the History Column contacted the In-
ternational Crane Foundation in Baraboo, 
Wis. to learn why no cranes lived at 
Lauderdale for most of the 20th century and 
why they returned in the 21st.  
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(Continued from page 5) 
According to Anne Lacy, the Foundation’s 
Crane Research Coordinator, sandhills 
indeed lived throughout the eastern United 
States in large numbers until the 1800s. 
People certainly hunted and ate them. In 
“Wilderness Incarnate,” by Kent Van Horn 
(Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine, 
October 2011), documents from settlers in 
the 17th century note that cranes appeared 
on the menu at dinner, likely even when 
the Pilgrims first enjoyed the bounty of 
North America. 
 
As settlements swept voraciously west-
ward, of course, cranes were only one of 
many species that fell victim to hunting 
and habitat loss. A History of Walworth 
County, published in 1882, bemoans the 
fact that “the ax has already leveled much 
of the great woods, so that there is now a 
great falling off in numbers of our old fa-
miliar feathered friends.” For cranes, the 
draining of wetlands for farming struck a 
heavier blow than axes. Cranes are omniv-
orous, eating seeds and grains, insects, 
larvae, frogs and other small delectables. 
They like marshes and wet prairies with 
open areas surrounded by some cover, 
such as shrubs. As settlers moved in and 
began farming all the land they could, they 
often disregarded its quality as farmland. 
They drained standing water and even 
farmed sandy soils in central Wisconsin, 
Lacy said. At the same time, hunters began 
shipping game to places like Chicago, put-
ting more pressure on tasty birds like 
cranes. 
 
By the early 20th century, crane popula-
tions had been decimated. According to 
Lacy, a student of the famous Wisconsin 
naturalist Aldo Leopold reported finding 
only 25 breeding pairs of sandhills in Wis-
consin in the early 1930s. But by then, the 
habitat picture was changing. Federal leg-
islation, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
signed in 1916, protected cranes and other 
species from hunting and set aside some 
land in central Wisconsin for breeding. 
Long-time Lakes resident Betsy Ingle, who 
grew up in Madison, recalls that her father, 
a recreational hunter, accidentally killed a 
sandhill once and took pains to hide the 
evidence, since the ban on hunting them 
was taken very seriously. 
 

Another important historical 
event had perhaps as big an im-

pact on cranes – the Great Depression. 
Lacy explained that Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt’s back-to-work programs in the 
Midwest following the Depression enticed 
many farming families away from margin-
al land in Wisconsin and sent them off to 
Milwaukee and other cities for factory 
jobs. Their abandoned fields were simply 
allowed to return to marshland. Wisconsin 
now possesses 50 percent of its pre-
settlement wetlands, an impressive propor-
tion. 

 

Sandhill cranes, which, Lacy noted, are a 
hearty and adaptable species, returned and 
bred very successfully in the 20th century. 
So, why didn’t we see them at Lauderdale 
until this century? Lacy suggested that 
Walworth County sports less ideal condi-
tions for cranes than counties further north 
with great marshes like Horicon Marsh and 
Bong Recreational Area. We are now wit-
nessing the spread of a successful species 
to places that wouldn’t necessarily be their 
first choice. The cranes we see migrate 
south to Florida and back each year. Popu-
lations from the northern marshes traveled 
through Walworth County, and some – 
perhaps initially non-breeding flocks – 
began to stay as the population grew. Since 
sandhills don’t reach breeding age until 
they are several years old, young birds 
spend the summers in small flocks and 
might initially have sought places on the 
margins of thickly crane-settled areas. 
 
We definitely see breeding pairs –cranes 
mate for life -- on Lauderdale now. If 
you’re lucky, you might see parents with a 
colt feeding across from the Landing or 

back in the wetlands at the end of Middle 
Lake. Or even in your yard. Lakes resident 
Floyd Pochowski, whose Middle Lake 
property in the springs affords prime crane 
viewing, watches a crane pair dance on his 
lawn every spring. He noted that these 
impressive birds have no fear of Canada 
geese, and will chase 20-30 out of his yard 
if they wish to feed. 
 
Cranes are successful enough, in fact, that 
they are a nuisance to farmers in the 
spring, pulling up young crops when they 
return from their migration. Lacy said that 
farmers are beginning to use a product 
called Avipel from Arkion Life Science, 
which—when used as a pre-treatment-- 
makes corn seed taste bad to birds. 
 
Wisconsin does not allow sandhill hunting, 
although a season has been under discus-
sion. Some other states—including Minne-
sota and Kentucky, do have crane seasons. 
If you are bitten by the crane bug, howev-
er, you can make your shoreline crane 
friendly by allowing the growth of cattails 
and emergent vegetation. Cranes don’t like 
shrubs right along the shore. Also, the In-
ternational Crane Foundation in Baraboo is 
a great place to visit. The Foundation wel-
comes volunteers to help with its Annual 
Crane Count, held this year on April 8 
from 5:30-7:30 a.m. To learn about partici-
pating go to: https://
www.savingcranes.org/education/annual-
midwest-crane-count/ --  
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A pair of sandhill cranes and their 
two colts feed on a lawn in Middle 

Lake. 

SAVE  THE  DATE !! 
LLIA ANNUAL MEMBER-

SHIP MEETING 
By Debbie Ferrari 

 

Saturday, June 10th 

Lutherdale Bible 
Camp 

 
9-10am - Registration, Refreshments 
& pick up your new Directory 
10-11:30 am – Meeting 
 
We are working on a final agenda…
there will be more info in the May 
Shorelines and you will receive a 
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February 2017 
 
Dear Lauderdale Lake Resident;             
 

           THIS IS NOT A NEW MESSAGE ! 
THIS IS NOT A NEW PLEA ! 

 
We are calling on all residents of Lauderdale Lakes to help us by becoming a member of the LLIA.  
 

The membership fee is the only source of income for the Association. 
 
Our lakes may have changed over the years, but many of the issues and concerns remain the same. People are drawn to 
our lake community to enjoy the pristine water quality, the great recreational boating opportunities, sailing, and fishing. 
The location, tranquilly, and beauty of our lake community make it a wonderful place to live.  
 
The Association remains dedicated to preserving the natural state of our lakes and land to the best of our ability. In addi-
tion, the LLIA has several key functions that provide tremendous benefits to the community: 
 
• We provide an open line of communication between the homeowners and the local government.  
 
• We publish a quarterly newsletter, (Shorelines) that members can receive via mail, email or can be viewed online at 
www.llia.org. The newsletter and website allow members to keep abreast of activities on our lakes and in the Town of 
LaGrange. 
 
 • We provide bi-monthly water quality testing on all three of our lakes from April through October. Data collection in-
cludes water clarity, oxygen levels, water temperature and chemical analysis. This information is extremely important to 
the community in that we want healthy lakes now and in the future. This testing allows us to proactively address the 
health of our lakes. 
 
 • The LLIA Fish Committee organizes and coordinates annual fish stocking in our lakes each fall. This committee 
works closely with the WDNR to ensure that we are stocking the right fish at the right frequency. Fishermen are seeing 
the benefits of this committee. The increase in bass, northern and walleye caught in our lakes in recent years has 
been incredible. The LLIA, along with contributions from individual residents, has paid for nearly all of the fish that 
have been stocked in our lakes. This has been accomplished by all volunteers.   
 
 • We partner with the Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club and Kettle Moraine Land Trust to hold an annual Children’s Fish 
Jamboree every July. This Jamboree encourages and educates our children about fresh water fishing and the lake envi-
ronment. 
 
 • Every other year, we publish a new LLIA Directory. This year, 2017, we will be publishing a new free directory for 
all members. This is a valuable resource for LLIA members. The directory includes addresses and contact information 
of LLIA members, important local ordinances, Lake District Information, Town Officers, and a guide to local business-
es that support the LLIA. The directory is provided free with your membership.  
  
Please complete a membership form today and return it with your payment to the address listed on the form. The mem-
bership fee is the only source of income for the Association. The annual membership cost is only $35. We sincerely ap-
preciate your support. 
 
Bud Vance 
LLIA Membership Chairperson 



 

 

(2017 LAUDERDALE  LAKES IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION                                      
MEMBERSHIP FORM      2017 Feb. Shorelines 

 
COMMITTEES –           Check  if   interested in helping 

 
Conservancy _______Communication ______ Fish  ______History ______Membership _______Planning & Zoning ________ 
Water Quality________ Web Site  ________Water Safety_________ Property (environmental issues ________ 
The LLIA needs your help and input! Your Association has a proud history of members who generously help protect our lakes and you are welcome to join this on
-going effort by serving on a committee. 

 
Please note: If you indicated an interest in the past, but have not been contacted, please be aware that committees have varying needs and assistance. As these needs 
change from time to time, committee chairs contact volunteers as necessary. If you check a committee, it indicates your willingness to serve beginning with this 
membership season.  If you have any questions about the activities of these committees, call Dave DeAngelis President (847-223-6268). 

 
Note: First time LLIA Members receive a Lauderdale History Book as a welcome gift 

(Please  fill  in  the  complete  form) 
 

You may choose to receive your LLIA newsletter “Shorelines” via the Internet or as a  paper           PLEASE PRINT 
Document via U.S. Mail. Please CIRCLE your preference:  INTERNET - U.S. MAIL 

 
E-MAIL-ADDRESS    

 
 L.L. NUMBER     
  
NAME/S ______________________________________    ________________________________________ 

                                                    (Last)                                               (First) 
 

  LAKE ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________ ELKHORN, WI 53121 
                                                                                   Street address) 
 
 

LAKE TELEPHONE NUMBER  (262)    
 

.PERMANENT ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                         (Street address) 
 
                                              __________________________________________________________________________________ 

(City) (State)                       (Zip) 
 

PERMANENT ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBER    (  )   
 

 
CELL PHONE NUMBER    (  )   

ANNUAL DUES…………………………………..$ 35.00 
Optional: 
(Fill in any appropriate blanks) 
LAKE PRESERVATION FUND:                              $   _______ 

 FISH STOCKING:                                         $  _______  

LAUDERDALE  HISTORY BOOKS: 
  (Qty.) @   $9.00 each .                                    $  ________   
Includes postage & handling …… 
T 
OTAL ENCLOSED ……...………………….…….… $    _________ 
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                                Make checks payable to: 
 
  LAUDERDALE LAKES      
  IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
                                         Mail to: 
 
Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 
c/o Charles H.  Sharpless, LLIA Treasurer 
33W541 Brewster Creek Circle 
Wayne, IL 60184 



 

 

2017 BOATING SAFETY 
COURSES 

Ken  Blanke  
 
IMPORTANT!  Successful completion of 
a boating safety course accepted by the 
Wisconsin DNR is required for anyone 
born on or after January 1, 1989 (and at 
least 12 years of age) who wishes to oper-
ate a personal watercraft (PWC, which 
includes jet-skis, wave-runners etc.), or 
wishes to operate a motorized boat without 
an adult onboard.  So if you will be 28 this 
year (or are younger) you need a boating 
safety certificate to operate a motorboat 
(without parental supervision) or a PWC. 

 
Two Wisconsin DNR-sanctioned boating 
safety courses will be offered this spring 
and summer by the Lauderdale Lakes Wa-
ter Patrol.  We strongly recommend you 
take advantage of our local courses since 
they include information on our local boat-
ing ordinance (which is not included in 
other available courses).  The two-day 
class dates and locations are as follows: 
 
May 20-21 La Grange Town Hall – max 
class size 25  
 
June 10-11 La Grange Town Hall – max 
class size 25  
 
 The La Grange Town Hall is at N7899 
County Road H, Whitewater, WI 
(intersection of H and Territorial Road).  
 
TO REGISTER FOR 2017 BOATING 

SAFETY CLASSES: 
 
You must register online on the Wiscon-
sin DNR website AFTER March 1st 2017. 
The website is: dnr.wi.gov.  Click on 
“Recreation”, then “Boat” in the drop 
down menu (under the Statewide heading).  
On the Boating in Wisconsin page, click 
the “Sign up” button.  To search for and 
enroll in upcoming classes select the 
Course Type option “BOAT” and County 
“WALWORTH”.  Then you can select 1 of 
2 classes offered by Lauderdale Lakes 
Water Patrol. If you have any questions 
the Instructor Officer Adam Freund’s 
phone number and e-mail address will be 
listed. 
 
Each student must have a DNR  
Customer ID number to register online.  
You can obtain this ID number online or 
by calling DNR customer service at 1-888-

936-7463, 7 days a week, 7 am – 10 pm. 
Also bring this ID number with you the 
day of class as part of the final registration 
process. There is a $10 course registration 
fee that will be collected during registra-
tion on the first day of the class. 
 
The courses are open to adults and chil-
dren, 10 years and older. A parent must 
accompany their child to course registra-
tion which will take place between 8:30 – 
9:00 am on the first day. The formal class 
will start at 9:00 am. The classes will run 
until 4:00 pm on the first day (Saturday) 
and until approximately 1:00 pm on the 
second day (Sunday).  Although compli-
mentary water and soda will be provided, 
students need to bring a sack lunch. When 
attending the class, wear comfortable 
clothing and bring paper and pencils. 
There will be a written test at the end of 
the course 
 

LUTHERDALE NEWS 
By Jeff Bluhm,  

Executive Director 
 
Life at Lutherdale is very busy at this time 
of year. Each weekend we have retreats 
and programs going on that keep our cam-
pus humming along.  
We also spend a lot of time preparing for 
the summer camp season and the hundreds 
of kids who will be coming for a fun filled 
week. 
 
As many of you return to the lake this 
spring and summer, we invite you to come 
to our public fish fry events. Chef Mike 
does a great job of providing a wonderful 
meal for you to enjoy. All are welcome to 
join us on April 28, May 26, June 30, July 
28, August 11, and August 25th. Let us do 
the fishing. Come and enjoy a great meal 
with a beautiful view. 
 
If you have kids or grandkids that will be 
up at the lake this summer, you might con-
sider having them experience a week at 
camp. Our summer season opens on June 
11 and ends on August 11. Call the office 
at 262-742-2352 to request a brochure or e
-mail us at info@lutherdale.org. Each 
week of camp has a special theme and you 
can learn more by visiting our website 
www.lutherdale.org . Lutherdale will also 
be hosting two very important medical 
camps this summer. Camp Odayin is a 
camp for children with congenital heart 
issues and Camp Oasis is for kids who 

suffer with Crohn’s and Colitis. If you 
know of a family who has a child with one 
of these conditions, pass the word along so 
they can consider one of these special 
camps. 
 
TEAM USA is a special camp for adults 
with developmental disabilities. Campers 
can swim in the lake, enjoy campfire wor-
ships, climb the tower, perform in the tal-
ent show and participate in an annual pat-
riotic parade! Everyone is a Gold Medal 
Winner with this camp! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A  

wonderful community event takes place 
each spring at Lutherdale. It is called the 
Cancer Assault Challenge. The CAC is a 
5K obstacle course run similar to a Tough 
Mudder® or Warrior Run®. This year’s 
event will take place on Sunday, May 15 
and will consist of an extreme run for the 
competitor and the couch potato run for 
those who want to have some fun but still 
raise awareness.  

 
Proceeds benefit The Assault Challenge 
Foundation who will be dividing proceeds 
among The MACC Fund, Badger Child-
hood Cancer Network, Gilda’s House and 
ACF Camp Day  You can sign up to par-
ticipate or volunteer at 
www.cancerassaultchallenge.org . 
.    
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LAUDERDALE LAKES 
YACHT CLUB 

Prepared by Commodore  
Reid Patterson  

 
The Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club is a 
wonderful group of family and friends who 
enjoy Lauderdale and Pleasant Lakes and 
are interested in expanding their friend-
ships and creating memories for the future.  
Anyone can become a member, whether 
you own a boat or not, and clearly 
irrespective of whether you have a 
yacht.  If interested in becoming a 
member this year, send me a note 
at reidpatterson@elknet.net and I 
will get you involved.   
 
The officers of the LLYC will be mailing 
flyers out to over 2000 residents on the 
lake and nearby Pleasant Lake late April, 
2017.  Motorized boating enthusiasts par-
ticipate in parties and activities about al-
most every other week during the summer 
on our lakes and Pleasant Lakes.  The 
Yacht club also includes a Sailing Club, 
many comprised of those interested mostly 
in sailing and racing on the lakes, especial-
ly on Sundays, organizing over 15 regattas 
and other races.  Activities this summer 
include Cocktails with the Commodore on 
June 3rd from 6-9 pm at Ivan’s Backstage 
Grill in East Troy, consisting of warm ap-
petizers and coffee plus a cash bar, and a 
chance to learn about the Lakes Area Aqua 
Skiers activities for 2017 and to participate 
in an auction on their behalf.  On June 24th, 
we are hosting a picnic and antique and 
exotic car show at the Lutherdale on the 
Saturday afternoon (2-5 pm).  Saturday, 
July 1st, will be our annual Fire-
works on the Lake, with Sunday the 
2nd of July as a backup date in case of rain 
on the first.  On July 22, 2017, we plan a 
Photo Riddle Boat Rally for an afternoon 
of searching for historic homes and items 
on our lake reflecting the history of 
Lauderdale Lakes and to be concluding 
with an afternoon desert at the Lauderdale 
Lakes Golf Club. In mid-August (perhaps 
the 19th) we plan to enjoy and old fashion 
pig (and chicken) roast hosted by JDK of 
Alpine Valley but located in the lakes re-
gion.  The final summer party will be at the 

841Brewhouse in Whitewater for a 
dinner dance and a changing of the 

Commodore to Ms. Laura Allen.Plus there 
are numerous opportunities to dine with 
friends on Wednesday on Green Lake near 
Lutherdale, Thursday at the Lauderdale 
Lake’s Restaurant and other spontaneous 
fun events.   
 
The LLYC co-sponsors the annual Kids 
Fishing Day Event and raises funds to pro-
vide for a spectacular fireworks display 
each Independence Day celebration, as part 
of its Safety & Education program.  While 
no longer principally responsible for teach-
ing boating safety, the LLYC contributes 

safety-related materials to young students 
of boating.  We support the Lakes Area 
Aqua Skiers and the Lauderdale-LaGrange 
Fire Department. In addition, we have also 
made donations to local charities over the 
years, including The Children’s Alliance, 
Elkhorn Food Pantry, Lakeland Animal 
Shelter & the Vince Lombardi Cancer 
Center. If you have questions or want to 
join immediately (before the mailing ar-
rives) please contact LLYC Commodore 
Reid Patterson at 239-398-6739 or 262-
742-4998. Also do check out the website at 
www.llyclub.com. So please consider join-
ing our group this summer and enjoy the 
many memories with us. 
 
LEARN ABOUT YOUR LAKE 

By Audrey Green 
Aquatic Plants  

 
As the Spring of 2017 approaches many of 
us, especially those that are involved in 
lake management duties, are thinking 
about what kind of problems we might 
encounter on our lake with the aquatic 
plants this year. Of course, non-native in-
vasive aquatic plants like Eurasian water 
milfoil and Curly leaf pondweed are well 
known trouble makers.  The immense 
growth of these invasive plants often cause 
the disappearance of native plants, disrupt 
feeding for fish and reduce recreational 
opportunities because of they produce 
large mats in the water that can make it 
almost impossible to boat and fish through. 
In addition, the various methods used to 
control and manage invasive aquatic plants 
are costly and often must be continued 
year after year.    

 
However, it’s important to point out that 
our lakes also have many native aquatic 
plants. While it isn’t any secret that even 
native plants can grow to nuisance levels at 
certain times, the benefits that native 
aquatic plants provide far outweigh the few 
issues they may cause.   

 
Vascular aquatic plants, known as macro-
phytes, are the major type of plants that 
people notice in the lake. They fall into 
one of four general categories but all of 
them  provide some important benefits. 
Emergent macrophytes , such as bulrush, 
sedges, cattails and the Arrowhead pic-
tured here, are those species that root in the 
sediments with leaves that extend above 
the water surface.   Plants that grow almost 
entirely underwater are included in the 
Submersed group and can be found grow-
ing in shallow and deep areas. Examples 
include pondweeds, wild celery, water 
stargrass. The Floating-leaf group includes 
species such as Watershield, Spatterdock 
and White water lily. These plants are also 
rooted but, as their name indicates, their 
leaves float on the water surface. The last 
category of macrophytes is free-floating. 
They are not rooted and simply float on the 
water surface. This group is represented by 
duckweeds, slender riccia and watermeal. 
These are often very small plants that can 
be mistaken for algae, but they are all im-
portant food sources for ducks and other 
waterfowl.  
 
Root systems of the emergent, submersed 
and floating-leaf groups help to stabilize 
sediments which reduce erosion near the 
shoreline and improve water clarity 
throughout the lake. Leaves growing above 
or floating on the water surface absorb 
erosion causing wave energy and provide 
shade which stabilizes water temperatures. 
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Saturday, July 1st, will be our  
annual Fireworks on the Lake,  



 

 

All aquatic plants produce oxygen, which 
is essential to every lake creature.  All the 
plants in the lake uptake nutrients such as 
phosphorous and nitrogen. Reducing nutri-
ents means reducing algae blooms which is 
extremely important to those of us playing 
on the lake. Macrophytes also provide es-
sential habitat and food sources for fish, 
aquatic invertebrates, and wildlife such as 
ducks, geese, deer, beaver and muskrats. 
Aquatic plants generally grow in the shal-
lower area of lakes, known as the littoral 
zone, where sunlight can penetrate to pro-
vide energy for photosynthesis.  Although 
reference books on aquatic plants do give 
average depths for each plant, there is no 
absolute depth because water clarity and 
other factors which impact sunlight pene-
tration vary within lakes and from lake to 
lake. 
 
A healthy lake will have a diverse and 
plentiful native aquatic plant population 
that provides many benefits for the lake. 
While you may need to clean a few plants 
off your boat when you take it out of the 
water this year, please remember that with-
out these important plants you might be 
boating through large clumps of algae. So 
celebrate a healthy lake this summer when 
you go out on the boat. Look in the water 
and see if you can identify some of the 
plants you find. An excellent book to take 
with you for help with identification is 
Through the Looking Glass – A Field 
Guide to Aquatic Plants, 2nd edition, by 
Susan Borman, Robert Korth and Jo 
Temte. 
 

KETTLE MORAINE  
LAND TRUST 

Your Partner with Nature 
By Dave DeAngelas 

Winter brings snow and snow means shov-
eling, but it also means we get to enjoy 
nature in a new way. KMLT’s Petersen 
Island Woods Preserve is open for your 
enjoyment all winter long. Our volunteer 
crews keep busy over the winter clearing 
downed branches from the trail.  The new 
Trailside Terrace graces the entrance to the 
trail with several steps leading you into a 
winter wooded wonderland. Trailside Ter-
race is constructed with engravable bricks 
that honor members, special occasions or 
someone dear.  Details about how to re-
quest an engraved brick and information 

on all KMLT preserves can be found on 
the KMLT website: www.kmlandtrust.org 

The preserve features rolling kettles and 
moraines, characteristic of the area, as well 
as scenic overlooks. A new brick terrace 
and steps grace the trail entrance located at 
the parking lot at the end of Oak Park 
Drive on the west side of Lauderdale 
Lakes.  The trail is 0.5 miles long one way 
and ends at West Shore Drive. This nature 
preserve is one of four preserves KMLT 
manages and provides a beautiful view of 
Lauderdale Lakes. 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust is pleased to 
announce that it has received a grant for 
the third year from the Elkhorn Communi-
ty Fund, a chapter of the Community 

Foundation of Southern Wisconsin, to sup-
port our educational field day for Elkhorn 
area high school students. KMLT’s Day in 
the Woods program gives students the op-
portunity to experience restoring nature.  It 
provides local students with hands-on con-
servation experience to motivate them to 
become conscientious environmental citi-
zens.    

Our first event in 2017 is our Volunteer 
Recognition & Hike at Camp Alice Ches-
ter on March 18th. Camp Alice Chester is a 
100 year old active Girl Scout Camp on 
Booth Lake north of East Troy. New vol-
unteers are always welcome! Put your 
skills to use helping to improve KMLT 
preserves, assist with education programs, 
or perhaps suggest to us how you can help.  
To find out more about how to become a 
member or volunteer, visit 
www.kmlandtrust.org. 
The Trust is non-profit conservation organ-
ization with an all volunteer board of di-
rectors.  Programs and conservation pro-
jects are managed by Executive Director 
Maggie Zoellner, with the help of Melissa 
Hunter, Program Assistant.  A tax deduc-
table donation of $35 or more provides 
annual membership with the Trust.  Mem-
bers receive get free or reduced admission 
to KMLT nature events, Nature Newsle� er 

(Con�nued from page 10) 
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Walker Johnson, Ken Ingle and 
Rev Gerry Petersen 



 

 

is mailed to your home three �mes a year.  
You’ll also get no�ce of hikes, nature 
ou�ngs and volunteer opportuni�es in the 
area 
 
Membership dona�ons can be made by 
mail to KMLT, PO Box 176, Elkhorn, WI, 
53121, or through a secure online page at 
www.kmlandtrust.org    The Trust office is 
located at the Lauderdale Community 
Center near the intersec�on of Sterling-
worth Drive and Highway 12/67.   

 
CHANGES TO THE  

WALWORTH COUNTY 
SHORELAND ZONING CODE 

By Shannon Haydin, Deputy  
Director, LURM and Deb Grube, 

Senior Zoning Officer 
 
The holidays have passed and many of you are 
spending time dreaming about sunny days at the 
lake, drawing up projects you wish to do during 
the upcoming summer.  Before you settle on 
your summer projects, it is important to know 
what rules and regulations apply to your proper-
ty.  On September 13th, 2016, changes to the 
Walworth County Zoning Code, required by the 
State of Wisconsin, became effective.   
 
There were a number of changes that are im-
portant to understand.  In the August issue of 
Shorelines, I wrote an article about the changes 
to the Zoning Code regarding impervious sur-
faces and requirements for mitigation if you 
exceed certain limits. http://www.llia.org/
documents/sl_201608.pdf  
 
Other changes to the Zoning Code include: 
 
◊ - Method to calculate shore yard setback 

averaging. 

◊ - Boat houses 

•  A boat house on slopes greater than 12% 
can be up to 150 square feet in size 

•  A boat house on slopes less than 12% can 
be as large as 400 square feet in size 

•  Location shall be within the view / acces-
sor corridor 

◊ - Height of Residence 

• oIf your existing structure is within 75 feet 
of the Ordinary High Water Mark, there 
are allowances for upward expansion up to 
35 feet in height within the existing build-
ing envelope. 

◊ - Allowances for limited expansion to the 
existing footprint of a residence within 75 
feet of the Ordinary High Water Mark 
without the need for a variance. 

◊ - The view access corridor is now 35% of 
your lake frontage. 

◊ - New definitions of structures that are not 
allowed in the 75 foot shore yard setback.  
A structure is defined as anything con-
structed or erected.  Structures include 
fences, retaining walls, fire pits, patios, 
fountains/waterfall, swimming pools/spa, 
gazebo (allowed with limits), stairway 
(allowed with limits), walkway (mulch/
gravel/sand/stone- allowed to provide 
access to the lake with limits), and sand 
beach. 

It is important to know that ANY work done 
within 75 feet of the Ordinary High Water 
Mark WILL require county permits.  Also, the 
new impervious surface requirements result in 
the need for permits for construction beyond the 
75 foot shore yard setback that were not previ-
ously required.  For example, now, if you are 
constructing sidewalks, driveways or patios 
within 300 feet of the Ordinary High Water 
Mark, (OHWM) you will need an impervious 
surface review along with a permit. 
 
 

Retaining Walls 
 
Retaining walls seem to be one of the most 
popular methods used to stabilize steep slopes; 
however, new retaining walls are now struc-
tures that are not allowed within the 75 foot 
shore yard setback.  Under the old zoning code, 
retaining walls were allowed only under very 
limited circumstances.  If you currently have 
legally constructed retaining walls on your 
property, you can replace portions of the struc-
ture in the exact same footprint and envelope 
with a county permit.  Sadly, the 2016 con-
struction season yielded a large number of ille-
gally constructed retaining walls and other 
shore yard structures.  There seems to be a cul-

ture of “build now, ask permission later”.  This 
approach results in the financially and emotion-
ally difficult result of removing the constructed 
structures after the fact.  The best way to avoid 
this situation is to know the rules, hire a good 
contractor that knows the rules and always 
work within the allowances of the permit. 
 
While you are planning improvements on your 
lake property, there are a number of approaches 
you can take to create a beautiful shore yard 
that is naturally beautiful, provides habitat and 
protects the lake from runoff.  If you are look-
ing to do a stabilization project, or replace a 
legally existing retaining wall, here are some 
ideas that will help you achieve these goals and 
protect the lake. 
 
Below is an example of a stairway constructed 
on very steep slopes on Geneva Lake using post
-hole construction methods as well as slope 
stabilization using native vegetation. 

 
Here is another example of slope and shoreline 
stabilization completed on Geneva Lake.  Here, 
the property owner chose to use a biologs in 
lieu of retaining walls at the shoreline. 

Here is an example of the restoration of a site 
after the property owner removed vegetation 
from the property without proper permits.  Res-
toration with native plantings was required to 

(con�nued from page 11) 
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It is always best to contact our office at 262-741
-4972 before you start working with a contrac-
tor to determine what permits you need, what 
rules apply and how you should proceed.  
County staff are always willing to help identify 
a good, county  code-compliant treatment to 
achieve the best possible outcome. 

 
FISHAPALOOZA ON  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
By Brian Walsh 

 
Fishapalooza on Lauderdale Lakes was a huge 
success. What was Fishapalooza you ask? 
Fishapalooza was an ice fishing, prize raffle, 
fishing tournament, meat raffle extravaganza. 
And hopefully it will turn into the annual winter 
fish committee jamboree. 
 
For a first time event the turnout was above 
expectations. With the questionable ice we had 
on the lakes 4 days before the event, more than 
one person was nervous about pulling off the 
outing safely. But let me tell you, pull it off 
they did. And the best part, well one of the best 
parts, was the money this event raised for fish 
committee. This one day event raised over 
$1,700 for the fish committee. That’s not a 
typo, $1,700!! 
 
The event had well over 80 anglers sign up for 
the Northern Pike, Walleye, and Bass big fish 
contest. There are several photos in this edition 
of shorelines showing off the catches. After a 
long day of fishing, there was a raffle and party 
hosted at the Lauderdale Landing. There were a 
few hundred people that showed up for the 
raffles and band to help celebrate the day. 
 
So who won? Well the lake community ulti-
mately won with the donation from the event. 
But for the fishing, Jim Durkin and his 32” 
Northern Pike won the pike category. Jimmy 
wrestled his catch to the ice before 10:00 am 
and watched as it held the lead through the rest 
of the day. Dan Schmidt put the rest of the an-
glers to shame icing a 21” Largemouth Bass 
(yes from Lauderdale). Jason Ohlms new exact-
ly what he needed to do to lock up the Walleye 
category and accomplished this with his 17” 
beauty. While these three anglers showed the 
rest of us how it’s done, I was excited to see all 
the young, old, women, men, and Tyler anglers 
out there. What an event. 
 
Now the most important part of the article, for 
me at least, is when I get to say thank you to the 
folks who helped pull this off. Please keep these 
folks in mind and if you see them around, give 
them a huge thanks. Rick “Deetz” Dessent was 
the person who not only pushed for this event, 
he coordinated it, advertised it, and made sure it 

went through without a hitch. If you don’t know 
Deetz, meet him and say thanks. 
 
We also had a newer member to the fish com-
mittee step up and basically co-plan/operate the 
event with Deetz. Lee Fera was instrumental in 
making sure the raffle was a success and the 
event was so well attended. Because of Lee’s 
dedication the day turned out great. Thanks 
Lee. 
 
Deetz and Lee were helped by the folks at 
Lauderdale Landing. Our lake is incredibly 
lucky to have an establishment like the Landing 
that is so willing to give back to the lake. 
Thanks to Tim, Marty, Leanne, Renee, Becky, 
and everyone else who helped pull off Fishapa-
looza. By the way, did you know that Landing 
now has breakfast on the weekends? It’s awe-
some. 
 
Looking over all the donors and volunteers, I’d 
be remised to not thank Sue Dessent, Eileen and 
Jim Corchran, Jim Creedon, Beth Harding, and 
Jenn Walsh for all their help. And also to Exit 
Plan who took the stage and rocked the after 
party when the raffles were complete. 
 
So that’s it for Fishapalooza on Lauderdale 
Lakes 2017. With the success of the event, 
again over $1,700 raised for the lake, I can’t 
wait until next year. There are some additional 
photos from the event on Facebook as well. 
Again, thanks to all of our volunteers, anglers, 
raffle participants, and friends for making this a 
great event. Until Fishapalooza 2018, stay 
warm.  Flag! 
 

THE FISH COMMITTEE 
By Brian Walsh 

 
The fish committee is in full swing implement-
ing the recommendations of the WDNR to bet-
ter the overall fishery on Lauderdale Lakes. The 
WDNR conservation congress will be meeting 
on April 10th in Delevan to discuss the new 
regulations for all of Wisconsin. While it has 
been a long time coming, Lauderdale Lakes 
will be on the agenda. There are two new regu-
lations being introduced for our lakes. One will 
deal with walleye and one will deal with large-
mouth bass. 
 
For the largemouth bass, or as they are also 
known on our lakes as Lauderdale bass, we 
have an overabundance of these fish. Because 
of the massive overabundance, the overall size 
structure is well below a healthy size. While we 
have initiated some steps to help solve this 
problem including stocking northern pike and 
walleye, more steps are needed. That is why it 
has been recommended that a new slot limit be 
adopted for our lake. What will be discussed at 
the congress, and that we are 100% in favor of 
is: 
 

The management goal of the proposed slot limit 
is to improve bass growth and size structure by 
increasing harvest of smaller bass, and ultimate-
ly providing a bass fishery with a more desira-
ble mix of ages and sizes.    This will provide a 
bass fishery with both more harvest opportunity 
and more large fish available to anglers.  The 
management goal is currently not being met 
because of an overabundant population of small 
(less than 14-inch) bass.  One objective is to 
decrease overall bass abundance.  The second 
objective is to decrease the amount of time it 
takes a bass to grow to 14 inches.  The third 
objective is to increase the percentage of the 
bass population that is larger than 14 inches. 
This regulation is one tool to help meet the 
management goal because increased harvest of 
small bass is expected to improve growth rates 
by reducing competition, preserve a range of 
sizes by protecting 14 to 18 inch bass, and pro-
vide an additional harvest opportunity. 
 
Do you favor applying a daily bag limit of 
5 fish and no minimum length limit on 
largemouth and smallmouth bass, however 
all bass from 14 to 18 inches must be re-
leased and only 1 fish greater than 18 inch-
es is allowed, on Parker Lake (Adams 
County), Mason Lake (Adams and Mar-
quette Counties), Cosgrove and Little Cos-
grove Lakes (Florence County), Deer 
Lake, Wapogasset and Bear Trap Lakes 
(Polk County), Devils Lake (Sauk Coun-
ty), Lauderdale Lakes- Green, Middle, and 
Mill- (Walworth County), and Eagle 
Spring Lake, Lulu Lake, and connecting 
portions of the Mukwonago River 
(Walworth and Waukesha Counties)? 
 
The second proposed regulation is for 
walleye. We have spent a tremendous 
amount of effort and money improving the 
walleye fishery. However, with the growth 
cycle in our lakes, many fish are taken 
from our lake before reaching maturity, so 
they never have the chance to reproduce.  
Therefore, the following management plan 
and regulations are being proposed, again 
with 100% support: 
 
Currently, the statewide minimum length 
limit for walleye, sauger and hybrids is 15 
inches and the daily bag limit is 5.  The 
management goal of the proposed change 
is to increase the density of adult walleye, 
increase maximum sustainable yield and 
improve natural reproduction.  The depart-
ment is currently investing significant re-
sources in stocking of large fall fingerling 
walleyes in these waters.  However, wall-
eye in southeast Wisconsin are often not 
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reaching their full growth potential be-
cause intensive angling pressure on these 
waters leads to overharvest of quality size 
walleye.  This proposal is one tool that 
will help improve the average size and 
abundance of walleye.  This regulation 
will also allow female walleyes to spawn 
at least 1 more year before they are legal 
for harvest.  The department will strongly 
consider county-by-county votes when 
deciding how to implement this proposal. 
 
 Do you favor increasing the minimum 
length limit for walleye, sauger and their 
hybrids from 15 inches to 18 inches and 
reducing the daily bag limit from 5 to 3 on 
all inland waters of Kenosha, Racine, She-
boygan, Walworth, Washington, and 
Waukesha Counties (except Lac LaBelle); 
Kettle Moraine Lake, Long and Tittle 
Lakes, and Wolf Lake, Fond du Lac Coun-
ty; and Lake Leota, Rock County? 
 
We need your help with these new regula-
tions. If you can join us on the evening on 
April 10th for the vote, please try to attend. 

If you have residency questions, 
please give me a call to discuss. I 

do not have the address for the conserva-
tion congress but it will be posted to the 
Wisconsin DNR website soon. 
 
With the new regulations, which are going 
to really help our overall fishery, what else 
are we working on? Fish cribs of course. 
We still haven’t launched the 4 cribs from 
2016 due to ice conditions, but we will 
soon. We will be building 6 more cribs in 
2017 to add to the reefs we have 
installed. We also received some 
great news from the WDNR that 
they have looked at the classifi-
cation for our lakes. When they 
reexamined the lake, most of 
Mill Lake and Middle lake have 
been rezoned to allow for fish 
cribs. So if you are in Mill Lake 
or Middle lake, and have at least 
12’ of water depth by your 
house, let us know and we’ll get 
you some cribs. 
 
We will also be aggressively 
stocking fish in 2017. We are 
currently targeting walleye as the 
main species for 2017. So if you 
haven’t yet, get those checks out 

and feel free to give a little extra to the 
LLIA fish committee this year.  
 
In addition to the new regulations, cribs, 
stocking, and additional consideration for 
the rock reef, we will continue our kids 
fishing jamboree on July 22, 2017. We 
will have more details in the next Shore-
lines on the jamboree. Make sure to check 
out the article on the first Fishapalooza on 

Lauderdale that was held 
on January 28th. 
Tight Lines  
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Kids a fishen 
Isn’t that great! 


