
 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   
LLIA PRESIDENT 

 
We finally have some awesome 
weather in the Midwest. The sunny and 
warm weather has allowed many of us 
to get our boats in the water and enjoy 
spring on Lauderdale Lakes. We will 
soon have housefuls of family and 
friends joining us to enjoy the lake and 
our beautiful community. With that in 
mind, I have a TOP 3 list of things for 
all of us to consider for the upcoming 
boating season. 
 
1)If you have visitors 

at your lake house, 
take the time to 
educate them on the 
rules of the lake. 
Nothing ruins a fun 
weekend more than an unexpected 
boating ticket or an injury. Our 
lakes are very busy so being safe is 
JOB 1. 

2)Life vests are critical to boating 
safety. Try to buy life vests with 
bright colors. This makes it much 
easier for your fellow boaters to see 
a tuber or skier. Many of the newer 
life vests are geared for fashion vs. 
safety. That black or dark blue life 
vest can make your loved one blend 
with the water and trees. 

3)Use good judgment when pulling 
tubers. As an example, many folks 
routinely pull tubers through the no-
wake channel between Green and 
Middle Lakes. There is no 
ordinance prohibiting this, but 
we’ve had some close calls there. 

This edition of Shorelines is chocked 
full of great information. Let’s give a 
hip-hip-hurray to Bud Vance for doing 
such a great job putting these issues 
together! Great job, Bud!  
 
Please check out Jean Henderson’s 

Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club Article. 
The Yacht Club has a great schedule 
planned for the upcoming summer.  
 
Debbie Ferrari’s article about water 
safety from the perspective of the 
Water Patrol is really interesting.  
 
The Sailing Club is celebrating a 47th 
anniversary so please check out the 
article by Peter Van Kampen so you 
will be prepared for their 50th in a few 
years.   
 
This is Spring and with Spring comes 
"Spring Projects", of course. If you 

need your boat repaired or you have a 
vast honey do list  remember to 
support our advertisers listed in the 
LLIA Directory.  It is a great source of 
information. Let your fingers do the 
walking and also this supports our 
local craftsman. 
 
Please stop by Lutherdale Bible Camp 
on June 13th at 9:00 a.m. for the 
Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 
Association Annual meeting. Free 
food, lots of great guest speakers and 
you can even pick up your NEW LLIA 
DIRECTORY. We’d love to see you 
there. 

 
Dave DeAngelis     
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LLIA  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

Saturday, June 13, 2015 
Lutherdale Bible Camp 

By Debbie Ferrari 
 

New Format….Join Us!! 
9 am – “Info Fest”  

and Free Refreshments 
10 am - Meeting 

 
We are trying a new format this year based 
on feedback we received and ideas from 
our Directors.  From 9 am – 10 am, in addi-
tion to socializing over a FREE light break-
fast, you will have the opportunity to talk 
with folks from a variety of our lake organ-
izations…our “Info Fest”.  The following 
organizations plan to have a table and be 
available to answer your questions and let 
you know what they have planned for the 
year:  Yacht Club, Sailing Club, Lake Dis-
trict, Kettle Moraine Land Trust and Aqua 
Skiers. 
 
As far as the meeting itself, we will feature 
outside speaker presentations.  We current-
ly plan to include:  the results of the DNR 
Fish Survey; our Water Safety Patrol; and, 
a local government official to cover im-
portant topics just beyond the shores of our 
lake. 
 
Our traditional committee reports will be 
replaced with a Q & A panel session in-
cluding our LLIA Committee Chairs and 
moderated by our very own Dave DeAnge-
lis.  This will give you the opportunity to 
ask anything you may want to know about 
the LLIA, our committees and projects 
they are working on. 
 
Remember, your 2015-2017 LLIA Direc-
tory will be available for you to pick up at 
the meeting! 

 
LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

TOPICS 
By Don Henderson 

 
2015 Town of LaGrange Election 

 
The Town Board Second, Third, and 
Fourth Side Supervisor positions were up 
for election in 2015.  Elections were held 
April 7, 2015 and elected candidates serve 
two year terms on the Town Board. Don 

Sukala,   Mark Bromley and Jeff 
Schramm were re-elected Second, 

Third and Fourth Side Supervisors respec-
tively.   
 
Town of LaGrange Committees are chaired 
and supported by the following Board 
Members: 
 Planning and Zoning – Jeff Schramm, 

Chair, Mark Bromley 
 Safety – Mark Bromley, Chair, Don 

Sukala 
 Administrative and Finance – Frank 

Taylor, Chair, Marcia Sahag 
 Building and Roads – Don Sukala, 

Chair  
 Communications Committee – Marcia 

Sahag, Chair 
 Town Representative to Lauderdale 

Lakes Lake Management District – 
Don Sukala 

 
New Town Website 

 
Announcing the new Town of LaGrange 
Website: http://townoflagrangewi.com. 
The New Town Website is more user 
friendly and easy to maintain. 
 
Log into this website and observe the many 
improvements that make it easy to com-
municate with the Town.  Note how easy it 
is to print out forms, check the Town Cal-
endar for scheduled meetings, find the 
minutes of past meetings, see the budget, 
learn who serves on different Town Com-
mittees, and more. Take a minute and 
check it out the next time you are using 
your computer. Then, bookmark it for 
quick access in the future.   
 
More improvements are coming soon in an 
upgrade for Mobile Friendly access. 
 
Bookmark the NEW WEBSITE address:  
http://townoflagrangewi.com 
 

Compost Site 
 

The Town of LaGrange compost site will 
be open Saturdays from 10 AM to 3 PM 
and by appointment from early April to 
mid-November.  All brush and tree limbs 
should be put on the brush pile that is close 
to the entrance.  Two separate compost 
piles are used because all the brush and tree 
limbs are processed through a chipper/
grinder.  The leaves and grass clippings 
will compost in time, and this compost pile 
is at the end of the gravel road.   
The compost site is for grass clippings, 
leaves, brush, and tree limbs.   

 
NO CONCRETE, ASPHALT OR BUILD-
ING MATERIAL IS ALLOWED. Please 
take all your plastic/paper bags with you 
after you empty out your leaves or grass 

clippings. 
 
The compost site is located off of Hwy 12 
on Sherwood Forest Road.  If heading to-
wards Whitewater on Hwy 12, it is the first 
road to the right after passing County Hwy 
O.  Sherwood Forrest is at the top of the 
hill where Hwy 12 becomes three lanes 
wide.  Sherwood Forest Road also connects 
to Hwy 12 half way down the hill where 
the Ice Age Trail Parking lot is located.   
 
All residents are welcome to take Compost 
Site wood chips or mulch free of charge 
that they would like to use at their home.     
 

  Public Boat Launch Ramps 
 
Public Boat Launch ramps on both Lauder-
dale and Pleasant Lakes will continue to 
have user fees.  Each boat ramp user must 
pay a $3.00 daily fee prior to launching a 
water craft per Town of LaGrange Ordi-
nance.   This includes all residents and 
property owners in the Lauderdale Lakes 
Lake Management District, The Town of 
LaGrange, and The Town of Sugar Creek 
as well as boaters from all other areas.   
 
An annual Boat Launch user pass may be 
purchased for a $20.00 fee.  The annual fee 
entitles the user to unlimited launches from 
January 1 to December 31 each year.  
These must be purchased from the La-
Grange Town Clerk, Crystal Hoffman, as 
all Boat Launch ramps for Lauderdale and 
Pleasant Lake are in The Town of La-
Grange.  Purchase the annual pass at the 
Town Hall in person, or by mail by sending 
a check or money order to the Town of 
LaGrange Clerk, P.O. Box 359, White-
water, WI 53190.   Frequent users of the 
Public Boat Launch Ramps will find this 
annual fee much more cost effective.  
 
The boat launch fees collected during the 
2014 season totaled more than $14,000.00.   
This money has been and will continue to 
be used for the upkeep and maintenance of 
the boat launch ramps, parking areas, piers, 
and signage.   
 
Remember to pay your fee this spring as 
you launch your boat.   

(Con nued on page 3) 
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A Fee Collection box is installed at each 
ramp, and payment envelopes are provided 
for your use.  Place the receipt on your 
truck or car dash to show payment date 
and your name. If you are mooring your 
boat on Lauderdale or Pleasant Lakes for 
an extended period of time or the season, 
please keep your receipt.  One launch fee 
covers putting your boat in the water and 
then taking it out once.  So if you put your 
boat in the water in May and take it out for 
the winter in September that is one fee.   
The Lauderdale Law Enforcement Water 
Patrol Officers will monitor the payment 
and check vehicles for a receipt. They will 
issue citations.  Citations will begin at 
$25.00 per day, and each day a violation 
takes place will be a separate violation.    
 
This ordinance also includes the statement 
regarding overnight tie up.  No person, 
firm or association shall tie a watercraft to 
a launch ramp owned by the Town of La-
Grange at any time from 11 PM to 5 AM 
the following day.  This shall not apply to 
the Town of LaGrange, The Fire Depart-
ment, or the Lauderdale Lakes Lake Man-
agement District.  
 

Buoys 
 

Please understand that the placement of 
the buoys is not done arbitrarily.  Place-
ment is based on safety and what is best 
for all people who enjoy our lakes.  The 
patrol will be issuing citations, with fines, 
for anyone caught moving the buoys.  It 
may be necessary for the Town to take 
photos of the placement of the buoys to 
record possible movement. 
 
 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

 
Annual firemen’s dance raised money 

for new communication equipment  
 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-
ment’s annual dance was held on Satur-
day, April 11, 2015.  This Fund Raising 
Project resulted in Gross contributions of 
$12,500.00 before expenses.  The pro-
ceeds from the dance will be used for up-
grading the Department communication 
equipment.  This equipment includes pag-
ers/radios used in the trucks, and hand 
held radios used by the Fire Fighters dur-
ing their emergency response to fires, ac-
cidents, and medical rescue calls.  

All Department Firemen carry a pager that 
notifies them of an emergency call. The 
existing pagers are older models that have 
frequent failures.  The pagers are activated 
by the County Emergency coordinator that 
receives the 911 call reporting an accident 
or fire or other emergency need in the 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 
area.  In addition, the pager is also used to 
call the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-
ment members for mutual aid support of 
another area Fire Department needing sup-
port to fight a fire or respond to another 
type of emergency, such as need for anoth-
er ambulance at an accident scene.   
Each pager costs approximately $400.00 
and one is needed for each of the Firemen 
along with spare units. Total cost will be 
in the range of $16,000 to $17,000.   All 
the Fire Fighters express their appreciation 
for your support of this fund raising event. 
 

ANNUAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 
STEAK FRY IS PLANNED FOR  

SATURDAY AUGUST 8, 2015 AT THE 
LANDING ON THE SHORE OF 

LAUDERDALE LAKES – MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR NOW! 

 
Are You Prepared For A Fire???? 

 
Fire is our nation's #1 disaster. Each year, 
fire kills more Americans than all natural 
disasters combined and at least 80% of all 
fire deaths occur in residences. Cooking is 
the primary cause of house fires and fire 
injuries, followed by heating fires. Care-
less smoking is the leading cause of fire 
deaths. More than 30% of the fires that kill 
young children are started by children 
playing with fire. Many fires and deaths 
could be prevented by taking some simple 
precautions.  
 
A working smoke alarm saves lives  
 
Whether you rent an apartment or own a 
home, an inexpensive smoke detector is a 
must. Approximately 90% of all homes in 
the U.S. have at least one smoke alarm. 
However, an alarm must be properly 
maintained in order to work.  
An estimated 40% of residential fires and 
three-fifths of residential fatalities occur in 
homes with non-functioning alarms. Fol-
low these safety recommendations: 
 Install smoke detectors in each level of 

your home, especially near bedrooms.  

 Test smoke detectors this spring as you 
return to your lake home and regularly 
in all homes and replace batteries imme-
diately. Smoke detectors become less 
sensitive with age.  

Replace your smoke alarm every ten 
years.  

Change the battery at least once a year.  
Even home homes with wired smoke 
detectors need to have the backup bat-
tery replaced annually. 

Never paint over a smoke detector!  

 
Make your home fire safe  
 Inspect your home annually for potential 

fire hazards and correct them.  

 Store flammable liquids and combus-
tible materials in accordance with the 
manufacturer's safety guidelines and 
away from any heat source. 

Have wiring or electrical cords checked 
for bent, frayed or worn coverings.  

 Follow all safety instructions when us-
ing a kerosene or LP heater or grill. 
Charcoal grills used on decks have 
caused many house fires.  

Have a working fire extinguisher (ABC 
type for all fires) in key locations 
throughout your house, garage and work 
shop. Know how to use them properly.  

Contact the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Dept. or your local chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross for other fire safety tips 
or a safety inspection. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Con nued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015 
 

DATE                      EVENT 
6‐6   ‐  Aqua Skier Pig Roast & BQ 
6-13 - LLIA Annual membership Mtg. 
6-13 - Boat Safety Class 
7-11 - Boat Safety Class 
7-18 - Kids Fish Jamboree 
8-8   - Fire Dept. Steak Fry 
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Change your homes smoke detector and 
carbon monoxide detector batteries this 
month so you do not forget while enjoy-
ing the summer months. It recommended 
that you test your detectors functionality 
every month.    

Have an Escape Plan and “Don’t try to 
fight the fire yourself.”  
 
Get out of the house; call 911 for help 

from a neighbor's phone or cell phone. 

Once you are out, stay out. Never enter a 
burning building. 

  Have two escape routes out of each 
room. Consider escape ladders for sleep-
ing areas on the second and third floor.  

 Sleep with your bedroom door closed. 
This offers you extra minutes of protec-
tion from smoke and toxic fumes. 

 In case of fire, drop to the floor and 
crawl or stay low close to the floor.  

 Feel the door before you open it. If it's 
hot, find another way out.  

Agree upon a safe location away from 
the house where everyone will meet.  

 Practice your escape plan. Conduct a 
home fire drill at least twice a year. 

  Quiz your children about the plan every 
six months. “If disaster strikes, remain 
calm and put your plan into action. 

Will A Fire Truck Or Ambulance Be 
Able To Come Up Your Driveway? 

 
We are very fortunate to live in the Lauder-
dale Lakes community even if we only 
enjoy it on weekends.  The lake is pristine 
and the surrounding hills and lush growth 
of trees, shrubs, flowers and lawns make a 
beautiful place to enjoy.  As you are well 
aware many of the roads to our homes are 
quite narrow and often the driveway to a 
home is also narrow with trees and other 
plantings along each side.  Fire Chief Curly 
Duerst asks that we be sure our driveways 

and roads do not interfere with the 

arrival of an ambulance or fire truck when 
the need is great.  
 
Fire Trucks and Rescue Vehicles need a 
full 12 foot clearance in height and width 
to reach your home quickly and without 
damaging the vehicle.  If you are not sure 
your driveway has the needed clearance,  
contact the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire De-
partment Chief (telephone 262 495 8610), 
and one of the fire fighters will come to 
you home and help you be sure the clear-
ance is adequate.   
 

IN MEMORY OF  
DICK HENDERSON 

 
Dick Henderson passed away on February 
26, 2015 in Arlington Heights, IL.  
 
He owned his LL 505 Lauderdale Lake 
Home for many years. Dick really enjoyed 
entertaining friends and family at his spe-
cial lake home. He was also a very active 
member of LLIA, serving as a Director for 
over 20 years.   
 
One of the LLIA initiatives Dick champi-
oned was providing young replacement 
trees for Lauderdale Lake property owners 
to plant on their property.  These new trees 
were initially planted at the Lauderdale 
Lake Golf Course, and then made available 
to lake property owners to replace trees 
around their homes that were dying from 
Dutch elm disease, Oak Wilt and other 
causes.  
 
Dick was an active LLIA Director staying 
in contact with all the families in his Dis-
trict, and when health issues made it  
difficult to attend meetings, he encouraged 
Debbie Ferrari to take his Director posi-
tion.  Dick was very pleased to introduce 
Debbie to the LLIA and even more proud 
when she was elected LLIA Vice  
President.  

 
Dick was born on June 11, 1928 in  
Chicago and he and his family lived in 
Arlington Heights where he was the owner 
of an Educational Marketing Service  
Company. Dick is survived by five chil-
dren and many grandchildren.   He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 55 years, 
one son, one grandson, and his parents.   
 
The LLIA is honoring Dick with a  
Memorial Brick that will be placed in the 
Island Woods Overlook recognition patio.   

 
 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 

Power Boating 
 

How we humans love to go fast! Skimming 
the water’s surface in our speedboats with 
the summer sun glinting off our wind-
shields exhilarates us. It makes our eyes 
water and our kids giggle and shriek. We 
feel free and masterful, and desiring that 
sensation is something we’ve shared with 
those who spent time on Lauderdale right 
through its history as a leisure destination. 
Brochures advertising the lakes as a vaca-
tion spot as long ago as 1914 tout the 
weekly power boat races held then and 
boast that “some of the boats here are the 
speediest in the middle west.” 
 
In fact, the history of motorized boats lets 
us draw our focus out a little to reflect on 
the region surrounding Lauderdale and 
how it developed between the late 1800s 
and on through the 1960s. It turns out that 
Wisconsin was home to some pioneers of 
motorized boating. The work done in Wis-
consin and the fate of the companies that 
formed the boating sector mirror swings in 
the fortunes of business and industry in the 
U.S. at that time. 
 
Steam had powered boats throughout the 
1800s, and several steam-powered launch-
es were active on Lauderdale, ferrying peo-
ple between their cottages and the Sterling-
worth hotel or taking visitors on excursions 
around the lakes. Worldwide, on the Great 
Lakes and even on Lake Geneva, steam-
powered yachts became the playthings of 
the wealthy, who built floating mansions 
that moved their households at a stately 

(Con nued from page 3) 
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pace through the water. A new leisure 
activity had arrived. 
 
Steam, though, requires a boiler to pro-
duce it. Boilers are heavy and inherently 
dangerous. Steam engines could never be 
light and responsive enough to power a 
speedboat, and people like speed. The first 
internal combustion engines—powered 
eventually by gasoline—were invented 
and improved upon beginning in the 
1870s. Immediately, all kinds of entrepre-
neurs began fiddling with motors and find-
ing new uses for them. In England and 
Germany, engine designers like Gottleib 
Daimler were fitting boats with engines by 
1886. Here was a way to make powerboats 
that could go fast and speed up and slow 
down quickly. By 1903, the first power-
boat race, the Harmsworth Cup, had been 
organized. What fun! 
 
Among the engine entrepreneurs in the 
U.S. was Andrew Jackson Pierce of Ra-
cine. Pierce founded Pierce Engine Co. in 
Racine, Wis. in 1892 and began building 
automotive, stationary and marine engines. 
He was building wooden boats with mo-
tors at least by 1897, and by 1910, he had 
designed a 4 horse power marine engine 
for his boats. According to a memoir by 
Floyd Ewing of La Grange, Pierce traded 
one of his boats to then-Lake resident Sam 
Stewart for a piece of property on Lauder-
dale that Pierce farmed for a time. It was 
the site on Middle Lake that eventually 
became Ruby Acres. 
 
And southern Wisconsin boasted other 
ambitious boat builders who sold all kinds 
of boats to eager leisure seekers. Racine 
Yacht and Boat Works of Racine, and the 
Inland Lakes Boat Co. of Lake Geneva  

 

both advertised personal power boats in 
such magazines as Fore’N’Aft (June 1907) 
and Power Boating (June 1908). Thomp-
son Boat Co. of Peshtigo began with ca-
noes in1904 and expanded to powerboats 
by 1912. Makers frequently custom built 
boats to suit their customers. Lauderdale 
resident Jerry Petersen recalls that his 
grandparents had a narrow wooden launch 
that was powered with a single-cylinder 
gas engine by 1900. Much later, Petersen’s 
own first boat was a long deck Thompson 
fitted with an outboard motor. 
 
Boat builders populated neighboring states 
as well, of course. Minnesotan Garfield 
Wood’s name is familiar to Lauderdale 
residents. He built and raced speedboats 
very successfully on the same Florida cir-
cuit as Earl Deakin of Deakin Island, who 
raced in his famous Hydro Bullet boat. 
The history column could not find whether 
the two men ever raced head-to-head, but 
they must have known each other. Each is 
listed in a different race as a participant in 
the Regatta at Palm Beach, Fla. in January 
1927, among other places. Gar Wood pur-
chased Chris Smith Boat Co. in Michigan 
and began designing and selling boats in 
1916. Chris Smith and his sons separated 
again from Gar Wood in 1923 and began 
building “Chris Craft” boats. 
 
Another pioneer in powerboating was Ole 
Evinrude of Milwaukee. Born in Norway 
in 1877 and an émigré at age 5, Evinrude 
had a knack for working on machinery. He 
told the story that in 1906, while he was 

working in Milwaukee and tinkering with 
engines on the side, he went on a romantic 
island picnic with his fiancé, Bess Cary, 
on a lake somewhere in the Wisconsin 
countryside. They had rowed to the island 
on this summer day, and suddenly Bess 
wished for a dish of ice cream. Ole rowed 
back to shore for the treat, which was of 
course melted by the time he returned to 
their picnic spot. He decided that his row-
boat needed an engine. 
 
Evinrude designed the first detachable 
outboard boat motor in 1907 and began 
production in 1909. It was an instant suc-
cess. Now, people who couldn’t afford an 
entire inboard speedboat could attach a 
motor to a boat they already had. Evinrude 
improved on his engine in 1921 with a 
design that used aluminum parts to reduce 
weight and discharged exhaust through a 
hollow propeller. His ELTO Outboard 
Motor Co. was merged into Outboard Mo-
tors Corp. in 1929. Evinrude remained 
president until his death in 1934. 
 
Alongside all these boat makers, of course, 
were many other small businesses making 
automobiles, farm equipment and other 
machines with engines. The period was 
hugely productive, and with the jobs all 
these businesses supplied, people had 
money to spend visiting places like 
Lauderdale and buying pleasure boats. 
Besides the weekly powerboat races, our 
lakes began the tradition of Venetian 
Night, when boats and shorelines alike 
were bedecked with lanterns on the second 
Friday in August each year. 
 
The stock market crash of 1929 brought 
all this to a halt. Industries had begun con-
solidating before the crash, and many 
small companies did not survive it. Those 
who did, including Evinrude—as part of 
the larger Outboard Motors Corp.-- and 
Gar Wood, weathered the 1930s and took 
on contracts with the U.S. government to 
build boats, engines and materials for the 
armed services as World War II broke out 
in Europe. The history column has been 
told many times that the war years were 
quiet ones on Lauderdale. With gasoline 
rationed, many could not afford to visit 
their vacation homes or use their motor-
boats if they did. 
 
 
 

(Con nued from page 4) 
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The 1950s saw a resurgence of interest in 
speedboats and boating generally as men 
returned from war and businesses were 
formed or restarted. Ken Ingle, lifelong 
summertime lake resident, remembers that 
the disruptive technology was fiberglass. 
He explained that the wooden speedboats 
like Gar Woods had to be painstakingly 
refinished each spring, then soaked care-
fully to allow the wood to swell and seal. 
Modern fiberglass, invented in 1932 and 
applied in combination with plastics during 
the war to take the place of increasingly 
scarce natural products, was much lighter 
and easier to care for than wood as a boat 
hull.  
 
Ingle’s grandfather bought the first fiber-
glass inboard boat on Lauderdale, a Gar-
Form. Built by the boat company started 
by Gar Wood’s son, Gar Jr., in Tulsa, 
Okla. in 1947, the GarForm had a heavy 
hull and a “big, heavy four-cylinder, 60-
horsepower engine,” Ingle recalled. He 
was allowed to drive the boat in the sum-
mer of 1951. It could pull three skiers, 
although Ingle said it was not easy for 
them to get started. Tellingly, 1947 was the 
year that Gar Wood Industries, the compa-
ny that Gar Jr.’s father had started, ceased 
production of its wooden boats for good. 
 
A little looking reveals that by the 1950s, 
the Midwest was once again dotted with 
small boat makers, this time producing 
fiberglass and aluminum boats. Chris Craft 
continued in Michigan. Riviera Cruiser 
started with pontoon boats in Columbia 
City, Ind. Correct Craft, Catamaran Co., 
Crestliner, and Starcraft all appeared. By 
the 1960s both Evinrude and Johnson Mo-
tors marketed lines of fiberglass boats as 
well. Over time these companies consoli-
dated or failed as fuel became more expen-
sive and foreign countries built competi-
tive manufacturing capabilities. But we 
still have our boats. The History Column 
wonders, what could happen with the ad-
vent of 3D printing? 
 
More boat stories or comments? Let’s keep 
the conversation going! Email the history 
column at: kathryn.calkins@gmail.com. 
 

THIS ARTICLE WAS  
PUBLISHED IN THE “LAKE 
LAUDER” BY BOB BROWN 

AND IT CONTAINS A 
SHORT ESSAY 

 WRITTEN BY THE LATE JON 
ERIC JACOBSON, WHO WAS 

A STUDENT AT ELKHORN 
AREA HIGH SCHOOL. 

 
 He died unexpectedly July 16, 1986. His 
parents have granted permission for the 
use of this material. 
 
The primary source of water in the Lauder-
dale Lakes are abundant springs, most of 
which are located in the west end of Mid-
dle lake. 
 
The “Springs” , as they are known, have 
provided the attractive and enigmatical 
material for writers both young and old. 
We share a brief manuscript written by 
John Eric Jacobson for his Junior English 
class before he was taken from us by a 
fatal accident. In his legacy we have the 
perpetual influence of love, truth and sen-
sitivity.   
 

THE SPRINGS 
By Jon Eric Jacobson 

 
The Springs are my secret haunt. When it 
is a warm day with little or no breeze, I 
steal away in my small  
outboard boat" "The Lady Madonna” to 
Middle Lake.  
 
I then maneuver her through the narrow, 
weed choked straits to the Springs. The 
water at the Springs is the clearest of the 
lake and all sorts of aquatic life abounds 
everywhere, herons flapping lazily and 
turtles sunning themselves. 
 
The fish are incredible, giant schools of 
minnows and north pike three feet long. 
All of these creatures are just a few feet 
from my boat,  
 
In the spring there is one area in which one 
can see the springs giant holes in relatively 
shallow water that reach into the aquama-
rine depths. Hence the name "Blue Hole”. 
 
All these wonders are the reason that I 
always return to the springs. Nothing is 
ever the same. There is always something 
new to see.  
 
God placed Jon Eric on a new assignment 

July 16, 1986  
 
This article was submitted by Nancy 
Spaulding.  

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
IMPROVEMENT 
 ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 
By John Antonicic    

 
Lake Association Committee Chairpersons 
information has been updated in the committee 
area on the website. If you want to contact a 
chairperson telephone numbers and an email 
link are displayed.  

 
Several items have been added to LLIA website 
calendar: 
Event dates for the Yacht Club, and Aqua  
Skiers have been added. See their respective 
websites for more complete information. Links 
to these and other recreational sites can be  
accessed under the LINKS button. Also, please 
visit the calendar to find meeting dates, holiday 
activities, or your favorite events. 
 
New in TOPICS is a folder that contains several 
Lauderdale Lakes fish surveys that go back as 
far as 1966. 
 
The new John’s Disposal calendar is available, 
look under the Topics button; you can view and 
print it there. 
 
Please remember to renew your LLIA  
membership. The 2015 membership form can 
be found on the website under the  
MEMBERSHIP button.  
 
Just a reminder if your property needs a LL 
Sign a new order form can be had by clicking 
the link on the Home Page below the  
picture, or a link in TOPICS. 
 
Visit our website at: WWW.LLIA.ORG.   
I can be emailed at:  
 jantonicic@hotmail.com or telephone  
630-964-0393. 
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BECOME A MEMBER AND STAY 
 INFORMED 

BE A FRIEND AND INTRODUCE A 
NON-MEMBER TO THE LLIA 

By Bud Vance 
  

The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Associ-
ation (LLIA) was founded on 1902 to en-
courage and assist in the protection and im-
provement of our lakes. That philosophy 
continues today as the LLIA monitors the 
community’s adherence to the various laws 
and ordinances that protect and enhance our 
enjoyment of the lakes while monitoring the 
activities of the Town of LaGrange, Wal-
worth County and the Lauderdale Lakes 
Lake Management District. 
  
Perhaps the best justification for our exist-
ence is that the Lauderdale Lakes Improve-
ment Association (LLIA) is an on-going 
resource of information and what is transpir-
ing in the greater Lauderdale Lakes commu-
nity. Generally, this is a positive situation. 
However, there are some pitfalls the LLIA 
can help new members of our community 
avoid. For example: 
  
Realtors and contractors do not always fully 
disclose what is expected of property own-
ers. Many structures on the lakes, ranging 
from buildings to piers, were completed prior 
to today’s more stringent Shoreland Zoning 
requirements. Do not rely solely on what 
your neighbors or contractors may advise 
regarding whether you need a zoning permit. 
Check with the building inspector. The LLIA 
provides this information in our Directory 
and is constantly giving updates through the 
“Shorelines”. But you would not know this if 
you are not a member of the LLIA. Encour-
age your friends and neighbors to join. Help 
people be informed. 
  
Piers will be a major issue for the next few 
years. Contractors will inform customers of 
DNR regulations but neglect to inform them 
of local regulations. Prime example is the 
DNR allowing a six foot wide pier while 
locally we have a five foot restriction. Set 
backs from property lines is another serious 
issue, particularly in congested areas with 
limited shore lines. Contractors will not nec-
essarily inform property owners that shore 
stations are included in the set back require-
ments. Another problem has been that when 
contractors install piers in spring time, they 
will not tell property owners about set back 
restrictions. This is all avoidable. The key is 
the information provided by the LLIA. 

  
Why Join? 

 
The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Associ-
ation  ( LLIA) is your introduction to and on-
going source of what is transpiring in the 
greater Lauderdale Lakes community. Mem-
bership is $35.00 per year and includes a 
Directory . Your in luck, 2015 is  a  
Directory Year and all members get a new  
Directory.  
 
Features of the Directory include: 
  
 Emergency contacts and officers and 

board members of; The Lauderdale Lakes 
Improvement Association, The Lauderdale 
Lakes lake Management District (LLMD), 
The Town of LaGrange, The Town of 
Sugar Creek. 

  
 Other groups introduced include; The Wa-

ter Safety Patrol, The Kettle Moraine Land 
Trust (KMLT), The Lauderdale Lakes 
Aqua Skiers, The Lauderdale Lakes Rid-
ers, The Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club, 
The Lauderdale Lakes Sailing Club. 

  
 Important Walworth County and Wiscon-

sin Department of Natural Resources 
(WDNR) contacts are provided. 

  
 Members are informed about applicable 

local and state ordinances and how to 
obtain necessary building permits, includ-
ing permits for new piers and improve-
ment of existing piers. 

  
 Also provided are the local and permanent 

addresses and phone numbers of all resi-
dents and property owners within the 
Lauderdale Lakes Management District.  
This is done alphabetically and by sub-
division. 

  
 Many local business and service providers 

support the LLIA by advertizing in our 
Directory, another source of local re-
sources. 

  
Also with your membership you are entitled 
to receive the Association’s quarterly news 
publication of the Shorelines which supply 
ongoing and developing lake community 
information.  
  
New members and former members, who 
have not renewed membership for the past 
five years, will receive a copy of “A History 
of the Lauderdale Lakes” published in 1992. 
The starting point is the land formation dur-
ing the ice age, the great Wisconsin Glacier 
and early homesteader of the 1830’s. 

 
Also, new for this year, all members will 
receive a FREE window static cling decal 
identifying your support and membership to 
the LLIA  
  
Other reasons to become a member and sup-
port the LLIA: 
  
1. The Association performs water quality 

tests of our lake and supplies the infor-
mation to the Department of   Natural 
Resources (WDNR) .  

  
2. Through the Fish Committee: 
  
  We work closely with the WDNR in 

stocking our lake and promoting WDNR 
surveys of our  lake to determine the 
health of our fish population.  

  
 We sponsor an annual “Children’s Fish 

Jamboree” to encourage and educate our 
youth to the sport of fresh water fishing.  

  
 We have received permission from the 

WDNR and have built and  installed in 
the lake large fish cribs to support and 
build a better habitat for our fish.   

  
3. The Association created and maintains a 

web site, www.llia.org , to communicate 
timely status of events and also supply a 
wealth of community information such 
as: 

  
 Community calendar of events 
 History article archives  
 Link information to Community, govern-

ment and many other Internet locations. 
 Prior LLIA Director meeting Minutes 
 LLIA Membership form 
 Photo gallery 
 Vintage Sign sample photos and order form  
 Past Shorelines publications 
 Various community articles 
 LL sign order form  
  
Thank you for  considering membership in 
the LLIA. Meet new friends, come to our 
annual membership meeting in June and 
enjoy a FREE breakfast with your fellow 
members. 
 
Please fill in the membership form on the 
next page and join. 
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PROTECTION FROM INVA-
SIVE SPECIES MOVES FOR-

WARD IN WISCONSIN 
By Audrey Greene, Lake  

Specialist & AIS Coordinator for 
Walworth County Land Use & 

Resource Management  
 

Invasive species change natural ecosys-
tems, displace native species, reduce out-
door recreation opportunities and cost mil-
lions of dollars every year for control 
measures. In order to minimize the spread 
of invasive species into and around the 
State, Wisconsin’s Invasive Species Identi-
fication, Classification and Control Rule, 
Ch. NR 40, was created and has been in 
effect since September 1, 2009. One part of 
the rule consists of identification and clas-
sification of invasive species as either pro-
hibited or restricted.  NR 40 also created 
some prevention measures such as requir-
ing boaters to drain all water and inspect 
and clean their boat, trailer and equipment 
before leaving a boat launch or lake shore 
area.  
 
The rule is working, but even during the 
original work on NR 40, it was clear that 
additional non-native species would need 
to be evaluated. The process takes consid-
erable time, but after several years of work 
by many individuals, the revisions for NR 
40 were presented for, and received, ap-
proval at the December 10, 2014 meeting 
of the Natural Resources Board. That was 
not the end of the process of course. The 
revisions then had to undergo Legislative 
review. According to the Wisconsin Legis-
lative Page, the revised NR 40 is scheduled 
for publication on April 27, and should 
become effective in early May, 2015. 
 
The revisions to NR 40 include adding 49 
new prohibited and 32 new restricted spe-
cies. Some of these species are aquatic but 
many are terrestrial. Before planning any 
landscaping or water gardening projects 
homeowners should consult the revised NR 
40 list of species. Some of the newly listed 
species may be for plants that are familiar. 
The reason for this is because in the past 
they may have been sold for landscaping or 
water gardening. 
 
An example of this is Sacred lotus or Asian 
lotus, Nelumbo nucifera.  An attractive 
aquatic perennial, it has been used as a 

water garden ornamental for some time. 
However, its aggressive nature, high repro-
duction rate and fast growth made it clear 
to the Wisconsin Invasive Species Council 
that Sacred lotus, if introduced in Wiscon-

sin waters, would cause huge problems. 
This species is not currently found in Wis-
consin, or is only found in small popula-
tions and it is believed that prevention, or 
if found, eradication is feasible. For these 
reasons, it was proposed that Nelumbo 
nucifera be added to the prohibited catego-
ry in NR 40. This will help protect Wis-
consin waterbodies from new introductions 
of Sacred lotus, because it is illegal to 
transport, possess, transfer or introduce any 
prohibited species. Unfortunately, Sacred 
lotus was discovered in Delavan Lake in 
2010. But, thanks to the DNR and The 
Delavan Lake Sanitary District, once it was 
positively identified by Dr. Freckmann, 
UW-Stevens Point Freckmann Herbarium, 
a rapid response plan was executed and the 
plants were successfully treated.    
 
Yellow Iris, Iris pseudacorus is another 

very attractive, but invasive plant. This Iris 
was introduced as an ornamental in the 
State and can now be found on lakeshores, 
wetlands, and gardens. Like many success-
ful invaders, Iris pseudacorus can flourish 
in a wide range of conditions and repro-
duce quickly. Yellow Iris was proposed for 
the restricted category in NR40. Restricted 
species are, unfortunately, too widespread 
in the State to realistically expect to eradi-
cate them. The goal of restriction is to slow 
their spread. Like the prohibited category, 
it is illegal for people to transport, import, 

transfer, and introduce species that are re-
stricted.  Control of restricted species is not 
required by the DNR but it is encouraged.  
 
Information on the NR 40 revision, includ-
ing species lists and language changes can 
be found on the DNR website at http://
dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/
classification.html.  Please also remember 
that it is currently illegal to introduce any 
plant, native or non-native, into any water-
body of the State without a permit from the 
DNR. This is important because DNR staff 
can evaluate any plants proposed for intro-
duction to a lake or stream and determine if 
they are native and if they are the correct 
plant for that waterbody. 
 
For additional information about aquatic 
invasive species in Walworth County, in-
cluding ways to prevent their spread, 
please contact Audrey Greene, Lake Spe-
cialist/AIS Coordinator for Walworth 
County Land Use & Resource Manage-
ment at (262) 741-7902 or 
agreen@co.walworth.wi.us 
 

SPRING CLEAN UP! 
By Debbie Ferrari 

 
Before the lakes get too churned up with 

busy summer traffic, let’s all pitch in to 
clean up the lake bottom and shoreline.  
Grab your waders, hop in your canoe or 
paddleboat or kayak and check out the 
lake bottom in front of your home (and 
your neighbors’ if you have the chance).  
Remove bottles, cans and trash you 
find…someone reported finding old 
tires!  Not only will it help our water 
quality and fishery, but sharp glass, rusty 
cans and old fishing hooks will ruin a 
nice afternoon swim once the weather 
(and water) is warm. 

When you tidy up on shore please dis-
pose of yard waste properly.  DO create 
a compost pile or area on your property, 
or, dispose of it at the LaGrange Com-
post Site (see your Directory).  DO NOT 
dispose of your yard waste, brush, or tree 
limbs on other’s property, including your 
neighbor’s, public roadways, or Island 
Woods Preserve. 
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LAUDERDALE SAILING 
CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 
 Its our 47th year on the lakes as the 
Lauderdale Lakes Sailing Club. But it’s 
not too late to get started. Granted we have 
a head start but hey, sailboats are reala-
tively slow and you’ll catch up. The thing 
is you want to get started now so you’ll be 
a member in good standing by the time we 
have our 50th anniversary. It’s going to be 
big. You think the America’s cup is big, 
just wait until you become part of the 
LLSC 50th celebration. So you’ve seen the 
sailboats on the lakes and you noticed that 
some of those sailors have gray hair. Hell, 
you’ve got some gray hairs maybe you 
should give it a try. Just go on line and 
check us out at lauderdalesailingclub.com. 
It will tell you a lot about the club and 
how to get in touch. No computer, no 
problem, call me Peter Van Kampen 262 
742 2567. Maybe you’d just like to take a 
ride in one of those boats, no problem. 
Call me.  

LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE  
DISTRICT TOPICS  
By Peter Van Kampen 

 

Piers: 
 

The easiest way to get information about 
piers is to go to the Lake District web 
page: LLLMD.ORG. 
Click on the Piers link and you have all the 

contact information you need to 
get in touch with the Pier In-

spector. There is an application form on 
there as well you can download and print. 
Here are some basics about piers. A moor-
ing is any way to can attach a boat to your 
property. It includes boat house, piers, 
buoys, lifts etc. The Town Ordinance al-
lows a mooring for every 22 feet of front-
age. So if you have 50 feet of frontage you 
can have two moorings. If you have 100 
feet you can have 4 moorings. The maxi-
mum is 5 moorings regardless of how 
many feet of frontage you have. Piers are 
limited to 35 feet long and 5 feet wide. If 
your pier was existing in April of 2012, a 
State law allows you to replace that exact 
pier forever. You can get more details 
from the pier inspector. 
 

Septic: 
 
The nuns used to ask us, “one or two” 
when we raised our hand and asked to be 
excused. What difference did that make, 
when you gotta go you gotta go. That re-
minds me of some of the older septic sys-
tems we have on the Lakes. Most were 
installed after 1980 and include the im-
portant design code updates, but we have 

plenty that were built before 
that date and don’t operate as 
efficiently as the new ones. 
Now when you washer or dry-
er doesn’t work just right you 
might get a little upset but if 
you septic isn’t working right 
it could be a big problem. That 
problem could be an overflow 
that not only greens up the 
grass around your tank, it also 
means that potentially harmful 
bacteria is out where pets and 
children could be infected. It 
also means that since our 

homes are above the Lake that this bacte-
ria is being driven by gravity toward the 
Lake. If you have been thinking that may-
be this year we should replace that old 
septic you would be doing the right thing. 
Right for your family, right for your 
neighbors and right for the Lakes. Your 
property value is based on the overall val-
ue of being on or near the Lake. That val-
ue depends on each of us doing his/her 
part to keep these lakes as pristine as we 
can. So if the ‘ol septic has gotta go, then 
it’s gatta go. 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM THE  
LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE 

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
 
The Lake District would like your email. 
Our plan is to be able to better communi-
cate with you on a not too frequent basis. 
We would use this only for important an-
nouncements that can’t wait for the next 
Shorelines or Lake District Newsletter. 
We would also use this to get survey type 
information from the District members on 
significant issues. We expect it will take 
some time to collect a majority of District 
members so we better get started. If you 
would like to be on this email list simply 
send your email to lauderdale-
lakeslmd@gmail.com. Thank you. 
 

WATER SAFETY…FROM 
OUR OFFICERS’  
PERSPECTIVE 

By Debbie Ferrari 
 

The boats have been readied and 
launched and our Water Safety Patrol is 
again out to help ensure safe water for all 
as we enjoy another great summer on 
Lauderdale Lakes.  I had the opportunity 
to meet with Chief Ken Blanke and mem-
bers of his team and gained insight from 
them which I want to share with you. 
 

Our Officers (and all of us I am sure) 
would prefer our interactions on the water 
to be a friendly wave as we pass rather 
than a face-to-face discussion…with lights 
flashing.  Some of the best ways for you to 
avoid being the watercraft that is pulled 
over are: 
1 Registration - make sure yours is cur-

rent and displayed 

2 PWCs - generally you cannot operate 
them within 100 feet of another water-
craft or within 200 feet of the shoreline 
(see boating laws for the details) 

3 Speed Limits – observe the special 
speed limits for Lauderdale Lakes on 
weekends and holidays … max 10 mph 
from sunset to 9 am and max 50 mph at 
all other times 

4 Lights – DO use navigation lights be-
tween sunset and sunrise (both the red 
and green bow light and an all-around 

 

(Con nued on page 11) 10 

That Grampa Bruce Bauman winning 
the race and the Grandkids cheering in 

the background. It doesn’t’ get any 
better than this.  



 

 

white stern light) and DO NOT use 
docking lights while on open water 

 
PWC’s Are Fun!  However, when 

not operated properly they are dangerous 
and can cause accidents resulting in seri-
ous injury or loss of life to the operator 
and others on the water.  Anyone who 
operates a PWC needs to be familiar with 
how to safely operate them and with the 
special PWC laws (including completion 
of a boating safety course accepted by the 
WDNR if born 1/1/89 or after).  Some-
thing to think about …. would you hand 
keys to a motorcycle (perhaps a “crotch 
rocket”) over to your child or guest and 
send them out on the highway for some 
fun, without required training? 

 
Speaking of the Boating Safety 

Course...  In person classes are generally 
more effective than online classes.  The 
Boating Safety Course is no exception.  
When our officers are engaged in a traffic 
stop on the water they often find that indi-
viduals who have successfully completed 
this course online are not as familiar with 
the boating laws as those who have com-
pleted a classroom course, including the 
one offered by our Water Safety Patrol. A 
classroom setting offers the ability to fo-
cus, interact with the instructor and others 
in class, and ask questions; our local 
course also covers local laws included in 
the LaGrange/Sugar Creek Boating Ordi-
nance. 

 
Officer, I have a question!  When 

our Officers are engaged with a watercraft 
on a traffic stop, in a rescue situation or to 
provide assistance in any way, please do 
not approach either watercraft.  First, it is 
not safe to crowd more watercraft than 
necessary, especially when the lake is 
busy or choppy.  Second, our Officers 
need to focus on the task at hand, which is 
frequently more involved than you think.  
Our Officers are more than happy to assist 
you or answer your questions, but please 
stop a safe distance away and they will get 
to you as soon as they are available. 

 
Our Officers Out and About 
 

Each of our Officers is a certified law 
enforcement officer who takes an oath to 
uphold the law.  But our primary focus is 
safety and an important part of safety is 

education.  Our team is engaged in our 
community to promote safety and provide 
information since each of us has a role in 
maintaining a safe environment on the 
Lake.  In addition to their patrols, you 
may see our Officers out and about our 
lake community. 

 
Officer Adam Freund is the instructor for 
our boating safety courses being held June 
13-14 and July 11-12 (see February 
Shorelines for more info). 

 
Sergeant Janene Littmann and Officer 
Kim Jackson (back by popular demand) 
will share information about the Water 
Safety Patrol at the LLIA Annual Mem-
bership Meeting on June 13th. 

 
Officer Chris St. Clair will bring one of 
our patrol boats (with a nice loud siren) to 
our annual Kid’s Fish Jamboree on July 
18th.   You will find him at the docks at 
the Landing around 11 am. 
 

BOATING SAFETY 
COURSES 2015 

 
Two Wisconsin DNR-sanctioned 
boating safety courses will be 
offered this spring and summer by 
the Lauderdale Lakes Water Pa-
trol.  The two-day class at the 
LaGrange Town Hall at N7899 
County Road H, Whitewater, WI 
(intersection of H and Territorial Road) 
are: 
 
June 13-14 LaGrange Town Hall – max 
class size 25  
 
July 11-12 LaGrange Town Hall – max 
class size 25  
 

NEW CHANGES IN 2015 TO  
REGISTER FOR BOATING SAFETY 

CLASSES 
 
Online registration on the Wisconsin 
DNR website is available AFTER 
APRIL 1ST 2015 at http://dnr.wi.gov.  
Each student must have a DNR Cus-
tomer ID to register online. To obtain 
this ID call 888-936-7463,  
 
Successful completion of a DNR boating 
safety class is required for anyone be-
tween the ages of 12 and 15 who wishes 
to operate a personal watercraft (PWC 

includes jet-skis, wave-runners etc.), or 
wishes to operate a conventional power-
boat without an adult onboard.  Addition-
ally, there is a NEW LAW which states 
that anyone born on or after January 1, 
1989 (and at least 16 years of age) must 
have a boating safety certificate in order 
to operate a powerboat Wisconsin’s wa-
terways. So if you will be 26 this year (or 
are younger), you need a boating certifi-
cate to operate a PWC or a boat (without 
parental supervision). 
 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
WATER QUALITY  

REPORT 
By Dave De Angelis 

 
WATER QUALITY REPORT BY 

DAVE DEANGELIS 

The official 2015 ICE data for Lauderdale 
Lakes is as follows: 
 

The water testing season is in full swing 
and we have our first set of readings in the 
books as of April 19th. In addition to 
checking water clarity, dissolved oxygen 
and temperature profile, we will be pull-
ing samples from all three lakes in mid-
May. These samples will be sent into the 
WDNR lab in Madison and analyzed for 
phosphorus levels. Getting an early sea-
son “baseline” phosphorus reading for 
each lake will allow us to better under-
stand the water quality trends over the 
course of the summer. Typically the phos-
phorus levels in our lakes increases as the 
lake temperatures increase and boat traffic 
increases.  
 
So what is phosphorous? Phosphorus is 
a chemical element with P  and atomic 
number 15. As an element, phosphorus 
exists in two major forms—white phos-
phorus and red phosphorus, but 
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Mill Lake 

Middle 
Lake 

Green 
Lake 

Ice On 11/20/2014 11/20/2014 1/3/2015 

Ice Off 3/26/2015 3/30/2015 4/1/2015 

Total 
Days Ice 

Cover 
126 130 87 



 

 

due to its high reactivity, phosphorus is 
never found as a free element on Earth. 
Instead phosphorus-containing minerals 
are almost always present in their oxidized 
state, as inorganic phosphate rocks. 
 
Phosphorus is essential for all living 
things. Phosphates (compounds containing 
the phosphate ion, PO4

−3) are a component 
of DNA, RNA, and phospholipids, which 
form all cell membranes. 
In our lakes, maintaining low phosphate 
levels is very important. Phosphorus is a 
common component of agricultural fertiliz-
ers, manure, and organic wastes (i.e. septic 
fields). It is an essential element for plant 
life, but when there is too much of it in 
water, it can speed up eutrophication in 
rivers and lakes. Eutrophication is a reduc-
tion in dissolved oxygen in lake and rivers 
caused by an increase of mineral and or-
ganic nutrients. With too much phosphorus 
in a lake or river, excess alga blooms will 
occur. Excess surface algae prevents light 
penetration and ultimately will kill all low-
er layers of algae. The combination of bac-
terial decay of the surface algae and dra-
matically lower levels of photosynthesis 
(creation of oxygen) would have a negative 
impact on fish, frogs, turtles, etc. 
 
What can do? When fertilizing your yard, 
be sure to use fertilizers with no phospho-
rus in it and keep your septic field in tip-
top shape. 
 
See you on the lake.  

 
KETTLE MORAINE LAND 

TRUST 
By Jerry Petersen  

 
I’ll not repeat the Land Trust overview 
presented in the February SHORELINES; 
I encourage you to visit our website 
“kmlandtrust.org” for a fact filled over-
view of all our programs. 
 
Since February, we have conducted a 
“burn” of our Jackson Creek Preserve on 
the south side of the City of Elkhorn.  This 
Preserve is a critical filter for the runoff 
from thousands of acres of farmland which 
enters Delavan Lake at their “inlet.”  Burns 
are an important maintenance tool to con-
trol non-native species.  The Trust has a 

schedule to burn this wetlands 
property every few years.  Pro-

fessional burn managers carefully control 
the burn using prepared fire breaks.  The 
photo to the right shows the burn line pro-
gressing to the left. 
 

Enjoy Mothers’ Day in the field with an 
experiences birder.  On Sunday, May 10th, 
Kettle Moraine Land Trust will again host 
its free Bird Walk. This guided event is 
both educational and fun, a great oppor-
tunity for the whole family to come togeth-
er and celebrate Mother’s Day. The Walk 
meanders through the former Rainbow 
Springs Golf Course, now owned and man-
aged by the Wisconsin DNR. The beautiful 
Mukwonago River flows through the prop-
erty, an excellent habitat for warblers, tan-
agers, herons, cranes and other native 
birds. This family-friendly event is geared 
for beginning and intermediate birders. 
Led by seasoned birder, Jim Marrari, walk-

ers will learn to identify birds by sight, 
recognize bird sounds, and understand the 
natural history of the birds they see. An 
avid birder for over 20 years, Jim has led 
outings for many groups, including the 
Madison Audubon Society and the Sierra 
Club. Join the walk at Rainbow Springs on 
County Rd. LO, 0.5 miles east of County 
Rd. E, at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 10. 
Wear sturdy shoes and bring your own 
water and binoculars, if you have them. 
The walk will cover about 1.5 miles with 
some changes in elevation. Please leave 
pets at home; they would scare the birds!  
Registration is suggested, but not required, 
at the Kettle Moraine Land Trust website, 
www.kmlandtrust.org, or (262) 949-7211.  
 
If you haven’t already become a Trust 
member for 2015, please complete the be-
low form and return it with your check for 
at least $35 to the Trust at PO Box 176, 
Elkhorn, WI  53121. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(con nued from page 11) 
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Become	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	Member	
 

Join	us	in	becoming	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	member	with	your	tax‐deductible	
membership.		In	addition	to	supporting	KMLT	work,	members	receive	newsletters	and	
notices	of	special	events.			
	
� Yes,	I	would	like	to	become	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	member!	

 
Name	_______________________________________________________________________	

 
Address	____________________________________________________________________	

 
City	__________________________________________	State	________________________	

 
Zip	_________________	Phone	________________________________________________	

 
Email	_______________________________________________________________________	

	
Please	mail	this	completed	form		
with	your	check	to:	
	
Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	
P.	O.	Box	176	
Elkhorn,	WI	53121	
	
KMLT	is	a	501(c)(3)		
not‐for‐pro it	organization.	

Membership levels: 
 

Member                     $35 ‐ $99                ______ 
Conserva onist       $100 ‐ $ 249            ______ 
Naturalist                  $250 ‐ $499             ______ 
Visionary                  $500 ‐ $999             ______                                
Legend Builder      $1000 and up            ______     
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FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Brian Walsh 

 
Who’s ready for a fish fry?  Some of the 
most popular fish you see for the typical 
Wisconsin fish fry is walleye or perch.  
Since these species are such popular table 
fare, wouldn’t it be great if we had more of 
these in Lauderdale Lakes?  I would still 
like to see you practice catch and release 
(most of the time), but a fresh caught fish 
dinner from time to time can’t be beat.  So 
with this in mind, we have ordered the fish 
that we will be stocking into Lauderdale 
this year.  All you need to do now is catch 
em, clean em, and cook em. 
 
In 2015, the LLIA will be stocking large 
perch and northern pike.  In addition, the 
WDNR will be stocking walleye into 
Lauderdale.  All the funds used to purchase 
the fish we stock are from your donations.  
As always, thank you for all the previous 
and future donations.  Remember, every 
cent donated for the fish stocking is used to 
purchase fish.  And if you are real gener-
ous with your donations for the fish stock-
ing, we can plant some fish directly under 
your pier (but we’re talking a LARGE 
 donation). 
 
We have started building fish cribs in the 
Lauderdale Landing parking lot for place-
ment in 2015.  If you still aren’t sure what 
a fish crib is, stop by and take a look.  
Once you see one you won’t forget it.  We 
are always looking for materials for the 
fish cribs.  If you have any wood, 6’ 
lengths and 5”-8” circumference, please 
contact Jeff Angst or me at lliafishcommit-
tee@hotmail.com.  In addition to the 
wood, we are in desperate need of loca-
tions to place these cribs.  Remember we 
need a relative flat bottom and at least 12’ 
of water.  If you want to know where the 
cribs are located, please email for times 
you can volunteer to help, or we are still 
accepting bribes for the locations through 
the LLIA. 
 
The Kids Fishing Jamboree will be on 
July 18th at the Lauderdale Landing.  
Registration begins at 8:00 am.  This year 
is shaping up to be one of the best.  In ad-
dition to the fishing, family, prizes, and 
fun, we will also have a lot of exhibits this 
year.  Already confirmed are the KMLT, 

Lakeland animal shelter, police k-9 
attack and drug dog demonstra-

tions, water safety patrol, and wdnr to 
name a few.  Make sure to be there. 
 
I have kept this article rather short because 
I wanted to add some pointers on a very 
important topic.  Majorities of our anglers 
practice catch and release which is awe-
some.  This is one of the best ways to en-
sure this great sport can be passed down to 
our children.  But are you handling the fish 
in a manner that will ensure their survival?  
I’ve listed a few tips here for proper fish 
handling.  Please follow these steps to help 
the fish we release grow to a bigger size.  
One of the most important points is never 
use a towel when handling your catch and 
always wet your hand first.  The slime on 
the fish is their defense system and when 
you wipe it off, the chances for survival 
are slim. 
 

See you on the water and happy fishing  
 
Use barbless hooks - Barbless hooks 

can facilitate the quick removal of the 
hook from a fish and also reduce the risk 
of hooking injuries to the angler. Pinch-
ing down the barb with needle-nose pli-
ers works. 

 
Play fish quickly - Try to land your fish 

as quickly as possible and don’t play the 
fish to exhaustion. This is particularly 
important when fishing in periods of 
warmer water temperatures (greater than 
70 degrees F), but it is also true for cool 
water and warm water species, when 
water temperatures are relatively high 
(greater than 80 degrees F). Keep in 
mind that as water temperatures warm 
dissolved oxygen levels in the water 
decline. Therefore, fish are subject to 
stress and exhaustion in a much shorter 
period of time at 70 degrees compared to 
55-degree water temperatures. If it takes 
you a long time to land fish, your drag 
may be set too loosely or your gear may 
be too light for the fish you are catching. 

 
Use a landing net - The use of a fine-

mesh landing net may aid in reducing the 
amount of time required to land a fish 
and keep it from thrashing about in shal-
low water or a boat. 

 
Keep the fish in the water - The chance 

of a fish being injured increases the 
longer it is held out of water. It is prefer-
able to remove the hook from a fish you 
intend to release without taking it out of 

the water, or at least minimize the 
amount of time a fish is held out of wa-
ter. 

 
Wet your hands - Wet your hands, your 

net and other materials that may come in 
contact with the fish. This reduces the 
removal of the mucus on the fish and 
lessens the possibility of bacterial infec-
tion.  Don’t use a towel. 

 
Hold the fish upside down while re-

moving the hook - This can often pacify 
the fish and reduce handling time. 

 
Remove hooks quickly - Hemostats or 

long-nose pliers are essential tools for 
quickly removing hooks. Cutting hooks 
from a lure may facilitate lure removal in 
some cases; therefore, wire cutters are a 
valuable addition to an angler’s hook 
removal arsenal. 

 
Cut the line - When it is not possible to 

remove the hook without harming the 
fish, cut the line. Only a small piece of 
line should be left on the hook to ease 
passage through the digestive system. 
Research has documented that cutting 
the line can greatly increase the survival 
of deeply hooked fish. 

 
Don’t touch the gills - Do not handle 

fish by placing your fingers in the gill 
slits. Fish gill filaments are very sensi-
tive and can easily be injured. Fish 
should be handled by cradling the fish 
near the head and tail if possible, or by 
gently holding the fish near the mid-
section. Bass can be safely handled by 
holding the lower jaw, thumb in the 
mouth and forefinger under the chin. 

 
Reviving and releasing a fish - Hold 

the fish upright underwater after hook 
removal and allow it to swim away un-
der its own power. If necessary, hold the 
fish out of the current until it revives. 

 Fish that are bleeding from the mouth or 
gills due to hook removal and handling 
indicate your catch and release tech-
niques need to improve.   Survival is 
reduced significantly when damage re-
sulting in bleeding occurs; if regulations 
allow, fish that are bleeding are the ones 
that you should consider keeping. 
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LAUDERDALE AQUA SKIERS 
WANTED 

By Bob Brockman 
 
Beginners to Experienced to Professional…. 
The Lauderdale Aqua Skiers are looking for 
skiers and anyone interested in other aspects of 
a ski team such as announcers, set builders, 
music collaborators, show assistance, fundrais-
ing events and more.  Join us for lots of fun and 
a great summer with family and friends!  
 
Annual Pig Roast And Barbeque 
 
Join us at The Landings on Saturday, June 6th 
for our Annual Pig Roast and Barbeque.  
Starting at 11:30, with the ski team performing 
at 6 pm. There will be hamburgers, hot dogs 
and  The Pig and sides served into the evening.  
We’ll have music, bean bag tourney, and other 
activities throughout the day. 
 
Spring Cleaning 
 
While doing the dreaded spring cleaning this 
year, if you have any waterskies you won’t be 
using anymore, the club could use them in 
several aspects of our ski shows and practices.  
Please contact Bob Brockman at  
bbrockman.las@gmail.com 

 
Some of you may be aware of an article and 
subsequent retraction by the Elkhorn 
News regarding the printing of incorrect in-
formation from the Lauderdale Aqua Skiers 
that involved the Lauderdale Lakes Manage-
ment District and Town of LaGrange.  We 
sincerely apologize for the misrepresentation 
by the Elkhorn News, as both the Manage-
ment District and Town of LaGrange have 
helped and been supportive of the Aqua Ski-
ers. 

 
LAUDERDALE LAKES 

YACHT CLUB  
 By Commodore  
Jean Henderson  

 
Soon summer will be here and a great new 
Yacht Club season will begin! We invite you to 
join us, becoming a member and enjoy some 
fun lake events! A mailing will soon arrive 
with more detailed info but here is a summary 
to wet your appetite! 
 

 Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club  
 Summer 2015 Dates and Activities 

 SAT. MAY 30 ..... Cocktails with the 
Commodore 

 SAT. JUNE 27 ... Taste of the Lakes 
 SAT. JULY 4 ..... Fireworks 

 SUN. JULY 5 ..... Fireworks Rain 
Date 

 SAT. JULY 18 ..... Kids Fishing  
         Jamboree 
 SAT. JULY 25 ..... Midsummer  
         Tropical Paradise 
 FRI. AUG. 14 ..... TGIF Potluck 

Gathering, 
 SAT. SEPT. 26 ..... Special Oktober-

fest Finale 
 
(If you are interested in any of these events 
and want further information, please con-
tact Commodore Jean Henderson  
262-723-5414   jeanjohnh@gmail.com  
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