
 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   
LLIA PRESIDENT 

 
With winter in full stride, we can’t 
help but feel very fortunate that 
Mother Nature has seemingly 
shown SOME mercy on us. 
Snowfall was minimal in December 
and most of January. Then all 
“heck” broke loose and we were 
quickly reminded that we live in the 
upper Midwest. Let’s face it – after 
last year, we deserved a break. By 
the time that you receive this 
edition of 
Shorelines, open 
water will be less 
than 4 weeks out 
on the horizon. I 
can’t wait! 
 
 
We have a FIVE 
STAR edition of 
Shorelines for 
you with many 
terrific articles. 
Please pay special attention to Scott 
Mason’s information regarding the 
LLLMD survey. Many folks have 
experienced difficulty accessing the 
survey. Scott has some helpful hints 
to access and complete the survey – 
if you’ve not already done so, 
please fill it out. Peter Van Kampen 
provided some updates regarding 

the LLLMD septic pumping 
program. If your lake home has a 
holding tank, you should check 
your tax bill to ensure that you are 
not being charged for septic system 
inspections. Ken Blanke has the 
upcoming schedule for boating 
classes – be sure to sign up soon. 
These classes fill up quickly every 
year. Bud Vance wrote a fabulous 
overview of LLIA, what we do and 
why you should consider joining. 
Brian Walsh’s update on Fish 
Committee activities is a “must 
read”. 
 

 
On a sad note, our lake community 
lost Howard Shaw on January 19th. 
Howard was a great husband, 
father, grandfather, neighbor, 
businessman and all-around great 
guy who will truly be missed. Our  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

thoughts and prayers go out to Gail 
and the rest of the Shaw family. We 
love you Howard, and you will 
forever be in our hearts.  
 

Dave DeAngelis     
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Lake District Property Owners; 
 
We had reports of residents having trouble accessing our survey.  We figured out what the 
issues are.  
 
1. When one copies and pastes the link into a browser, it may add additional characters "%

E2%80%8B" to the ending of the link. This causes an error and won't take you to the site. 
If that happens, just delete those extra characters and it will take you directly there. 

 
2. Furthermore, the last character in the URL is actually a lower case 'L'. Some people may 
be typing it in as an upper case 'i'.   

The following is the correct and complete web address;   h p://goo.gl/SDRGOl 
 

Best Regards, 
 

Scott Mason, District Chairman 



 

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 
TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

Town board election 
 

This year the Second, Third, and Fourth 
Side Supervisor positions are being filled 
by Elections.  Elections will be held Tues-
day, April 2, 2015.  Candidates elected to 
the Town Board serve two year terms of 
office.  Candidates must file formal nomi-
nation papers to be on the election ballot, 
and the closure date was January 2, 2015. 
 
The three incumbent Town of LaGrange 
Supervisors have filed as Candidates for re-
election as the Second, Third and Fourth 
Side supervisor positions, and they are un-
opposed.   
 
Don Sukala filed papers to be re-elected to 
the Second Side Supervisor Position, Town 
of LaGrange.   Don has served on the 
Town Board since 1999. Don currently 
serves as Chair of the Building and Roads 
Committee, and he works closely with the 
Road Commissioner.  This position in-
cludes responsibility to plan, assess, review 
and bring proposals and contracts to the 
Board for all major Town road mainte-
nance improvements; all Town buildings 
including the Town Hall, Town Highway 
Department Garage, Boat House, and relat-
ed equipment are also the responsibility of 
this committee. He is also a member of the 
Town Safety Committee.  Don and his wife 
Beth have lived in the Town of LaGrange 
many years.  They lived on Lauderdale 
Lakes most of the time, and still have a 
boat on the lake even though they moved to 
a different home close to the lake recently. 
Don owns and operates a Plumbing and 
Heating Business that serves the local area. 
Don’s decision to run for office again is 
based on his strong desire to support local 
government and represent the Town of 
LaGrange property owners and residents. 
 
Mark Bromley filed papers to be re-elected 
as Third Side Supervisor in the upcoming 
election.  He served as First Side Supervi-
sor from 2006 to January 2010 when he 
resigned to enter the Walworth County 
Judicial election primary.  Mark also 
served as the District 3 Walworth County 
Supervisor from 2008 to 2010.  Mark was 
elected to the Third Side Supervisor posi-

tion in the April 2011 election, and 
he is the Chair of the Safety Com-

mittee and a member of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission.   
 
Mark and his wife Pat are the fifth genera-
tion to live on his family farm on Greening 
Road.  He is presently an Assistant Attor-
ney General at the Wisconsin Department 
of Justice.  Mark practiced law from an 
office at the farm from 2004-2010.  Previ-
ously he was a partner in the Kinney & 
Urban Law Firm in Lancaster, WI from 
1978 to2002. 
 
Mark looks forward to being re-elected and 
continue serving the public as an elected 
supervisor.  He stated, “We must care for 
the land, which will remain long after we 
all turn to dust.  Those entrusted with the 
power to govern should do so for the public 
welfare.  That includes maintaining reason-
able laws and rules to make community life 
pleasant, while minimizing government's 
intrusion into the lives of American citi-
zens.  The right to be left alone is im-
portant, and mandates restraint in govern-
ment.  On the other hand, reasonable gov-
ernmental regulation of conduct that affects 
the rights of others preserves community 
values and public harmony”. 
 
Jeff Schramm filed papers to be re-elected 
to the Fourth Side Supervisor position.  Jeff 
has experience in local government at the 
Town and County levels. He has served as 
the Fourth Side Supervisor since July 2005. 
The past 15 years Jeff has been a member 
of the Town Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion, and he is currently the Commission 
Chairman.   Jeff also chaired the Town 
Communications Committee in the past.  
He served three years on the Walworth 
County Zoning Agency as Citizen Mem-
ber. 
 
Jeff served on the County Smart Growth 
Task Force representing the Town of La-
Grange for four years and assisted in the 
completion of this project within the State 
of Wisconsin mandated time period.  Jeff 
and his wife Heather and family have lived 
in the Town of LaGrange for 23 years.  He 
is the owner and manager of a professional 
photography business that serves Corporate 
Advertising Clients.    Jeff said, “My deci-
sion to run for re-election is based on my 
desire to ensure that the Town of LaGrange 
future is a rural community with a planned 
balance for families, farming, and the lake 
communities”.  
 
 

New town of LaGrange  
website and address 

 
A new Town of LaGrange Website is being 
developed that will be more user friendly, 
easier to maintain, and will have excellent 
supplier support.  The new website is not 
fully operational yet, but will be by sum-
mer.   
 
The NEW WEBSITE address is: 
 

http://townoflagrangewi.com/home 
 

Log into this website and observe the many 
improvements that make it easy to com-
municate with the Town.  Note how easy it 
is to print out forms, check the Town Cal-
endar for scheduled meetings, find the 
minutes of past meetings, see the budget, 
learn who serves on different Town Com-
mittees, and more.  Take a minute and 
check it out the next time you are using 
your computer.  Then bookmark it for 
quick access in the future.   
 
Remember it is not fully operational yet.   
However if you have a comment about it 
please Email your comment to Supervisor 
Marcia Sahag, Town Information Commit-
tee Chair.  rickmar@elknet.net  
 

Garbage/recycling and changes 
 
Do you need to know which day garbage, 
recycling and trash is collected during 
2015?  Go to the LLIA website 
www.LLIA.org and click on Topics and 
then click on John’s Disposal.  A current 
pickup calendar schedule can be printed or 
just check the date in question.  You may 
also go to John’s Disposal website 
www.johnsdisposal.com  and find it there 
too.  If you do not have computer access 
just call John’s Disposal 262.473.4700 and 
they will mail you a 2014 schedule.  
 
John’s Disposal picks up garbage every 
Monday for most Lake Homes, and recy-
cling every other week.  The Town con-
tracts for this service, and the Town Board 
requests the containers are moved back off 
the road side that evening.  Probably some 
of you are only at the Lake on weekends.  
Please ask a neighbor that stays at the lake 
all week to kindly move your containers 
back next to your garage or house each 
Monday evening.  
 

(Con nued on page 3) 
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Yard waste including grass clippings, 
shrubbery trimmings, lake weeds, and 
tree branches is not picked up by John’s 
Disposal.  Please note that the Town of 
Lagrange has a Composting Site that you 
may take your yard waste to for disposal.  
If you have a commercial service handling 
your yard work be sure they take your 
yard waste away as John’s Disposal will 
not take this material.  And the Town of 
LaGrange Composting Site is not availa-
ble for contractor use only homeowner 
use.   
 
The Wisconsin DNR has legislation regu-
lating disposal of Televisions, DVD Play-
ers, Telephones, Computers, Monitors, 
Printers, Fax Machines, and other elec-
tronic equipment.  John’s Disposal will 
only take these items if you telephone 
them and make special arrangements to 
pay for hauling them away.  These items 
are not taken on once a month trash 
pickup.   You may also dispose of these 
items in Walworth County at Best Buy in 
Lake Geneva, DP Electronic Recycling, 
540 East Centralia Street, Elkhorn, 262 
723 2550, and Goodwill, 1402 Geneva St, 
Delavan.  There are currently charges of 
$5 to $10 for Television disposal.    
 
Trash or bulky items including washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, recliners, used wood 
and carpet etc. is collected once per 
month. You can also dispose of two auto-
mobile tires on a pick up date with a maxi-
mum of eight (8) tires each year.  Trash or 
bulky waste also includes used engine oil, 
antifreeze and other non-hazardous materi-
al. Check the John’s Disposal Town of 
LaGrange schedule to be sure you know 
the correct day to put your trash out for 
John’s Disposal to collect and haul away. 
 
If your recycling or garbage bin is broken 
and needs repair or replacement, please 
call John’s Office 262.473.4700 M-F 8:00 
AM to 4:30 PM and Saturday 8-12.  
John’s Disposal wants to be sure the con-
tainers are in good condition and will 
make the needed repairs.   
 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

 
2014 fire department activity 

 
The volunteer fire fighters and EMT’s 
serving the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 
Department responded to 202 total calls 

for support during 2014.  Total calls were 
12 less in 2014 than in 2013, and the De-
partment averaged 3.9 call responses per 
week during 2014.  Once again the Emer-
gency Rescue Team had the most activity 
answering 145 calls for assistance, and 
this was 31 fewer than in 2013.  Fire fight-
ers responded to 57 calls during 2014 an 
increase of 19 more than 2013. On average 
over the past three years the Department 
responded to 199 calls per year.  That is 
the equivalent of 3.8 RESPONSE 
CALLS EACH WEEK.   
 
“Volunteers continue to be the vital link 
making this department a success,” related 
Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst.  The vol-
unteer fire fighter staff level is currently 
37 members with two members on leave 
of absence. The approved staff level is 42. 
The Department staff is lower now than in 
recent years and as usual some members 
will be retiring and from time to time oth-
ers move away.  Chief Duerst stated “new 
members are needed especially to support 
the Emergency Medial Rescue opera-
tions”. 
 
Please spread the word that The Lauder-
dale-LaGrange Fire Department is seeking 
new volunteers to become Fire Fighters 
and Emergency Medical Technicians.   
For those of us living in the Town this 
could be a life or death situation.  Quick 
response time by both the EMT and Fire 
Fighters has helped many residents and 
property owners.  
 
Men and women volunteers are needed 
now, and if you or someone you know is 
interested please call Chief Curly Duerst at 
262 495 8610.   Especially needed are 
those people that could be available during 
the weekdays.    
 
The area property owners and residents are 
true partners by supporting our Depart-
ment through gifts and fund raisers.  Our 
Department is classified as a 501c3 organ-
ization.  Your gifts are generally eligible 
for tax deduction, and a confirmation letter 
will be provided for larger gifts. If your 
employer provides matching gifts please 
notify them of your gift so that they may 
also make a matching contribution.  “Your 
past support has been great, and I extend 
my personal thanks to all of you for mak-
ing the Department very successful” said 
Chief Curly Duerst.  
 

Annual firemen’s dance to raise money 
for department equipment 

 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-
ment’s annual dance will be held on 
 Saturday, April 11, 2015.  Tickets 
will be mailed to Town of LaGrange prop-
erty owners and residents about three 
weeks before the dance.   The proceeds 
from the dance will be used for upgrading 
the Department communication equip-
ment.  
 
This year the Department will begin re-
placing the pagers.  All Department Fire-
men carry a pager that notifies them of an 
emergency call. The existing pagers are 
older models that have frequent failures.  
The pagers are activated by the County 
Emergency coordinator that receives the 
911 call reporting an accident or fire or 
other emergency need in the Lauderdale-
LaGrange Fire Department area.  In addi-
tion the pager is also used to call the 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 
members for mutual aid support of another 
area Fire Department needing support to 
fight a fire or respond to another type of 
emergency, such as need for another am-
bulance at an accident scene.   
 
Each pager costs approximately $400.00 
and one is needed for each of the Firemen 
along with spare units. Total cost will be 
in the range of $16,000 to $17,000.    
 
Watch for your Firemen’s Dance tickets 
that will arrive in your mail during March, 
and please remember to support the De-
partment.  Your Lauderdale-LaGrange 
Fire Department is totally staffed by vol-
unteer Fire Fighters from the local area, 
and all donations are used for improving 
the equipment they use.   
 
 
 
 

 

(Con nued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2015 

 
DATE                      EVENT 

4-11 - Fire Dept. Annual Dance 
4‐25 ‐ LLIA Directors Mee ng  
6-13 - LLIA Annual membership Mtg. 
6-13 - Boat Safety Class 
7-11 - Boat Safety Class 
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Fire Department Building Expansion 
 

The Department Building does not current-
ly have adequate space for the two tanker 
trucks to be parked easily within the east 
bay of the building.  The trucks are backed 
into the building one behind the other.  At 
this time the trucks essentially have the 
rear bumper of the front truck touching the 
truck behind it, and the truck in back has 
the rear bumper touching the rear wall of 
the building to enable the overhead door to 
be closed at the front of the building.   
 
The Department has accumulated funding 
through the various fund raising activities 
to completely pay for an addition to the 
back of the Department Building East Bay.  
This addition which is approximately 14 
feet deep and 30 feet wide is under con-
struction by a commercial contractor.  It is 
anticipated the construction will be com-
plete and ready for use this spring.   This 
will make parking the Department Tanker 
Trucks much safer and provide ready ac-
cess for the Fire Fighters to reach each 
Tanker Truck.    
  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 

Boats and More Boats--Part I 
 
“Believe me my young friend there is noth-

ing--absolutely nothing--half so much 
worth doing as simply messing about in 

boats.” --The Water Rat, The Wind in the 
Willows by Kenneth Grahame. 

 
What is the appeal? Why aren’t we humans 
content to sit on the shore of our Lakes and 
just watch the water or jump in and swim if 
we need to participate? Why must we build 
all these contraptions that float us out on 
top of the water? Perhaps it’s because we 
see all that welcoming, empty surface that 
we can’t fill up with buildings or soccer 
fields or parked cars. Or perhaps it’s the 
motion, a gentle rocking on a summer day, 
that relaxes us and puts us in a better frame 
of mind? Or maybe we are driven--in our 
humanness--to make it to the other side. 
Whatever the reason, we have propelled 
ourselves with muscle, wind, steam and 
gasoline out onto the waters of Lauderdale 
for longer than we can remember. This 
column begins a series on boats operated 

on Lauderdale. The History Column 
welcomes any anecdotes and photos 

you may have related to the topic to add to 
the story. It begins with un-motorized craft. 
 
Native Americans living in southern Wis-
consin certainly used canoes to hunt, fish 
and travel through the area. Before horses 
came in about 1810, the canoe was their 
primary means of transport in the warmer 
months. According to the Milwaukee Pub-
lic Museum’s Indian Country Wisconsin 
project website, tribes used dugout canoes, 
which were heavy boats hollowed from 
single logs, on the larger lakes. They built 
birch bark canoes to travel smaller lakes 
and waterways. Birch bark, says the web-
site, is thickest in the spring, so the people 
felled trees and peeled large sheets of bark 
from them in that season. They used 
frames made of white cedar, wrapping the 
bark sheets, white side in, around the 
frames and sewing them in place with 
thread made from spruce roots in an ingen-
ious multi-step process. They sealed seams 
and holes with pine pitch boiled with char-
coal. The people could portage the canoes 
easily because they were so light, and they 
also used them for gathering wild rice and 
for transporting furs during the era of the 
fur trade. French fur traders adopted this 
effective canoe design. 

 
Canoes, of course, have changed very little 
apart from the material we build them 
from. We have a small but dedicated group 
of canoers and kayakers on our lakes. In 
the 1970s and 80s, boaters also would 
sometimes see the campers from the Girl 
Scout camp on Green Lake out in their 
supersized version, looking perhaps more 
like Vikings than Native Americans. 
 
Another quirky person-powered boat was 
seen during Prohibition in the 1920s. Ac-
cording to Robert Brown’s A History of the 

Lauderdale Lakes, someone had mounted a 
red bicycle on a wooden platform support-
ed by wooden pontoons. The pontoons 
were filled with liquor, which the cycler 
sold to residents! 
 
Row boats were also popular during the 
19th and early 20th centuries for recrea-
tional boating and fishing. “In my youth 
(1930-40) row boats were intensely used 
by fishermen. The Irish Woods camp (in 
Mill Lake) had every inch of their shore 
lined with fishermen’s row boats in narrow 
slips,” remembers Lake resident Jerry Pe-
tersen. Small outboard motor launches be-
came more popular in the 1940s following 
World War II. These slowly took over for 
the row boats. 
 
The History Column cannot find that any-
one sailed on the Lauderdale before white 
settlers came to Wisconsin. Sailing on such 
a small body of water, of course, is more 
recreational than practical. But sailing had 
certainly taken hold in the region--at least 
as a wealthy man’s hobby--by the late 
1800s. Chicago Tribunes of the era provide 
extensive coverage of yachting races on 
Lake Michigan as well as the larger inland 
lakes. Indeed, the Inland Lake Yachting 

Association, founded in 
1898, provides rules for 
sailing as well as regattas 
on lakes such as OshKosh 
and Lake Geneva in Wis-
consin and Minnetonka and 
White Bear Lake in Minne-
sota. 
 
Early photos of the Ster-
lingworth pier show sail-
boats that look like junks 
rigged and ready for out-
ings. By the early 1900s, 
sailboat races were held on 
Lauderdale at least sporadi-

cally. Kenneth Ingle Sr. of Ingleside 
(LL792) was reprimanded for sculling 
across the finish line in a race he won in 
his Rebel sailboat in the mid-1950s, ac-
cording to son Ken Ingle Jr., a current 
Lauderdale resident. Ken Sr. contended 
that he was only wagging the rudder to 
avoid being “left in irons” (stopped dead 
headed straight into the wind). Ken Sr. 
would win or come close each year in a 
race that was held at the end of the summer 
on the same day as a power boat race. Rac-
es at the time were held in Mill Lake in 

(Con nued from page 3) 
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front of the Sterlingworth Pier. The Ingle 
family still owns the Rebel, a powder blue
-and-white tub of a boat with both a main-
sail and a jib that has been in dry dock for 
the last several years. 
 
M-16s, or M-scows (shallow bottomed 
boats with wide bows), became the favor-
ite boat for racing until they were replaced 
by the MC, the current scow of choice for 
our fleet of about 20 boats that races on 
Sunday mornings throughout the summer 
(for a history of the Lauderdale Lakes 
Sailing Club see History Column, Novem-
ber 2006). According to one yacht club 
web page, the C class scow began sailing 
in 1905, built by Johnson Boatworks of 
White Bear Lake, MN. The 
scow’s shallow bottom and two 
angled bilge boards reduce the 
amount of wetted surface area 
as the boat moves, making it 
faster than a more conventional 
hull design. Among the most 
famous builders of lake scows 
today is the Melges Co. of 
Zenda, WI. Buddy Melges, 
who is among the world’s win-
ningest competitive sailors, 
was born in Elkhorn in 1930 
and grew up sailing boats de-
signed by his father, company 
founder Harry Melges, Sr., on 
Lake Geneva. Buddy has sailed 
on Lauderdale in the sailing 
club races from time to time.  
 
One additional sailing story 
worthy of mention comes from 
Floyd Ewing of La Grange, 
whose family’s farm ran down 
to the shore of Green Lake in 
the early 1900s. Ewing was a 

builder and tinkerer. In a 
memoir he wrote in the 
1980s, he recalls having 
built a sail-powered ice 
boat based on nothing but 
his own conception of 
how one should look. “It 
consisted of a diamond-
shaped wooden frame, 
partly floored… to form a 
sort of cockpit. It was 
twelve feet wide in the 
middle and about seven-
teen feet long with run-
ners on the narrower cor-

ners. A third runner on the rear corner 
could be moved with a tiller enabling the 
thing to be steered.” He ordered canvas 
sailcloth from Sears Roebuck & Co., and 
his mother helped him sew his sail. 
 
After chores one morning, Ewing’s father 
helped him “haul this contraption to the 
lake, with much hope that it would sail, 
and we assembled it. When ready, it took 
off with speed far exceeding my expecta-
tions with my dad, my sister Veda, and I 
aboard…. After crossing the lake several 
times, a sudden gust of wind greatly in-
creased the speed. In the flying snow, try-
ing to manage the sail and tiller, I fell 
overboard. The ship, without a pilot, 
turned with the wind which swept away 
the whole upper structure. After Dad and 

Veda had crawled out from underneath the 
wreckage of the sail, mast and other rig-
ging, we towed the wreck back to home 
port. The next day Dad went to town and 
got me new lumber to repair the damage. I 
had convinced him that my iceboat was a 
success.” Sounds pretty thrilling. Perhaps 
iceboating as a sport should be revisited. 
 
Next issue: power boats 
 
LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE  

DISTRICT TOPICS  
 

Nestor Dyhdalo 
By Sco  Mason 

 
After 18 years of service to the Lake Dis-
trict Nestor Dyhdalo submitted his resig-
nation effective 12/31.  Nestor has skillful-
ly managed many projects for our commu-
nity and we are immensely grateful for his 
tireless contributions.   During these 18 
years Nestor has managed our finances as 
treasurer, started the water safety patrol, 
created the districtwide data base, created 
and managed our web site, and has taken 
on many other special projects.  We are 
not letting go of Nestor quite so easily, as 
he will continue to manage our data base 
and web site and assists with the transition 
on a daily basis.  Thank You for your con-
tribution and for your friendship. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce our new Lake District Commis-
sioner Debbie Ferrari.  Debbie has been on 
our lakes for many years and has volun-
teered with various lake organizations.  
The District Board appointed Debbie to 
the Lake District Board to complete the 
remainder of Nestor’s term.  Debbie is an 
experienced CPA and the Board wisely 
asked her to assume the role of Treasurer.  
Many Thanks 
 

Septic Pumping and  
Inspecting Program: 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

The Lake District manages a program that 
sees to it that each property with a septic 
system is inspected and pumped every 
third year. Holding Tanks and Aerobic 
systems are not included in this program. 
 
 

(Con nued from page 4) 
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The family of Jerry Petersen enjoying themselves 
in row boat near Pleasant Point in 1900. The 
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Last fall the Lake District and Associates 
Services agreed to change from individual 
customized charges to everyone paying the 
same. When we announced that program 
we encouraged everyone to check their tax 
bill to see that they were charged the $46 
annual fee, ($92 if you have two on the 
same tax property). Again Holding Tanks 
and Aerobic systems are not included so 
you folks should have no change for Septic 
on your tax bill. We are very happy to an-
nounce that we received only a few phone 
calls where the charges were wrong and 
the necessary changes had to be made. If 
you did not check your tax bill maybe you 
should to make sure we didn’t get it wrong 
on a few more. It’s easy to fix so let us 
know. 
 
If you find a problem or have a question 
you can contact me at: pvk@elknet.net or 
262 742 2567 
 

Pier Inspector: 
 

This program ran very smoothly last year 
and is off to a good start this year. The 
2012 State law grandfathers all piers in 
place at that time. So if you want to re-
place your pier with the same one you can 
apply for and get your permit the same day 
in most cases. If you want to add a pier or 
replace the existing pier with a different 
configuration it might take a bit longer. If 
you have any questions you may contact 
the Pier Inspector, Andi White at (262) 
348-6538 or email andi@uwalumni.com. 
To download an application, go to the 
Lake District web page, www.lllmd.org 
 
Thanks to the Homeowners on Stewart Dr 
and the Town of LaGrange for the new 
safer and convenient pier configuration at 
the Sterlingworth Launch site, it turned our 
very nice. New Piers adjacent to Sterling-
worth Launce. Bumper posts and rail pro-

vided by the Town of LaGrange. 
 

Leak in the lake 
By Jack Sorenson 

 
Back in 2009, there was a significant water 
flow from the Sterlingworth Bay into the 
Honey Creek , the outflow creek of 
Lauderdale Lakes which is about 7 feet 
lower than the lake level of water.   
 
The leak washed a large amount of gravel 
with the water flow and deposited it in 
Honey Creek. Since that occurrence,  the 
Lake District has pursued finding the cause 
of the water flow and taking appropriate 
action to prevent a reoccurrence.   
 
After extensive reviews and searching for 
piping in the area of the leak using a Geo 
Probe, Ground Penetrating Radar and 
Electro Magnetic Imaging, I am happy to 
report that we found the likely culprit and 
plugged it up with a slurry of concrete.  
The pipe and manhole are old structures 
that were not on any of the maps we have.  
In fact, we happened upon the structure by 
chance.  The floor of the manhole had been 
blown out likely by strong water flow and 
it definitely showed a structural failure that 
would serve as the route for the water 
flow.  This manhole and the pipes leading 
into it were plugged up late last fall and we 
feel that this was the conduit for the leak-
ing water.   
 
In addition to blocking off the conduit for 
the water flow this coming spring we will 
stabilize the eroding shoreline where the 
leak occurred.  Muskrats rotting trees and 
wave action has breached the shoreline 
allowing the water to migrate from the 
Bay.  The shoreline will be reshaped and 
include a geo mat and plantings that will 
prevent further erosion and discourage 
muskrats from burrowing into the area. 
 
We wish to thank the Sterlingworth for 
their cooperation, the Town of La Grange 
for their assistance and support and our 
constituency for their continued support of 
our efforts to correct this situation.  
 

LAUDERDALE SAILING 
CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

The February issue of the shorelines goes 
to everyone in the District so we need to 
make a good impression. Let me start by 

saying we sail MC Scows on Lauderdale, 
16ft long 5.5ft wide and about 26ft tall.  
 
Most days it’s all smiles and fun. 
 
We sail on Sunday mornings at 10 AM. 
The club is open to anyone who wants to 
join some of the nicest people I know and 
go sailing. It’s easy to learn to sail a MC 
but just like your golf game or your tennis 
game, you’ll always be learning and get-
ting better. If you would like to learn more 
about our club you can check us out on 
line at www.lauderdalesailingclub.com  
 
But some days it’s more of an adventure 

We understand that 99% of the folks on 
Lauderdale who are not in the club and 
have no interest in sailing can still appreci-
ate the beauty that 16-20 boats gliding 
across the lakes on Sunday morning. And 
the sailors appreciate those that come out 
to watch and cheer for the winners. 
 
Does it get any better to sit in your yard or 
on the pier with a hot coffee or cool 
Bloody Mary and watch the sailboats? It’s 
a great way to start your day. 
 
 
 
 

 6 

It’s always a great view from the shore 



 

 

BECOME A MEMBER AND 
STAY INFORMED 
BE A FRIEND AND  

INTRODUCE A NON-
MEMBER TO THE LLIA 

By Bud Vance 
  

The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Asso-
ciation (LLIA) was founded on 1902 to 
encourage and assist in the protection and 
improvement of our lakes. That philoso-
phy continues today as the LLIA monitors 
the community’s adherence to the various 
laws and ordinances that protect and en-
hance our enjoyment of the lakes while 
monitoring the activities of the Town of 
LaGrange, Walworth County and the 
Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management Dis-
trict. 
  
Perhaps the best justification for our exist-
ence is that the Lauderdale Lakes Im-
provement Association (LLIA) is an on-
going resource of information and what is 
transpiring in the greater Lauderdale Lakes 
community. Generally, this is a positive 
situation. However, there are some pitfalls 
the LLIA can help new members of our 
community avoid. For example: 
  
Realtors and contractors do not always 
fully disclose what is expected of property 
owners. Many structures on the lakes, 
ranging from buildings to piers, were com-
pleted prior to today’s more stringent 
Shoreland Zoning requirements. Do not 
rely solely on what your neighbors or con-
tractors may advise regarding whether you 
need a zoning permit. Check with the 
building inspector. The LLIA provides this 
information in our Directory and is con-
stantly giving updates through the 
“Shorelines”. But you would not know this 
if you are not a member of the LLIA. En-
courage your friends and neighbors to join. 
Help people be informed. 
  
Piers will be a major issue for the next few 
years. Contractors will inform customers 
of DNR regulations but neglect to inform 
them of local regulations. Prime example 
is the DNR allowing a six foot wide pier 
while locally we have a five foot re-
striction. Set backs from property lines is 
another serious issue, particularly in con-
gested areas with limited shore lines. Con-
tractors will not necessarily inform proper-
ty owners that shore stations are included 
in the set back requirements. Another 

problem has been that when contractors 
install piers in spring time, they will not 
tell property owners about set back re-
strictions. This is all avoidable. The key is 
the information provided by the LLIA. 
  
Why Join? 
 
The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Asso-
ciation  ( LLIA) is your introduction to and 
on-going source of what is transpiring in 
the greater Lauderdale Lakes community. 
Membership is $35.00 per year and in-
cludes a Directory . You're in luck, 2015 
is  a Directory Year and all members get a 
new Directory.  
 
Features of the Directory include: 
  
 Emergency contacts and officers and 

board members of; The Lauderdale 
Lakes Improvement Association, The 
Lauderdale Lakes lake Management 
District (LLMD), The Town of La-
Grange, The Town of Sugar Creek. 

  
 Other groups introduced include; The 

Water Safety Patrol, The Kettle Moraine 
Land Trust (KMLT), The Lauderdale 
Lakes Aqua Skiers, The Lauderdale 
Lakes Riders, The Lauderdale Lakes 
Yacht Club, The Lauderdale Lakes Sail-
ing Club. 

  
 Important Walworth County and Wis-

consin Department of Natural Resources 
(WDNR) contacts are provided. 

  
 Members are informed about applicable 

local and state ordinances and how to 
obtain necessary building permits, in-
cluding permits for new piers and im-
provement of existing piers. 

  
 Also provided are the local and perma-

nent addresses and phone numbers of 
all residents and property owners with-
in the Lauderdale Lakes Management 
District.  This is done alphabetically 
and by sub-division. 

  
 Many local business and service provid-

ers support the LLIA by advertizing in 
our Directory, another source of local 
resources. 

  
Also with your membership you are enti-
tled to receive the Association’s quarterly 
news publication of the Shorelines which 
supplys ongoing and developing lake 
community information.  
  

New members and former members, who 
have not renewed membership for the past 
five years, will receive a copy of “A Histo-
ry of the Lauderdale Lakes” published in 
1992. The starting point is the land for-
mation during the ice age, the great Wis-
consin Glacier and early homesteader of 
the 1830’s. 
 
Also, new for this year, all members will 
receive a FREE window static cling decal 
identifying your support and membership 
to the LLIA  
  
Other reasons to become a member and 
support the LLIA: 
  

1. The Association performs water 
quality tests of our lake and sup-
plies the information to the Depart-
ment of   Natural Resources 
(WDNR) .  

  
2. Through the Fish Committee: 

  
  We work closely with the WDNR 

in stocking our lake and promoting 
WDNR surveys of our  lake to 
determine the health of our fish 
population.  

  
 We sponsor an annual “Children’s 

Fish Jamboree” to encourage and 
educate our youth to the sport of 
fresh water fishing.  

  
 We have received permission from 

the WDNR and have built and  
installed in the lake large fish 
cribs to support and build a better 
habitat for our fish.   

  
3. The Association created and main-

tains a web site, www.llia.org , to 
communicate timely status of 
events and also supply a wealth 
of community information . 

  
Thank you for being a member of our  
Improvement Association and for  
considering membership for yourself and 
others. Meet new friends, come to our  
annual membership meeting in June and 
enjoy a FREE breakfast with your fellow 
members. 
 
Please fill in the  membership form on the 
next page and Join. 
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LAUDERDALE LAKES 
IMPROVEMENT  
ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 
By John Antonicic 

 
As the New Year starts I have begun to 
think about updating our LLIA website 
calendar; Event dates for the Yacht Club, 
Sailing Club, and Aqua Skiers as well as 
dates for LLIA directors meetings and 
LLMD meetings will be added to the cal-
endar.  I will continue to add dates of 
events as they get scheduled. Please visit 
the calendar to find meeting dates, holiday 
activities, or your favorite events. 
 
The new John’s Disposal calendar is avail-
able, and can be found on their web site, 
but I think it is much easier to find if you 
look under the Topics button. You can 
view and print it from there. 
 
This is a new directory year, to get your 
copy it is time to think about renewing 
your LLIA membership. The 2015 mem-
bership form can be found on the web site 
under the MEMBERSHIP button.  
 
If your property needs a LL Sign a new 
order form can be had by clicking the link 
on the Home Page below the picture, or a 
link in TOPICS. 

 
 

This past year additions have been made in 
the Vintage Sign Sale area. 
New catalogs related to Golf, Fishing, 
Boating and Cabin and Hunting, are being 
displayed. There is also a new order form 
with pricing and ordering instructions. 

 
There are many interesting Lauderdale 
Lakes History Articles published by 
Kathryn Ingle Calkins.  The “History but-
ton has an Index referencing History Arti-
cle Topics, and the date of the Shorelines 
publication it can be found in. 
 
Visit our website at: WWW.LLIA.ORG.   I 
can be emailed at:  
 jantonicic@hotmail.com or telephone 630-
964-0393. 
 
 
 

 

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Brian Walsh 

 
I can’t believe another fishing season is 
rapidly coming to an end.  Check out the 
pictures in this edition of Shorelines of 
both young and old anglers showing off 
their catches.  With the end of the ice fish-
ing season, it’s a good opportunity to let 
everyone know what the fish committee is 
planning for 2015.  We have some very 
exciting developments with the fish com-
mittee that will be highlighted in this arti-
cle.  Let’s start with how the fish commit-
tee completes all these projects. 

 
We need your help.  As with most volun-
teer groups, the fish committee is com-
pletely supported by the hard work of our 
volunteers, and the generous monetary 
donations from our lake community.  In 
2015, we need your help more than ever.  
In particular, we need people.  Do your 
kids enjoy the outdoors and fishing?  Do 
your kid’s kids enjoy the outdoors and 
fishing?  Do you enjoy the outdoors and 
fishing?  If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, please email me at lliafish-
committee@hotmail.com to get involved.  
Our next meeting is on March 14, 2015 at 
9:00 am in the LLIA clubhouse by the golf 
course.  Please join us to find out how you 
can help. 
 
We still need your help.  If you can’t vol-
unteer your time, or your children’s time, 
please consider making a donation to the 
fish stocking fund.  We are very proud that 
100% of the money donated to the fish 
stocking is used to purchase the fish we 

stock.  Every penny given to the LLIA fish 
committee for stocking is used for the bet-
terment of Lauderdale Lakes.  So please, 
continue making the donations to the fish 
committee. 
 
I am frequently asked if the fish stocking is 
working.  From the pictures I have seen, 
and the fish my kids catch, I can honestly 
say the stocking is working.  And now we 
actually have scientific data to back this up 
as well.  On the www.llia.org website, I 
have uploaded the fish surveys completed 
for Lauderdale Lakes dating back to 1992.  
You can see the numbers and types of fish 
trending in the right direction.  As we con-
tinue to aggressively manage and stock the 
lake, we are incredibly excited to keep 
Lauderdale Lakes a great fishery for all 
ages. 
 

As you are contemplating the amount of 
money you would like to donate to the fish 
stocking for 2015, allow me to present the 
2015 stocking plan.  In 2015, we anticipate 
stocking over 17,000 large walleye finger-
lings into the Lakes with the help of our 
friends at the WDNR.  In addition to these 
walleyes, we will be stocking a large num-
ber of perch and northern pike in 2015. 
How many fish we stock in addition to the 
walleyes is completely dependent on the 
amount of donations we receive and I will 
have the final tally in 2016. 
 

(Con nued from 6) 
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Have you found any of the fish cribs we 
have built and placed in Lauderdale Lakes 
yet?  This winter we used an underwater 
camera to investigate one set of cribs.  I 
am happy to report that the cribs seem to 
be working.  We saw a bunch of fishing 
lures (ha ha).  In all seriousness, the cribs 
were holding three different types of pan-
fish from what we could see.  It was excit-
ing to see them holding fish in the winter.  
The fish committee will be building more 
cribs this year and… we need your help. 
 
If you would like a few fish cribs by your 
property, and you have at least at least 12’ 
of water depth by your property, please 
email me at lliafishcommit-
tee@hotmail.com to discuss having a few 
custom fish cribs installed.  We always 
need volunteers to help build and launch 
the cribs.  By volunteering with the fish 
crib program, you not only get to help the 
fish habitat, you also get to know where 
we place the cribs.  The second way to 
determine the location of the fish cribs is 
by making a donation to the LLIA and 
noting it is for the fish cribs.  The third, 
and sometimes best way to find out where 
the cribs are located is to buy one of the 
fish committee members a few beers and 
get them talking. 
 
The annual LLIA Kids fishing jamboree 
will be at the Lauderdale Landing on July 
18, 2015.  Please make sure to mark it on 
your calendars now.  This is a great event 
every year and we average right around 
100 young anglers participating in the 
event.  Each child that participates re-
ceives a prize bucket, lunch, dessert, brag-
ging rights, and the opportunity to spend 
the day with family and other anglers.  We 
can always use prize donations for this 
event so if you have would like to help 
with the jamboree, please email me at 
lliafishcommittee@hotmail.com. 
 
I would like to close my article by saying 
thank you.  Thank you to all the volun-
teers, donors, friends, anglers, and family 
who help with the fish committee.  We 
have an aggressive year planned and it 
should be a lot of fun.  Getting the oppor-
tunity to work with all of you for the bet-
terment of Lauderdale Lakes is fun and 
rewarding.  I hope you all get the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the fishing on Lauderdale 

Lakes this year.  And remember, 
if you don’t land the trophy 

catch, can’t figure out the panfish bite, or 
you end up feeding the fish more than 
catching the fish, do what I do and blame 
it on the equipment. 
 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 
 

Sail Paddle Boards – DNR Update 
Nestor Dyhdalo 

 
Last Fall I wrote a Shorelines article on 
the use of PFDs on sail paddle boats. This 
brief article provides some up-to-date in-
formation that we have received from the 
Wisconsin DNR. 
 

The DNR has communicated to us that sail 
paddle boards are considered vessels and 
as such, the operators are required to have 
an appropriate PFD on board at all times 
and in all areas of our lakes. The wearing 
part is optional but recommended.  There 
are no age restrictions since these craft are 
not motorized. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity 
to introduce our new Lake District Water 
Patrol Commissioner Ms. Debbie Ferrari.  
Debbie has been on our lakes for many 
years and has served various lake organi-
zations.  She joined the Lake District 
Board in January to complete my term as I 
am retiring after 18 years of service. She 
will also be assuming my responsibilities 
as Treasurer.  Thank you and best wishes, 
Debbie. 
 

Boating safety courses 2015 
Ken Blanke 

 
Two Wisconsin DNR-sanctioned boating 
safety courses will be offered this spring 
and summer by the Lauderdale Lakes Wa-
ter Patrol.  The two-day class dates and 
locations are as follows: 
 
June 13-14 LaGrange Town Hall – max 
class size 25  

 
July 11-12 LaGrange Town Hall – max 
class size 25  
 
The LaGrange Town Hall is at N7899 
County Road H, Whitewater, WI 
(intersection of H and Territorial Road). 
 

NEW CHANGES IN 2015 TO  
REGISTER FOR BOATING SAFETY 

CLASSES 
 
Online registration on the Wisconsin 
DNR website is available AFTER 
APRIL 1ST 2015 at http://dnr.wi.gov.  
Click on Education, then Safety Classes 
on the drop down menus.  Then select 
Search For and Enroll in Upcoming 
Classes from the options on the left side 
and select “BOAT” for type of class and 
“WALWORTH” for county, then select 
1 of the 2 classes offered by Lauderdale 
Lakes Water Patrol. If you have any 
questions, the Instructor Officer Adam 
Freund’s phone number and e-mail ad-
dress will be listed. 
 
Each student must have a DNR Cus-
tomer ID to register online. To obtain 
this ID call 888-936-7463, 7 days a week, 
7 am – 10 pm. Also bring this number 
with you the day of class as part of the 
final registration process. There is a $10 
course registration fee that will be collect-
ed during registration on the first day of 
the class. 
 
The courses are open to adults and to chil-
dren, 10 years and older. A parent must 
accompany their child to course registra-
tion which will take place between 8:30 – 
9:00 am on the first day. The formal class 
will start at 9:00 am. The classes will run 
until 4:00 pm on the first day (Saturday) 
and until approximately 1:00 pm on the 
second day (Sunday).  Although compli-
mentary water and soda will be provided, 
students need to bring a sack lunch. When 
attending the class, wear comfortable 
clothing and bring paper and pencils. 
There will be a written test at the end of 
the course. 
 
Successful completion of a DNR boating 
safety class is required for anyone between 
the ages of 12 and 15 who wishes to oper-
ate a personal watercraft (PWC includes 
jet-skis, wave-runners etc.),  

(Con nued from page 9) 
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or wishes to operate a conventional pow-
erboat without an adult onboard.  Addi-
tionally, there is a NEW LAW which 
states that anyone born on or after January 
1, 1989 (and at least 16 years of age) must 
have a boating safety certificate in order 
to operate a powerboat Wisconsin’s wa-
terways. So if you will be 26 this year (or 
are younger), you need a boating certifi-
cate to operate a PWC or a boat (without 
parental supervision). 
 

Water Safety Patrol 2015 
By Debbie Ferrari 

 
The LaGrange Town Board and the 
Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management Dis-
trict will continue the successful single 
Water Safety Patrol operations for both 
Pleasant and Lauderdale Lakes for the 
2015 Boating Season.  Two patrol boats 
will be located on Lauderdale and one 
patrol boat on Pleasant Lake.  Patrols 
begin in May and end in the fall, and gen-
erally the water patrols will operate seven 
days per week.   
 
The Water Safety Patrol daily operations 
will continue to be managed by Chief Ken 
Blanke.   In addition to Chief Blanke, the 
water patrol currently has a roster of 15 
experienced officers.  
 
Annually, all officers are required to com-
plete 24 hours of formal training required 
by Wisconsin Dept. of Justice to main-
tain officer certification by the State.  This 
program is required to assure each officer 
is knowledgeable of the latest in law en-
forcement regulations and ordinances.  
Officers also take the DNR Educational 
program every other year. At these ses-
sions, the DNR reviews the latest in State 
boating ordinances, share best practices 
and provides detailed reports on patrol 
operations.   
 
The Lake District Safety Committee has 
the responsibility for the overall Water 
Patrol operations. This Committee is 
chaired by Debbie Ferrari, LLLMD Com-
missioner, with Town of LaGrange Chair-
man Frank Taylor, Town Supervisor 
Mark Bromley, and Lake Property owners 
Ken Roehl, Dr. Jim Seegers, Jeff Angst 
and Marcia Sahag as members.    
 
Funding for the Water Safety Patrol is 
provided by both the Town of LaGrange 

and the Lake District. Both receive reim-
bursement from the DNR for their portion 
of the Water Safety Patrol operating cost, 
subject to DNR funding constraints.  
 
Boating ordinances come from Wisconsin 
DNR and the Town of LaGrange.  You 
may reference the ordinances on line at 
their respective websites at 
www.dnr.wi.gov and 
www.lagrangetalkofthetown.com. 
  
The non-emergency contact number for 
Ken Blanke, Chief of the Water Patrol, is 
262-882-2030. The non-emergency num-
ber to the Water Patrol office is 262-742-
4300. If no one is in the office, the call 
will automatically be routed to the patrol 
boat or to Chief Ken Blanke. 

 
 CALL 911 FOR  

ALL EMERGENCIES! 
 

KETTLE MORAINE LAND 
TRUST 

By Jerry Petersen  
& Herb Sharpless 

 
The Trust was founded at Lauderdale 
Lakes and Lauderdale continues to be a 
special place for the team.  The following 
tasks are current examples of our local 
efforts: 
1. Maintain and improve Island Woods Pre-

serve 

2. Manage the Conservation Easement on 
Lauderdale Lakes Country Club donated 
by the Lake District 

3. Educate local youth 

4. Eradicate Purple Loosestrife 

5. Seek local property owners willing to per-
manently protect their nature land 

6. Effectively use the full resource of our 
Program Manager by growing the Trust’s 
volunteer base 

Current efforts in each of these areas are 
discussed below: 
 
Island Woods Preserve 
 
Island Woods is Lauderdale’s environ-
mental gem.  The Trust works hard each 
year to remove invasive plants (e.g. Garlic 
Mustard), to improve the trail from Oak 
Park Road to West Shore Drive, to edu-

cate youth by working together in nature 
preserves, and to host public walks for 
both education and enjoyment.  The pub-
lic preserve Overlook on Oak Park Road 
has been used for years to honor donors 
via engraved bricks.  Since space for more 
engraved bricks is very limited, a new 
brick area at the start of the trail on Oak 
Park Road will be constructed this year.  
As shown in the rough sketch , we plan a 
level area near the road and paved steps 

up the steep start of the “Three Kettle 
Ridge Trail”past the current “Boot Brush 
Station”.  We also plan a sign near the 
road to make the trail easier to locate.  
This is your Preserve, and Trail.  Hence, 
we strongly encourage the Lauderdale 
community to enjoy it.  Parking is availa-
ble just east of the trail head. 
 
Country Club Conservation Easement 
 
Conservation Easements are permanent 
legally recorded additions to real estate 
deeds.  They are normally donated by land 
owners to conservation organizations 
chartered to hold them.  The holding or-
ganization must pledge to make annual 
inspections and enforce the mutually 
agreed upon terms of the Easement in 
perpetuity.  This tool is widely used by 
Land Trusts nationwide.  If the donor is a 
tax paying party, the appraised value of 
the Easement normally affords them an 
income tax deduction, and real estate tax 
reduction.  Land Trusts have significant 
costs to manage their Easement responsi-
bilities, and must raise funds to establish 
reserves to be sure they can meet all their 
obligations which go on forever. 
The Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management 
District approached the Land Trust in 
2003 and asked that it accept the donation 
of a Conservation Easement on the 
Lauderdale Lakes Country Club which 
they had recently acquired.   

(Con nued from page 10) 
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The parties agreed to work together to de-
velop a long term conservation plan for the 
property, and the Trust and the District 
developed the protection language for an 
Easement which was recorded on the Dis-
trict’s deed in 2003.  Since then the parties 
have been working together on improve-
ments of the flora, especially near Don 
Jean Bay.  The Trust strongly encouraged 
construction of the new board walk from 

Highway 12/67 to the lake shore which is 
regularly used by the ski team, fishermen, 
and the general public.  The picture to the 
right shows the west end of the boardwalk, 
and the healthy tall flora on each side.  The 
Trust is very pleased with the environmen-
tal improvements in this wetland area. 
 
Educate Local Youth 
 
In the era of smart phones, texting, and 
face book, youth today doesn’t get close to 
nature unless their parents, teachers or 
friends encourage the exposure.  The Trust 
feels this exposure is important for the 
long term health of our country’s environ-
ment.  Accordingly, we participate in the 
Lauderdale Fish Jamboree, bring high 
school youth and their teachers to our Pre-
serves every year, and participate in grade 
school education events in the community. 
The photo shows Trust Board Member Sue 

Heffron explaining the importance of con-
trolling watershed pollution to a group of 
fourth graders in a session at the fair-

grounds in Elkhorn.  Fortunately, 
Lauderdale has a small water-

shed so watershed runoff is not a big issue 
here, but it certainly is a critical issue at 
Delavan Lake and other lakes nearby. Over 
100 students participated in this all day 
event.  They were split into small groups 
that rotated among six stations over the 
day.  Sue and Jerry Petersen hosted two of 
the six stations. 
 
Better Control Purple Loosestrife 
 
Purple Loosestrife is a very pesky invasive 
wetlands plant.  Once a plant is estab-
lished, it can spread rapidly and crowd out 
all the native plants nearby.  Herb Sharp-
less, Trust Stewardship Committee Chair-
man, in partnership with the LLIA, is lead-
ing an effort at Lauderdale to eradicate it.  
Several newly discovered invasive areas 
were treated last year.  This included areas 
along the north shore of Sterlingworth 
Bay, in Middle Lake at Flag Island, and on 
the floating bog in the Bubbling Springs 
area near Ridge Road.  Areas were also 
treated along the whole shore line of Don 
Jean Bay including the central mud flats.  
Since many of these locations held mature 
plants, a seedbed has been established and 
the application of herbicide needs to be 
continued until the seedbeds are exhausted.  
The Trust’s 2015 DNR Permit application 
will cover these areas and be broad enough 

to allow us to address other areas of Purple 
Loosestrife discovered at Lauderdale. 
 
One challenge with Purple Loosestrife in 
wetland areas is that it frequently can’t be 
reached from either the water or land side.  
We are planning to try a novel approach 
being promoted by the Wisconsin DNR 
and others to get around this.  It involves 
the release of Cella beetles that specifically 
feed upon the Purple Loosestrife plants and 
hibernate to continue their control for 
many years. (see http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/
cbcw/publications/wt-829.pdf)   (These are 
tiny beetles that only live on Purple Loose-
strife and don’t bother people like Japanese 
beetles do.)  The DNR released beetles 
near Lulu Lake several years ago and the 
bio-control is working there.   
 

(Con nued from page 11) 
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Become	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	Member	
 

Join	us	in	becoming	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	member	with	your	tax‐deductible	
membership.		In	addition	to	supporting	KMLT	work,	members	receive	newsletters	and	
notices	of	special	events.			
	
� Yes,	I	would	like	to	become	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	member!	

 
Name	_______________________________________________________________________	

 
Address	____________________________________________________________________	

 
City	__________________________________________	State	________________________	

 
Zip	_________________	Phone	________________________________________________	

 
Email	_______________________________________________________________________	

	
Please	mail	this	completed	form		
with	your	check	to:	
	
Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	
P.	O.	Box	176	
Elkhorn,	WI	53121	
	
KMLT	is	a	501(c)(3)		
not‐for‐pro it	organization.	

Membership levels: 
 

Member                     $35 ‐ $99                ______ 
Conserva onist       $100 ‐ $ 249            ______ 
Naturalist                  $250 ‐ $499             ______ 
Visionary                  $500 ‐ $999             ______                                
Legend Builder      $1000 and up            ______     
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(Continued from page 12) 

In 2015 we will be working with both the 
DNR and an intern from UW-Whitewater 
to target the four areas shown on the 
Lauderdale map above. 
 
Permanently Protecting Land 

This year the Trust plans to contact several 
property owners in the Lauderdale water-
shed whose land includes high quality na-
ture areas to see if any are willing to do-
nate a Conservation Easement covering 
their nature areas (see above discussion of 
Conservation Easements) to permanently 
protect these areas from development.  If 
you are aware of any such candidate nature 
lands, please contact Jerry Petersen jer-
ry@kmlandtrust.org , Herb Sharpless 
chsharpless@ameritech.net , or Maggie 
Zoellner maggie@kmlandtrust.org . 
 
Growing Volunteer Teams 
 
The Trust has a growing challenge to build 
its team of volunteers to cover all the out-
reach and stewardship opportunities that 
come before it.  If you, or a friend, loves 
nature and are willing to donate a few 
hours a month to protect it, we would love 
to hear from you.  Our Outreach Commit-
tee, chaired by Sue Heffron shef-
fron@wi.rr.com , and our Stewardship 
Committee, chaired by Herb Sharpless 
chsharpless@ameritech.net are actively 
seeking more volunteers to fulfill their 
missions.  It is fun and rewarding to work 
with others, especially youth, dedicated to 
preserving our environment. 
 

DA PLANE 
By Peter Van Kampen 

 

Da Plane   as called from the bell tower on 
Fantasy Island by the little man, Tattoo. 
 
This time it’s a photo by Donovan on 
Lauderdale Lakes. We don’t often see 
planes land on Lauderdale, that’s because 
it’s illegal to do so.  
 

As you can see in the photo the guys get-
ting a ticket. I understand that he said 
something about low fuel or a faulty 
gauge. I don’t’ think the officers believed 
him because he got the ticket. Some said 
he had landed on Green Lake at the west 
end earlier in the day but I’m not sure 
about that. 
 
I think it would be cool to land on water in 
a plane, I’ve never done it but Jimmy Buf-
fet says in his song “Jamaica Mistaka” that 
it’s one of his favorite things.  
 
We were living in Jamaica at the time Jim-
my landed off Negril Beach at the west end 
of Jamaica and the Police thought he was a 
drug trafficker and began shooting at him 
as he was landing. Jimmy might have had 
some weed on board but hardly necessary 
since he was going to Jamaica. No one 
was hurt. It made a great story for one of 
his songs.  
 
If I were a song writer on Lauderdale I 
might write: 
 

“It’s a plane it’s a plane and it landed 
right here 

At least I think it’s a plane or maybe just 
too many beers 

The boats have been getting bigger and 
faster , no lie 

One could believe at the price of one it 
should be able to fly 

But it was truly a plane, the photo made 
me a believer 

Just be happy he wasn’t pulling a tube or 
a skier.” 

 
THE WATER QUALITY 

 UPDATE 
By Dave DeAngelis 

 
One of the things we monitor every year 
are “Ice-On” dates for our three lakes. The 
Ice-On date is defined as complete ice cov-
er from one side of the lake to the other 
over the deepest spot on the lake.  The Ice-
On date for Both Mill Lake and Middle 
Lake was 11/20/14. This past November 
was cold enough to fully freeze both lakes. 

Our historical data shows that Mill 
and Middle Lakes typically freeze 
over within a week of each other, 
so 2014-2015 is very consistent 
with past years. 
The Green Lake Ice-On date was 
1/3/15. The deep areas of Green 
Lake are much larger than those in 

Mill and Middle Lakes. This, combined 
with unseasonably mild December temper-
atures, kept Green Lake open longer this 
year. Historically, the difference in Ice-On 
dates for Green Lake vs. Mill and Middle 
Lakes is 14 to 28 days. This year it was 44 
days. 
 
Several months ago, a long time lake resi-
dent asked me about water testing during 
the winter months. Other than monitoring 
Ice-On and Ice-Off dates, we have never 
collected water clarity, dissolved oxygen 
and temperature data during the cold 
weather months. Being a “card carrying 
nerd”, this did peak my interest. I decided 
to wait for a decent day in January to hike 
out to the deepest spot on Middle Lake and 
drill some holes. I did this on January 19th 
and found some interesting information. 
1. The water temperature profile with ice cover 

is the opposite of what we see in spring, sum-
mer and fall. Usually the water temperature 
gets colder as you get deeper. When the lake 
is covered with ice, the water temperature 
gets WARMER as you get closer to the bot-
tom. 

2. There is only an 8oF difference in water tem-
perature at the surface compared to the lake 
bottom. Just below the ice, the temperature 
was 33.3oF and at the lake bottom it was 
41.0oF.  

3. Over the entire year, the water temperature at 
the bottom of the lake doesn’t change very 
much. The January to May water tempera-
tures at 50 feet depth are nearly identical 
(41oF). During the warm weeks of summer, 
the water temperature at 50 feet depth only 
goes up to 47oF.   

4. The dissolved oxygen levels are nearly uni-
form from just below the ice surface down to 
40 feet in depth. I was a little surprised by 
this as there is no surface air, wind or rain 
during Ice-On months to add oxygen to the 
lake water. Clearly, our springs supply 
enough fresh water to sustain high oxygen 
levels (and keep the fish happy). 

5. The dissolved oxygen levels are much 
higher during Ice-On months compared to 
summer months. Colder water absorbs 
higher levels of oxygen, so this is expected. 
I was surprised that the dissolved oxygen 
levels were that much higher - 25% - 30% 
higher compared to summer. 

 
Below is a table that compares dissolved 
oxygen in parts per million (ppm) and wa-
ter temperature in degrees Fahrenheit for 
Middle Lake at 5 foot intervals from the 
surface to the lake bottom over the past 
year.  

(Con nued on page 14) 13 
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I included four sets of data - May 2014, 
July 2014, September 2014 and January 
2015. The data in bolded red shows where 
the water oxygen levels are below 5.0 
ppm. Fish cannot survive in water with 
oxygen levels below 5.0 ppm, so feel free 
to forward this data to the fishing expert in 
your family.  
 

 

 
LAUDERDALE LAKES 

YACHT CLUB  
 By Commodore  
Jean Henderson  

While we're on a break now, things have been 
going on behind the scenes and we're cooking 
up fun on the lake for our summer season 2015! 
You won't want to miss out!  

 

 
After our general meeting last October, we 
made preliminary plans for 6 fun events, in-
cluding the always popular "Taste of the Lake" 
in July. We will be meeting and doing further 
planning, with coordinators and helpers setting 
up themes, menus, activities, etc - but you'll 
hear more about that later. Last year's season 
was great- we had a lot of fun and fellowship 
and we welcome anyone loving our lakes 
(whether property owner or not, boat owner or 
not) to join us. 
 
Membership info and sign up will be coming to 
you in May, along with info on our first event- 
Cocktails with the Commodore Sat. May 30th. 
Watch for our annual large newsletter and get 
these events on your calendar, when they are 
announced.  
 
If you're a member, welcome back!! If you're 
not, well why not?? Can't we all use a bit more 
fun and fellowship as fellow lake lovers??  
 
Please contact me with any questions re our 
large group, it's activities or any further info 
you may need. I 'd love to share this wonderful 
group and it's activities with you!! Jean Hen-
derson  Commodore, Lauderdale Lake Yacht 
Club 2013-2015  262-723-
5414  jeanjohnh@gmail.com 

(Con nued from page 13) 
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Dissolved Oxygen (D.O.) in ppm and Temperature (oF) Profile for Middle Lake 

Water May 2014 July 2014 September 2014 January 2015 

Depth D.O. Temp. D.O. Temp. D.O. Temp. D.O. Temp. 

1 foot 9.98 56.20 8.51 75.2 8.08 78.4 12.20 33.3 

5 feet 10.00 55.50 8.44 75.9 8.10 78.0 12.89 38.4 

10 feet 10.07 54.80 8.41 76.0 8.12 77.8 12.04 39.0 

15 feet 10.12 54.30 8.30 75.9 7.79 76.9 13.07 39.6 

20 feet 10.10 53.80 6.38 70.8 6.18 75.7 12.41 39.7 

25 feet 10.08 53.30 6.15 60.5 0.33 66.0 11.92 39.8 

30 feet 9.64 50.50 6.14 54.9 0.23 58.5 11.40 39.9 

35 feet 8.44 45.80 5.44 51.0 0.21 54.6 11.02 40.0 

40 feet 7.61 42.60 4.60 46.8 0.19 51.4 9.06 40.4 

45 feet 6.11 41.60 0.69 44.8 0.19 48.9 4.03 40.7 

50 feet 0.36 41.80 0.27 44.7 0.19 47.4 0.19 41.0 


