
 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   
LLIA PRESIDENT 

 
Dear Lauderdale Lakes 
Improvement Association Member, 
I hope that everyone has enjoyed 
the terrific weather this summer. As 
we make our way through the “dog 
days of summer”, I can’t help but 
remember the extreme heat we 
experienced during the summer of 
2012. The ancient Romans referred 
to the months of July and August as 
the “dog days” because of the star 
Sirius – the brightest star in the 
constellation Canis Major (Large 
Dog). Back in those days, the star 
Sirius rose just before sunrise 
during the summer months causing 
the Romans to think that the star 
was the cause of the ensuing hot 
weather.  As far as I’m concerned, 
aside from a few cooler-than-
average weekends, this past 
summer has been a treat.  
 
We’ve got a terrific Shorelines for 
you! Brian has a great article on 
page 2 with the highlights of our 
best fish jamboree to date. While 
participation was down slightly, the 
activities were top notch. Those that 
attended really had a great time.  
 
 
 

We are fortunate to have Doug 
Welch of the WDNR helping Brian 
with several of our fish stocking 
initiatives. Please check out Doug’s 
article on page 3. 
 
Don’t miss the hors d’oeuvres and 
and beverages on August 23rd at the 
Lake Beulah Yacht Club. Details 
are in Jerry’s KMLT update on 
page 4. We hope to see you there. 
 
Please check out Don Henderson’s 
article on page 5. Don covers some 
“hot topics” including a pending 
pier variance that will likely shock 
many of you. Don also talks about 
oak wilt, protecting our oak trees 
and how to get information 
regarding oak tree maintenance that 
is critical to the environmental 
health and appearance of our lake 
community. 
 
I know that many of you will read 
Nestor’s article on page 7. Nestor 
brings a number of lake safety 
reminders to light and gives some 
updates on citations, OWI’s and the 
“myth on our lakes”. This is must-
read material! 
 
Peter has a very interesting Sailing 
Club Update and a terrific article 
that talks about LLLMD services 
and initiatives. 
 

There are many more interesting 
articles within these pages. I hope 
that you enjoy them and join me in 
thanking the authors for their work. 
We are very fortunate to have the 
talent, passion, and work ethic of 
the people that make this lake tick. 
 
Please also remember that if you 
have a project around the house or 
shoreline, tryout those advertisers 
that have supported our Directory 
 
Enjoy the rest of the season and I 
will see you on the lake!! 
 
Sincerely 
 

Dave DeAngelis 
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FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Brian Walsh 

 
Another successful LLIA Kid’s Fishing 
Jamboree has come and gone.  This year 
we had some new wrinkles during the 
event that added to the old wrinkles.  The 
weather was great, the fishing outstand-
ing and no one got hooked on accident so 
I say it was a success.  We had 62 chil-
dren attend this year, which was down 
from last year but the smaller turn out did 
not hamper the fishing.  All of the kids 

who attend the event this year 
received a prize bucket full of 

fishing goodies.  In case you missed the jamboree, here’s what else we did. 
 
We had the WDNR complete two fyke 
net demonstrations.  Douglas Welch, 
the Senior Fisheries Biologist from the 
WDNR, along with the Mike Katzen-
berg and Jake Link, two of the 
WDNR’s wardens demonstrated one of 
the methods used by the WDNR to 
survey fish populations.  These gentle-
men set up their equipment on Friday 
and returned on Saturday for the 
demonstrations, which yielded a varie-
ty of species.   

(Con nued on page 3) 
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The LLIA NEW BOARD 
By Bud Vance 

 
At the April 27th Directors meeting the new LLIA Board was nominated and elected for a two year term. 
 

President Dave DeAngelis has been a lake resident for 15  
years. He is a Business Consultant. He joined the  
Association because he loves Lauderdale Lakes. 
 
 Vice-President Debbie Ferrari has been a lake resident 
for 15 years. She is a CPA and a former HR Profession-
al. She joined the Association because she always has 
had an interest in volunteering and community service. 
 
 

 
Treasurer Herb Sharpless has been on the lake 
since 1985. His father was involved with the building of the 
Lauderdale Dam. He is a retired executive for Lucent Technologies.  
He joined the Association because he wanted to continue his families heritage in preserving 
the lake.  
 
 
 
Board Member Ron Mueller is the former President 
and has been on the lake for 19 years. He is a busi-
ness owner. He joined the Association to help pre-
serve our wonderful lake. 
 
 
 
 

 
Board Member  Don Henderson is a former  
President who has enjoyed Lauderdale Lakes 
for over 75 years.  His grandfather, Andy Oleson,  built a cottage on Country Club Drive 
in 1937, and the cottage is still in the family now owned by Don and his brother John 
Henderson. Don worked for over 35 years as an engineer and manager with Deere & 
Company.  He  chose to become active in LLIA to support the LLIA efforts to improve 
and preserve our Lakes for future generations to enjoy.   



 

 

 
There was a fishing contest this year with 
two age groups.  We had thirty kids partic-

ipate in the catch and release tournament 
and there were some large fish caught for 
sure.  I had to verify a lot of the catches 
because I didn’t believe that there were 
that many big bass in the lakes.  After 
viewing the pictures, I have to say the 
young anglers of Lauderdale are well on 
their way to being expert anglers.  I once 
again need to blame my fishing equipment 
for my failure to catch the big ones. 
 
Lauderdale Lakes safety office, Adam 
Freund,  showed off one of the lake’s  
police boats and let the kids play with all 
the bells and whistles.  A big thank you 
goes out to Adam for showing the kids 
around the boat and keeping the lakes safe. 
 
We had the Walworth County Police De-
partments drug dog and partner show up 
for a demonstration.  I do not have either 
of their names at the time of this article 
and I apologize for this.  I will have it for 
the next shorelines.  These two officers 
had the kids mesmerized for well over 
thirty minutes showing off how they work 
as a team to find contraband.  The demon-
stration was truly incredible.  
 
During the event this year, we had the 
Kettle Moraine Land Trust, our co-
sponsor, displaying all kinds of hands on 
stuff for the kids to play with.  Every year 
Betsy and Ken Ingle, as well as the other 
volunteers from the KMLT, find new and 
exciting ways to expose the kids to the 
natural wonders of the lake area. 
 
We had an ice fishing shelter on display 
provided by Rick Dessent from fish-
withdeetz.com.  It was neat to see the re-
sponse from kids, and parent alike, to 

some of the amenities we now use for ice 
fishing.  I hope that by seeing this display, 
we can get some young and old anglers 
out on the ice this winter to give ice fish-

ing a try.  Deetz also donated the main 
raffle prize this year of a guided fishing 
excursion, which helped raise money 
for the fish-stocking program. 
 
The Lakeland Animal Shelter was at the 
event all day as well.  The animal shel-
ter truly provides a great service for the 
area’s abandoned or unwanted pets.  
This organization needs our support and 
they are a worthwhile cause.  I am 
please that we will be able to make a 
donation in the kids fishing jamboree 
name to the shelter this year. 

 
The event wrapped up with a delicious 
lunch provided by the Lauderdale Landing 
as usual.  We can not thank the Landing’s 
enough for providing all the lunch for the 
event and the use of their property as a 
host site.  I know I’m sounding like a bro-
ken record, but the Lake community is 
truly lucky to have a family like the Hea-
ly’s operating this establishment.  
 
A huge thank you to all our sponsors.  
Please make sure to visit our sponsors and 
support them.  If you have the chance, 
thank them for their support of the Jambo-
ree.  This years sponsors are: 
 
 The Lauderdale Landing 
 FishwithDeetz.com – Rick “Deetz” 

Dessent 
 Roboworm.com  – Mark Taylor 
 Lee’s Bait and Tackle – leesglobaltack-

le.com – Johnny Lee 
 Sherwin Williams in Des Plaines – 

Arden Kurtjian, Jim Boisvert, Elvin 
Perez 

 Home Run Inn Pizza – Marilyn and 
John Carlson 

 Appealingsigns.com – Rich and Nila 
Siok 

 Uncle Josh Bait Company – Un-
clejosh.com  

 Chili’s in Streamwood 
 Cristaux International – cristauc.com – 

Rob Szafarowicz 
 
If you were at the event this year, and took 
pictures, please email them to me at 
bwalsh@emt.com or to the LLIA website.   
 

Last but not least, I want to thank all of 
volunteers who showed up to help with 
this year’s event.  This event is for the kids 
and without your help, the jamboree 
would not be as successful as it is.  So all I 
can say is thank you, thank you, thank 
you. 

 
REPORT FROM THE WDNR 

By Douglas E. Welch  
Senior Fisheries Biologist  
Wisconsin Department of  

Natural Resources  
Sturtevant Service Center  

  
I 

enjoyed reading the latest Shorelines (May 
2013).  I thought the fish committee report 
on fish cribs and cooperation between the 
Lauderdale Lake folks, the Pleasant Lake 
folks, and the WDNR was good.  Some 
details you may want to include in the next 
Shorelines (sorry I did not get this to you 
in time for the May issue):  Doug Welch 
(DNR Fisheries Biologist for Walworth, 
Racine, and Kenosha Counties) planned 
and coordinated the cutting and transport 
of 3.4 cords of red pine worth $289.00 
from the Kettle Moraine State Forest to 
Lauderdale and Pleasant Lakes for the 
building of fish cribs. On April 10 Doug, 
Rick Dauffenbach, Josh Krall, and An-
drew Notbohm of the WDNR cut 180 logs 
to length.  On April 21, ten eager Lauder-
dale and Pleasant lake volunteers helped 
Doug and Rick move all 180 – 6 foot logs 
from the Forest to both lakes.  These free 
logs, and the tremendous cooperation be-
tween the WDNR and both lake 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Con nued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2013 

 
DATE  EVENT 

8‐23 KMLT Social at lake Beulah 
8‐31 LLLMD Annual Mee ng 
10‐26  LLIA Directors Mee ng 
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The Belzers & Walshes check 
out the WDNR fyke net demo 



 

 

groups were invaluable in boosting the 
number of fish cribs, and fish habitat, for 
the lakes. 
  
We have concluded the spring portion of 
our fish survey.  Between April 9 and 25 
we sampled up to 14 fyke nets at 21 differ-
ent locations. We sampled the lake by elec-
trofishing  the shoreline between April 29 
and May 7.  I plan to do additional  
sampling this fall.      
  

KETTLE MORAINE LAND 
TRUST 

BY 
 Jerry Petersen and  

 
 

The Trust invites 
all of its friends 
to enjoy a cool 
beverage and 
hors d’oeuvres 
on the lawn of 
the Lake Beulah 
Yacht Club on 

Friday, August 23rd from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.  
Drop by on your way to a fish fry, and en-
joy conversations with friends on the shore 
of beautiful Lake Beulah.  These folks 
have been our Lauderdale Sailing Club’s 
friendly sailing challengers for the Galva-
nized Bucket trophy for many years.  We 
will be briefing attendees on new land 
Trust projects, and sharing information on 
current activities.  The Yacht Club can be 
easily reached from County J via East 
Shore Road which heads south along the 
golf course just east of the Lake Beulah 
outlet along County J.  Keep bearing right 
and you’ll see our tent on the grounds of 
the Yacht Club at the east end of the lake. 
 
This summer the Trust has been busy 
maintaining Island Woods here at Lauder-
dale, and working with our Lake District to 
update our Conservation Easement on the 
Lauderdale Lakes Country Club.  This 
Easement is a deed restriction partnership 
agreement we hold to assure that this beau-
tiful open space remains open space  
forever. 
 
Our newest preserve, Beulah Bluff over-
looking Lake Beulah, is being cleared of 
all structures this fall so that it can be fully 

open to the public next year.  We 
will be hosting a tour of the 

 property on Saturday, August 31st at 10 
AM.  The picture below, shows the great 
lake view available from this bluff proper-
ty.  In fact, we plan to build a viewing  

platform to capitalize on this view once the 
site is cleared.  The site has been lovingly 
cared for by the Tarman-Ramcheck family 
for many years, so it will offer a wonderful 
natural habitat to visit.  The Preserve can 
be reached off County J toward the west 
end of Lake Beulah by going south on 
Stringers Bridge Road, then east on Beulah 
Heights Road, and then north on Bakavi 
Way.  Park on the side of Bakavi and a 
Land Trust guide will direct you onto the 
property which will be on your right.  

We plan two other walks this fall.  Watch 
our website kmlandtrust.org for details. 
 
We are pleased to report that our Phase 
One watershed effort at Delavan, in part-
nership with their Sanitary District, has 
been very successful.  Its goal was to re-
duce the pollutant (especially phosphorous) 
load entering Delavan Lake.  According to 
the scientists at the National Resource 
Conservation Services, the first nine farm-
land projects now complete should reduce 
the algae blooms on Delavan by 220,000 
pounds each year!  Fortunately, Lauderdale 
is blessed with a much smaller watershed 
and is not impacted that much by farm land 
runoff.  However, lakes that are impacted 
need to give high priority to watershed 
runoff management. 
 
When you attend our Beach Party on Au-
gust 23rd, you will see the mockup of the 
mobile plaque we are building to honor our 
Legend Builders who donate $1,000 or 
more annually.  We were honored to have 
15 Legend Builders in 2012.  Their names 
will be engraved on a triangular plaque 
(our version of the Stanley Cup) which will 
be displayed at all our events star ng in 
2014.  Please consider becoming a Legend 
Builder for 2013. 

 

(Con nued from page 3) 
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Become	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	Member	
 

Join	us	in	becoming	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	member	with	your	tax‐deductible	
membership.		In	addition	to	supporting	KMLT	work,	members	receive	newsletters	and	
notices	of	special	events.			
	
� Yes,	I	would	like	to	become	a	Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	member!	

 
Name	_______________________________________________________________________	

 
Address	____________________________________________________________________	

 
City	__________________________________________	State	________________________	

 
Zip	_________________	Phone	________________________________________________	

 
Email	_______________________________________________________________________	

	
Please	mail	this	completed	form		
with	your	check	to:	
	
Kettle	Moraine	Land	Trust	
P.	O.	Box	176	
Elkhorn,	WI	53121	
	
KMLT	is	a	501(c)(3)		
not‐for‐pro it	organization.	

Membership levels: 
 

Member                     $35 ‐ $99                ______ 
Conserva onist       $100 ‐ $ 249            ______ 
Naturalist                  $250 ‐ $499             ______ 
Visionary                  $500 ‐ $999             ______                                
Legend Builder      $1000 and up            ______     
 



 

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 
TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

Pier Permit Application in  
Environmentally Sensitive  Area 3  

 Update 
 

The May, 2013 Shorelines reported a 
property owner in the west end of Middle 
Lake had filed a pier permit application 
with the DNR to locate and build a pier in 
the Sensitive area 3.  A public hearing was 
held at the Town of La Grange Hall by the 
WI DNR on May 14, 2013.  The home-
owner requested the DNR approve their 
application to construct a 140’ long by 5’ 
wide pier to allow them to reach a water 
depth of 3.0 feet.  At the end of the pier 
the applicant request two boat lifts.    Al-
most all of this proposed pier location is 
within the very shallow water that serves 
as fish and wildlife habitat.  There are also 
several springs in this area that supply 
water to maintain our lakes. This proposed 
pier would end in the narrow channel that 
current home owners use to traverse from 
the west end of Middle Lake to the East.  
The LLIA, LLLMD, and the KMLT all 
testified at the DNR public hearing that 
this pier should be denied.  It exceeds the 
Town of LaGrange ordinance for piers on 
Lauderdale Lakes, and it is proposed in an 
area of the Lake that a Town of LaGrange 
ordinance prohibits piers from being con-
structed.  It is proposed to be built in the 
most sensitive area of Lauderdale Lakes as 
defined by the WI DNR in years past.  
The DNR staff reviewed the input for 60 
days after the Public Hearing and issued a 
letter accepting the pier with several limi-
tations on July 13, 2013.   
The LLLMD filed a formal legal docu-
ment with the DNR in early August to 
have this DNR pier permit re-viewed and 
denied.  The LLIA is cooperating with the 
LLLMD is this effort and supporting data 
has been provided by the LLIA for use in 
this request for review and denial.   
 

Protect your oak trees 
 

Lauderdale Lakes properties have many 
large oak trees that beautify the area, pro-
vide shade for our homes, and add value to 
our properties.  Most of us have observed 
some grand oak trees that have died in the 
past few years from OAK WILT.  Are you 

aware that trimming or cutting branches 
on your oak trees between April 1 and 
October 31 each year could cause your 
oak trees to be infected with OAK 
WILT  and likely cause your trees to die 
too.  
 
The cause of oak wilt  … Oak wilt is 
caused by a fungus, Ceratocystis fagacea-
rum. The fungus invades areas inside the 
tree where water moves. Later, balloon-
like bumps called tyloses are formed and 
they plug up the water's path through the 
tree. As water movement inside the tree is 
slowed, the leaves wilt and drop off the 
tree.  Once infected, the tree can die within 
a few weeks.   
Oaks in the red oak group (black, northern 
red, northern pin and others with pointed 
leaf edges) get this disease most easily. 
Oaks in the white oak group (white, 
swamp white, burr and others with round-
ed leaf edges) are less susceptible. 
 
Oak wilt spreads above ground by sap-
feeding beetles. 

 
 In the spring and summer, fungal mats 
(small masses of Ceratocystis fagacea-
rum) develop under the bark of some trees 
that have died from oak wilt the year be-
fore. These mats force the bark to crack 
open. The fungus produces a sweet odor 
that attracts sap-feeding beetles to the 
mats. The beetles then fly to healthier oaks 
to feed on sap flowing from fresh wounds, 
carrying the fungus on them and thus in-
fecting healthy trees.  
Oak wilt also spreads when firewood or 
logs from infected trees with fungal mats 
are moved. Fungal mats hide easily in 
firewood and often go unnoticed. 
 
Oak wilt is also transferred from one in-
fected tree to another through the inter-
twining of the root system in the soil.  
Special treatment by specialized arborists 

will be needed to save adjacent trees if one 
of your oak trees becomes infected with 
Oak Wilt and you have several oaks in 
your yard.   
 
The Wisconsin DNR has several excellent 
brochures with additional information 
about Oak Wilt. You may also find more 
information on their website:  
http://dnr.wi.gov.  
 
Remember to Protect Your Oak Trees if 
you are having construction work done on 
your property.  A contractor using equip-
ment to dig a foundation, remove a build-
ing, or lifting shingles to your roof could 
damage one of your oak trees.  The open 
wound during the months of April through 
October creates the opportunity for the 
beetles to infect your tree too.  
 
This summer the LLIA officers were noti-
fied that a new tree service company in 
this area was trimming oak trees in June.  
The LLIA made contact with this compa-
ny and advised them they were effectively 
setting the stage for Lauderdale Lake 
Homeowners to lose their oaks to oak 
Wilt.   
 
The LLIA Directory has the names of six 
companies offering Tree Service.  These 
companies have certified arborists, and 
they will not trim your oak trees in the 
summer months.  Please use only 
knowledgeable and certified tree ser-
vices.  And let your building contractor 
know about oak wilt too.   We ask that 
you spread the word to your neighbors 
about Oak Wilt. By working together we 
will preserve Lauderdale Lakes Oak Trees 
for the future generation to enjoy.  

 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire  

Department 
 
Steak Fry Fund Raising Event 
 
This year another successful Lauderdale-
LaGrange Fire Department Annual Steak 
Fry fund raising event was held Saturday 
August 10th at the Landing Restaurant on 
Lauderdale Lakes.    
 
 
 
 
(Continued from page 5) 

(Con nued from page 4) 
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This is a major fund raising event for the 
Department, and this year’s proceeds will  

 
 
be used towards the purchase of a new 
replacement truck for current 1995 Chev-
rolet Suburban.  The  
truck is used to pull a trailer that 
carries the Department Snow-
mobile and the all-terrain 
utility vehicle for rescue 
missions. It is also used to 
transport Department Fire 
Fighters to mutual aid Fire 
Calls and for offsite Fire 
department training and edu-
cation seminars.   All the Fire 
Fighters extend their appreciation 
to the community for supporting this 
fund raising event.  They hope you en-
joyed the wonderful meal, seeing the Fire 

Department engines, tankers, new brush 
truck and specialty vehicles, and visiting 
with friends and Department Fire Fighters.    
 
The Department Fire Fighters extend a 
special thank you to the Lauderdale Land-
ing Restaurant owners, the Healy family, 
and their staff for hosting this special event 
on their Lake Shore patio and grounds.  
This is very special because the Lauder-

dale-LaGrange Fire Department 
was started by Lauderdale Lake 

residents and Town of LaGrange farmers 
over 50 years ago with a meeting at this 
location.   

 
Fire Department in Action  
 
The Fire Fighter/EMT calls 
for assistance have in-
creased again this summer 
with over 100 Emergency 
Rescue calls through July. 
In comparison the Total 
Emergency Rescue calls for 
2011 were just 153 and 
2012 calls were 175.  In 

addition the Department responded to Fire 
Calls at about the normal rate.  So this year 
the Department Fire Fighters are averaging 
between 4.5 and 5 responses every week.  

In addition the Fire-
fighters meet 

every 

Wednesday 
evening for formal 

education and drills to stay current in their 
ability to serve the people in 
our Town and surrounding 
area.  
 
The Fire Fighter education 
and training development 
program this summer is fo-
cused on “Pre-Plans”.   This 
is where Fire Fighters go 
around to area businesses, 
farms, and larger buildings 
including some homes to 
make note of special con-

cerns or problems they may encounter in 
case of a fire or other emergency.  They 
locate the gas lines and meters, L-P Tanks, 
Electric meters, power lines and transform-
ers, where to position fire trucks, how 
many entrances to the property, which 
roads could be used as alternate route in 
emergency if trees were down, and what 
location will best serve the tankers hauling 
water to the site.  Pre-Plans are very im-
portant to allow the Fire Fighters to be 

very effective in their response to every 
emergency call.  
 
Fire Department Opportunities  
 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-
ment is truly a Volunteer Department.  Fire 
Department Fire Fighters and Emergency 
Rescue Medical Technicians totally volun-
teer their time.  This is a major commit-
ment to our community and we are very 
fortunate that some 38 to 40 members have 
this dedication to service. 
 
As in every organization there is some 
turnover in member participation, and the 
Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department is 
seeking new members at this time.  If you 
or someone you know would like to have a 
great experience working as a volunteer 
with a talented team of men and women 
serving this community as a Fire Fighter 
and/or Emergency Medical response team 
member please tell them about our Depart-
ment.    “Volunteers continue to be the 
vital link making this department a suc-
cess,” related Fire Chief John “Curly” 
Duerst.   
 
Please spread the word that The Lauder-
dale-LaGrange Fire Department is seeking 
new volunteers to become Fire Fighters 
and Emergency Medical Technicians.   For 
those of us living in the Town this could be 
a life or death situation.  Quick response 
time by both the EMT and Fire Fighters 
has helped many residents and property 
owners.  
 
Men and women volunteers are needed 
now, and if you or someone you know is 
interested please call Chief Curly Duerst at 
262 495 8610.   Especially needed are 
those people that could be available during 
the weekdays.  
 
Will A Fire Truck Reach Home 
 
This year we have had abundant rain and 
lots of great growing weather.  Fire Trucks 
need a full 12 feet of clearance both verti-
cally and horizontally to enter your proper-
ty.  Take a look at the trees and plantings 
now and plan to have them trimmed this 
winter to assure Fire Trucks or Ambulanc-
es can reach your home without being 
damaged.   
 
 

(Con nued on page 7 6 



 

 

 
Remember that Oak Trees trimmed in the 
months of April to October may be infect-
ed with Oak Wilt and this could kill your 
trees.   So plan now and this fall for prun-
ing during the winter months.   
 

WATER SAFETY PATROL 
By Nestor Dyhdalo 

  
This is the 13th 
year that the Lake 
District has been 
operating a water 
patrol on Lauderdale Lakes.  The merging 
of the water patrol operations with the 
Town of La Grange eight years ago has 
been a great success, saving money and 
resulting in more streamlined operations.   
 
Currently there are 17 certified Wisconsin 
law enforcement officers in the depart-
ment; fourteen men and three women.  
Thanks go to Ken Blanke, our Water Pa-
trol Chief, who has been with the depart-
ment since day one and has over 30 years 
of experience on our lakes. Thanks also go 
to our second in command, Janene 
Littman, also with us from day one, and 
she has over 20 years of experience on our 
lakes.  We operate two patrol boats on 
Lauderdale Lakes and one on Pleasant 
Lake. Ken and Janene are tremendous as-
sets to the operation and to the department. 
 
Fortunately, the Operating While Intoxi-
cated (OWI) citations are down so far this 
year. We had seven such violations last 
season and we have had only one such 
violation this year.  Our lakes are much 
safer with these operators off the water.  
Did I mention that the first of several cita-
tions issued in these circumstances is $450 
and goes up from there? This violation 
easily goes into 4 digits; expensive drinks 
no matter how you look at it.   
 
A myth: one of the laments we often hear 
from offenders is that we are writing the 
ticket because of the revenue we receive. 
In reality, most of the revenue from cita-
tions goes to cover court costs; we receive 
less than 2% of the revenue paid for cita-
tions. If you include the admin and court 
time spent by our officers on issued tick-
ets, it actually costs the department money 
to write the ticket. That notwithstanding, 
we will continue to write them as “we see 
them.” It is not about the money, it’s about 

safety and upholding the law, which the 
officers are sworn to do. 
   
We continue to see underage operation of 
Personal Water Craft.  The age limit has 
been creeping up each year and now the 
age limit, as of Jan. 1, 2013, for operating 
a PWC in the state of Wisconsin is 25 
years of age, unless the operator has suc-
cessfully completed a DNR-sanctioned 
boating safety class; they must be prepared 
to show their completion certificate.  If 
such training has been completed, the 
PWC can be operated by anyone as young 
as 12 years of age.  
 
If you invite guests, please do not let them 
operate your PWC unless they are at least 
25 years of age or have successfully com-
pleted a DNR-sanctioned boating safety 
class.  Although it is recommended that 
operators take the in-class version, the 
course is also available online.  Another 
concern is that the operating “rules of the 
road” for PWCs is different than for boats.  
Be sure your operators know them. 
  
For those boaters who pull skiers or 
youngsters in some sort of tube behind 
their boat, please be aware that there is a 
limit on our lakes of 2 skiers/tubers etc. 
being towed at any given time 
behind your boat. There are safe-
ty concerns about being able to 
retrieve more than two skiers/
tubers from the water on a busy 
weekend on the lakes. Under 
some circumstances, it may be 
challenging to retrieve even two 
people who have capsized in the 
water at the same time.  Also 
please do not tow tubers through 
the channel between Middle Lake 
and Green Lake. This lengthens 
the “profile” of your boat and 
contributes to the congestion through this 
heavily traveled section on our lakes.  
  
We wish you safe boating as we head into 
the final months of this boating season.  
The non-emergency number to the Water 
Patrol office is 262-742-4300 which may 
transfer to the Chief or to the water patrol 
boat.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LAUDERDALE SAILING 

CLUB 
By Peter Van Kampen 

Sailing Club: 
We have several Trophy Races during the 
season. Most are in the first half starting 
with the first race of the season which is 
the Race for the Beisswanger Cup. It’s not 
a cup but it is a beautiful trophy. It is so to 
attract as many boats as possible to come 
out for the first Race. It is named in honor 
of Cal and Joy Beisswanger one of the 
original SIX who started the Sailing Club. 
The 4th race of the season is the Bud Wiser 
Cup. This too is named for one of the orig-
inal SIX. The 5th race is for the Bradley 
Cup and yes, you guessed it, he too was an 
original SIX. The 6th race is for the ROJO 
Cup. This is in honor of Rod and Jody 
Nystul, long time Club members. Rod was 
Commodore for most of the 1990’s and is 
credited with initiating the handicap sys-
tem we use in every race.  
The winners of these races this season are: 
Beisswanger   Jack Sorenson 
Bud Wiser       John Hamilton 
Bradley           Chris Zenger 
RoJo                Doug Ward           
 

 
The season is 14 races long. We have com-
pleted 9 races so far. The Standings for the 
season trophy are as follows: After one 
drop race we have a dead heat for 1st with 
Jack Sorenson and Peter Van Kampen 
each having 30 points, followed by Glenn 
Hansen 3rd and Curt Bullock 4th. 
Thanks to all who come out to watch. If 
you have any questions send me an email. 
PVK @ elknet.net 

(Con nued from page 6) 
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Doug wins the RoJo, presented by Rob Paddor 



 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE 
MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT 

TOPICS 
By Peter Van Kampen 

 
Weed Harvesting: 

 
The weeds had the upper hand at the be-
ginning of this season. They must have had 
a good growth spurt off-season because we 
received calls from all over the lake need-
ing weeds cut in early June. Right now we 
are caught up but only due to extraordinary 
effort on the part of the crew. We have had 
2 breakdowns, a shaft that drives one of 
the conveyors and the 9 year old hydraulic 
pump. Each was fixed in under three days 
and we were up and running. Great Crew. 
This program is now being managed by 
Greg Wisniewski who is the newest Com-
missioner on the Lake District Board. I 
will have been assigned the Septic Pump-
ing program that was managed by Wally 
Yandel for many many years. Wally re-
tired with honors from the Board. The 
number to call regarding Weed is  
262-742-4511. Ask for Mike. 
 

Pier Inspector 
 

We have had a good year so far with in-
creased cooperation from the pier 
builders and homeowners. It is 
much appreciated. Although the 

State’s 2012 law grandfathers existing 
piers of 2012, the number of moorings has 
not changed. The Town’s Ordinance al-
lows a maximum of 5 moorings which 
include, docks open on both sides as 2, 
mooring buoys 1 each, boat lifts if not lo-
cated along side a pier, 1 each. So if one 
owner with 100 ft of frontage has two 
piers, that is at least 4 moorings, some 
piers are configured to have more than 4, 
each one counts. Then if one has lifts along 
the shore away from the piers these are in 
addition to the 4. The limit is 5 regardless 
of the amount of frontage one has. The 
idea of limiting moorings has to do with 
the density of boats on Lauderdale, at last 
count in 2008, would you believe 2151 
watercraft were counted on Lauderdale. 
Chapter NR 1 of the Wisconsin Adminis-
trative code has established that safe boat-
ing requires 40 acres per boat when at 
speeds that would pull a skier. Measured 
density on weekends is as low as 11 acres 
per boat. So if you have more than 
5 moorings, please review the situ-
ation during the off season and 
make the necessary adjustments to 
maximum of 5 moorings; Fewer 
for those properties with less than 
100 ft of frontage.  
 
Contact: David Baird 262-492-
3393 or email 
bairdd3@mail.grc.edc. Also, you 
may download an application at the 
LLLMD webpage, www.lllmd.org 
 

 
Clean Boats Clean Waters 

 
We are in our 5th year with this program. It 
is State sponsored and we are able to apply 
each year for a grant to pay for a portion of 
the cost. We monitor all the launch sites on 
Lauderdale as well as on Pleasant Lake. 
We are getting very good cooperation from 
the boaters, some whom we see on a fairly 
regular basis. Fishing must be good. We 
already have some of the known invasive 
species of plants and of course zebra mus-
sels. But those came in before our program 
began. There are other invaders out there 
but none introduced in the past 5 years. 
Thanks to all for your cooperation in keep-
ing these lakes in excellent condition for 
today and for future generations. 
 

Slow No Wake: 
 

Several years ago we had two different 
significant rain events over several days 
that resulted in the Town declaring the 
Lakes Slow No Wake for up to 10 days on 
all of Lauderdale. The Lake District was 
directed by the homeowners to investigate 
to see if anything could be done to avoid 
future Slow No Wake declarations.  Inves-
tigations indicated that the culverts in-
stalled in the 1960 under the road by the 
Marina Launch site were undersized or 
possible partially collapsed and were in 
effect controlling the water level instead of 
the dam controlling. Calculations indicated 
that if the culvers were much larger than 
the existing culverts, the dam would be 
able to not only control the water level 
under normal weather but it was capable of 
preventing the water from going so high as 
to cause another Slow No Wake declara-
tion. The good news is that the culverts 
and dam have been tested and have lived 
up to our expectations.  
 

(Con nued from page 7) 
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Sailing on Middle Lake 

Culverts near Marina 



 

 

The weeks of heavy rain this spring caused 
most lakes and rivers in Southern Wiscon-
sin to be declared Slow No Wake for sev-
eral days. No such declaration was neces-
sary on Lauderdale.  At the end of the 
heaviest of rains the lake level was still 
about 3 inches under the limit and within 
48 hours had dropped 3 more inches. It’s 
appropriate to thank all those involved 
especially all of you who helped pay for 
this important improvement. Thanks to All. 
 

Lauderdale Lakes Interesting Data 
 
These Lakes total 841 acres. One inch of 
water on the top equals 23 million gallons. 
Normal flow over the dam is 1-2 inches. In 
the heavy rains the flow over the dam has 
gone up as high as 6-7 inches. The rate 
over the dam at this flow height is 15,000 
gallons per minute. This means the dam is 
capable of dropping the level of the lake 1” 
in 25 hours when the lake is 5” or more 
over average. Its working well. 
 

Septic Pumping: 
 
Every third year all septic tanks are in-
spected and pumped. Associated Septic 
Services is the company that is providing 
this service. Wally Yandell has been man-
aging this program for the Lake District for 
over 10 years. Wally retired as Commis-
sioner last month and this program is now 
being managed by Peter Van Kampen. We 
sincerely thank Wally for his many years 
of #1 service dealing with #2.This pump-
ing is paid for by the taxes you pay to the 
Lake District. If you have questions re-
garding pumping you should call Lance, 
the owner of Associated, at 262-495-7004 
or email associates@netwurx.net.  
 
Lance is a neighbor, lives just east of 12, 
north of A across the highway from the 
Hot Dog stand. On those rare occasions 
that you are not completely satisfied with 
what Lance has to say or has done you may 
contact Peter Van Kampen at 
pvk@elknet.net or  262-742-2567  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 
There is not much new activity that I can 
report for the Web site for this issue. The 
last couple of months have been pretty 
quiet. 
 
I hope everyone has been having a good 
time this summer swimming, boating and 
enjoying events like the Fish Jamboree. 
 
Myself, I have been busy working on the 
old homestead this summer, but I did get 
out to see a great Fireworks show as I 
know many of you did. I attempted to take 
some pictures of all the boats as the sun 
was going down but, unfortunately, I was 
not successful in getting one I really liked. 
I did get one a couple of years ago, but I 
couldn’t find it amongst all of the pictures 
of grandkids and cats. 
 
That being said, I would think there are a 
lot of digital cameras out there floating 
around the lake. If anyone has a nice photo 
of a sunrise, sunset, sailboat, whatever and 
they would like to share it, send  me a copy 
and we’ll try to use it in the web site.  
 
Did you know that on our web site, we 
keep a listing of all the “History” article 
that have been in the Shorelines for the 
past many years? Take a look, when you 
have a moment. Our Lauderdale Lakes has 
a very interesting past.   
 
Visit our website at: WWW.LLIA.ORG.   
 I can be emailed at:  
 jantonicic@hotmail.com or telephone  
630-964-0393. 
 

. LAUDERDALE LAKES 
HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

The Names of Places 
 

We humans name things to give ourselves 
a sense of our surroundings and a method 
of communicating about them. Old names 
provide a number of clues about what an 
area was like when it was settled. Lauder-
dale’s environs began to shift from Native 
American to English names in the 1830s, 
40s and 50s. Our own lakes, of course, are 
named for James Lauderdale, who built the 

first real cabin on Green Lake in 1842. 
Many inlets, islands and features along our 
shores are named for early property owners 
and are detailed in Robert Brown’s A His-
tory of the Lauderdale Lakes. 
 
But what about the surrounding area? How 
did Elkhorn and Whitewater get their 
names? A brief names primer will help you 
regale weekend guests with anecdotes as 
you drive them to the grocery… or the golf 
course… or the Friday fish fry. Infor-
mation on these names was gathered from 
town and Walworth County historical soci-
ety websites and from Wikipedia. 
 
Rivers and Creeks 
 
Honey Creek originates at Lauderdale, 
flowing out of Mill Lake near the Sterling-
worth condominium complex. According 
to the Walworth County historical society, 
early settlers found large numbers of bees 
and honey stores by the creek. It is the 
largest stream in the county, and was called 
“Mish-qua-woc” by the Potawatomi Indi-
ans. 
 
To our west and south, Sugar Creek is so 
named because Native Americans tapped 
sugar maples along the creek for syrup. 
The Potawatomi name was “sis-po-quiet-
spee”, meaning “sugar maples along the 
valley.” 
 
The Whitewater River was called “Wau-be
-gan-naw-po-cat,” meaning “white water,” 
by Native Americans because of the soft 
white clay and sand lining the river bottom. 
The town of Whitewater-organized in 1842 
at the confluence of the Whitewater with 
Spring Creek-took the name of the river. 
The first settlers of Whitewater arrived in 
1837. 
 
Towns 
 
Five towns surrounding us were organized 
by an act of the territorial legislature in 
January of 1838. These included White-
water, Elkhorn, LaGrange, Richmond and 
Sugar Creek. Our lakes lie partly in Sugar 
Creek and partly in LaGrange. LaGrange is 
named after the home town of French  
General LaFayette: LaGrange, France. 
Richmond was named by three settlers of 
the town who came from a place called 
Richmond in Rhode Island. 
 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Elkhorn has a colorful name history. In 
July of 1836, Colonel Samuel F. Phoenix 
was traveling an army trail through the 
prairie on which Elkhorn now stands. He 
lay down under a burr oak and, looking 
up, saw a large pair of elk’s horns hanging 
from the tree. He named the prairie “Elk 
horn,” and the village later adopted the 
name. The first house in Elkhorn was built 
in 1837.  The town sits in the exact center 
of Walworth County and is the county 
seat. Walworth was among the first coun-
ties in Wisconsin and was also named by 
Colonel Phoenix. Phoenix was a temper-
ance supporter and suggested that the 
county be named after Reuben Hyde Wal-
worth, a temperance leader and last chan-
cellor of New York State. 
 
Since about World War II, Elkhorn also 
has been known as the Christmas Card 
town. Around this time, the town began 
decorating its downtown area for the 
Christmas holidays. In 1952, it was fea-
tured in a TV series called “March of 
Time” as the setting for a show about a 
small American town during Christmas. In 
1958, the artist Cecile Johnson chose 
Elkhorn as the setting for a series of 6 
watercolors, some of which were repro-
duced as a set of successfully selling 
Christmas Cards. 
 
Samuel and Henry Phoenix founded the 
town of Delevan as well, insisting that the 
town be alcohol-free when they platted it 
in the 1850s. They named Delevan after 
another temperance leader in Albany, New 
York, Edward Cornelius Delevan, a 
wealthy businessman who—according to 
Wikipedia—devoted much of his fortune 
to promoting the cause.  
 
Drifting across the county line into Jeffer-
son County, Palmyra is named after the 
oasis city of Palmyra, Syria, which is 
mentioned in the bible. “Palmyra” means 
“sandy soil.” Established in 1846, the 
town was known for its mineral springs. 
According to its online history, Palmyra’s 
Aurelian or Great Geyser Spring was 30 
feet across and 38 feet deep. Later, the 
town became home to a summer resort 
and club for the pharmacist’s industry 
called the Druggist’s National Home. 
Nearby, in the Kettle Moraine State For-
est, the hike to Paradise Springs gives an 

idea of what some of these historic 

hotels and destination springs may have 
looked like. 
 
The name of the town of Eagle dates to 
1836, when several settlers, arriving on 
the prairie in that area, saw an eagle soar-
ing overhead. According to the town his-
torical society website, it was almost re-
named Diamond City late in the 1800s, 
when it became known that a diamond had 
been discovered there. In 1876, the site 
says, while digging a well at the top of 
what is now called Diamond Hill, 
“workers found a yellow pebble, which 
was eventually identified as one of the 
largest glacial diamonds ever found in the 
United States.” It was sent to New York’s 
American Museum of Natural History, but 
was stolen in 1964 along with the Star of 
India sapphire and was never recovered. 
 
Corners 
 
Many intersections of roads around us are 
named. For example, Tibbets Corner at 
County Trunks A and H refers to Samuel 
H. Tibbets, who had a home there that 
served as a post office after 1842. Prior to 
that, the post office had been at Kendall’s 
Corner, which was named for Captain 
George Washington Kendall, who owned 
a tavern at the corner. The History Col-
umn has read in a memoir that the Blue 
Overalls Tavern in Tibbets was so named 
because a farmer who once owned it 
would come in from the fields in his over-
alls to tend bar. 
 
Enjoy the primer. Anyone with 
further knowledge of place names 
near Lauderdale is welcome to 
submit information to the History 
Column. – Kathryn Ingle Calkins  
 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
YACHT CLUB 
By Commodore 
 Nancy Thelen 

 
The Good Times continue to Roll 
as LLYC members celebrate 60 
Years of Fun on the Lakes. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of LLIA, 
local business sponsors and a rec-
ord number of private donors, this 
year’s Independence Day Celebra-
tion surpassed all expectations!  
Special thanks to Fireworks Chair-
man, Pete Spaulding, for his tireless work 
in coordinating this event along with  

Zambelli Fireworks Company and WLKG 
radio station.  Others playing vital roles 
included:  The Balestrieri Family (use of 
their pier), Mark Wolfram of Lakewood 
Pier Service, Lauderdale LaGrange Fire 
Department, Lake District Safety Patrol, 
LL Golf Course Crew, and LL Aqua Ski-
ers (provided sound system). 
 
This year’s Grand Finale’ ($500 or more) 
business/organization sponsors included:  
Balestrieri Environmental & Develop-
ment, Inc, Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 
Association,  Sperino’s Little Italy & Pep-
peroni Pub, and Thelen Total Construc-
tion, Inc.  Karen Ostermeier of Keefe Real 
Estate was at the Moon Chaser level ($400
-$499).  Peoples Bank donated at the Sky-
rocket level ($300-$399).  The Firecrack-
ers ($200-$299) included Budget Blinds & 
the Lauderdale Lake Aqua Skiers.  Delta 
Products Group, Dunkin Donuts of Ja-
nesville, Lyle’s TV & Appliance, State 
Farm Insurance – Randy Nebel, and The 
Boat House of Lauderdale Lake gave at 
the Roman Candle level ($100 - $199).  
Lakeside Painting was a Sparkler ($50 - 
$99).  
 
Individual donors at the Grand Finale’ 
level included Tom & Stephanie Formolo, 
Ken & Carla Pies, and Michelle & Erwin 
Szela.  Donors giving $50 or more will be 
recognized in the next LLYC newsletter, 
The Flag Hoist, as well as online at lly-
club.com.   
 

(Con nued from page 9) 
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LLYC members were “Rockin’ thru the Ages” at 
this year’s Taste of the Lakes.  Representing the 

1950’s, the Seacord & Peters’ Families trans-
formed their pier into Annie’s Diner.  With the 
help of Pat & Larry Cady and Annie’s Burger 
Town, burgers, fries, and root beer floats were 

served to a sold-out crowd. 



 

 

 
As you can see, it takes a “Village” or in 
this case, an entire ”Lake District” to host 
this event.  Well worth it, when you con-
sider how many generations hold fond 
memories of this magical evening on 
Lauderdale Lakes.  With your continued 
generosity, we plan on continuing to pro-
vide the best Independence Day Celebra-
tion possible.  Thanks to all! 

 
 

(not pictured) 
The Seegers, Birbaum, and Thelen Fami-
lies hosted the 70’s “Paradise Garage” 
with a tasty fare provided by Essential 
Cafe` & Bistro.  The 80’s “Food-O-
Rama”, hosted by the Lopardo Family, 
served mini Italian Beef sandwiches pre-
pared by Holi Cannoli’s.  “Back to the 
Future” was hosted by Maria Dzien & 
Terri Dellamaria at The Landing serving 
cookies fresh from the ovens of Elkhorn 
Pastry Shop.  Thank you to committee 
members (Pat Cady, Barry & Jeri Lutz, 
Paul & Sue Dasso, Sasha Thelen, and Lin-
da Zenger), pier hosts, and participating 
restaurants for making the 25th Annual 
Taste of the Lakes a HUGE success! 
 
Upcoming events include a Western –
themed Party/Annual Meeting at Watson’s 
Wild West Museum on August 24th with 
entertainment provided by The Merry 
Hoard and KG & The Ranger.  LLYC’s 
Diamond Jubilee Celebration will be held 
on September 28th at Geneva National’s 
Club House.  For membership information 
and event details, visit llyclub.com. 
 
 
 

PLEASE, LEAVE THE WATER 
AT THE LAUNCH 
 – IT’S THE LAW 

By Audrey Greene, Lake  
Specialist & AIS Coordinator for 
Walworth County Land Use & 

Resource Management  
 

I spend a lot of time at boat launches around 
Walworth County every summer talking to 
boaters and anglers about the steps they must 
take to prevent the movement of aquatic inva-
sive species (AIS). I’m happy to report that 
these days most people are aware that they are 
required to inspect their boats and trailers and 
remove all aquatic plants and animals before 
leaving the launch. However, there is still some 
resistance to and/or confusion about emptying 
the water from their boat, motor, fish, livewell, 
coolers, etc. before getting on the road. In fact, 
it seems like I usually talk to at least a couple 
of anglers every week that do not understand 
that if they are taking fish they have caught 
home, those fish must be out of water when 
they leave the launch or shoreline. This means 
not just the lake water but any water including 
water from home and even water from melted 
ice. Of course putting your catch on ice is a 
great way to keep them fresh, but if you’re out 
on the lake all day and some of that ice melts, 
you must drain that water as well.  

There are a couple very good reasons you will 
want to be sure to remember to drain all the 
water before leaving a launch. The first reason 
is quite simple, it’s the law and the fines associ-
ated with non-compliance are fairly steep. Plus 
we send a big message to our kids, grandkids 
and other boaters when we follow the laws (or 
don’t) and we want that message to be positive.  
Draining the water from our boats, livewells, 
equipment, coolers and fish will also prevent 
the spread of Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia 
(VHS) and other AIS. 
 
Although it does not make people ill, VHS is 
deadly fish virus that has caused large fish kills 
in the Great Lakes and the Winnebago system.  
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) reports on their website that 
there are 28 species of fish that are susceptible 
to VHS, including 19 sport fish. VHS can be 
spread if infected water or fish are moved from 
one waterbody to another. Studies have shown 
that the virus can remain active in the water for 
14 days, which allows ample opportunity for a 
fish to swim through it and absorb the virus 
into their gills. Once that fish is infected with 
VHS, it will shed virus into the water through 
urine and reproductive fluids within 2 days. Of 
course a healthy fish may also become infected 
by eating a smaller infected fish. We want to 
make sure that VHS is not spread so please 

never move water or live fish from a water-
body. 
 
Obeying these laws will also help prevent the 
spread of other AIS that are moved through 
water. Zebra and Quagga mussel larva are mi-
croscopic and can easily be transported to new 
waterbodies if livewells, bilges or other equip-
ment containing water is not emptied. Spiny 
waterflea, which is now found in several popu-
lar lakes in Madison, could also be introduced 
to other lakes through the transport of water. 
There are many other AIS that we can prevent 
just by following some very simple prevention 
steps.  
 
Before leaving any boat launch remember: 
 
 Inspect your boat, trailer and equip-

ment 

 Remove all aquatic plants, animals and 
mud from your boat, trailer and equip-
ment 

 Drain all water from your boat, motor, 
fish, livewell and equipment 

 Never move plants, water or live fish 
from a waterbody 

It’s The Law 

For more information please contact Audrey 
Greene, Lake Specialist & AIS Coordinator for 
Walworth County Land Use & Resource Man-
agement at (262) 741-7902 or 
agreen@co.walworth.wi.us 
 

WATER QUALITY REPORT 
BY Dave DeAngelis 

 
We’ve tested the lake 8 times so far this year 
and a couple of trends seem to pop out. Early in 
the season the water clarity was very good. On 
May 15th, we had clarity readings at or above 
30 feet in all three lakes. The Secchi disc read-
ing for Middle lake was 37 feet! That might be 
an all time record. These incredible readings 
were short lived once the air and lake tempera-
tures warmed up. The stretch of hot summer 
weather we had in late June and early July re-
sulted in a very busy lake since the weeks lead-
ing into the Fourth of July Day weekend. The 
combination of heavy boat traffic and the algae 
bloom have brought the clarity readings back to 
what we typically see this time of year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Continue on page12) 
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“Flower Power” ruled at JJ’s Sail On 
Inn.  Thanks to JJ & Patti Jilek, Larry 
& Patti Stephan, Taste of China Res-

taurant, and the entire “Sterlingworth 



 

 

(Continued from page11) 
We have submitted 3 sets of water samples to 
the WDNR so far and have received the results 
of the first 2 sets of samples. Both phosphorous 
and chlorophyll appear to be trending lower 
than past years, although I expect the July chlo-
rophyll samples to spike up slightly based on 
the Secchi disc readings obtained in July. In a 
nutshell, it looks like our community is doing a 
terrific job of keeping phosphorous out of the 
lake (insert group hug here).  
 
One phenomenon occurred this year that de-
serves mention. The algae blooms for all three 
lakes seemed to get rolling during the last two 
weeks of June. Green and Middle Lakes had 
strong algae blooms. The rate of algae growth 
was steady and typical compared to prior years 
and leveled out in mid July. The algae bloom in 
Mill Lake seemed to be fierce and intense com-
pared to previous years. After several weeks, 
for unknown reasons, significant amounts of 
the algae seemed to die off quickly. This result-
ed in a funky brownish hue to the lake for sev-
eral weeks. The good news is that Mill Lake 
has recovered nicely and turned back to a 
greenish hue by the end of July.   
 
Have a great summer and I’ll see you on the 
lake! 

 
 

 

PLEASE READ THIS LITTLE 
ARTICLE.  

 
WHAT IS ESD? 
By Bud Vance 

  
A fellow Lauderdale resident, John Goetz, 
brought to my attention the danger and some 
tragic stories related to “Electric Shock 
Drowning”. It’s a danger of electric AC current 
entering fresh water. 
  
As I go boating along the lake, I noticed that 
there are a number of piers that are using AC 
power to support their boat-lift motors and they 
are using an AC line cord to get their electrical 
current from their residence.  
  
How does that electricity get into the water in 
the first place? In a properly functioning elec-
trical system, all of the 120-volt AC current 
that goes into the boat through the shore power 
cord returns to its source — the transformer 
ashore or on the dock where it originated. For 
any of that current to wind up in the water, 
three things have to occur. 
  Electrical fault. Somewhere current must be 

escaping from the system and trying to 
find another path back to its source ashore. 

 AC safety ground fault. The AC grounding 

system must be compromised.    
 No ground fault protection.  
  
To learn more about this danger, please go to 
the BoatUS website at: 
http://www.boatus.com/seaworthy/
magazine/2013/july/electric-shoch-drowning-
explained.asp 
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