
MESSAGE FROM  
THE   

LLIA PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Lake 
Improvement Association Member,  

  
The trees are quickly losing their 
fall colors and the lake residents 
have just about finished winterizing 
boats and pulling out piers.  The 
area in and around the lakes has 
become peaceful as we await the 
onset of winter and much colder 
weather. As most of you get ready 
for your Thanksgiving celebration, I 
can’t help but think how thankful 
we should all be for the blessings in 
our lives, some of which may 
include: 
 
 The beautiful sounds of the 

lake on a warm summer’s eve . 
. . 

 The firework show on the 
shore of Don Jean Bay while 
celebrating the Fourth of July . 
. .  

 The beauty of the sails as boats 
silently race on a Sunday 
morn . . . 

 The smile on a child’s face as 
they catch a fish during the 
jamboree . . .  

 The beauty of the park by the 
landmark water tower as you 
narrowly miss par on the 9th 
hole . . . 

 The many volunteers that help 
maintain the environment and 
create activities all year 
through for our families and 
friends to enjoy . . . 

 
As you read on through this issue 
you will find inspiring articles from 
volunteers and committee members 
that work tirelessly to maintain the 
environment at Lauderdale Lakes 
and its surrounding community.  
 
Did you know it is our fourth year 
participating in Wisconsin’s Clean 
Boats, Clean Water program? 
Included in this edition are some 
FAQ’s that you should find 
interesting and helpful. 
Check out articles summarizing this 
year’s efforts to harvest weeds, 
inspect piers and stock fish. Brian 
said something about a “fish story” 
that you’ll enjoy reading whether or 
not you actually fish.  
 
The Sailing Club is growing and the 
Sunday competition is getting more 
and more exciting.  If you didn’t 
have an opportunity to come out 
and enjoy the competition check out 
the Sailing Club article to learn 
more about what happened and how 
you too can participate. I suggest 
you pencil in a “to do” on your 
calendar for summer sailing 2013.  
 

Time off the water may have taken 
you to the golf course.  If you didn’t 
have the opportunity to play golf 
this season, you may have missed 
the restoration of the country clubs 
historical landmark water tower and 
surrounding park.  Lawrence 
Meyers has been working tirelessly 
to complete the project for over a 
year.  Check out a complete article 
about the landmark and the country 
club in this edition as well as many 
more informative articles. 
 
My best wishes to all of you and 
your families for a joyful holiday 
season and a prosperous new year.  
And, as they say, “Sing like no 
one’s listening and dance like no 
one’s watching.”  
 
 
 

 Ron Mueller 
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FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Brian Walsh 

 
Where to start?  I guess with 
what the fish committee has 
accomplished since the last 
shorelines.  The first three fish 
cribs have been installed and 
there are over 3,300 new wall-
eye calling Lauderdale Lakes 
home.  Now that I have you 
attention, I’ll expand about 
both those items.  And if that is 
all you were interested about, 
feel free to proceed to the next 
article. 
 
As you can see from the pic-
tures, on September 22, 2012, 
the Lauderdale Lakes Fish 

Committee installed the first three fish 
cribs.  We were extremely lucky that we 
picked a day that was exceptionally windy, 

cold and rainy.  Some might say it was 
perfect.  This could not have been accom-
plished without the use of Dependable Pier 

Services’ (262-749-8181) two barges.  
In addition to Roscoe from Dependa-

ble Pier Services donating the use of his 
barges, he also had two people helping us.  
We could not have launched the cribs with-

out the help from Sam Slattery 
and Eric Czerpak.  In addition 
Rick “Deetz” Dessent from 
www.fishwithdeetz.com also 
volunteered his time and cap-
tained one of the barges.  We 
could not have sunk these cribs 
without the use of Frank Tay-
lor’s truck to transport the tons 
of stone used.  I can’t leave out 
that we had two volunteers from 
the fish committee help who 
were Jeff Angst and James Cor-
coran.  Next time you see any of 
these guys, please pass along a 

big THANK YOU. 
 
As you can see, this was a big undertaking 

to launch the cribs.  Luckily, 
I did not have to get in the 
water to install the cribs as 
we derived a way to launch 
the cribs from the surface.  
All three cribs are placed in 
an acceptable location by 
the DNR.  I dove on the crib 
locations on October 6, 
2012 and I am thrilled to say 
that the two cribs I located 
already had fish populating 
them.  We will continue to 
monitor the progress of the 
new habitat but it looks like 
these cribs will be a benefit.  
Therefore, keep an eye for 

my next invitation for volunteers to build 
the next batch.  Oh, and if you want to 
know where the cribs are placed, there are 
two ways to find out.  A sizeable donation 
to the fish-stocking fund will get you the 

locations, or volunteering your time with 
the fish committee also works. 
 
On September 21, 2012 at roughly 10:00 
AM, we stocked all three lakes plus Don 
Jean Bay with over 3,300 walleye.  We 
were supposed to get fish that ranged from 

4”-6”.  I can attest to the fact that I did not 
see one fish that was 4” long.  And that is 
not a fish story.  Some of these fish were 
12” in length.  They were large enough that 
the supplier made a point to tell me to 
check Randy Norris’ live well after we 
were done stocking the fish.  The physical 
stocking could not have been completed 
without the help of John Nason, Bill Greg-
ory, Don Henderson, Randy Norris, Pat 
Cady and Greg Schindler.  As with the 
cribs, it was a nice windy, cold and rainy 
day.  We didn’t get as many photos as we 
had hoped but there is a picture of John 
Nason with the ceremonial first fish of the 
stocking class. 
 

(Con nued on page 3) 
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While there were seven of us stocking the 
fish into the lakes, the stocking truly could 
not be completed without the donations 
from the lake community.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of you 
who have made contributions to the fish-
stocking program.  If you were not aware, 
at the time of this publication all of the 
funds for the fish stocking are from dona-
tions to the program.  100% of the dona-
tions made to the stocking program are 
used to purchase these fish and the pro-
gram is working. 
 
That’s all I have for this issue.  The com-
mittee is continuing to work hard to organ-
izing a winter fish tournament, improving 
the kids fish jamboree, building more 
cribs, raising more money and trying to 
catch fish.  If anyone has any ideas or sug-
gestions to improve the fishing on Lauder-
dale Lakes, please let me know. 
 
Until the ice…tight lines. 
 

WISCONSIN DNR PUBLIC 
HEARING ON  

TERRY FAMILY 
CONSERVANCY PIER  

PERMIT APPLICATION 
By Don Henderson 

 
A  Public Hearing was held by the WI 
DNR to invite public comment concerning 
the New Pier Permit Application by the 
Terry Family Conservancy on Lauderdale 
Lakes.  The hearing was held Sept 17, 
2012 at the LaGrange Town Hall.  
 
 The Terry Family Conservancy LLC has 
purchased riparian land on the west end of 
Lauderdale Lakes Middle Lake along the 
north shore.  Their land abuts the lake in 
area that has been designated by the DNR 
as extremely important to the native plants 
and wildlife including water fowl, fish, 
turtles, cranes etc.  In addition this area of 
Lauderdale Lakes is very shallow and 
many springs that provide most of the wa-
ter to the lakes are located here.   
 
DNR research and analysis in past years 
provided extensive data that resulted in a 
DNR recommendation that this area of 
Lauderdale Lakes be protected to assure 
the Lakes will remain viable for the long 
term.  It was recommended that no new 

piers be permitted along shoreline in these 
areas of Middle Lake in the future.  A 
Town of LaGrange Ordinance was passed 
several years ago implementing the DNR 
recommendation prohibiting any new piers 
in this area of the lake.  
 
The State of Wisconsin Legislature passed 
a new law in 2012 stating Riparian Proper-
ty owners may have a right to a pier on 
navigable waters.  Under the former law or 
the current new law, Mr. Terry had the 
right to apply for a permit for a pier.   The 
new law did not affect this proposal.     
 
The Terry pier permit application re-
viewed at the public hearing was opposed 
by the LLIA, Kettle Moraine Land Trust, 
Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management Dis-
trict, Pleasant Lake Management District, 
and several Lauderdale Lakes property 
owners.   
 
Several major concerns were described by 
the presenters.  The proposed pier location 
was essentially at a major spring feeding 
water into the lakes. Pier construction may 
alter water flow or it could cause the 
spring to collapse and stop feeding water 
into the lake.  Although the water depth 
over the spring is several feet deep, just a 
few yards away the water depth is only 
12” deep. 
 
A boat traversing the shallow water will 
disrupt the lake bottom and destroy the 
native plant and wildlife habitat.  This area 
is not a navigable water way today other 
than by canoe or kayak, and then one must 
push or pole the vessel through the plant 
life and shallow water to reach the naviga-
tion channel in this part of the Middle 
Lake.   The lake would need to be dredged 
to make this a navigable water path for 
pontoon or other type boats.  
 
Near the conclusion of the Public Hearing 
the Terry Family Conservancy commented 
they are now considering an alternate pier 
location.  As no data was prepared in ad-
vance for this location, The DNR indicat-
ed this location will be considered in the 
future.   
 
The LLIA has submitted a written request 
to the WI DNR for detailed information 
about the new alternate pier location and 
requested another public hearing before 
permitting is processed.   
 

Pam Schense, Wisconsin DNR Wet Land 
Mitigation Specialist sent the following 
note to Don Henderson on October 25, 
2012 related to the Terry Pier Permit Ap-
plication.  Pam wrote, “There is also an 
update on this permit review.  The current 
application has been withdrawn.  Mr. Ter-
ry will likely be applying for a new permit 
that will include a different pier configura-
tion in the alternate location.  The DNR 
could not approve of the original proposal 
and both parties decided it would be best 
to withdrawn the current proposal and 
reapply for the new one.  Once an applica-
tion is submitted, the public will have an-
other opportunity to comment and request 
an informational hearing, like last time.  
We felt this was important based on con-
cerns at the hearing that at that time there 
were no details about a modified proposal 
and due to it being a significant change to 
the original submittal”. 
  

 LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 
TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
All the members of the Lauderdale-
LaGrange Fire Department extend their 
thanks to the 700 people that attended the 
August Steak Fry.  The annual event was 
very successful this year, and the profit of 
$11,000 has been designated toward the 
purchase of a used Hummer and Lauder-
dale-LaGrange Fire Fighter conversion of 
this Hummer into a dedicated Brush Fire 
Fighting Truck.  Many of the Steak Fry 
attendees saw the new Brush Fire Truck at 
The Landing as a work in progress.   
 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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3 



The final cost of this new addition to the 
Department will be in the $75,000 range 

and most of the conversion labor has been 
provided by the Volunteer Fire Fighters. 
  
This was the third year the Department 
worked with the current owners of The 
Lauderdale Landing Restaurant.  Fire Chief 
Duerst related “The Landing Staff were 
very supportive and great to work with”.  
All the Fire Department members wish to 
extend their appreciation and thanks to the 
Healy Family for the use of The Lauder-
dale Landing Restaurant and Grounds for 
their Annual Steak Fry Fund Raiser.   
 
Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst said, “A 
volunteer fire department takes the dedica-
tion of many people.  The volunteer staff 
we have is totally dedicated to providing 
the best Rescue and Fire Fighting tech-
niques and equipment to assure the support 
and safety of people and property in this 
area.  The area property owners and resi-
dents are true partners in this effort by sup-
porting our Department through gifts and 
fund raisers.  I extend my personal thanks 
to all of you for making the Department 
very successful.”   
 

Does Your Home Have An Alarm  
System? 

 
Many homeowners in The Town have 
alarm systems to provide security and also 
to send an automatic notification if a prob-
lem occurs while you are away.  Alarm 
Systems are effective; however it is very 
beneficial to have a “Key Holder” nearby.  
The Key Holder is someone that lives close 
to your home, and an individual that can 
unlock the home if the Fire Department 
responds to an alarm call.  
 

 Rest assured that the Fire Fighters 
have the tools to enter your home 

and they will if there is a fire observed.   It 
is the alarm calls answered where no prob-
lem is observed then it is best to have a 
Key Holder available to unlock your home 
and let the Fire Fighters in for follow up.    
Chief Duerst recommends that each home 
with an alarm have a Key Holder to help in 
case of emergency.  It will be very benefi-
cial if you provide this information to Fire 
Chief Duerst each year to assist in quickly 
resolving any automatic alarm response to 
your home 
 

Home Fire Safety Tips 
 
The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 
Volunteers ask all property owners and 
residents to think and practice fire safety.  
Test all of your Fire Alarms.  Be sure that 
an alarm is installed in each bedroom.   
Even the fire alarms wired into your elec-
trical system have a battery backup.  Be 
sure you have new batteries in all the 
alarms every year.   A good time to change 
alarm batteries in smoke and carbon mon-
oxide alarms is when you change your 
clocks from daylight savings to central 
time.  That day has passed this month, but 
please take time to change these batteries 
now.   
 
Furnace inspections by qualified techni-
cians assure the combustion process is cor-
rect and the all exhaust gas is going outside 
and not into the house.   Many homes have 
wood stoves and fireplaces that enhance 
the ambiance of the home and also lower 
heating costs. Fireplaces and wood stoves 
are effective, but be sure your chimney is 
free of creosote and the stove vent pipes 
are not blocked as you will not want a 
chimney fire or a home full of smoke.  
Clean them now before you want to use 
them in the winter.    
 
The Holiday Season will soon be here.  As 
you decorate your home, be careful to keep 
decorations well away from hot lights, 
stoves, fireplaces, and candles. Also be 
sure you extinguish candles when you are 
not in the same room, as you may forget 
they are lit and as they burn down cause a 
fire to be started.   If you have a decorated 
Christmas tree, be sure it is away from the 
fireplace and other open flames. Fire Fight-
ers recommend using low wattage electric 
lights that will not ignite the needles.   
 
 Please keep your driveway clear of tree 
limbs and branches.  If you have a prob-

lem, you will want the fire truck or rescue 
ambulance to reach your house without 
being damaged by your tree limbs.  And 
with winter snow soon to arrive, please 
keep your driveways and private roads 
plowed wide and frequently so that an am-
bulance or a fire truck may quickly reach 
your home during an emergency.  The 
Town Highway Department plows snow 
on all Town owned roads, but many homes 
around Lauderdale Lakes are located on 
private roads and/or long driveways.  The 
home owners have total responsibility for 
private driveways and roads.  Make your 
snow plowing arrangements now to assure 
a clear roadway for the emergency vehicles 
to reach your home should they be needed 
this winter.  
  
Call 911 if you need to report a fire, medi-
cal emergency or an accident.  And last but 
not least, have a fire safety plan for your 
family.  Review it with your family mem-
bers and practice the plan so your family 
will be safe should you experience a fire in 
your home.    
 

TOWN OF LAGRANGE HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT 

 
We have all enjoyed a very warm and sun-
ny but dry summer at Lauderdale Lakes.  
In fact it was the warmest in many years.  
Now that fall is here and most of us have 
taken our boats out of the water for the 
winter, we are not looking forward to the 
cold days of winter, unless you really enjoy 
ice fishing.  Yet winter is just a few weeks 
away as this article is being written.   
 
The Town Highway Department has al-
ready been preparing for winter for several 
weeks.  Highway Commissioner Pat Hoff-
man and his crew have been mowing the 
grass along all the Town roadsides, cutting 
back brush and trees along the roads, and 
also mounting plows and sanding equip-
ment on the three town work trucks used 
for winter snow removal.   
 
So it is important that we review the Town 
ordinances regarding snow before the win-
ter storms arrive.  This will make our 
Town Highway Department job easier and 
make our roads safer during the winter 
months. 
 
 

(Con nued from page 3) 
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The LaGrange Town Board passed an 
Ordinance regulating the placement of 
snow on roadways by Town Residents in 
March 2008.  Excerpts taken from ORDI-
NANCE NO. 2008-01 follow: 
 
SECTION 1 states there shall be no plac-
ing of snow on any roadway in the Town 
of LaGrange that would create a hazardous 
condition for vehicle travel and persons 
shall not plow snow across the roadway 
from their driveway.   
 
SECTION 2. COSTS AND PENALTIES. 
A. Penalties. Any person adjudged to have 
violated any provision of this Ordinance 
shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit $50 
together with the costs of prosecution per 
for each offense. 
 
SECTION 3. ENFORCEMENT AND 
BOND  
This ordinance may be enforced by a 
Town of LaGrange Road Commissioner or 
the Walworth County Sheriff Department 
issuing a citation pursuant to the provi-
sions this ordinance, as amended from 
time to time. 
 
The homeowner or renter is responsible 
for snow placement, and you are responsi-
ble for the snow regardless if you hire a 
person to plow snow for you.  Snow on 
your property should stay on your proper-
ty, and it shall not be pushed across the 
road when you clear your driveway and 
walkways.   Please inform your snow 
plowing contractor if you hire this work.  
  
PLEASE DRIVE WITH CARE WHEN 
FOLLOWING A SNOWPLOW TRUCK 
 
Pat has three snow plow routes and in total 
over 63 miles of Town roads are cleared 
and sanded with each snowfall.  Driving a 
snow plow truck is demanding as the snow 
often swirls up across the cab and limits 
visibility both forward and backward.   
Wisconsin law requires motorists follow-
ing a Snow Plow Truck to stay back 500 
feet.   Town Highway Department em-
ployees ask all motorists to use extra cau-
tion and please stay back the required dis-
tance.  This is especially important at in-
tersections when snow plow trucks often 
need to plow around a corner and then 
back up before turning to plow the other 
direction.  
 

Plowing snow off the many winding and 
hilly Town roads around the Lakes is the 
greatest challenge.  Pat asks all of us to 
please keep our boats, utility vehicles, 
ATVs, cars and trucks, and garbage and 
recycling containers well back from the 
road side.   It is important to have area 
alongside the road free to plow snow 
onto so that the road width is not reduced 
during the winter months.   
 
The garbage and recycling containers 
continue to be used, and John’s Disposal 
Service will make the collection on the 
regular assigned day which is Monday 
for most of the Lake properties.  
PLEASE ASK A NEIGHBOR THAT 
LIVES NEAR YOU YEAR AROUND 
TO MOVE YOUR CONTAINERS 
BACK TO YOUR HOUSE AFTER 
COLLECTION IF YOU ARE THERE 
ONLY ON WEEKENDS.   The contain-
ers may interfere with snow plowing and 
certainly they detract from the beauty of 
our property when left next to the road all 
week.   
 
Following these procedures will make The 
Town Highway Department snow plowing 
more effective and our Town roads will be 
safer for all to use.   
 

2013 TOWN OF LAGRANGE  
ELECTION 

 
The Second, Third and Fourth Side Super-
visor positions will up for election in 
2013.  Elections are held the first Tuesday 
in April, which is April 2, 2013.  Candi-
dates elected to the Town Board serve two 
year terms of office.  Candidates must file 
formal nomination papers to be on the 
election ballot, and the closure date is Jan-
uary 2, 2013.  Candidates must be Town 
of LaGrange residents.  The first day nom-
ination papers may be obtained from the 
Town Clerk, Crystal Hoffmann, is Decem-
ber 3, 2012, and they must be filed with 
the Town Clerk before the closure date.   
Don Sukala is the current Second Side 
Supervisor, Mark Bromley is the current 
Third Side Supervisor, and Jeff Schramm 
is the current Fourth Side Supervisor.     
 

RESTORED LANDMARK, 
PARK REVIVES COUNTRY 

CLUB'S RICH HISTORY 
By Maureen Vander Sanden 
Elkhorn Independent Editor 

 
While Lauderdale Lakes Country Club 
touts spectacular views of Don Jean Bay's 

sparkling waters, a recent upgrade to the 
nine-hole course has given golfers even 
more reason to enjoy hitting the links lo-
cally. In an effort to improve the 45-acre 
course, while paying homage to its rich 
history, lake resident Lawrence Myers got 
to work more than a year ago pitching 
plans for the restoration of the country 
club's historical landmark water tower, 
and the creation of Myers Park. 
 
He began by digging into records at the 
Walworth County Register of Deeds office 
last year, where he learned his grandfather, 
Edward H. Ravenscroft, bought the course 
in 1933 from a group that also owned 
Lauderdale's legendary Sterlingworth Ho-
tel. The group was about to default on 
notes held by State Bank of Elkhorn, My-
ers said, before his grandfather made the 
purchase and redesigned the course to 
today's layout. After months of planning 
and construction, matched with thousands 
of dollars, Myers' vision for LLCC came 
to fruition recently for the 2012 season. 
 
What was previously considered an "eye 
soar" according to LLCC General Manag-
er Chris White is now a source of pride for 
those living in the Lauderdale Lakes Lake 
Management District, which owns the near 
century-old country club. Before Myers 
stepped in to fund the project, the 1920s 
water tower, once used to supply the club 
house, was in disrepair — it's foot-

(Con nued from page 4) 
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ings failing, wooden catwalk reduced to a 
couple boards, and roof missing, while 
trees and surrounding brush were slowly 
overtaking the aging structure. Renamed 
Ravenscroft Tower, it now stands proudly 
on the eighth fairway, projecting a colorful 
image of the area's lake and rolling hills, 
complete with an impressive steel ladder to 
the catwalk- skirted tank, and a sturdy 
roof. 
 
"I'm really happy with the way it turned 
out," Myers said last week from under the 
transformed structure framed by fresh 
landscaping. "I was really happy to do this,  
something had to be done. It was really to 
the point where it might have been danger-
ous," he added. White said he is pleased 
with the projects' outcome as well. "We've 

gotten some very positive responses. (The 
water tower) was dilapidated. It really is a 
landmark to this country club," he said. 
"Everyone appreciates what Larry did, 
that's to say the least," he added. But to the 
71-year-old retired investor, seeing others 
enjoy the course, where his family has left 
its mark, makes his efforts most rewarding. 
The course design hasn't changed since 
Ravenscroft took it over in the '30s. 
 
"I played a lot of golf courses, and even 
though it's just nine holes, it's difficult – 
with probably the smallest green in the 
world," Myers said of his grandfather's 
design. White agreed. "It's like stepping 
back in time to golf this course," he said. 

"It's a throwback," Myers agreed. 
He hopes to do more work in the 

future to add to LLCC's vintage feel. "In 
the '30s, each hole had its own name We 
want to go back to that, so we're looking 
for ideas that would reflect the history of 
the area," he said. He also wants to see 
more groups take advantage of the club's 
new scenic offerings. Just last weekend, 
Myers Park provided the backdrop for a 
midsummer wedding. "We'd like to en-
courage 
people to come use the park. It's not a big 
facility but it is available for anyone. 
White said a small fee would be charged to 
groups that host events at the park. Those 
interested can contact him at (262) 742-
2454. Lauderdale Lakes Country Club, 
N7498 Country Club Drive, is open to the 
public, March through November. 
 

LAUDERDALE  SAILING 
CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 
The results are in and everyone was a win-
ner this year. We truly had a great season. 
Some of the highlights were: (1) Having 
23 boats on the starting line for the first 
time ever. It was a beautiful sight, one you 
ought to catch some Sunday morning. 
Bring your coffee and pastry and watch the 
races every Sunday at 10:00. (2) We had 
13 DIFFERENT First Place Finishers in 14 
races. That is simply unheard of in sailing 
circles. This means that every Sunday eve-
ry sailor has a chance to win the race that 
day. This means that 13 different heroes 
arrived back at their dock with his family 
knowing that today, he was the best. That 
is a terrific feeling folks and it is wonder-
ful that so many got to share it this season. 
(3) Jeff Bassett won a race in his first sea-
son sailing an MC, fantastic, unheard of in 
the Club’s 45 year history. (4) Glen Han-
sen in only his second year won the 10th 
race and in the final race came within se-
conds of winning a second race. This guy 
practices. (5) Scott Mason flew photogra-
pher, Donovan, over the race course and 
took photographs of the fleet. This year is 
going to be tough to match. Maybe you 
would like to join us and help us see 24 or 
25 boats lined up at the start next year. If 
so check out 
www.lauderdalesailingclub.com and give 
us a shout. Here are the Sunday Hero’s: 
Race 1, Jack Sorenson Race 6, Mike Jaeger 
 Race 11, Doug Ward 
Race 2, Doug Ward  Race 7, Curt Bullock 
 Race 12, Peter Van Kampen 

Race 3, Dave Asbach  Race 8, Chris Zenger
 Race 13, Jeff Bassett 
Race 4, Joe Kovarik  Race 9, Walker John-
son Race 14, Bill Ingle 
Race 5, Bruce Bauman Race 10, Glenn 
HansenHarry S Truman, w/crew Bill and         
Katie Ingle   Others pictured below: Jim 
Johnson, Skip Cartland 
 
 
Pier Inspector:  
Nearly all the pier permits were requested 
and issued within the Town and State Or-
dinances. We had a very few that needed 
to be contested and that is much appreciat-
ed. Thanks for your cooperation. 
 

.LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE 
MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT 

TOPICS 
 

Weed Harvesting 
By Peter Van Kampen 

 
2012 was a good year for our Weed Har-
vesting Crew. Due to good planning and 
preventative maintenance by our dedicated 
crew we spent the least amount of your 
money on parts and equipment. We also 
had a significant increase in tonnage over 
last year. Whereas Don Jean Bay did not 
yield it’s normal lot, Arrowhead and Ster-
lingworth Bays made up for it. The last 
third of the season was heavy cutting every 
day. Thanks to the homeowners who call 
and let us know the situation at their slice 
of the pond, we attempt to respond to each 
call ASAP. And, thanks for your calls 
complementing the crew, it’s always nice 
to hear. Out entire crew, Mike, Pat, Emil, 
Floyd and Jerry will be back next year 
which is good for all of us. 

 
Clean Boats Clean Water 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

 This State sponsored program is going 
well on Lauderdale and Pleasant Lakes. 
This completes our 4th year in this program 
to keep invasive species of flora and fauna 
from entering our lakes. State Grants have 
been paying for 65% of the cost of this 
program and we understand that this 
should continue in the foreseeable future. 
Another part of the costs are covered by 
the Town’s Launch fees.  
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The Town is considering increasing their 
contribution. Thanks to our expert crew of 
Floyd Pochowski and Bob Waesco for 
their efforts in making this program a  
Success. 
 

Pier Inspector:  
By Peter Van Kampen 

 
Nearly all the pier permits were requested 
and issued within the Town and State Or-
dinances. We had a very few that needed 
to be contested and that is much appreciat-
ed. Thanks for your cooperation. 
 

Lauderdale Sterlingworth Bay  
Leak Project 

By  
Jack Sorenson 

 
As a result of a past leak between the  
Sterlingworth Bay and Honey Creek, 
the Lake District was authorized to 
investigate the likely cause of the leak 
and to take appropriate action to mini-
mize the potential for a reoccurrence.  
As discussed at our Annual Meeting, 
the Lake District hired a Soil Testing 
company to test the properties of the 
soils existing in the southern region of 
the Sterlingworth Bay.  The Lake Dis-
trict also hired a civil engineering firm 
to analyze the soil test results and to 
write a report with an interpretation of 
the technical soil test reports.   The 
engineering report was issued last week 
and generally confirms that concern for 
taking some preventative action is  
warranted.   
 
At the Lake District board meeting on Oc-
tober 13th, authorization was given to enter 
into an agreement with the Kettle Moraine 
Land Trust to seek grant funding for possi-
ble corrective actions for the leak situation.  
There are various funds that may be avail-
able and the KMLT staff has the expertise 
to guide the Lake District thru the applica-
tion and procurement process.   
 
In the meantime, the Lake District is con-
tinuing the review of the engineering re-
port and its suggestions.  Naturally, the 
report has raised additional questions; we 
continue to seek a full understanding and 
to determine a course of action appropriate 
for the conditions with the greatest chance 
for success and the least environmental 
impact and expense.  Certain corrective 

actions may require further testing and will 
likely require approvals of other parties 
and/ or agencies.     
 
The Lake District continues to work to-
ward preserving property values, safety, 
recreation and the environment at Lauder-
dale Lakes.  
  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

LL16 
From Holcomb to Anderson 

 

Lauderdale Lakes lies in farm country, and 
most of us know that even into the last 
century, the farms ran right down to the 
water’s edge. Cows drank from the lakes, 

even walking out on the ice in winter. In 
the 1800s -- when Wisconsin started to be 
settled -- and early 1900s the most valua-
ble land wasn’t along the lakes. Many 
properties had a farm house up on a road 
and perhaps a cottage or shed by the 
lakeshore. 
 
So, when did the lakes begin their transi-
tion from farm amenity to pleasure 
ground? A brief and unscientific dig into 
Walworth County property records  
suggests that interest in Lauderdale as a 
place to have a summer home began 
around the 1880s and 90s. LL16 in the 
subdivision of Highland Park provides 
an example, and its history suggests that 
the transition from farm to summer 
house has not been undervalued. 
 
A map of Lauderdale from 1872 shows 
that two properties owned by a family 
called Holcomb, Richard and Julia, ran 
down to the northeastern edge of Green 

Lake where Highland Park stands today. 
Their land extended up the shore through 
Pebble Beach.  Tax records reveal that 
Richard payed taxes on a parcel valued at 

about $200. However, between 1891 and 
1892, the valuation jumped from $200 to 
$580. The acreage did not change, so an 
improvement – such as a building – must 
have been added. We can therefore guess 
that the cottage now standing at LL16 may 
have been built as early as 1892. In sup-
port of its age, Polly Anderson, a member 
of the family that now owns the property, 
said that when her parents bought it in 
1947, it was quite primitive and old, with a 
simple lean-to kitchen and an outhouse.  
 
In 1894, I.C. Brownell bought the Hol-
combs’ properties as part of a consortium 
of five or six families, who then platted the 
Highland Park subdivision and divided up 
the land between them. Suzette Morton 
Sorenson of LL 10-11 near Pebble Beach 
recalled that her parents rented the cottage 
from George Brownell for several seasons 
before 1910. The Mortons bought land to 
the north of Highland Park and built their 
cottage, Greenhurst, around 1912. At one 
point, George Brownell wrote to the Mor-
tons about finding Native American arrow-
heads on Pebble Beach, noting that he had 
once had a whole basketful that had slowly 
disappeared. Mrs. Sorenson still has the 
framed letter. 

(Con nued from page 6) 

(Con nued on page 8) 7 
7 



 
George and Edna Anderson of Elmhurst, 
IL bought LL16 in 1947 after first renting 
another cottage on Green Lake for one 
year. George was a writer for the Chicago 
Tribune and later for radio and television 
before running his own advertising agency. 
At one time, Polly Anderson recalled, he 
was writing seven different radio mystery 
shows that ran weekly. A few titles radio 
buffs might recognize include “Easy Mon-
ey” and “Crime Files of Flammond.” 
 
Polly recalled that when the Andersons 
moved in, the house was rundown and 
painted a strange burnt orange color 

throughout. George and Edna modernized 
and redecorated, expanding the house’s 
front porch and adding a fireplace that in-
corporates some of Edna’s collection of 
Delft tiles. 
 
One of the most noticeable features of the 
cottage now is famous quotes painted on 
the ceiling beams by George. They in-
clude, “Well, sir, here we all are again, 
thanks to you,” from the 1936 play You 
Can’t Take It With You, by Kaufman and 
Hart; and “Great persons – Large in eating 
as in loving,” by renaissance poet and 
dramatist Ben Johnson. 
 
Such hospitable quotes suggest a social 
atmosphere, and indeed, LL16 hosted 
many guests and witnessed many cocktail 
parties during George’s and Edna’s tenure. 
Polly and her son Michael Mahoney re-
called parties on the boathouse roof almost 
every evening. Sometimes, the Andersons 
participated in theme contests held be-
tween various boathouses, which were 
likely Yacht Club events. Trophies were 
even awarded. 
 

Guests also got into the decorating 
act at LL16. A central floor-to-

ceiling post in the main room is called the 
guest post, and guests sign their names and 
write messages along its length. One cou-
ple even helped with the furniture. Polly 
noted that Nancy and Bill Hyers, who vis-
ited Lauderdale on their honeymoon, be-
gan painting the dining chairs for the fami-
ly members. They would take one home 
and return it on their next visit, painted 
with a theme reflecting an Anderson. “One 
chair, however, was called the ‘dunce 
chair,’” Polly said. “No kids wanted to sit 
in that chair, and we fought over that.” 
 
Another central element in the décor that 
remains from George and Edna’s reign at 
LL16 is a large deer head festooned with 

hats known as Uncle Louie. A visitor once 
put a two dollar bill in Uncle Louie’s 
mouth and said, “Here’s a buck with two 
bucks.” The two dollars stayed in Uncle 
Louie’s mouth until the Andersons were 
robbed many years later. 
 
The Andersons, who included George’s 
and Edna’s son Stuart, or “Stu,” in addition 
to Polly, were enthusiastic boaters and 
swimmers. Polly recalled that Edna would 
sometimes pack a lunch and everyone 
would canoe from their place on Green 
Lake back to the springs in Middle Lake, 
making a day of it. 
 

They also loved waterskiing. “You had to 
be able to swim across the lake before you 
could waterski. That was the rule,” said 
Stu’s widow, Iligene Anderson. Polly not-
ed that she once swam from the end of 
Green Lake to the Sterlingworth on Mill 
Lake. Imagine doing that with today’s boat 
traffic! 
 

The Andersons had a plywood disk on 
which a thrill seeker could place a chair to 
sit in and be pulled by the speedboat. Her 
descendants remembered that Edna en-
joyed riding the disk occasionally, though 
without the chair. 

 
As the weather got colder, the Andersons 
still made the trek to Lauderdale from 
Elmhurst, driving in a convertible Jaguar. 
As they neared the lake, George would put 
the top down, much to Edna’s dismay, the 
family recalled. “She would say, ‘Put the 
top up,’ and he would say, ‘Oh, I’m feeling 
fine’,” Michael Mahoney said. On one 
occasion, however, Edna had her revenge. 
She came out of the Elmhurst house wear-
ing full winter regalia. “She made him 
drive the whole way with the top down, 
and he was freezing,” Mahoney said. 
 
The cottage had its quiet moments. Polly 
recalls lying for hours in a hammock on 
the porch in the yard picking out tunes on 
a ukulele. “I learned how to be alone 
here,” Polly said. LL16 continues its tradi-
tions, now playing host to George’s and 
Edna’s five great grandchildren every 
summer. 
 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 
YACHT CLUB 

By Nancy Thelen 
 

The wind is blowing and the leaves are 
falling, but memories of summer Fun on 

the Lakes remain. 
 
Special thanks to LLYC Officers, Com-
manders and all volunteers for planning an 
enjoyable season.  We kicked off the year 
with a Red Solo Cup tribute to the Com-
modore and ended in fine style with the 
Fall Gala.  In between, the good times 
rolled with the Summer Olympics Taste of 
the Lakes, Newcomer’s Reception, Star-
spangled Fireworks, Mid-summer YEE 
HAA, TGIF on Pleasant Lake and the Golf 
Outing. 
 
Once again, thank you to all the residents 
and businesses that contributed to this 
year’s Fireworks display.  Visit lly-
club.com for a complete list of those do-
nating $50 or more. 
 
The “Boat Load of Fun” will continue next 
year as LLYC celebrates 60 years!  Watch 
for all the details in our spring Flag Hoist.  
If you aren’t already a member, please join 
us.  For an up-to-date schedule of events 
and membership information, our website 
is always available at llyclub.com.   
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KETTLE MORAINE  
LAND TRUST (KMLT) 

By Jerry Petersen, President 
 

 The seal to the left 
gives public recogni-
tion that our Trust has 
been Accreditated by 
the National Land 
Trust Accreditation 
Commission.  Less 

than ten percent of the Land Trusts and 
Commissions in America have been so 
Accreditated.   We are proud to have 
reached this goal.  It means that all our 
friends can be assured that we do all of our 
work according to the highest standards in 
the field.  It also means foundations and 
other grant agencies will be more willing 
to support projects in which we are in-
volved.  I’m personally very proud of our 
Board who worked hundreds of hours to 
successfully establish this level of recogni-
tion. 
 
This year has been a year of transition for 
the Trust.  On March 1st, we completed 
Phase One of the Delavan Watershed Initi-
ative Network (WIN) project.  This mile-

stone was planned for completion in 2014, 
and the earlier completion has created a 
transition challenge for the Trust.  Our 
Program Manager was programmed to 
receive about two thirds of her salary from 
the WIN this year.  Accordingly, we are 
drawing down some of its reserve, and our 
Program Manager is working only four 
days a week, as we transition to a broader 
funding base in 2013.  We are extremely 
proud of one of our Board members who 
has pledged $10,000 in matching funds to 
help us complete this transition.  He has 
agreed to match donations of $500 and 
above from non-Board members through 
March 1st, 2013.  To date seven wonderful 
friends have already donated $500 each to 
help us take advantage of this offer.  We 
are asking all our Lauderdale friends to 
seriously consider joining this special 
group of supporters.  We are also very 
 appreciative of the LLIA support have, 
and are continuing to, receive. 
 
Since completion of the Delavan WIN, we 
are broadening our activities at Lauderdale 
and Beulah.  Here at Lauderdale, we are 
working with volunteers to improve the 
Island Woods Preserve.  We are also sup-
porting our Lake District in their long term 
planning for the Country Club property; 
especially regarding the wetlands along 

Don Jean Bay.  Governmental approvals 
have been obtained for the mats placed on 
the wetlands where personal traffic was 
previously turning the sod into mud.  Good 
progress is also being made to obtain long 
term approvals from the County for the 
two board walks now in place.  This is 
removing the few remaining issues regard-
ing continued public use of the wetland 
such as our water ski shows. 
 
This fall the Trust, and the District, agreed 
to team to seek a permanent fix to the Leak
-in-the Lake issue in Sterlingworth Bay.  
Most of you probably recall that two years 
ago our lake started to drain under the 
southern bank of Sterlingworth Bay.  The 
Town of LaGrange made a short term fix 
with temporary sheet piling along the 
shore.  This was followed by the Town 
replacing their storm drain running from 
near the boat ramp to Honey Creek below 
the dam.  This spring and summer, the Dis-
trict retained an engineer to evaluate the 
integrity of the soils along the southern 
bank of the Bay.  Unfortunately, this work 
determined that these soils are porous and 
at risk of future massive leakage.  The Dis-
trict has asked the Trust to partner with it 
to determine the best long term solution, 
and if possible, find an external source of 
funding for at least part of the fix costs.  

The Trust is in a good position to do this 
with our multiple contacts at many state 
agencies and foundations and looks for-
ward to partnering toward a good solu-
tion in 2013. 
 

FAQ FROM THE BOAT 
LAUNCHES 

 

By Audrey Green 
Lake Specialist and AIS  

Coordinator for Walworth 
County Land Use & Resource 

 Management 
 

During the last 3 years I have spent over 
600 hours at boat launches around Wal-
worth County.  Working as part of the 
Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CB,CW) 
program, I have talked to and educated 
3,859 boaters and anglers about aquatic 
invasive species (AIS) and the steps re-
quired by law to prevent their spread. 
Many of the people that I spoke with had 
questions, concerns or comments.  
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The following are a few of the questions 
and/or remarks that I thought others might 
be interested in. 
 
Does this lake have zebra mussels? OR  

Which aquatic invasive species does this 
lake have? 

 
This is a great question because it shows 
that people are interested.  There are 13 
Walworth County Lakes, plus the White 
River and Honey Creek that have zebra 
mussel populations. This is unfortunate, 
but there are 36 named lakes in Walworth 
County so it is less than half. The main 
thing now is to not spread the zebra mus-
sels, or any other AIS to other water bod-
ies. So make sure that before leaving any 
launch you inspect and remove all plants 
and animals from your boat, trailer and 
equipment and empty the water from your 
boat, motor and equipment because zebra 
mussel veligers are too small to see and 
are spread in water. To find out which AIS 
have been documented in Wisconsin, and 
where, go to the Wisconsin DNR website 
(http://dnr.wi.gov) and search for aquatic 
invasive species by waterbody. 
 

It’s too late! We already have every-
thing we can get!  

 
Not true! There are over 180 aquatic inva-
sive species in the Great Lakes. Plus, 
many other AIS can be found in other 
states. Walworth County has 8 established 
AIS, we don’t want number 9.  
 

I pay to launch here and I think the 
launch manager should keep the launch 
free from plants so I don’t have to clean 

my boat and trailer. 
 

I am happy to report that the vast majority 
of people do not feel that invasive species 
prevention should be someone else’s job. 
The plain facts are that lakes have aquatic 
plants. Some plants float continuously 
because they have no roots, others get cut 
by propellers or they may self- prune. Re-
gardless of how a plant is cut, they will be 
pushed around by winds and waves and 
often end up on your boat and trailer. 
Please be a responsible boater and clean 
all aquatic plants and animals off your 
boat, trailer and equipment before leaving 
the boat launch. 

 

It sure would be nice if there was a boat 
wash station here. 

 
It would be great, but there are several 
reasons why most boat launches do not 
have a boat wash station. First, most 
launches simply do not have enough room 
for a wash station. In addition, the cost of 
building, operating and maintaining a fa-
cility for washing boats would be extreme-
ly high. Even a portable unit costs money 
for power and water. To be effective, boat 
wash facilities should be operated by a 
trained staff, which would also raise the 
cost. Finally, although a high percentage 
of survey participants said that they would 
use a boat wash if it was available at a 
launch, when a free wash was offered at 
an area launch this summer, the number of 
boaters that agreed to a free wash was 
very low. For these reasons, it is most 
often a better use of resource dollars to 
have CB,CW watercraft inspectors at 
launches to assist and educate. 
 
I’m not going far (or I only boat on this 
lake), does it really matter if I clean my 

boat/trailer or empty the water from 
my boat before leaving the launch? 

 
Yes, it’s the Law. In addition, the next 
person in line in watching what you do. If 
you do not take the prevention steps, they 
likely will not either and it may only take 
that one to cause the next AIS introduc-
tion. 
Do I need to leave my plug out to show 

that I have emptied the water? 
 

I’m sorry but I never answer regulation 
questions because I might give the wrong 
answer. The best thing to do is to check 
out the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) website (www://
dnr.wi.gov) and look at the boating and/or 
fishing regulations. If that does not answer 
your questions you can click on the ‘Live 
Chat’ link found at the bottom of the DNR 
home page. You can also call and speak 
with a DNR Customer Service Repre-
sentative from 7am to 10pm at (888) 936-
7463. 

 
LAUDERDALE LAKES  

WATER  QUALITY REPORT  
By Dave DeAngelis 

 
Water quality, Zebra Mussels and why 
we can’t make Zebra Mussel chowder 

 

For Lauderdale Lakes, the fall 2012 water 
quality update can be quickly summarized 
as excellent. We track three things; 1) 
water clarity, 2) total phosphorous, and 3) 
chlorophyll.  

1) For water clarity, a higher Secchi read-
ing indicates higher water clarity. For our 
region, the lakes in our area had average 
Secchi readings of 6.7 feet during the 
summer months. While Mill lake averaged 
6.8 feet, Middle and Green Lakes had av-
erage readings 40-75% higher than the 
regional averages.  

2) For total phosphorous we like to com-
pare our data to regional averages and 
analyze trends. Consistent total phospho-
rous readings above 30 ppb (parts per bil-
lion) could indicate that a lake will experi-
ence excessive algae blooms. This is usu-
ally not good for the lake. For total phos-
phorous, the average levels in Green and 
Middle lakes were well below 20 ppb, 
significantly lower than the regional aver-
ages and slightly lower than our 2011 
readings. Mill Lake had a single total 
phosphorous reading of 21 ppb in July but 
an overall average of 17 ppb for the sum-
mer months. Considering the total phos-
phorous average for Mill Lake was near 
20 ppb in 2011, this trend is showing sig-
nificant improvement.  

3) Chlorophyll is a pigment found in algae 
and plants. It adds oxygen to the lake wa-
ter via photosynthesis and is a necessary 
component for a healthy lake. Typically 
chlorophyll levels are lower in spring, 
peak in mid summer, and start to drop off 
in late summer. 2012 was different in that 
all three lakes had early algae blooms. As 
a result, the chlorophyll levels were high-
est in May and dropped of significantly as 
the summer rolled along. The dissolved 
oxygen levels in all three lakes mirrored 
this trend. For all three lakes, the chloro-
phyll levels were lower than regional aver-
ages and slightly lower than our 2011 
readings.  

I occasionally get emails and voice mails 
asking a range of questions about the lake. 
I received a voice mail over the summer 
asking about zebra mussels and why it 
seems as though the population is declin-
ing in Lauderdale Lakes. I passed this 
question along to one of our esteemed 
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contacts at the WDNR, and received a 
couple of possible explanations. One theo-
ry is that the zebra mussel population is 
moving to deeper water in an effort to find 
more food. This theory would imply that 
the zebra mussel population may not be 
declining, but it may be getting more diffi-
cult to see them. Another theory is that the 
warmer weather has caused oxygen levels 
to drop low enough in the shallow water 
areas of our lakes that the zebra mussels 
are having difficulty surviving there. A 
third theory is one that I read in a publica-
tion last year. The writer said that he’d 
seen yellow perch and small mouth bass 
nibbling at zebra mussels and he wondered 
if there was the possibility that lake fish 
could eventually reduce the zebra mussel 
levels in our lakes.   

Another person asked my why we can’t 
eat zebra mussels. So why not serve zebra 
mussel chowder at the Lauderdale Land-
ing? There actually are some really good 
reasons why we shouldn’t do this. Zebra 
mussels are basically high efficiency fil-
ters. Their ability to clear the lake water of 
suspended solids means that they are also 
good at removing things that could be bad 
for most birds and mammals (including 
humans). One of the things zebra mussels 
are able to ingest is bacteria that produce 
toxins like botulism.  

These toxins don’t affect zebra mussels, 
but can move up the food chain and affect 
fish, birds, and animals that do eat zebra 
mussels. I’d pass on the zebra mussel 
chowder and go with the tomato bisque. 
See you on the lake!! 

 
LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT  
ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 
 

By John Antonicic 
 
Once again the web site calendar has  
needed some repair. It was brought to my 
attention that someone trying to access the 
calendar was confronted with a page that 
said a Zend Optimizer needed to be down-
loaded. This had me stumped for a couple 
of days, but it turned out to be an update 
that was required to our web hosts soft-
ware. 
 

All is good now, sorry for 
any inconvenience! 
 
New in TOPICS are some doc-
uments regarding the effort to 
control the Purple Loosestrife 
invasive plants that have taken 
hold in some areas of the lake.  
Included are permits, proce-
dures, and maps showing the 
areas to be treated.  
 
Also the latest Shorelines, and 
Meeting Notes are available 
for viewing. 
 
Visit our website at: 
WWW.LLIA.ORG.   I can be 
emailed at:  jan-
tonicic@hotmail.com or tele-
phone 630-964-0393. 
 

PURPLE LOOSE-
STRIFE 

 PROJECT UPDATE 
FOR 2012 

By Herb Sharpless 
 
After the LLIA obtained DNR permits for 
treating the invasive plant, Purple Loose-
strife, on the mud flats in Don Jean Bay, 
notified the proposed treatment area ripari-
an property owners and then posted the 
lake boat launches and the work sites, 
Dave DeAnglis and Herb Sharpless re-
moved the seed heads and treated the re-
mainder of each plant with Rodeo during 
two weekends in early October.  We col-
lected six large garbage bags of seed heads 
from this wetland, so Purple Loostrife is 
well established on this site and the seed-
bed will produce plants requiring treat-
ment each year over the next 5-10 years! 
 
We also surveyed the wetlands along the 
western boundary of Don Jean Bay for this 
invasive plant and only located and treated 
two plants.  Since this work was done after 
most of the plants had flowered, it was 
hard to spot the existing Purple Loose-
strife.  The plants we located and treated 
were tall and likely several years old, so 
they have already spread seeds into their 
surrounding area.  Next season, we will 
secure permits earlier to allow Purple 
Loosestrife detection and treatment while 
the plant is flowering, which will allow us 
to locate and treat first year growth, which 
is much shorter than the plants we treated 

this year.  Fortunately, the western wet-
lands only seem to support a small popula-
tion of Purple Loosestrife. 
 
The marsh area of the Island Woods Pre-
serve in Middle Lake was included in the 
LLIA permitted treatment areas.  No Pur-
ple Loosestrife was located in this area. 
 
The Lake District treats the Purple Loose-
strife located in the wetlands along the 
golf course under their own DNR permit.  
They have used licensed contractors to 
complete this task for the past several 
years. 
 
Please keep the color insert from the Au-
gust Shorelines to help you identify Purple 
Loosestrife in any other areas of the 
Lauderdale Lakes shoreline next summer 
and to report your sighting to Herb Sharp-
less.  This plant started flowering in early 
July this year, a little earlier than usual. 
 
I want to thank Dave for his support in 
treating this invasive plant.  I can also re-
port he continues to pursue water sampling 
opportunities, even while helping treat the 
wetlands!  Ask him how cold were the 
water samples he collected in his waders? 
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ALERT – BANK BEAVERS 
DAMAGE MANY TREES  

ON GREEN LAKE PROPERTY 
By Herb Sharpless 

 
At the October LLIA Directors Meeting, 
Jon Jacobson reported that he had several 
trees chewed down or severally damaged 

by Bank Bea-
vers.  Bank 
Beavers make 
their den along 
the shorelines 
of water   
bodies, like our 
lakes.  They 
excavate a den 

into the shoreline, often with an entry hole 
at or below the water level.  The graphic 
shows a typical Bank Beaver home! 

 
Jon noted that the beavers prefer to gnaw 
down and to eat soft wood, like Birch and 
Ash, but they also have damaged one of 
his large Oak trees, apparently sharpening 
their teeth on the harder wood?  They drag 

the log section into the lake and 
bury it in the lake bottom, as a 

future source of food!  The smaller 
branches are removed and stored in their 
den, then eaten. 
 
If you see damage to one of the trees on 
your own property, like shown below, then 
you have lost that tree and you need to 
protect other, similar trees!  Jon has been 
wrapping the base of most of his trees with 
hardware cloth, available from local hard-
ware stores, to prevent beaver access. 
  
Other DNR approved management alterna-
tives are to have the beavers trapped or 
shoot them, when they are on your own 

property.  The Wis-
consin Beaver Trap-
ping Season runs 
from November 3 
through March 31, 
and most profession-
al trappers prefer to 
harvest beavers in 
January, when their 
fur coats are most 
dense. 
 

 

At the meeting, other Directors reported 
neighbors who have also had beaver dam-
age to trees.  Since Jon is now protecting 
his trees, the beavers will seek other 
sources of food, so monitor your shoreline 
trees and take immediate action, if signs of 
beaver damage are noticed. 
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