
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   

LLIA PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Lake Improvement 

Association Member,  

    

Welcome spring! It is nice to see that many 

resident's who didn't have an opportunity to 

spend much time over the winter are 

returning to the area. With the mild winter, 

activities in and around the lake weren't as 

abundant as some may have liked. I know 

that ice fishing barely began before it 

seemed like it was time to evacuate the 

melting lake. The magnificent ice 

sculptures built during the winter 

festival in Lake Geneva were 

scarcely recognizable by day's 

end.  

 

Our annual meeting will be held 

on June 9th at Lutherdale Bible 

Camp on Hwy 12.  Please come 

and enjoy the free breakfast 

social.  Bring your family and 

any neighbors or friends who 

would like to learn more about 

the LLIA.  

 

I would like to remind all of you who have 

not yet joined LLIA for 2012 to consider 

doing so. If you have already joined, we 

thank you for your membership and the 

many generous donations we received to 

the Fish Stocking program and Lake 

Preservation fund.  Your support will help 

keep our lakes in pristine condition for 

generations to come. Look for registration 

information on our website: LLIA.org.   

    

This edition of Shorelines is packed full of 

interesting, informational articles thanks to 

committee chairman or other volunteers.  

For instance, Rick Callaway has recapped 

information on membership and our annual 

meeting.  Don Henderson has gathered 

information you won't want to miss on the 

resurfacing of Highway 12 (page 2).  Did 

you know that the stretch of Highway 12 

leading from 67 to ES is one of the most 

busiest stretches of road in Walworth 

County?  You'll want to take a peek to 

figure out your best route to our lake 

community through early the summer.   

 

If you are an avid reader and/or you don't 

have internet at your residence, you may 

want to visit the library in Elkhorn-

formally called the Matheson Memorial 

Library.  Property owners can get a library 

card by bringing in a photo ID and a piece 

of mail with your name on it- such as a tax 

or utility bill.  Enjoy many of the same 

benefits there as you would at your 

hometown library...free Wi-Fi. 

 

The events you've come to know and love 

have all been scheduled and information is 

located throughout this edition of 

Shorelines.  You won't want to miss 

Cocktails with the Commodore, fireworks, 

the kids Fishing Jamboree, the Fire 

Department Steak Fry and the 2nd Annual 

KMLT Kookout.  

 

If you are unfamiliar with KMLT 

(Kettle Moraine Land Trust) read the 

article written by Jerry Petersen, 

KMLT President.  The Trust is 

working hard to oversee areas of land 

by preserving their natural state.  Island 

Woods here at Lauderdale Lakes and 

the Jackson Creek Preserve near 

Delavan Lake are two properties the 

Trust has acquired.  Look on page 9 for 

pictures and more information in 

regard to the great work they are doing.   

 

Make it a safe summer for all boaters, 

skiers and swimmers. Keep a courteous eye 

open for others and remember to wear life 

preservers; especially the young members 

of our lake community.  Best wishes for 

good weather and great times with family 

and friends.  

 

 

 

 

  

 Ron Mueller 
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The LLIA Annual Membership  

Meeting will be held on June 9th at 

Lutherdale Bible Camp on Hwy 12: 

   

9:00 AM FREE Breakfast Social 

9:45 AM Directors Meeting 

10:00 AM Membership Meeting 

 

Please come  



 

MEMBERSHIP 

By Rick Callaway 
 

Bring A Guest To Our Annual Meeting 

 

This is our 110th year as an Association. 

Congratulations to those of you who have 

been to each of our annual meetings. You 

have done your part. It is up to the rest of 

us to pick up the slack. 

 

Our Annual Meeting for 2012 will be on 

Saturday June 9, 2012, at the Lutherdale 

Bible Camp at 9:00 AM. This is an “Off” 

year which means there will be no new di-

rectory. Traditionally, our membership 

takes a slight dip in the non-directory years, 

but our mission and work must go on. Why 

don’t we try inviting non-members to our 

Annual Meeting and perhaps we could  

generate new interest? 

 

Of course, some of us have yet to renew 

our membership and this should be priority 

one, but our ongoing success is dependent 

on new, involved members. 

 

Why Join?  

The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Asso-

ciation, the LLIA, is your introduction to, 

and ongoing source of what is transpiring 

in the greater Lauderdale Lakes commu-

nity. Membership is $35.00 per year and 

includes a Directory which is updated 

every other year. 

 

Features of the Directory include emer-

gency contacts and officers and board 

members of:  

1.    The Lauderdale Lakes Improve-

ment Association 

2.    The Lauderdale Lakes lake Man-

agement District, LLMD 

3.    The Town of LaGrange 

4.    The Town of Sugar Creek 

Other groups introduced include: 

1.    The Water Safety Patrol 

2.    The Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

3.    The Lauderdale Lakes Aqua Ski-

ers 

4.    The Lauderdale Lakes Riders 

5.    The Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club 

6.    The Lauderdale Lakes Sailing 

Club 

 

 

 

Important Walworth County and 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-

sources (DNR) contacts are also provided. 

Members are informed about applicable 

local and state ordinances and how to  

obtain necessary building permits, includ-

ing permits for new piers and improvement 

of existing piers. 

 

Also provided are the local and permanent 

addresses and phone numbers of all resi-

dents and property owners within the 

Lauderdale Lakes Management District.  

This is done alphabetically and by sub-

division. 

 

Many local business and service providers 

support the LLIA by advertizing in our Di-

rectory, another source of local resources. 

 

Ongoing and developing information is 

provided by the LLIA publication of the 

“Shorelines” which is sent to all members 

quarterly. 

 

More reasons to become a member of the 

LLIA 

1.    The Association performs water 

quality tests of our lake and sup-

plies the information to the De-

partment of Natural Resources and 

various government environment 

agencies. 

2.    The Association works closely 

with the DNR in stocking our lake 

and promoting DNR surveys of 

our lake to determine the health of 

our fish population.  

3.    The Association sponsors an an-

nual “Children’s Fish Jamboree” 

to encourage and educate our 

youth to the sport of fresh water 

fishing. 

4.    The Association created and main-

tains a web site, www.llia.org , to 

communicate timely status of 

events and also supply a wealth of 

community information. 

 

Thank you for being a member of our Im-

provement Association and for encouraging 

membership for others.  
 

HIGHWAY 12 RESURFACING 

UNDERWAY 

By Don Henderson 

ELKHORN — An estimated 13,500 vehi-

cles travel daily along Highway 12 from its 

intersection with Wisconsin Highway 67 

near Elkhorn north to County Highway ES, 

making it one of the busiest stretches of 

road in Walworth County. 

And while that stretch of road still will be 

busy over the next three months, the 

amount of traffic should decrease signifi-

cantly along the hectic corridor. 

That’s because the Wisconsin Department 

of Transportation began a $1.64 million 

reconstruction project April 16, which will 

involve repaving and pavement marking, 

new signage and updated beam guards. 

The first six-week phase starts at the High-

way 12/67 interchange north to County 

Highway A, meaning that it will be closed 

to through traffic and affects travel times 

into and out of Elkhorn and the often hectic 

county courthouse area on County Highway 

NN. The detour will take drivers from 

Highway 12 to Interstate 43 and back to 

Wisconsin Highway 20. 

The second six-week phase goes from 

County A to Highway 20. The detour will 

be County A to County H to the west. 

However, semis will have to follow County 

A to Wisconsin Highway 89. 

DOT project manager Tom Lazcano knows 

that it will be a challenge, considering the 

timeline includes Memorial Day weekend 

and potentially the week of July 4 in such a 

tourism-dependent economy. 

“The most challenging area of the project is 

the portion from County Highway A to the 

south end,” Lazcano said. “The traffic vol-

umes are higher on that portion, and this is 

the portion the contractor is starting on.” 

Although the highway will be open to local 

traffic to maintain access to residents and 

businesses as much as possible, issues are 

sure to arise, but the Walworth County 

Sheriff’s Office hopes to keep such in-

stances to a minimum.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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THE ELKHORN LIBRARY 

WELCOMES YOU 

 By Angela Meyers 

Adult Services Librarian 
 

Matheson Memorial Library is located in 

downtown Elkhorn at the intersection of 

Wisconsin Street and Court Street.  The 

library has 6,517 resident borrowers and 

5,384 non-resident borrowers for a total of 

11,901 cardholders. The library serves 

residents in the following areas: City of 

Elkhorn, La Grange, Geneva, Sugar Creek, 

Lafayette and Delavan Township. Last 

year we checked out more than 208,000 

books, DVDs, audio CDs, music, maga-

zines and more! Our premium subscrip-

tions include access to free ebooks, audio-

books, music and videos!  

 

Our library prides itself on serving the 

whole family from babies to seniors. With 

a collection of more than 70,000 items and 

access to more than a million items in our 

42 library consortium, we can meet your 

information needs. You can reserve mate-

rials online via our SHARE catalog at 

www.elkhorn.lib.wi.us. We also have 15 

computers with high speed internet and 

Microsoft Office. We also have free Wi-Fi 

with Wi-Fi printing for a fee. Need some-

thing faxed? We offer that service as well! 

 

On June 9, at 10:30 AM we will have the 

kick off for our summer reading program 

for children, teens and adults. Starting this 

year, children will be encouraged to com-

plete a weekly reading and activity log to 

earn prizes. Adults will complete a fun 

library bingo activity sheet which includes 

reading books, visiting the library, attend-

ing a program and even reading to your 

children/grandchildren. All of these activi-

ties will earn you a chance to win cool 

prizes all summer long. We have lots of 

free programs planned for all ages 

throughout the summer. Visit our web site 

or our Facebook page for event details. 

 

If you are a property owner in the area, 

you can get a library card here at Mathe-

son Memorial Library! Simply bring a 

driver’s license (or other photo I.D.) and a 

piece of mail with your mailing address on 

it, such as a utility bill or tax bill. You do 

not need a library card to attend pro-

grams – summer visitors welcome! 

 

We hope to see you this summer. Come 

on down to pick up a summer read, check 

your email or attend one of our programs! 

The library is located at 101 N. Wisconsin 

Street, Elkhorn. We are open Monday-

Thursday 9am-8pm; Friday 9am-6pm; and 

Saturday 10am-2pm. Visit us at www.

elkhorn.lib.wi.us or www.facebook.com/

ElkhornLibrary. You can also sign up for 

our bi-monthly newsletter by visiting this 

quick link: http://eepurl.com/jzOQ1 

 

Questions? Please call us (262) 723-2678. 

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

2012 Town of LaGrange Election 

 

The Town Board Chairman and First Side 

Supervisor positions were up for election 

in 2012. Elections were held April 3, 2012 

and elected candidates serve two year 

terms on the Town Board. Frank Taylor 

and Dan Wilson were re-elected Town 

Chairman and First Side Supervisor 

 respectively.  

 

Town of LaGrange Committees are 

chaired and supported by the following 

Board Members: 

 

• Planning and Zoning – Jeff Schramm,       

Chair, Mark Bromley 

 

• Safety – Mark Bromley, Chair, Don  

    Sukala 

 

• Administrative and Finance – Frank 

    Taylor, Chair, Dan Wilson  

 

• Building and Roads – Don Sukala,  

    Chair  

 

• Communications Committee – Dan 

    Wilson, Chair 

 

Town Representative to Lauderdale Lakes 

Lake Management District – Don Sukala 

 

Town Of LaGrange Compost And 

Garbage/Recycling 

 

The Town of LaGrange and the Town of 

Sugar Creek both have contracted with 

John’s Disposal for garbage, recycling and 

trash removal.  Garbage collection is 

weekly.  Recycling is every other week, 

and trash collection is once per month.  

You may contact John’s Disposal on line 

www.johnsdisposal.com or call them at 

888.473.4701 to obtain a collection day 

schedule.  

 

Please note that the State of Wisconsin has 

regulations that prohibit John’s from col-

lecting electronic equipment such as TV’s, 

Computers, Printers, etc.  These must be 

disposed of at regulated locations.  Some 

of these are Best Buy stores, Goodwill 

stores, and in Elkhorn DP Recycling  

(262-723-2550).  

 

The Town asks all homeowners to place 

your garbage and recycling bins just at the 

edge of your driveway next to the Town 

road on collection day.  The Town roads 

are narrow and placing the containers on 

the road further reduces the road width 

making it difficult for cars to meet.  Home-

owners are also asked to move your gar-

bage and recycling bins away from the 

road and back to your home after the col-

lection has taken place that day.  Leaving 

the garbage and recycling bins along the 

Town roads is very visually distracting, 

and it also creates a hazard if they are in 

the way of passing cars and/or people out 

walking along the roads.  

 

(Continued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2012 

 

DATE                  EVENT 

5-19        1st Boating Safety Class 

5-27        Start of the LLYC Season 

6-2          2nd Boating Safety Class     

6-9         3rd Boating Safety Class 

6-9          LLIA Annual Membership Mtg. 

6-9         Elkhorn Library Kick Off 

6-16       KMLT Kookout 

7-7         Firework Display 

7-21       Kids Fish Jamboree 

8-11      Annual Fire Dept. Steak Fry  

8-11      LLIA Directors Meeting 
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The Town Compost Site is open on Satur-

days from 10 AM to 3 PM from April-

October for disposal of leaves, branches, 

etc..  Please remember to remove all plastic 

bags or other containers when leaving com-

post material at the drop-off site. No con-

crete blocks, broken concrete, steel, and 

demolished building material is accepted at 

the Compost Site. Note: IT IS UNLAW-

FUL TO DEPOSIT ANY GARBAGE, RE-

FUSE, INCLUDING YARD WASTE, 

ALONG ROADWAYS, PUBLIC OR PRI-

VATE PROPERTY OR ON WATERS OR 

ICE IN BOTH THE TOWN OF LA-

GRANGE AND SUGAR CREEK.  OF-

FENDERS WILL BE FINED FOR VIO-

LATING THIS ORDINANCE.  

  

The Town Compost Site is located on 

Sherwood Forest Road as shown on the 

map below.   

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

 

Annual Firemen’s Dance Raised Money 

For New Brush Fire Truck 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment’s annual dance was held on Saturday, 

April 21, 2012.  This Fund Raising Project 

resulted in contributions of $10950.  The 

money will be used to support the Depart-

ment Fire Fighters creation of the new Fire 

Truck they are building to specifically fight 

grass and brush fires.  All the Fire Fighters 

extend their appreciation to the community 

for supporting this Fund Raising Dance and 

Project.  

 

Are You Prepared For A Fire???? 

Fire is the nation's #1 disaster. Each year, 

fire kills more Americans than all natural 

disasters combined and at least 80% of all 

fire deaths occur in residences. Cooking is 

the primary cause of house fires and fire 

injuries, followed by heating fires. Careless 

smoking is the leading cause of fire 

deaths. More than 30% of the fires 

that kill young children are started by chil-

dren playing with fire. Many fires and 

deaths could be prevented by taking some 

simple precautions.  

 

“A Working Smoke Alarm Saves Lives” 

Whether you rent an apartment or own a 

home, an inexpensive smoke detector is a 

must. Approximately 90% of all homes in 

the U.S. have at least one smoke alarm. 

However, an alarm must be properly main-

tained in order to work. An estimated 40% 

of residential fires and three-fifths of resi-

dential fatalities occur in homes with non-

functioning alarms. Follow these safety 

recommendations: 

 

•    Install smoke detectors in each level of 

your home, especially near bedrooms.  

•    Test smoke detectors this spring as you 

return to your lake home and regularly 

in all homes and replace any weak bat-

teries immediately. Smoke detectors 

become less sensitive with age.  

•    Replace your smoke alarm every ten 

years.  

•    Change the battery at least once a year.  

Even homes with wired smoke detectors 

need to have the backup battery        

replaced annually. 

•    Never paint over a smoke detector!  

“Make Your Home Fire Safe” 

 

•    Inspect your home annually for poten-

tial fire hazards and correct them.  

•    Store flammable liquids and combusti-

ble materials in accordance with the 

manufacturer's safety guidelines and 

away from any heat source. 

•    Have wiring or electrical cords checked 

for bent, frayed or worn coverings.  

•   Follow all safety instructions when us-

ing a kerosene or LP heater or grill.  

•   Have a working fire extinguisher (ABC 

type for all fires) in key locations 

throughout your house, garage and work 

shop. Know how to use them properly.  

•   Contact the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 

Dept. or your local chapter of the 

American Red Cross for other fire 

safety tips or a safety inspection.  

“Have an Escape Plan and “Don’t try to 

fight the fire yourself.” 

 

•   Get out of the house; call 911 for help 

from a neighbor's phone or cell phone. 

•   Once you are out, stay out. Never enter 

a burning building. 

•    Have two escape routes out of each 

room. Consider escape ladders for 

sleeping areas on the second and third 

floor.  

• Sleep with your bedroom door closed. 

This offers you extra minutes of protec-

tion from smoke and toxic fumes. 

• In case of fire, drop to the floor and 

crawl or stay low close to the floor..  

• Feel the door before you open it. If it's 

hot, find another way out.  

•   Agree upon a safe location away from 

the house where everyone will meet.  

•   Practice your escape plan. Conduct a 

home fire drill at least twice a year. 

•    Quiz your children about the plan every 

six months. “If disaster strikes, remain 

calm and put your plan into action. 

Will A Fire Truck Or Ambulance Be 

Able To Come Up Your Driveway? 

 

We are very fortunate to live in the Lauder-

dale Lakes community even if we only en-

Continued on page 5) 4 

ANNUAL FIRE DEPARTMENT 

STEAK FRY IS PLANNED FOR 

SATURDAY AUGUST 11, 2012 

AT THE LANDING ON THE 

SHORE OF LAUDERDALE 

LAKES – MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR NOW! 



(Continued from page 4) 

joy it on weekends.  The lake is pristine 

and the surrounding hills and lush growth 

of trees, shrubs, flowers and lawns make a 

beautiful place to enjoy.  As you are well 

aware many of the roads to our homes are 

quite narrow and often the driveway to a 

home is also narrow with trees and other  

 

plantings along each side.  Fire Chief 

Curly Duerst asks that we be sure our 

driveways and roads do not interfere with 

the arrival of an ambulance or fire truck 

when the need is great.  Fire Trucks and 

Rescue Vehicles need a full 12 foot clear-

ance in height and width to reach your 

home quickly and without damaging the 

vehicle.  If you are not sure your driveway 

has the needed clearance,  contact the Lau-

derdale-LaGrange Fire Department Chief 

(telephone 262 495 8610), and one of the 

fire fighters will come to your home and 

help you be sure the clearance is adequate.   
 

BOATING SAFETY COURSES 

2012 

By Ken Blanke 
 

Three Wisconsin DNR-sanctioned boating 

safety courses will 

be offered this 

spring by the Lau-

derdale Lakes Wa-

ter Patrol.  The 

two-day class 

dates and loca-

tions are as fol-

lows: 
 
May 19-20 Lutherdale Bible Camp – max 
class size 40 – pre-register by May 12 
 
June 02-03  LLLMD Community Center – 

max class size 20 – pre-register by May 26 
 
June 09-10 LLLMD Community Center – 
max class size 20 – pre-register by June 02 
 
The Lutherdale Bible Camp is located at 
N7891 US Hwy 12, Elkhorn, WI 53121 
and the LLLMD Community Center is lo-
cated at N7511 Sterlingworth Drive, Elk-
horn, WI 53121 (adjacent to LL Country 
Club near Hwy 12).   
 
Call this number to pre-register for the 

class to ensure there is an available seat 

as these classes fill up quickly 

262-882-2030. When pre-registering, in 

addition to the class date, please be pre-

pared to leave the correct spelling of the 

student’s name, date of birth, a contact 

name and telephone number. 

 

Each student must have a DNR Cus-

tomer ID.  To obtain this ID call 888-936-

7463, 7 days a week, 7 am – 10 pm.  Bring 

this number with you the day of class as 

part of the final registration process. There 

is a $10 course registration fee that will be 

collected during registration on the first 

day of the class. 

 

The courses are open to adults and to chil-

dren, 10 years and older. A parent must 

accompany their child to course registra-

tion which will take place between 8:30 – 

9:00 am on the first day. The formal class 

will start at 9:00 am. The classes will run 

until 4:00 pm on the first day (Saturday) 

and until approximately 1:00 pm on the 

second day (Sunday).  Although compli-

mentary water and soda will be provided, 

students need to bring a sack lunch. When 

attending the class, wear comfortable 

clothing and bring paper and pencils. 

There will be a written test at the end of 

the course. 

 

Successful completion of a DNR boating 

safety class is required for anyone between 

the ages of 12 and 15 who wishes to oper-

ate a personal watercraft (PWC, which 

includes jet-skis, wave-runners etc.), or 

wishes to operate a conventional power-

boat without an adult onboard.  Addition-

ally, there is a NEW LAW which states 

that anyone born on or after January 1, 

1989 (and at least 16 years of age) must 

have a boating safety certificate in order to 

operate a powerboat Wisconsin’s water-

ways. So if you will be 23 this year (or are 

younger), you need a boating certificate to 

operate a PWC or a boat (without parental 

supervision). 

 

Anyone interested in the availability of 

other courses may call 800-336-BOAT or 

visit the Wisconsin DNR website at www.

dnr.state.wi.us for more information. 

 

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Brian Walsh 
 

The Fish Committee is looking forward to 

an exciting summer season.  We are in the 

midst of several projects and we are al-

ways looking for volunteers.  We will be 

holding our next meeting on May 19th at 

9:00 AM in the LLIA house over on the 

golf course.  If you want to see what the 

Committee is all about, please stop by.  

We will also be constructing fish cribs on 

May 5th at 9:00 AM.  We will be meeting 

in the Landing’s parking lot.  If you can 

help, please let me know.  I can be reached 

at 847-672-7729 or bwalsh@emt.com. 

 

The next major event we will be hosting 

will be the Fish Jamboree on July 21st.  As 

we get closer to the event, more details 

will follow.  But to wet the line a little so 

to speak, this year we will be having nu-

merous displays as always, great prizes for 

all the anglers and a few new twists.  This 

is the event of the summer that you do not 

want to miss.  Speaking of prizes, we are 

looking for donations for this year’s event.  

If you know of someone or some organiza-

tion that may be able to donate prizes, 

please let me know. 

 

We are still actively pursuing the construc-

tion and implementation of the fish cribs. 

We have some locations to install them 

and continue to receive donations for the 

supplies.  Thank you to all who have 

helped and to all that will help.  If you 

want to join this fun activity, please con-

tact Jeff Angst or myself.  Again, if you 

help and volunteer, we will give you first 

dips on the locations of the cribs once they 

are placed in the lake. 

 

For the 2012 fish stocking, we have our 

order placed.  The fish committee may 

have been a little over eager when we 

placed our reservation and we requested 

more fish then we have funds to pay for.  

When the fish are stocked in the Fall, if we 

can’t pay for the additional fish they will 

not be stocked.  This is the part where I 

put on my groveling pants and ask for do-

nations.  When you renew your member-

ship to the LLIA, if you can afford to do-

nate any additional funds to the fish stock-

ing it would be greatly appreciated.  All 

the funds that are earmarked for the stock-

ing go directly to the fish and it does help. 

I have seen more Walleye’s caught over 

the last year than my entire 36 years on the 

lake combined.  For those of you who 

don’t believe, here’s a picture as proof.  

This fish was released and is still swim-

ming. 
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I would like to leave you with some infor-

mation about eating the fish from Lauder-

dale.  There was an educational article 

published in the “Lake Tides Newsletter”, 

Volume 37, No. 1 Winter 2012.  The arti-

cle is entitled “Hey, Can I Eat this? Fish 

Consumption Advisories in Wi.” and is 

authored by Sony Rowe and Candy 

Schrank, Fisheries Management, WDNR.  

The article is too long to attach here but 

can be viewed on the LLIA website.  

While the Fish Committee is recom-

mending practicing catch and release on 

game fish (Bass, Walleye and Northern) 

as we continue to attempt to improve 

those fisheries, you can’t get a much bet-

ter meal then a couple of pan fish.  Over 

the years I’ve heard concerns about eat-

ing the fish so I thought this would be 

beneficial.  I spoke with Sonya and she 

recommended that if you consume fish 

from Lauderdale, you should follow the 

general statewide advisory.  The general 

statewide advisory is stated on this page. 

 

FISHING LAUDERDALE 

By Abe Goldsmith 
 

 It has been said that taking trophy fish or 

animals diminishes the gene pool. 

  

With modern technology, such as pocket-

sized cell phones having excellent photo 

taking ability, it seems that the need to 

take trophies for mounting has dimin-

ished significantly and a good photo will 

suffice. 

  

Last summer I watched as a fisherman 

reeled in a 7-pound bass that he 

caught on a plastic frog lure. This 

lure scoots across lilly pads as it is reeled 

in. 

  

 I got jealous, so I ran to  

Cabella’s and bought a couple. 

  

When I caught my first bass on 

the new lure- it was not 7 

pounds- I was dismayed to find 

that I couldn’t dislodge the hook 

as it was caught so deep in the 

fish’s gullet it was impossible to 

remove without killing the fish.  

  

I have taken the new lures out of 

my tackle box. 

  

Like many other fishermen on Lauderdale 

Lakes, I like catching bass, but I also like 

releasing them to breed and to catch again. 

  

So, fish and have enjoyment. Just make 

sure that the lure you use matches your 

fishing objective. If it is catch and release, 

enable the fish to survive. If you fish for 

table food, ok  Just  adhere to the size and 

catch limits.   

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
Sunnyside 

 

By the 1920s it had become popular for 

Chicagoans with means to own properties 

in Wisconsin that they could visit to escape 

the heat of the city in summer, said Bob 

Crapple of Sunnyside cottage (LL726) on 

Middle Lake. Crapple’s own grandparents, 

Rocco and Antoinette Crapple, followed 

the trend and began looking for something 

to buy in Lake Geneva in 1920. “But 

Rocco,” an Italian-American, “found that 

there was prejudice against Italians in Lake 

Geneva, so he went further,” Crapple said. 

Lauderdale proved more to his liking. 

 

Rocco’s father, Egidio Rocco Crapullo, 

had emigrated from southern Italy around 

the time of the great Chicago fire. Ac-

cording to Crapple, Egidio American-

ized his name and, starting with a 

push cart, began collecting scrap 

metal from burned out buildings. He 

established a successful junk business 

and began buying properties in Chi-

cago’s Little Italy. Following Egidio’s 

death, Rocco sold the properties and 

may have used some of the proceeds 

to buy his Wisconsin property. 

 

At Lauderdale, Rocco found Cooper’s 

Mid-Lake Subdivision, a collection of 

50-foot lots on and off Middle Lake. 

Only about six lots had houses built 

on them. In the early 20s, Rocco paid 

$1,000 each for two lakefront lots at 

the top of a hill along the north shore 

of Middle Lake. “This was a lot to 

pay in the 1920s,” Crapple said, add-

ing that the property’s value probably 

did not rise above that until about 

1970.  

 

Sunnyside, Rocco’s and Antoinette’s 

cottage, was built in 1925 and fea-

tured a kitchen, living area with fire-

place, two bedrooms, one bath and a 

40-foot porch with double-hung win-

dows along the lake side. A similar 

room on the backside functioned as a 

dining room, and a lower level housed 

laundry, a workroom and a bathtub. A 

pump house that sat atop a nearby spring 

provided lake water to the house. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Safe –eating guidelines – 

 for most of Wisconsin’s inland (non-great 

lakes) waters 

 

Women of childbearing years, nursing moth-

ers and all children under 15 may eat: 

 

1 meal per “week” – Bluegill, croppies, yellow 

perch, sunfish, bullheads and inland trout;  

 

and 

 

1 meal  per ”month” – Walleye, pike, bass, cat-

fish and all other species. 

 

Do not eat – Muskies. 

 

Women beyond their childbearing years and 

men may eat: 

 

Unrestricted* - Bluegill, croppies, yellow perch, 

sunfish, bullheads and inland trout;  

 

1 meal  per “week” – Walleye, pike, bass, cat-

fish and all other species. 

 

and 

 

1 meal  per “month” -  Muskies 
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The couple had five children. Rocco, a 

banker with Continental Bank in Chicago, 

and his sons and brothers spent much of 

their summers building things at Sun-

nyside, Crapple said. Since the house stood 

75 feet above lake level, they built a set of 

85-100 concrete steps down to the shore. 

Starting at the top, they made forms and 

mixed concrete using lake water and gravel 

from the property. They also built retaining 

walls, including one they called the 

“solarium”, a curved wall intended to catch 

and soak up the copious sunshine that the 

south facing hillside received. Atop the 

wall, a garden benefitted from the warming 

that the wall received. Both the steps and 

the solarium remain in use today. 

 

The men also built a barge using oil drums 

and a platform on which they mounted a 

Model T Ford engine that would run a 

pump. They pumped sludge from the lake 

bottom over an iron retaining wall they had 

built in the water and secured with cables 

that ran back into the hillside. The sludge 

was topped with gravel to make a new 

shoreline and a now grassy strip of flat 

land 30-50 feet deep.  

 

Being Italian, Rocco also built arbors and 

swings and planted trees. Antoinette was a 

great gardener, Crapple said. He recalled 

that despite the bathtub in the original cot-

tage, Rocco preferred throughout his life to 

walk down and take a bath in the lake. The 

couple retired at Sunnyside, spending win-

ters either back in Chicago or in a rented 

house in Palmyra. “The house had coal-

fired central heating, but the hill it was on 

was not accessible in the winter,” Crapple 

noted. 

 

In summer, the entire family visited. Bob, 

his brother George, and their cousins slept 

on the porch, and Crapple recalls hearing 

two sounds as he woke in the morning. 

“The first was my grandfather making cof-

fee at 7 a.m., and the second was cows 

lowing.” The land around the springs at 

that end of Middle Lake was largely pas-

ture, and the cows would come down to 

the Lake to drink in the mornings. Being 

city kids, the children particularly rel-

ished that sound. 

 

While Bob, George and the cousins were 

growing up, the family had only rowboats 

to get around the lake. The exception was 

a sailboat that Crapple’s father, also 

George, built and sailed for many years. 

Crapple recalls an uncle who liked to fish 

across Middle Lake by the springs. “At 

lunchtime my aunt would call from the top 

of the hill for him to come home, and he’d 

have to row home from the springs for 

lunch,” he said. 

 

Then in 1955, Bob and George bought a 

Chris-Craft runabout kit boat that Crapple 

said took over half their garage at home. 

They built the boat over the course of a 

year. “Our first motor was a 25 horse 

power Sea King, and we thought we were 

the kings of the Lake,” he said. 

 

Following the deaths of Rocco and 

Antoinette, Crapple’s father, George Sr., 

bought the property from his siblings. Be-

fore doing so, he consulted his sons, be-

cause he wanted them to commit to helping 

him expand the cottage, Crapple said. The 

three worked on the house and property, 

adding, among other things, a swimming 

pool in 1973 to make it easier for the elder 

Crapples, now George and Marion, to take 

a dip.  

 

By 1980 Bob and George owned the prop-

erty, and in 1995 they added a second floor 

and also built a tennis court and jungle 

gym, purchasing additional lots over time. 

In 2004, George bought neighboring 

LL725 from Caroline Beck, who had 

owned it since the 1940s. That cottage had 

been known as Ar-Ben-y-Bryn (a Google 

search reveals that the phrase is Welsh for 

“On top of the hill”). It is now fittingly 

called Hilltop and has become integral to 

the Crapple compound. Three generations 

now enjoy the property, including two sets 

of grandparents, six children and 13 

grandchildren. 

 

LAUDERDALE  SAILING 

CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

 Hope everyone enjoyed the wonderful 

mild winter in Southern Wisconsin. That 

means the Lake warms up quicker and we 

can get back to what we do best, do all the 

work involved with the change of seasons. 

I always wonder what people in warm 

climes do with the time we spend putting 

in and taking out our boats. Regardless it’s 

time. Some sailboats have been in the wa-

ter since late March. We in the Sailing 

Club are an enthusiastic bunch if nothing 

else.  

 

We will be starting our Season with our 

Brunch at the Lakes Community Center on 

the Country Club grounds. Any interested 

persons are very welcome to attend. We 

sail every Sunday starting June 3rd. 

 

 One thing that will be different that all 

should be aware of is that the Harry S 

Truman Regatta (which has taken place for 

36 yrs) will be moving from Labor Day 

Sunday to the week following Labor Day. 

This should ease the congestion we cause 

going through the channel on that busy 

weekend. Our race on Labor Day Sunday 

will be confined to Green Lake only.  

(Continued on page 8) 7 
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Check us out on the web at www.

lauderdalesailingclub.com 

 

See all the happy faces at the parties and 

the race winners. It is a grand way to spend 

Sunday morning learning a skill and enjoy-

ing the Lakes. Interested, please contact 

Peter,  pvk@elknet.net and let us help get 

you started. Hope to see you at the Brunch. 

If not maybe you would just like to go sail-

ing, I would be happy to arrange that any 

time. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE 

MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT 

TOPICS 

By Peter Van Kampen 

 

Septic Pumping 

 

The Lake District has been managing the 

pumping of septic systems around the 

Lakes for 16 years. The District got in-

volved in this service to protect the Lakes 

from failing septic systems. Many failing 

systems were identified and either repaired 

or replaced with holding tanks.  

 

The practice of pumping and inspecting 

septic tanks every 3 year has now been a 

requirement of the County for all home-

owners. In 2011 the Lake District again 

opened the pumping / inspecting service 

for bidding by several local companies. 

The low bidder was approved by the board 

in the Fall so beginning this Spring. Asso-

ciates Septic Services will be providing 

this service to Lake District members. This 

service is paid for through a special charge 

on property tax bills. By negotiating as a 

group we are able to save money for each 

property owner and collectively we will 

save thousands of dollars over the life of 

the 6 year contract. We wish to thank the 

Otto Jacobs Company for providing this 

service for the past many years. 

 

Since we are making this change we 

thought it would be appropriate to review 

some of the important points of Septic 

pumping/inspecting: 

 

1.  You should know where your septic is. 

The new company will be sending out a 

letter introducing their company. In 

the letter they tell you about a yel-

low flag that will be sent to each home-

owner who’s septic are to be pumped/

inspected in the next few weeks. Please 

place this flag on or near your septic 

since this driver has never been to your 

property before. If you don’t know 

where you’re septic is, now is a good 

time to search it out. 

2.   Your septic will be inspected as well as 

pumped. It is important to you as a 

property owner that you’re septic is 

working properly. It is equally impor-

tant to you that all septic systems 

around the Lakes are working properly. 

Keeping these Lakes clean is imperative 

for you to maintain your property value 

and for the people that will continue to 

enjoy these special Lakes for genera-

tions to come.     

3.   In the past the County sent out cards 

that you were to use to report that your 

septic had been pumped. This new 

company will do this for you. So even if 

you get a card in the mail, you can just 

throw it away. 

4.   If you experience any problems with 

your septic system, Lance Petrasek, the 

owner of Associates is a soils and septic 

expert. Feel free to contact him any 

time for questions or problems. (262) 

495-7004. His web page is: www.

thesoiltester.com and he lives within a 

few miles of Lauderdale. You can also 

contact Wally Yandell who has been 

managing the septic program for the 

Lake District for many years. His num-

ber is 723 7558 

 

The Lake District appreciates everyone’s 

cooperation and participation in this pro-

gram 

 

Piers on Lauderdale 

 

The State of Wisconsin has been working 

on new legislation regarding piers for some 

years. A new law has been passed and 

signed into law. The Lake District will be 

working with the Town on how this im-

pacts the Town Ordinance which, by law 

may be stricter than the State Law. 

We do not know at this time how this will 

play out but will keep you informed as it 

does. In the mean time the following is in 

effect and should be continued to be fol-

lowed.  

 

Following the procedure to make pier 

changes is easy: 

 

First read the pier ordinance on the Town 

Website or in the LLIA Directory (page 

27). 

 

Second, Contact the Lakes Management 

District’s Pier Inspector, Bill Chesen 262 

930 8655 and give him a sketch and  

dimensions of your existing pier and/or 

new or remodeled pier proposal for your 

property.  The Pier Inspector will advise 

you if a permit is or is not required, issue a 

permit, or recommend that you take your 

proposal to the Town Board for a hardship 

variance consideration. There is a $50 fee 

payable to the Lake District.   

 

Remember that you as the property owner 

are responsible to obtain the permit and 

assure legal conformance.  A contractor 

may do this for you, but it is the property 

owner responsibility to be sure that the Pier 

Inspector has been contacted, that appro-

priate approval has been given and that the 

pier is built according to the permit.   

 

The Town has revised the ordinance to 

make it easier for repairs to be completed. 

Still you need the concurrence of the Pier 

Inspector.  The Lauderdale Lakes Lake 

Management District in cooperation with 

the Town has surveyed the piers and non- 

conforming piers noted.  Some property 

owners were contacted to bring their non- 

conforming piers into conformance in 2010 

and 2011. This process will continue until 

all piers are in conformance.    

  

LAUDERDALE LAKES YACHT 

CLUB 

By Nancy Thelen 

 

We’re having a Boat Load of Fun and WE 

WANT YOU to join us!  Everyone is wel-

come to join us for Cocktails with the 

Commodore on Sunday, May 27th, at The 

Monte Carlo Room from 6:00 to 10:00 pm.  

This is the perfect opportunity to greet old 

friends and make new ones.  The Aqua 

Skiers will be joining us with a fabulous 

array of silent auction items. A bountiful 

buffet will be served accompanied by toe-

tapping tunes.    

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Membership is not required to attend, al-

though I’m positive you will want to join 

after enjoying this FUN evening! 

 

One of our most popular events, Taste of 

the Lakes, will return on Saturday, June 

23rd.  The Summer Olympics are coming to 

us!  That’s right, visit London right here on 

Lauderdale Lakes!  LLYC members will be 

teaming up with area restaurants to offer 

a palate-pleasing entertaining afternoon.   

This popular activity is open to mem-

bers & their off lake guests.  Members 

will receive a flyer in early June.  This 

event sells our quickly; so register early!  

 

For more information on LLYC mem-

bership & a complete list of events, visit 

llyclub.com.  Inquiries are welcome via 

email:  lauderdalelakesyachtclub@gmail.

com or call Commodore Nancy at 262-742-

4161. 

 

KETTLE MORAINE  

LAND TRUST (KMLT) 

By Jerry Petersen, President 
 

Mark June 16th on your calendar for the 

Second Annual KMLT Kookout.  This year 

it will be at Lake Lawn Resort where we 

will be celebrating a successful completion 

of Phase One of the Delavan Lake water-

shed initiative (WIN) project.  Several door 

prizes are planned, including a certificate 

for a family of four to enjoy a boat tour of 

Delavan Lake, a framed watercolor of De-

lavan Lake, and 18 holes of golf & cart at 

Lake Lawn.  For those interested, there will 

be a regular Lake Lawn boat tour at 4 pm 

that day.  

We entered 2012 with a long “to do” list.  

At the top of the list was to complete the 

acquisition of our third preserve.  In addi-

tion to Island Woods here at Lauderdale, 

we own Jackson Creek Preserve near De-

lavan Lake.  In the next few weeks we will 

be acquiring a nine acre preserve near Lake 

Beulah.  The funds for this acquisition are 

being provided by a Stewardship Grant 

from the WI DNR.  The flora on this prop-

erty has been very well maintained, includ-

ing an endangered plant; the Cream Gen-

tian.  Although the property is not riparian, 

there are great views of Lake Beulah from 

the bluff upon which the property sits.  It is 

near the Beulah Bog state nature land, 

which the Trust helps maintain.  Visit our 

website: kmlandtrust.org for more informa-

tion. 

 

Here at Lauderdale, our work to improve 

our Island Woods flora is ongoing.  Garlic 

Mustard is a “forever” battle.  Spring is the 

time to spray or pull.  Spraying works well 

if you can hit it with Round-Up before 

other plants are emerging.  Most of us have 

it invading our yards.  Look for its white 

flower as shown in the photo to the right.  

It has a two year cycle where the flower 

and seed form in the second year.  If you 

pull it with seeds, be sure to secure the 

pulled plants in plastic bags so that the 

seeds being formed can’t later take root. 

 

In late April, we hosted twenty four Elk-

horn High School students at our Jack-

son Creek Preserve.  Despite the gray 

rainy day, we all put in six hours “in the 

field” with a break for lunch inside the 

sports facility just north of the Preserve.  

The students learned how wetlands help 

protect lake water quality by filtering 

watershed runoff.  The students were 

also a great help to us in removing some 

old fence posts and invasive plants.  

LLIA Board members also pitched in as 

shown in the photo below, where Dave 

DeAngelis and Debbie Ferrari were 

working together to pull barbed wire off 

a fence post so that the post could be re-

moved.  In the photo to the right, a group 

of students learned how to differentiate 

oaks by the shape of their leaves from 

volunteer Walter Mirk.   
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Become a Kettle Moraine Land Trust Member 

 
Join us in becoming a Kettle Moraine Land Trust member with your tax-deductible 

membership.  In addition to supporting KMLT work, members receive newsletters and 

notices of special events.   

 

� Yes, I would like to become a Kettle Moraine Land Trust member! 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City __________________________________________ State ________________________ 

 

Zip _________________ Phone ________________________________________________ 

 

Email _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please mail this completed form  

with your check to: 

 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

P. O. Box 176 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

 

KMLT is a 501(c)(3)  

not-for-profit organization. 

Membership levels: 

Member                  $35 – $99                ______ 

Conservationist      $100 – $ 249            ______ 

Naturalist*              $250 - $499             ______ 

Visionary*              $500 – $999            _______                                

Legend Builder*     $1000 and up          _______     

 

*Donations of $250 and up qualify to have an 

engraved brick  placed on the Overlook at Island 

Mark June 16th on your calendar 

for the Second Annual KMLT 

Kookout.  This year it will be at 

Lake Lawn Resort. 



(Continued from page 9) 

Jackson Creek flows from our Preserve, 

under Hwy 67, to the west across the 

Schulz property, and into a settling pond 

on Town of Delavan land.  Beyond there, 

the water enters the open water of the De-

lavan Inlet.  We are utilizing state DNR 

funding, working with the Southeastern 

Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 

(SEWRPC), to design improved creek 

flowage across the Schulz property where 

steep banks are currently eroding causing 

large quantities of silt to be carried toward 

their lake.  

 

Last fall was a very busy time for the Trust 

as we finalized our application for Ac-

creditation to the Land Trust Accreditation 

Commission in Saratoga Springs, New 

York.  Accreditation involves an intensive 

review of the performance of the Trust to 

the standards set forth in 2004 by the na-

tional Land Trust Alliance.  We will be 

formally notified of the Commission’s de-

cision by Labor Day.  Being Accreditated 

will assure all of our supporters that we 

can be fully relied upon to manage all of 

our affairs to a very high standard, as well 

assure all our donors that the IRS will fully 

honor their claims for tax donation credits. 

 

I strongly encourage anyone interested in 

conservation to become a member, and to 

join one of our committees.  We especially 

seek more members on our Stewardship 

Committee, that manages our properties 

and Easements, and on our Outreach Com-

mittee which gets our messages out.  If 

you are interested, please call me on 262-

742-2367, or Maggie Zoellner our Pro-

gram Manager on 262-949-7211, or e-mail 

me at jerry@kmlandtrust.org.  Donations 

of $250 and above qualify for an 

engraved brick to be installed at 

our Island Woods Overlook on Oak Park 

Road.  Also, please visit our website 

kmlandtrust.org.  We offer annual  

memberships for donations of $35 and 

above.  Members will receive perks such 

as free food at our events.  Our member-

ship form is reproduced on  pg. 9. 

 

ELKHORN AREA HIGH 

SCHOOL AP SCIENCE  

STUDENTS 

 LEARN ABOUT WETLANDS 

By Herb Sharpless 
 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust and Lauderdale 

Lakes Improvement Association joined 

with Elkhorn Area High School AP sci-

ence students for their annual field trip/

work day at Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

Jackson Creek Preserve on April 25, 2012.  

This preserve is a 24 acre wetlands located 

on the east side of Hwy 67 just south of 

I43 in Elkhorn and adjacent to the Four 

Lakes Athletic Club. 

 

The 24 students participated in three tasks 

lead by their teachers and members of the 

sponsoring organizations.  The first task 

included learning about the wetland that 

Jackson Creek Preserve conserves and 

how the Land Trust manages this property, 

the wetland role of improving water qual-

ity flowing in the Jackson Creek watershed 

to Lake Delavan, and observing the impact 

of channelized portions of the creek down-

stream from the Preserve.  They also 

learned about two key plants present in the 

Preserve:  invasive Reed Canary grass and 

native Sedges.  A prescribed burn was 

contracted to take place on the northern 

portion of the Preserve before the field 

trip, but weather conditions this spring 

have not yet been favorable for this burn 

to be executed.  Burns help restore the na-

tive prairie plants in the wetland, by killing 

off many invasive species of plants.  The 

second task was to sample water flowing 

in Jackson Creek to learn about the nutri-

ments it contains and invertebrate life it 

supports.  The third task was to remove 

two sections of old farm fencing located 

along the northern and southern bounda-

ries of the Preserve.  The metal and wood 

fence posts, strung with rusted barbed wire 

were a hazard to the maintenance of the 

Preserve, specifically the mowing of fire-

breaks necessary to control prescribed 

burns used by the Land Trust to help man-

age the wetland. 

 

Although most of the day was overcast and 

rain dampened all our clothing, the tasks 

were completed with considerable learning 

and some fun.  The Four Lakes Athletic 

Club supported the group with access to 

their facility for group discussions and 

drying off over a lunch break.  The 

wooden fence posts will be recycled by the 

Lauderdale Lakes Fish Club into fish cribs 

they are constructing and placing in the 

Lauderdale Lakes to improve fish habitat, 

and the metal fence posts will be recycled 

to recover their iron. 
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WHAT’S NEW WITH 

AQUATIC 

 INVASIVE SPECIES? 

Audrey Green 

Lake Specialist and AIS  

Coordinator for Walworth 

County Land Use & Resource 

Management 
 

The last few years have had good news and bad 

news for aquatic invasive species (AIS) in Wal-

worth County. Talking to boaters at the various 

launches showed that a large percentage of 

them were aware of and following the required 

prevention steps for boaters and anglers. These 

laws were put into effect in order to prevent the 

spread of Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia 

(VHS). Surveys conducted around the State 

every year show that these prevention steps are 

working. No new water bodies have any signs 

of VHS. For any readers that are unaware of 

the AIS prevention steps required by law to be 

taken by all boaters and anglers, they are:  

 

1.   Before leaving a boat launch you must in-

spect your boat, trailer and equipment and 

remove visible aquatic plants, animals and 

mud. 

2.   Drain all water from your boat, motor, 

bilge, and live wells before leaving the 

launch. 

      Exception: You may take 2 gallons of wa-

ter being used to hold minnows that can be 

legally transported. 

3.   Never move live fish from a water body, 

the WI DNR considers a fish dead if it is 

out of water. *Putting your catch on ice will 

keep them fresh* 

      Exception: You may take your minnows 

(in 2 gallons of water) with you. If you 

have not added any water or fish from the 

water body to them, you can use the min-

nows anywhere. If you have added water or 

fish to your minnows you must only use 

them on the same water body. 

In 2010 and 2011 (10) lakes in Walworth 

County were tested for the presence of zebra 

mussels and/or spiny waterflea. Most of the 

lakes showed no new invasive species, unfortu-

nately Whitewater Lake and Turtle Lake were 

confirmed as having zebra mussels. Chances 

are good that the zebra mussels were intro-

duced to the lakes before the new laws went 

into effect but it is still disappointing. The good 

news though is that no spiny waterflea have 

been found in any of our Walworth County 

lakes.  
 
Chapter NR 40, Wisconsin’s Aquatic Invasive 

Species Identification, Classification and Pre-

vention Law went into effect on September 1, 

2009 and will certainly protect our lakes from 

many invasive species, but we are still finding 

the results of the pre-NR40 era. In the past few 

years, some very aggressive non-native aquatic 

plants have been discovered on or near Delavan 

Lake. Many of you have heard about the Yel-

low Floating Heart, Nymphoides peltata, that 

was planted in some stormwater ponds which 

empty to Delavan Lake. While a rapid response 

project seems to have eradicated, this now pro-

hibited plant, the ponds and lakeshore continue 

to be monitored. A year later, another ex-

tremely invasive plant was found in the De-

lavan Lake Outlet. That invasive is Nelumbo 

nucifera or commonly known as Sacred Lotus. 

It is unfortunate that so many invasive plants 

and animals are introduced because they are 

pretty or cute and people find it hard to believe 

they are truly a nuisance that can cause great 

damage to a lake. In this case, it is possible that 

it was mistaken for our native Lotus Nulumbo 

lutea. Regardless, no aquatic plant, even a na-

tive, can be planted in a water body of the State 

without a permit from the DNR. This plant 

went unnoticed until 2010 when conditions 

were perfect for it to exhibit an explosion of 

growth and take over a very large area. Another 

rapid response project was put into effect to 

attempt eradication. It is far too early to claim 

success yet and constant monitoring by the De-

lavan Lake Sanitary District (DLSD) staff and 

the Walworth County Lake Specialist is taking 

place. In the fall of 2010, a third AIS was dis-

covered in Delavan Lake, this time in the inlet 

area. This plant was Water Pennywort or Hy-

drocotyle ranunculoides. There are several spe-

cies of Hydrocotyle. Some are native to Wis-

consin but H. ranunculoides is not, it is native 

to some areas of Illinois. This infestation ap-

peared to be quite small and as soon as positive 

identification was obtained from the Freck-

mann Herbarium, a plan was formed to hand 

pull it. Unfortunately the excellent fall growing 

season resulted in a population explosion so a 

new plan was formed that used a chemical her-

bicide application. This plant will most likely 

require additional treatments and a long period 

of monitoring before it can be considered eradi-

cated.   
 
Luckily, in all three of these cases the invasives 

were discovered before they became estab-

lished because someone was paying attention. 

The staff of WI DNR, DLSD and Walworth 

County LURM and involved citizens reacted 

quickly and worked long and hard to eradicate 

these invasive plants before they became estab-

lished in the lake. There are, however, some 

important lessons to be learned from these 

three incidents.  

1.   Never put any plant or animal in a water 

body without talking to the DNR and re-

ceiving a permit. 
 
2.   Be aware that just because a plant is pretty 

does not mean it won’t cause huge prob-

lems on your lake.  
 
3.   Plants and animals may be native, even 

prized, to one area but very invasive and 

unwanted somewhere else. 
 
4.   To protect your lake, learn what is native 

and what is invasive. When you are out on 

the lake, be aware. 
 
To find out more about aquatic invasive species 

so that you can be on the look out for your 

lake, or if you are interested in learning what it 

takes to become a volunteer AIS monitor for 

your lake please contact Audrey Greene, Lake 

Specialist and AIS Coordinator for Walworth 

County Land Use & Resource Management at 

(262) 741-7902 or agreen@co.walworth.wi.us. 

 

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

As I referenced in the last issue of Shore-

lines there have been many interesting 

Lauderdale Lakes History Articles. 

In an effort to make these articles avail-

able, past issues of  Shorelines have been 

placed back on the web site under the 

“Shorelines Button”. We now have six 

years of the Shorelines, 2006 thru 2011. 

 

The “History Book” button has been modi-

fied to read “History”. This area of the 

web site has been expanded to contain the 

Order Form for the Lauderdale Lakes His-

tory Book and  now it  also contains an 

Index referencing the past history articles 

in the Shorelines . 

 

Note for easy access: The front page of 

each Shorelines publication has a list of 

the articles contained within and the page 

it can be found on. 

 

Just a note, there are vintage photographs 

to be viewed in the web site Photo Album.  

  

Visit our web site at: WWW.LLIA.ORG.   

I can be emailed at:  jantonicic@hotmail.

com or telephone 630-964-0393. 
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LAUDERDALE LAKES  

WATER  QUALITY REPORT  

By Dave DeAngelis 
 
The 2012 water quality testing season has 

started! The unseasonably warm weather in 

March allowed the ice to go out a little earlier 

than usual with all three lakes open by March 

12th. The lakes also had a late start freezing this 

year. All three were officially iced over by 

January 14th. If you do the math, we had less 

than 60 days of full ice on Mill Lake and Green 

Lake. Middle Lake had 64 days of full ice. This 

is considerably less than the typical 80-90 days 

of full ice we’ve seen in recent years.  

 

The water clarity, temperature and oxygen test-

ing results so far this year are very similar to 

2011. I’ve been getting Secchi Disc readings 

above 20 feet on a couple of occasions. The 

dissolved oxygen levels are still holding above 

8.0 mg/l all the way down to the bottom of all 

three lakes. The water temperatures near the 

surface have been atypical due to the warm 

weather we had in March. My early water sur-

face temperature readings were above 60oF. 

The cooler air temperatures in April 

dropped the water surface temperatures 

by 10 degrees and they have since begun to 

slowly climb back into the mid/upper 50’s.  

 

So what effects will the shortened ice cycle and 

warm spring have on our lakes this season? The 

shortened ice cycle means we had fewer days of 

ice with snow covering the ice in winter. Snow 

covered ice helps kill off weeds, so we could 

anticipate a higher than average weed crop this 

year. Fortunately we have a weed cutter for our 

lakes, so the volume of weeds removed from 

our lakes this season may be higher this year 

compared to recent years. It is likely that the 

warm March temperatures had minimal effect 

on the water quality as the weather in April 

quickly normalized back to more seasonal tem-

peratures. 

 

Have a great spring! See you on the lake. 

 

JUST BECAUSE IT’S LEGAL 

DOESN’T MEAN THAT IT 

IS SPORTING OR RIGHT 

By Abe J. Goldsmith 

  

Licensed, middle-of-the night carp 

hunters on Lauderdale Lakes have 

every legal right to pursue their 

prey; that is not at issue. 

  
 

What is at issue are the carp that 

are left rotting in the garbage 

containers at our boat landings, fish 

that are dumped by those same bow 

hunters and spear chuckers. 

  

Fishing is supposed to be a sport, 

conducted in a sporting manner by 

sportsmen and women. What is 

sporting about killing fish that you 

do not propose to eat or mount or 

use in some other productive way? 

 

Killing fish, even carp just for the 

sake of killing and then dumping 

the dead carp in the trash defies the 

code of sport and demeans the 

fishing license. 
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