
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   

LLIA PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Lake Improvement 

Association Member,  

 
Although the weather has been mild, I am 

not convinced that Old Man Winter is 

going to pass us by without letting us know 

he’s still around.  If that should happen, no 

one would be happier than our group of 

residents that like to snowmobile.  After 

all, they have hardly had the opportunity to 

glide over the lake and onto the expertly 

manicured trails all winter. Let’s hope they 

get an opportunity to enjoy the winter 

season as much as we plan to enjoy the 

summer. 

 

It is exciting to realize that in 2011, the 

LLIA made significant contributions to 

various organizations across our 

community.  It is with your support that we 

are able to donate money to the 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department to 

assist in upgrading their defibrillators.  

This is the second year in a row we were 

able to provide defibrillator support. You 

can find additional information regarding 

the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

on page 2 and 4 of this edition.  

 

With spring upon us, you may be thinking 

about the clean-up and organization of your 

home.  Whether you are thinking about 

outdoor or indoor clean-up, you can refer 

to the pickup schedule located on the 

calendar on our website under 

Topics>John’s Disposal.  You will also 

find updated information on our website 

regarding the new legislation passed by the 

Wisconsin DNR regarding the disposal of 

electronics.  Refer to page 3 or our website 

to learn more about the new guidelines and 

locations for recycling.   

 

Safety on the water is so important.  Get a 

head start on boating safety by registering 

for one of the boating classes offered by 

the Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol. 

Anyone ten years of age or older is invited 

to attend a boating safety course.  The 

course is not only informational and fun, 

but a great opportunity for participants to 

meet and build new friendships on the lake.  

Check out the boating safety course 

information on page 4 and 5 of this edition. 

 

Also included in this edition are updates 

from the Fish Committee, the Kettle 

Moraine Land Trust, Lauderdale Lakes 

Lake Management District and the Yacht 

and Sailing Clubs. Take a minute to review 

their news and upcoming events, like the 

Fish Jamboree on July 21, 2012. A 

calendar of events for 2012 is shown on 

page 3.  

 

Interested in a bit of history of the lake?  

You’ll feel like you’re peeking in the 

window of this historic home while reading 

this month’s article by Kathryn Ingle 

Calkins on Keystone.  If you enjoy 

reviewing articles on the history of 

Lauderdale Lakes, you will want to review 

other articles by Kathryn located in 

previous editions of Shorelines, stored on 

the LLIA website. 

 

Become a member and stay informed.  If 

you haven’t taken the time to become a 

member of the LLIA, now is a great time to 

get involved.  Directories were published 

last year and include names, addresses and 

phone numbers of LLIA members as of the 

2011 print date. The Directory also 

includes advertising from local merchants 

who have purchased space within the 

directory to help support the LLIA. All 

2011 members received a copy of the 

Directory with their membership last year.  

Complete a membership form this year and 

you can still receive a copy of the 

Directory.  Extra copies of the Directory 

are available for $15.00 to all members 

(2011 and 2012), while supplies last.   

 

Your support of the Association allows us 

to continue to perform water quality tests 

of our lakes, work closely with the DNR to 

monitor and stock our lake, sponsor the 

Fish Jamboree for young anglers who want 

to learn more about the sport of fishing, 

and receive up-to-date articles and 

information on other organizations that 

work closely with our community.  Please 

complete a membership form today.    

 

 

  

 Ron Mueller 
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DONATION MADE TO THE 

LAUDERDALE LAGRANGE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
At the October 29th LLIA Directors meet-

ing, the Lauderdale Lake Improvement As-

sociation approved a donation of $2200 to 

support the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire  

Department purchase of additional defibril-

lators. Below is a letter from Charles F. 

Taylor, Rescue Squad Captain. on the  

subject:  

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

2012 Town of LaGrange Election 
 

The Town Board Chairman and First Side 

Supervisor are positions up for election in 

2012.  Elections will be held the 

first Tuesday in April, which is 

April 3, 2012.  Candidates elected to the 

Town Board serve two year terms of office.  

Candidates must be Town of LaGrange 

residents, and they must file formal nomi-

nation papers to be on the election ballot. 

The closure date was January 3, 2012.  

Frank Taylor is the current Town Chairman 

and Dan Wilson is the current First Side 

Supervisor.  Frank and Dan have both filed 

nomination papers to be reelected, and they 

are running unopposed.  

 

Frank Taylor has been an elected Town 

Board Member for the past 12 years.  Ini-

tially he served as the 4th Side Supervisor 

and since July 2005 Town Board Chair-

man.  Frank grew up on his family Home-

stead Farm at N8676 Tamarack Road.  He 

is the fifth generation to live and make 

farming his profession on this farm.  Frank 

and his wife Lisa have three sons and two 

grandchildren.  They hope a sixth genera-

tion will be able to continue to operate their 

Heritage Farm in years to come.  They have 

expanded their farm operation to over 1200 

acres using the latest technology in im-

proved seed and crop management, new 

tillage and planting methods and manage 

and track overall operations with computer 

software data analysis to enable good oper-

ating decisions.  

 

 

Frank stated, “as Town Chairman I must 

manage the Town resources wisely and 

make decisions based on what will benefit 

the entire Town not just for the next six to 

twelve months, but for many years to come.  

I must also treat everyone that comes be-

fore the Town Board equally.  One must 

not be more favored than another.   

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

W6080 Hwy. 12, Whitewater, WI  53190 

 

November 3, 2011 

 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 

PO Box 542 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

On behalf of the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department and all the residents of and visitors to the Town of LaGrange, I want to thank you for 

your generous donation of $2,200 to assist in upgrading our defibrillators. 

 

As with last year, we were able to find refurbished Philips FR2+ defibrillators at a very reasonable cost.  Therefore, we purchased two units using 

your donation.  These refurbished units are like new since most are from schools or similar places and have sat their whole lives in a cabinet with-

out ever being used. 

 

Portable defibrillators are important.  Since our emergency medical technicians and first responders carry the units with them in their private vehi-

cles, they are often on scene before the ambulance arrives with its more sophisticated heart monitor/defibrillator.  In fact, only a couple of years 

ago, we had a dramatic save with one of these portable models.  Had we had to wait for the ambulance to arrive, it is very unlikely that the patient 

would have survived and made the complete recovery that he did. 

 

Thus, we know first-hand the vital role that these defibrillators can play in providing high quality pre-hospital medical care to the residents of the 

Town of LaGrange.  We’re thankful for your willingness to continue playing a part in providing that care. 

 

Sincerely,   

 

Charles F. Taylor 

Rescue Squad Captain 
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(Continued from page 2) 

As a fifth generation resident of LaGrange, 

I feel I’m just a caretaker of the position.  

If I make wise decisions, future genera-

tions will have the opportunity to enjoy 

life in our little corner of the world as 

much as I have”.    

 

The Town of LaGrange under Frank’s 

guidance has worked effectively with Wal-

worth County to complete Smart Growth 

Plans, facilitated and supported excellent 

cooperation between the Town and Lau-

derdale Lake Management District, en-

dorsed and supported the establishment of 

one Water Safety Patrol managed by 

LLLMD, supported efforts that signifi-

cantly improved Public Boat Launch 

Ramps, updated property signage to assure 

Fire Department Trucks and Emergency 

Rescue Vehicles will reach those in need 

quickly, and upgraded the Town Highway 

Dept. equipment to meet road maintenance 

needs without increasing staff.     

 

Dan Wilson filed papers to be re-elected to 

the position of First Side Supervisor. Dan 

was appointed to this position in January, 

2010 replacing Mark Bromley, and he was 

elected First Side supervisor in April 2010. 

Dan currently serves as the Chairman of 

the Town Information Committee, and he 

also serves as a member of the Town Ad-

ministration and Finance Committee.    

 

Dan has fond memories of growing up in 

LaGrange surrounded by family and 

friends.  He graduated from Whitewater 

High School and then attended and gradu-

ated from the University of Wisconsin – 

Stout.  After college graduation Dan set-

tled in Madison working for JP Morgan 

managing their High Net Worth division.  

In 2005 Dan and his wife, Traci, pur-

chased the farm that has been on his 

mom’s side since 1857 located at W5910 

Greening Road.  After a yearlong exten-

sive remodel, they returned to LaGrange to 

raise their family.  Dan is now a partner 

with Cedar Point Investment Advisors lo-

cated in Delafield, WI.  Dan and Traci 

have three children, Elizabeth (12), Alex-

andra (10) and Nicholas (6).   

 

Dan’s motivation to be on the Town Board 

stems from wanting the opportunity to help 

shape the future of LaGrange.  He is an 

advocate of preserving the Agricultural 

Land, supporting Conservation Subdivi-

sions and working with the Lake District.  

He believes in the common sense ap-

proach in dealing with issues only using 

government intervention as a means to 

preserve the community and its constitu-

ents.  

 
Do you need to make pier  

improvements??? 

 

Each year many homeowners around the 

lake need to make some pier or dock im-

provements and sometimes replace a pier.   

The Towns of LaGrange and Sugar Creek 

have Pier Ordinances that must be fol-

lowed.  Each year problems arise when 

owners do not follow the ordinance regula-

tions resulting in excessive cost to remove 

or remodel a pier that has been incorrectly 

installed or changed per the ordinance 

regulation.   

 

Following the procedure to make pier 

changes is easy:  

 

First read the pier ordinance on the Town 

Website or in the LLIA Directory (page 

27). 

 

Second, Contact the Lakes Management 

District’s Pier Inspector, Bill Chesen 262 

930 8655 and give him a sketch and di-

mensions of your existing pier and/or new 

or remodeled pier proposal for your prop-

erty.  The Pier Inspector will advise you if 

a permit is or is not required, issue a per-

mit, or recommend that you take your pro-

posal to the Town Board for a hardship 

variance consideration. There is a $50 fee 

payable to the Lake District.   

 

Remember that you as the property owner 

are responsible to obtain the permit and 

assure legal conformance.  A contractor 

may do this for you, but it is the property 

owner responsibility to be sure that the 

Pier Inspector has been contacted, that ap-

propriate approval has been given and that 

the pier is built according to the permit.   

 

The Towns has revised the ordinance to 

make it easier for repairs to be completed.  

Still, you need the concurrence of the Pier 

Inspector.  The Lauderdale Lakes Lake 

Management District in cooperation with 

the Town has surveyed the piers and non 

conforming piers noted.  Some property 

owners were contacted to bring their non 

conforming piers into conformance in 

2010 and 2011. This process will continue 

until all piers are in conformance.    

 
Garbage/recycling and changes 

 

The Wisconsin DNR has legislation regu-

lating disposal of Televisions, DVD Play-

ers, Telephones, Computers, Monitors, 

Printers, Fax Machines, and other elec-

tronic equipment.  John’s Disposal will 

not take these items.   You may dispose 

of these items in Walworth County at Best 

Buy in Lake Geneva, DP Electronic Recy-

cling, 262 723 2550 in Elkhorn, and 

Goodwill, 1402 Geneva St, Delavan. 

 

Do you need to know which date recycling 

and trash is collected?  Go to the LLIA 

website and click on Topics and then click 

on John’s Disposal.  A current pickup cal-

endar schedule can be printed from here or 

just check the date in question.  You may 

also go to John’s Disposal website and 

find it there too.  If you do not have com-

puter access just call John’s Disposal and 

they will mail you a schedule.   

 

John’s Disposal picks up garbage every 

Monday for most Lake Homes, and recy-

cling every other week.  The Town con-

tracts for this service, and the Town Board 

requests the containers are moved back off 

the road side that evening.  Probably some 

of you are only at the Lake on weekends.  

Please ask a neighbor that stays at the lake 

all week to kindly move your containers 

back next to your garage or house each 

Monday evening.   

(Continued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2012 

 

DATE                  EVENT 

3-24-12 Fish Committee Meeting 

4-1-12    Pier Registration Deadline 

4-3-12    Town Board Election Day 

4-28-12 LLIA Directors Meeting 

5-19-12 1st Boating Safety Class 

6-2-12   2nd Boating Safety Class 

6-9-12    LLIA Annual Membership Mtg. 

6-9-12   3rd Boating Safety Class 

7-7-12   Firework Display 

7-21-12 Kids Fish Jamboree 
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(Continued from page 3) 

 

Also some containers are being placed on 

the Town Roads for pickup versus at the 

end of your driveway.  Please place the 

containers at the end of your driveway next 

to the road and not on the road.  Most of 

the roads around the lake are narrow and 

the full width is needed for two cars to 

meet and pass.  

 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

 

2011 Fire Department Activity 

 

The volunteer fire fighters and EMT’s 

serving the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire De-

partment responded to 182 total calls for 

support during 2011.  Total calls were four 

lower in 2011 than in 2010, and the De-

partment averaged 3.5 call responses per 

week during 2011.  Once again the Emer-

gency Rescue Team had the most activity 

answering 152 calls for assistance, exactly 

the same number as answered in 2010.  

Fire fighters responded to 30 calls during 

2011 which was four less than 2010.   On 

average over the past three years the De-

partment responded to 175 calls per year.  

That is the equivalent of 3.4 RESPONSE 

CALLS EACH WEEK. 

 

“Volunteers continue to be the vital link 

making this department a success,” related 

Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst.  The vol-

unteer fire fighter staff level is currently 42 

members and the approved staff level is 42. 

While we are at the approved level this 

month, some members will be retiring and 

from time to time others move away.   

 

Please spread the word that The Lauder-

dale-LaGrange Fire Department is seeking 

new volunteers to become Fire Fighters and 

Emergency Medical Technicians.   For 

those of us living in the Town this could be 

a life or death situation.  Quick response 

time by both the EMT and Fire Fighters 

has helped many residents and property 

owners.  

 

Men and women volunteers are needed 

now and if you or someone you know is 

interested, please call Chief Curly Duerst at 

262-495-8610.   Especially needed are 

those people that could be available during 

the weekdays.    

 

 

The area property owners and residents are 

true partners by supporting our Department 

through gifts and fund raisers.  Our Depart-

ment is classified as a 501c3 organization.  

Your gifts are generally eligible for tax de-

duction, and a confirmation letter will be 

provided for larger gifts. If your employer 

provides matching gifts please notify them 

of your gift so that they may also make a 

matching contribution.  “Your past support 

has been great, and I extend my personal 

thanks to all of you for making the Depart-

ment very successful” said Chief Curly 

Duerst.  

 

Annual Firemen’s Dance To Raise 

Money For Department Equipment 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment’s annual dance will be held on  

Saturday, February 21, 2012.  Tickets 

will be mailed to Town of LaGrange prop-

erty owners and residents about three 

weeks before the dance.   The proceeds 

from the dance will be used to complete the 

new Department Brush Fire Truck.  Watch 

for your tickets in the mail, and please re-

member to support the Department.  Lau-

derdale-LaGrange Fire Department is to-

tally staffed by volunteer Fire Fighters 

from the local area.  

 

New Fire Department Brush Truck 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange volunteer Fire 

Fighters take great pride in keeping their 

equipment ready to meet all area needs for 

Rescue and Fire calls.  Each year a few 

calls are for fires in road side ditches or 

sometimes burning corn, hay or soybean 

fields.  Sometimes these fires begin be-

cause of a carelessly thrown cigarette, a 

trash pile burning out of control, or a 

campfire that did not get put out com-

pletely.  Fighting these types of fires takes 

specialized equipment that can traverse 

rough terrain quickly, carry a tank of water 

on board, and have nozzles that spray water 

over the fire while the fire truck moves 

through the burning area.  

 

The current Department Brush Fire Truck 

was purchased used many years ago. It was 

manufactured in 1969 as a military vehicle. 

Since the Department acquired the truck in 

the early 1980’s, it has served it well. How-

ever the truck is 43 years old and the  

Department needs to a have more current 

vehicle to assure fire calls can be met in a 

timely manner without concern for me-

chanical malfunction.   

 

The Fire Fighters voted to replace their old 

Brush Fire Truck as their major 2012 proj-

ect.  After thorough discussion and plan-

ning in 2011, they approved a plan to cre-

ate a new Brush Truck using the platform 

of a diesel powered 4WD HUMMER 

pickup truck with automatic transmission.  

Searching the internet for a reasonably 

priced used Hummer pickup in good condi-

tion they were able to purchase one for 

$35,000.  This truck was purchased and it 

is now at the Fire Department where the 

Fire Fighters will make it into a brush truck 

over the next several months.  Overall cost 

is estimated at $65,000 which includes a 

new water tank, water pump and engine, 

controls and valves, and modifications to 

the truck for roll protection and strong 

brush guards on the front of the truck.  The 

Fire Fighters are working at least one even-

ing per week on the project with the target 

of placing the truck in service before 

summer.  

 

This entire project is being funded through 

the Fire Department fund raisers with no 

Town of LaGrange tax assessments.  The 

old truck will be sold once the new truck in 

placed in service.  If you need an antique 

truck or older truck be sure and contact 

Fire Chief Curly Duerst to let him you are 

interested in buying it.  Remember that the 

February 2012 Fire Department Dance pro-

ceeds will be used for this new Brush Fire 

Truck.   

 

BOATING SAFETY COURSES 

2012 

By Ken Blanke 
 

Three Wisconsin DNR-sanctioned boating 

safety courses will be offered this spring by 

Continued on page 5) 4 



(Continued from page 4) 

the Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol.  The 

two-day class dates and locations are as 

follows: 

 

May 19-20 Lutherdale Bible Camp – max 

class size 40 – pre-register by May 12 

 

June 02-03  LLLMD Community Center – 

max class size 20 – pre-register by May 26 

 

June 09-10 LLLMD Community Center – 

max class size 20 – pre-register by June 02 

 

The Lutherdale Bible Camp is located at 

N7891 US Hwy 12, Elkhorn, WI 53121 

and the LLLMD Community Center is lo-

cated at N7511 Sterlingworth Drive, Elk-

horn, WI 53121 (adjacent to LL Country 

Club near Hwy 12).   

 

Call this number to pre-register for the 

class to ensure there is an available seat 

as these classes fill up quickly 

262-882-2030. When pre-registering, in 

addition to the class date, please be pre-

pared to leave the correct spelling of the 

student’s name, date of birth, a contact 

name and telephone number. 

 

Each student must have a DNR Cus-

tomer ID.  To obtain this ID call 888-936-

7463, 7 days a week, 7 am – 10 pm.  Bring 

this number with you the day of class as 

part of the final registration process. There 

is a $10 course registration fee that will be 

collected during registration on the first 

day of the class. 

 

The courses are 

open to adults 

and to children, 

10 years and 

older. A parent 

must accompany 

their child to 

course registration which will take 

place between 8:30 – 9:00 am on the first 

day. The formal class will start at 9:00 am. 

The classes will run until 4:00 pm on the 

first day (Saturday) and until approxi-

mately 1:00 pm on the second day 

(Sunday).  Although complimentary water 

and soda will be provided, students need 

to bring a sack lunch. When attending the 

class, wear comfortable clothing and bring 

paper and pencils. There will be a written 

test at the end of the course. 

 

Successful completion of a DNR boating 

safety class is required for anyone between 

the ages of 12 and 15 who wishes to oper-

ate a personal watercraft (PWC, which 

includes jet-skis, wave-runners etc.), or 

wishes to operate a conventional power-

boat without an adult onboard.  Addition-

ally, there is a NEW LAW which states 

that anyone born on or after January 1, 

1989 (and at least 16 years of age) must 

have a boating safety certificate in order to 

operate a powerboat Wisconsin’s water-

ways. So if you will be 23 this year (or are 

younger), you need a boating certificate to 

operate a PWC or a boat (without parental 

supervision). 

 

Anyone interested in the availability of 

other courses may call 800-336-BOAT or 

visit the Wisconsin DNR website at www.

dnr.state.wi.us for more information. 

 

 

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Brian Walsh 

 
Happy New Year.  

The ice has finally 

arrived allowing a 

few of us to get out 

and enjoy the ice 

fishing season.  

There has been some pretty good action on 

all three lakes.  At the January 21, 2012 

Fish Committee Meeting, we have made 

the decision to cancel the first annual ice 

fishing contest on Lauderdale Lakes.  With 

the weather patterns this winter, the thick-

ness of the ice has been sporadic at best.  

Because of this, we do not feel comfort-

able encouraging large groups of people in 

one area.  We will be hosting an ice fish-

ing contest next year so if you are inter-

ested in helping or donating prizes, please 

let me know. 

 

The next Fish Committee Meeting will 

be on March 24th and it will be a working 

meeting.  We will be meeting in the park-

ing lot of Lutherdale to gather logs for the 

fish cribs.  If you can attend, please con-

tact Jeff Angst or myself, or just show up 

ready to work.  We will be harvesting 

downed timber from an area and transport-

ing the lumber to the crib build location.  

If you have a portable chain saw, please 

bring it with.  While we will not be build-

ing any cribs at this meeting, our goal is to 

secure enough lumber to build 6 cribs in 

the spring. 

 

We will begin building these cribs in the 

spring and early summer to be installed 

when scheduling allows.  Look for the dis-

play at the Kids Fishing Jamboree.  If you 

would like to help build the cribs in the 

spring, please contact Jeff or myself. 

 

We will be stocking Walleye this year with 

the assistance of the Lauderdale Lakes Im-

provement Association.  This stocking 

program could not continue without the 

LLIA’s generous contributions.  We have 

been given permission to stock more fish 

from the WDNR, we do need additional 

funds to purchase the fish.  If you are look-

ing for new or different ways to make 

charitable contributions, please consider 

the fish committee and make donations to 

LLIA.  When submitting your annual 

LLIA membership, note on the application 

that the additional funds are for the fish 

stocking. 

 

As always, I want to add a little note about 

the kids fishing jamboree.  We will once 

again be hosting the Kid’s Fish Jambo-

ree on July 21, 2012.  If you want to vol-

unteer to help or donate prizes, please con-

tact me.  We are staring the planning proc-

ess and we are looking forward to seeing 

all of the young anglers in the Summer. 

 

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

I hope everyone had a joyous holiday sea-

son. Now that we are in the heart of winter 

weather it might be a good time to review 

the excellent article that was published in 

the “Shorelines” concerning Lake Ice. 

You can find the article here on the web-

site in the February 2011 Shorelines on 

page 4.  

 

Speaking of Shorelines the November edi-

tion has been added to the web site. 

Over the last few years there have been 

many interesting Lauderdale Lakes History 

Articles placed in the “Shorelines”, by 

Kathryn Ingle Calkins. We wanted to 

make these articles a part of the web site, 

and the best way to do that right now is to 

make past issues of Shorelines 

(Continued on page 8) 5 



BECOME A MEMBER AND STAY INFORMED 

 

The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association, LLIA, is your introduction to and ongoing source of what is transpir-

ing in the greater Lauderdale Lakes community. Membership is $35.00 per year and includes a Directory which is up-

dated every other year and a subscription to the quarterly publication of the LLIA newsletter,”Shorelines“. 

 

Features of the LLIA Directory include:  

 

      -Emergency contacts and officers and board members of:  

        1. The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 

      2. The Lauderdale Lakes lake Management District, LLMD 

      3. The Town of LaGrange 

      4. The Town of Sugar Creek 

      -Information on other community groups offering membership or services: 

       1. The Water Safety Patrol 

       2. The Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

       3. The Lauderdale Lakes Aqua Skiers 

       4. The Lauderdale Lakes Riders 

       5. The Lauderdale Lakes Yacht Club 

       6. The Lauderdale Lakes Sailing Club 

 

      -Important Walworth County and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) contacts. 

 

      -Members are informed about applicable local and state ordinances and how to obtain necessary building  

       permits, including permits for new piers and improvement of existing piers. 

 

      -Also provided are the local and permanent addresses and phone numbers of all residents and property 

       owners within the Lauderdale Lakes Management District.  This is done alphabetically and by sub-division. 

 

      -Many local business and service providers support the LLIA by advertizing in our Directory, another source  

       of local resources. 

 

New members and former members, who have not renewed membership for the past five years, will receive FREE a 

copy of “A History of the Lauderdale Lakes” published in 1992. The starting point is the land formation during the ice 

age, the great Wisconsin Glacier and early homesteader of the 1830’s. 

 

Other reasons to become a member of the LLIA: 

• The Association donates annually in support of the Yacht Club’s 4th of July Fireworks celebration and has  

       approved for 2012 to double it‘s contribution. 

• The Association donates to the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department to support required upgrades of fire  

       fighting and life saving equipment.  

• The Association performs water quality tests of our lake and supplies the information to the Department of Natural 

Resources and various government environment agencies. 

• The Association works closely with the DNR in stocking our lake and promoting DNR surveys of our lake to deter-

mine the health of our fish population.  

• The Association sponsors an annual “Children’s Fish Jamboree” to encourage and educate our youth to the sport of 

fresh water fishing. 

• The Association created and maintains a web site, www.llia.org , to communicate timely status of events and also 

supply a wealth of community information. 

 

Thank you for being a member of our Improvement Association and for considering membership for yourself 

and others.  
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L.L. NUMBER  ______________               

 

NAME/S ______________________________________      ____________________________________ 

                                       (Last)                                                                        (First) 

 

LAKE ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________ELKHORN, WI 53121 

                                                                (Street address)            

LAKE TELEPHONE NUMBER  (262)     __________________________________________________ 

 

PERMANENT ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                               (Street address) 

                              _____________________________________________  ___________ ____________ 

                                                                (City)                                                    (State)                (Zip) 

 

PERMANENT ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBER  ____(_________)____________________________________ 

                                                                                                

CELL PHONE NUMBER  ____(_________)__________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                              ______________________________________ 

The LLIA needs your help and input! Your Association has a proud history of members who generously help protect our lakes and you are welcome to join this  

on-going effort by serving on a committee. 

 

Please note: If you indicated an interest in the past, but have not been contacted, please be aware that committees have varying needs and assistance. As these 

needs change from time to time, committee chairs contact volunteers as necessary. If you check a committee, it indicates your willingness to serve beginning 

with this membership season.  

 

If you have any questions about the activities of these committees, call  Ron Mueller, President (847-635-5668). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2012 LAUDERDALE LAKES IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM 

(Please fill in complete form) 

You may choose to receive your  LLIA newsletter “Shorelines” via the Internet or as a  paper 

Document via U.S. Mail. Please CIRCLE your preference:   INTERNET    -     U.S. MAIL 

 
E-MAIL-ADDRESS ________________________ _________________________________________ 

PLEASE PRINT.  

                                                                        COMMITTEES – Check if interested in helping   

 

      ______ Conservancy         ______ Fish           ______ Membership      ______  Water Quality   ______ Water Safety   

      ______ Communication    ______ History  ______ Planning & Zoning        _______ Web Site   _______  Property (environmental issues)               

ANNUAL DUES…………………………………..$       35.00  
Optional: 

(Fill in any appropriate blanks) 

   LAKE PRESERVATION FUND:                       $ _________ 

 

   FISH STOCKING:                                               $ _________ 

 

   LAUDERDALE  HISTORY BOOKS:    

   ____ (Qty.) @   $9.00 each ………………..….….$ _________ 
             Includes postage & handling 

 

   ADDITIONAL LAUDERDALE LAKES DIRECTORY:  

  ____ (Qty.) @   $15.00 each ………………..…….$ _________ 
             Includes postage & handling 

TOTAL ENCLOSED ……………………….…….… .$ _________ 

Make checks payable to: 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION 
 

Mail to: 

 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 

c/o Charles H Sharpless, LLIA Treasurer 

33W541 Brewster Creek Circle  

Wayne, IL 60184  

February, 2012 
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available on the web site. We now have 

four years of the Shorelines, 2008 thru 

2011 and the articles can be found in them. 

  

One last item, to make it easier to find, and 

update in the future, I have added the 

membership message from our LLIA presi-

dent, Ron Mueller to the dropdown menu 

under Membership. Please take a moment 

to open it up and read. 

  

Visit our web site at: WWW.LLIA.ORG.   

I can be emailed at:  

jantonicic@hotmail.com or telephone 630-

964-0393. 

  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
Keystone 

 

Standing on a gentle point of land along 

the eastern shore of Middle Lake, Key-

stone (LL 90) was among the most signifi-

cant architectural landmarks on Lauderdale 

Lakes. The deep brown, white-trimmed 

cottage respected and blended with the 

landscape in which it was set. Made almost 

entirely of windows on its exterior, a total 

of 72 in and around the house to be exact, 

the house brought its surroundings indoors 

for visitors to enjoy, providing lake views 

from three of its four sides. 

 

Oriented toward the lake, the house has 5 

bedrooms, a dining room, living room, 

kitchen, one bath and a marvelous 

screened porch that wraps around the liv-

ing room facing the lake. The porch has 

been the most popular room in the 

house by far. It was a great gathering spot 

for family and guests. 

 

Designed and built in 1907 by world fa-

mous Chicago architect Walter Burley 

Griffin, the cottage embodies principles 

from the Prairie School of architecture. 

Griffin began his career as chief associate 

to Frank Lloyd Wright for five years prior 

to establishing his own practice in 1906. In 

1912, Griffin won an international compe-

tition with his design for the proposed new 

Australian capital city of Canberra. He 

subsequently moved to Australia to over-

see the construction of Canberra and de-

cided to settle permanently there. 

 

Out-buildings on the property include a 

freestanding garage, which housed a wall 

of batteries that powered the electricity 

originally, as well as the matching boat 

house and  Griffin-inspired dog house. 

 

Walker Johnson (no relation to the cottage 

owners), Lakes resident and a restoration 

architect in Chicago, notes that the Prairie 

School stressed building within nature and 

with natural materials instead of on top of 

it. Keystone, he said, “is an excellent ex-

ample of this style, and the most important 

design on Lauderdale Lakes, period!” 

 

In particular, the plan anticipates the views 

from the house and the weather changes. 

“The architects must have spent a good 

deal of time on the site sampling the views, 

the light and winds before deciding on a 

design direction,” Walker Johnson said. 

The house incorporates signature Prairie 

School design elements, he added, such as 

a hip roof, wide overhanging eaves, wide 

dark pine siding separated by a beveled 

batten board that accentuates horizontality, 

and windows with arts and crafts design 

mullions that are particular to the Prairie 

style and break up the expanse of glass. 

With the boathouse, “the whole ensemble 

seems to emerge from the forested shore as 

if it was a natural part of the landscape and 

does not intrude on it,” he said. 

 

The house was commissioned by  

Chancellor L. Jenks Jr., attorney from 

Evanston, IL and was originally named 

Woodbank. Construction costs were re-

ported to be $4,000. Jenks sold the house 

to a family from Pennsylvania, who re-

named it Keystone in honor of the Key-

stone State. However, tragedy struck when 

one child in the family drowned at Lauder-

dale, and the cottage was put up for sale. 

 

Industrialist Lawrence E. Johnson Sr. of 

Oak Park, IL bought the cottage in 1915, 

and it has remained in the Johnson family 

ever since. Lawrence was owner of the  

J.W. Johnson Co., maker of canvas prod-

ucts such as tents, awnings and boat cov-

ers. At that time, the company was famous 

for making awnings for most of the retail 

store fronts and restaurants that lined Chi-

cago’s State Street and the Magnificent 

Mile. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and their seven chil-

dren, sons Lawrence Jr., Chester, Jim, 

Ralph  and daughters Dorothy, Evelyn and 

Eleanor began spending summers at Key-

stone, while Lawrence commuted on week-

ends by train to Elkhorn.  Jim Johnson, 

father of current lake resident Jim Johnson 

Jr., recalled that the trip by car from Oak 

Park at the start of each summer was an all 

day affair involving multiple flat tires, over 

heated radiators and other inconveniences 

common to driving on country gravel 

roads.  

 

Lake living in those early years was sim-

ple. “Summertime and the livin was easy”. 

As a young boy, one of Jim Sr.’s duties 

during the week was to hunt for small 

green frogs that his father and his bass 

fishing partners would use as bait during 

early evening hours of the upcoming week-

end. Jim Sr. would row the men to their 

favorite hot spots while enduring clouds of 

cigar smoke intended to repel mosquitoes. 

 

Another of his duties was to row out to 

Flag Island in the evenings and light Chi-

nese lanterns strung from the shore. 

 

Before refrigeration, ice was delivered to 

(Continued on page 9) 
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An early photo of Keystone, then known as the Jenks 

Summer House or Woodbank. Published in “Walter 

Burley Griffin in America” by Mati Maldre 



(Continued from page 8) 

the cottage by horse drawn wagon and 

loaded into the house’s ice box which oc-

cupied an entire wall in the hallway just 

inside the back door. The ice, of course, 

had been cut from Lauderdale the preced-

ing winter. 

 

During the roaring 20s, lake living was a 

bit more exciting. Deakin Island was a cen-

ter of activity, with Earl Deakin occasion-

ally hosting Zeigfeld Follies dancers as 

guests in his house. With sound traveling 

across Middle Lake to Keystone on still 

summer nights, it was clear that prohibition 

laws were not being rigorously enforced….  

 

Rumored sightings of known Chicago 

gangsters and bootleggers around the lake 

were common in those days, too. Slot ma-

chines were hidden in back rooms of local 

establishments. 

 

During the Depression, Lawrence was ap-

proached by lake neighbor and friend, Bill 

Riddiford -- owner of Riddiford Island, 

also called Pleasant Isle -- to see if he 

would be interested in buying the three is-

land parcel, but Lawrence declined the of-

fer. The asking price was $20,000.  

 

Following World War II, the second gen-

eration Johnsons started families of their 

own, resulting in 18 grandchildren, 16 girls 

and two boys.  Lake time became precious 

and a rotating summer schedule was estab-

lished, allowing a couple of weeks for each 

of the seven families every year. 

 

The lake was crystal clear all day, every 

day. Drifting over and looking down into 

the bottomless aqua blue lake springs was 

truly breathtaking. 

 

The 50s and 60s were the best of times for 

the third generation Johnsons. Nothing but 

fun and sun on the water. Skiing on a JOE 

CASH slalom behind FULL HOUSE 

QUEENS HIGH, the name of the family’s 

’57 Chris Craft. Tying up to the golf course 

pier to play a leisurely round on “the sporty 

nine”.  Learning to sail a sunfish. Paddling 

the canoe to “The Springs” or Don Jean 

Bay to fish and explore totally undevel-

oped shorelines. Trips to The Sterling-

worth store. Pizza from Riolo’s or a burger 

at Lubke’s. Friday night fish fry at The 

Sterlingworth, followed by a slow evening 

cruise around the lake or a drive in to Elk-

horn for the weekly band concert held Fri-

days nights in the Elkhorn band shell, the 

only structure in the town square at the 

time. Legendary summer romances that 

still come up in conversation today. Key-

stone’s round dinner table over flowing 

with locally grown fresh sweet corn and 

tomatoes to compliment brats, burgers or 

steaks cooked on the grill. Maxwell Street 

Days in Elkhorn. More summer romances. 

The Walworth County Fair when harness 

racing was still big in Wisconsin and the 

old fashioned carnival atmosphere pre-

vailed; complete with side show tents fea-

turing tattooed ladies, strong men, and 

hoochie coochie girls. 

 

A typical Keystone day ended when family 

members would negotiate to see who got to 

sleep on the original wicker porch swing, 

wicker sofa, or sofa-sized glider on the 

front porch, a tradition that continued into 

the fourth generation. 

 

Another Keystone tradition starting back in 

the teens was for visitors to sign in at the 

cottage by writing their name and date next 

to a line (indicating their height) on door 

jams in the living room. These historical 

references remain today. 

 

An interesting side note of the times was 

that mail was delivered around the lake via 

boat by the lake mailman, Mr. Noble, who 

lived one cottage north of Keystone. Each 

pier on the lake was equipped with a mail 

box mounted to it. The mail route went 

counter clockwise around the lakes, so 

Keystone was always the last stop of the 

day. 

 

Time has not been kind to Keystone. Key-

stone has seen better days. But the memo-

ries and unbelievable bonds of those who 

have been personally touched by the Key-

stone experience is hard to describe.  With-

out exception, it is and always will be the 

mystical center of goodness for all mem-

bers of the Lawrence E. Johnson family 

and descendants. – Jim Johnson, Jr. with 

Kathryn Calkins 

 

LAUDERDALE  SAILING 

CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

 There is not much to talk about Sailing 

when the water is hard and covered with 

snow. No sailing and no ice sailing this 

time of year. But as usual we expect the 

snow to melt and the ice to thaw bringing 

the return of sunshine and warm water. It’s 

this picture we want you to have in mind 

complemented with sailboats floating over 

Green Lake like feathers scurrying before 

the wind. Now to complete the picture, see 

yourself in one of those sailboats slicing 

through the water with no sound but the 

gentle lapping of the tiny waves against the 

bow. Got the picture?, got the dream? Then 

it’s a short step to making it happen. Check 

us out on the web at  

www.lauderdalesailingclub.com See your-

self with all the happy faces at the parties 

and with the race winners. It is a grand way 

to spend Sunday morning learning a skill 

and enjoying the Lakes. Interested, please 

contact Peter,  pvk@elknet.net and let us 

help get you started. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE 

MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT 

TOPICS 

By Peter Van Kampen 

 

Septic Pumping 
: 

The Lake District has been managing the 

pumping of septic systems around the 

Lakes since 1995. The District got in-

volved in this service to protect the Lakes 

from failing septic systems. Many failing 

systems were identified and either repaired 

or replaced with holding tanks.  

 

The practice of pumping and inspecting 

septic tanks every 3 year was started in 

2003, when that became a County wide 

requirement.  
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1930’s photo of Chester Johnson (behind the wheel) 

and Jim Johnson Sr. in the Keystone launch   
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In 2011, the Lake District, as scheduled, 

opened the pumping / inspecting service 

for bidding by several local companies. 

The low bidder was approved by the board 

in the Fall so beginning this Spring Asso-

ciates Septic Services will be providing 

this service to Lake District homeowners. 

This service is paid for through a special 

charge on your property tax bill. By nego-

tiating as a group we are able to save 

money for each property owner and col-

lectively we will save thousands of dollars 

over the life of the 6 year contract. We 

wish to thank the Otto Jacobs Company 

for providing this service for the past 

many years. 

 

Since we are making this change we 

thought it would be appropriate to review 

some of the important points of Septic 

pumping/inspecting. 

1. You should know where your septic is. 

The new company will be sending out a 

letter introducing their company. In the 

letter they tell you about a yellow flag 

that will be sent to each homeowner 

whose septic is to be pumped/inspected 

in the next few weeks. Please place this 

flag on or near your septic since this 

driver has never been to your property 

before. If you don’t know where your 

septic is, now is a good time to search it 

out. 

2. Your septic will be inspected as well as 

pumped. It is important to you as a 

property owner that your septic is work-

ing properly. It is equally important to 

you that all septics around the Lakes are 

working properly. Keeping these Lakes 

clean is imperative for you to maintain 

your property value and for the people 

that will continue to enjoy these special 

Lakes for generations to come.     

3. In the past the County sent out cards 

that you were to use to report that your 

septic had been pumped. This new com-

pany will do this for you. So even if you 

get a card in the mail, you can just 

throw it away. 

4. If you experience any problems with 

your septic system, Lance Petrasek, the 

owner of Associates is a soils and septic 

expert. Feel free to contact him any time 

for questions or problems. 

    262-495-7004. His web page is: www.

thesoiltester.com and he lives within a 

few miles of Lauderdale. You 

can also contact Wally Yandell 

who has been managing the septic pro-

gram for the Lake District for many 

years. His number is 262-723-7558 

 

The Lake District appreciates everyone’s 

cooperation and participation in this pro-

gram. 

 

Community Center 

 

This will be our second year with the 

Community Center. If you haven’t had a 

chance to get a tour contact Chris White at 

the Golf Course and he can arrange it. 742 

2454. Various clubs and organizations use 

the facility on a regular basis. These in-

clude the Sailing Club, The Improvement 

Association, The Aqua Skiers, The Yacht 

Club, the Kettle Moraine Land Trust and 

The Lake Management District. Your or-

ganization could use it as well simply con-

tact Chris and he can put you on the 

schedule. The Community center includes 

a full kitchen and small and large meeting 

rooms. The Sailing club served Brunch 

last year to 44 people in the large meeting 

room. So if your Bridge Club or Kayak 

Club is looking for a place to meet give 

the Community Center a try.   

 

KETTLE MORAINE  

LAND TRUST (KMLT) 

By Jerry Petersen, President 
 

Last fall was a very busy time for the Trust 

as we finalized our application for Ac-

creditation to the Land Trust Accreditation 

Commission in Saratoga Springs, New 

York.  Accreditation involves an intense 

review which determines the performance 

of a Trust to the standards set forth in 

2004 by the national Land Trust Alliance.  

Currently, only one of the forty land trusts 

in Wisconsin is Accredited.   

Being Accreditated will assure all of our 

supporters that we can be fully relied upon 

to manage all our affairs to a very high 

standard, as well assure all our donors that 

the IRS will fully honor their claims for 

tax donation credits. 

 

The process of Accreditation involved our 

preparation of a new Handbook document-

ing how we perform all our duties.  It also 

involved detailing how we manage our 

owned properties, such as Island Woods, 

as well as how we enforce Conservation 

Easements held on properties upon which 

we hold Conservation Protection Ease-

ments.  In total, our Accreditation material 

filled fifteen three inch thick three ring 

binders.  The mosaic picture shows me 

sealing the three boxes containing all this 

material and loading them into my SUV 

for shipment just before Thanksgiving. 

 

Here at Lauderdale we are working with 

the Fish Committee of the Association to 

provide logs from Island Woods for the 

construction of new fish cribs.  These 

cribs should help maintain a more repre-

sentative population of game fish, since 

young fish will have a safe haven from 

large game fish.  A sample crib is shown 

in the photo.  We are also continuing our 

work with the Lauderdale Lakes Lake 

Management District to help them obtain 

the County and other permits needed for 

continued full public use of their Don Jean 

Bay wetlands. 

 

 

This winter we were delighted to wel-

come Debbie Ferrari, as the new LLIA 

representative on our Board.  Don 

Henderson, who was the LLIA represen-

tative on our Board, has become a regular 

Board member.   
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Our watershed work at Delavan continues, 

and we are searching ways to partner with a 

church group to permanently protect a 

large lake shore property on Lake Beulah 

owned by the group.  I strongly encourage 

anyone interested in conservation to join 

one of our committees, and to make a do-

nation.  Our donation form is reproduced 

below. 

  

LAUDERDALE LAKES YACHT 

CLUB 

Love these Lakes 

By Nancy Thelen 
 

What a pleasure it is to be part of a group 

whose mission is to provide fun activities 

for residents creating a sense of community 

on beautiful Lauderdale Lakes!  Local 

charities also benefit.  Last year, the Elk-

horn Food Pantry received a $1300 dona-

tion, Lakeland Animal Shelter received 

$250 and $270 was donated to the Aqua 

Skiers. 

 

Our season will kick-off on Memorial Day 

weekend.  Everyone is invited to Cocktails 

with the Commodore; the perfect place to 

reconnect with old friends & make new 

ones.  Other activities for 2012 will include 

Taste of the Lakes, Newcomer’s Cocktail 

Party, July  7th Fireworks Display (please 

note date), a Flotilla for Families, TGIF on 

Pleasant Lake, Charity Golf Outing, Fall 

Farewell Party & a Holiday Gathering. 

 

Watch your mail in early May for a com-

plete schedule of events along with infor-

mation on how to join in on the FUN.  I 

was reading recently that becoming a mem-

ber of a group raises your level of Happi-

ness more than a pay raise or a promotion.  

So I must conclude that the happiest people 

on the lakes are involved in all of the 

groups Lauderdale has to offer! 

 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

WATER (AND ICE) QUALITY 

REPORT  

By Dave DeAngelis 
 

Things are quiet on the water testing front 

so I thought I’d recap the 2011 water test-

ing season. From a water testing perspec-

tive, 2011 was very typical with a few 

twists and turns. The WDNR came out to 

do some extra testing on Green Lake in 

August. The focus was to collect some ex-

tra samples to compare with our test re-

sults. Such comparison helps to confirm 

that our procedures are performed cor-

rectly, and it gives us an extra set of data to 

verify trends that may be appearing over 

the course of the season.  

 

Spring was abnormally windy. The water 

testing that we do requires that the wind 

and wave action be manageable so we had 

to avoid days that were excessively windy. 

Also, the windy weather acted like a big 

Kitchen Aid blender on the lakes and ap-

peared to have a definite effect on the dis-

solved oxygen levels. 

 

Secchi Disc and Water Clarity 

 

The Secchi disc is a test instrument used to 

determine water clarity or the depth that 

sunlight can penetrate into the water. This 

light penetration impacts many other char-

acteristics of our lake quality and is argua-

bly the most important testing we do. For 

each lake, 14 Secchi disc readings were 

taken over the 2011 season. 

 

Green and Middle Lakes had higher than 

normal Secchi readings this past year, espe-

cially during the spring months. As an ex-

ample, Green Lake had a high reading of 

32.5 feet and Middle Lake had a high read-

ing of 25.5 feet. A higher Secchi reading 

means that more sunlight penetrated 

deeper into the lake, and the oxygen pro-

ducing organisms that depend on sun-

light (algae) were able to thrive in the 

deeper water. For both lakes, 9 of 14 

readings were above 13 feet. 

 

Dissolved Oxygen 

 

Dissolved oxygen is important to our 

lakes. Like humans, fish and other 

aquatic organisms need oxygen to live. 

Some oxygen enters the water at the sur-

face (from the air), but a substantial 

amount is produced via photosynthesis 

by oxygen producing organisms (algae). 

Typically, fresh water fish need oxygen 

levels to be at or above 5 mg/l 

(milligrams of oxygen per liter of water) 

to survive. For each lake, 8 sets of dis-

solved oxygen readings were taken over 

the 2011 season. In spring, both Green 

and Middle Lakes, again, had some inter-

esting things going on. 
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Become a Kettle Moraine Land Trust Member 

 
Join us in becoming a Kettle Moraine Land Trust member with your tax-deductible 

membership.  In addition to supporting KMLT work, members receive newsletters and 

notices of special events.   

 

� Yes, I would like to become a Kettle Moraine Land Trust member! 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City __________________________________________ State ________________________ 

 

Zip _________________ Phone ________________________________________________ 

 

Email _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please mail this completed form  

with your check to: 

 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

P. O. Box 176 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

 

KMLT is a 501(c)(3)  

not-for-profit organization. 

Membership levels: 

Member                  $35 – $99                ______ 

Conservationist      $100 – $ 249            ______ 

Naturalist*              $250 - $499             ______ 

Visionary*              $500 – $999            _______                                

Legend Builder*     $1000 and up          _______     

 

*Donations of $250 and up qualify to have an 

engraved brick  placed on the Overlook at Island 
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For Green Lake, 5 of 8 dissolved oxygen 

readings were at or above 5 mg/l at a depth 

of 50 feet! Middle Lake had 5 of 8 read-

ings above 5 mg/l at a depth of 35 feet. For 

those of you that fish, and noticed that 

some of your favorite fishing spots had no 

fish, this is one of the reasons! The fish 

had a lot more lake to wander around in 

because there were abundant high oxygen 

zones compared to past years. 

 

Phosphorous and Chlorophyll 

 

For all three lakes, phosphorous levels 

were measured 4 times over the 2011 sea-

son and chlorophyll levels were measured 

3 times. For all three lakes, all data was 

consistent with expectations and was 

slightly lower than prior year averages. 

  

Ice - Sort Of 

 

Because of the unusually warm weather 

this past November and December, it 

seemed as though our lakes would never 

freeze over this winter.  

 

 

Alas, during the 2nd week of January, 

things cooled down enough and all three 

lakes “froze over” within a 1 week period. 

What does “freezing over” actually mean? 

Some lakes in Wisconsin froze and un-

froze several times, well into winter. Oth-

ers partially froze with the majority of the 

lake covered with ice, but there were spots 

with open water scattered about. I con-

firmed the definition of “freezing over” 

with my contact at the WDNR and con-

cluded that “freezing over” or “ice on” 

means that the deepest spot in the lake is 

ice covered and that such covering is con-

tinuous from one side of the lake to the 

other in the area of the deepest spot. Al-

though “ice on” was slightly later than 

usual on our lakes this winter, this year is 

not that unusual where, last year, Green 

and Middle Lakes froze over the last week 

of December. 

 

Be safe! Have fun! Enjoy the rest of your 

winter!  
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