
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   

LLIA PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Lake Improvement 

Association Member,  

  

I hope that everyone had an 

opportunity to enjoy the early spring 

and the great weekends we had 

throughout the summer.  If you were 

lucky, you had the opportunity to 

enjoy a few days during the week, 

when the calm waters and soothing 

sounds of the Wisconsin countryside 

become more vivid.  Today, warm 

summer breezes have become a distant 

memory.  The piers, boats and rafts 

have been put away; the fireplace has 

been lit and board games have once 

again made their appearance.  

  

It has been a successful year for the 

Association. We began meeting at the 

newly renovated Lauderdale Lakes 

Community Center.  The Community 

Center, located adjacent to the golf 

course was purchased and paid for by 

the Lake District.  It has proven to be a 

great place to meet.  Not only for 

LLIA, but others looking for a meeting 

room close to the lakes.  We were able 

to provide funding to the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department to acquire 

four defibrillators at the beginning of 

the year.  With such a large area for 

the volunteers to watch over, this 

additional equipment has already come 

in handy.  The fish jamboree was a 

great success, participation is 

increasing and the kids have a great 

time.  This event has grown into a fun 

and educational event.  Read on for 

more information about these great 

events and other articles our Directors 

have written.   

  

Winter brings a wide variety of 

activities that can also be 

enjoyed.  Once the ice reaches a safe 

level, you can once again enjoy 

activities on our lakes: ice fishing, 

snowmobiling, ice skating and 

sledding.  Remember to dress for the 

weather and prepare properly if you 

are out on the ice.  Island Woods offers 

a unique view of nature throughout the 

winter.  The snow laden woods reveal 

secrets of the habitants that may not be 

as noticeable in other seasons. 

Remember, the viewing area on Oak 

Park Drive is available all year long.  It 

is a peaceful place to overview the 

kettle.  

  

I am happy that so many residents 

continue to support the LLIA.  If you 

haven’t taken the opportunity to 

review the new directory, please do 

so.  Remember that the directory is not 

only a useful resource for locating 

neighbors and friends across the lakes, 

but a handy guide to vendors that 

provide services within the lake 

community.  

  

This is the fourth and final edition 

of Shorelines for 2011. We have 

already established LLIA plans and 

budget for 2012.  We look to increase 

membership and the awareness of our 

lake community in 2012, our 110th 

anniversary year.  

 

Please mark your calendar for our 

annual meeting on June 9, 2012.    

  

As LLIA President, I wish each of you 

a peaceful holiday season filled with 

friends, family and most of all great 

memories.   

 

Look for the next Shorelines in 

February 2012. 

 
 

 

Ron Mueller 
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LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 

 
2012 Town of LaGrange Election 

 

The Town Board Chairman and the First 

Side Supervisor positions will be up for 

election in 2012.  Elections are held the 

first Tuesday in April, which is April 3, 

2012.  Candidates elected to the Town 

Board serve two year terms of office.  Can-

didates must file formal nomination papers 

to be on the election ballot, and the closure 

date is January 3, 2012.  Candidates must 

be Town of LaGrange residents.  The first 

day nomination papers may be obtained 

from the Town Clerk, Crystal Hoffmann, is 

December 1, 2011, and they must be filed 

with the Town Clerk before the closure 

date.   Frank Taylor is the current Town 

Board Chairman, and Dan Wilson is  is the 

current First Side Supervisor.  

 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

 

All the members of the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department extend their 

thanks to the 700 people that attended the 

August Steak Fry.  The annual event was 

very successful this year, and the profit of 

$5000 has been designated towards the 

purchase of a new truck to fight brush fires.      

 

This was the second year the Department 

worked with the new owners of The Lau-

derdale Landing Restaurant.  Fire Chief 

Duerst related “The Landing Staff were 

very supportive and great to work with”.  

All the Fire Department members wish to 

extend their appreciation and thanks to the 

Healy Family for the use of The Lauderdale 

Landing Restaurant and Grounds for their 

Annual Steak Fry Fund Raiser.   

 

Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst said, “A 

volunteer fire department takes the dedica-

tion of many people.  The volunteer staff 

we have is totally dedicated to providing 

the best Rescue and Fire Fighting tech-

niques and equipment to assure the support 

and safety of people and property in this 

area.  The area property owners and resi-

dents are true partners in this effort by sup-

porting our Department through gifts and 

fund raisers.  I extend my personal thanks 

to all of you for making the Depart-

ment very successful.”   

 

Does Your Home Have An Alarm Sys-

tem? 

 

Many homeowners in The Town have 

alarm systems to provide security and also 

to send an automatic notification if a prob-

lem occurs while you are away.  Alarm 

Systems are effective; however it is very 

beneficial to have a “Key Holder” near by.  

The Key Holder is someone that lives close 

to your home, and an individual that can 

unlock the home if the Fire Department 

responds to an alarm call.  

 

 Rest assured that the Fire Fighters have the 

tools to enter your home and they will if 

there is a fire observed.   It is the alarm 

calls answered where no problem is ob-

served then it is best to have a Key Holder 

available to unlock your home and let the 

Fire Fighters in for follow up.  Chief Duerst 

recommends that each home with an alarm 

have a Key Holder to help in case of emer-

gency.  It will be very beneficial if you pro-

vide this information to Fire Chief Duerst 

each year to assist in quickly resolving any 

automatic alarm response to your home 

 

Home Fire Safety Tips 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

Volunteers ask all property owners and 

residents to think and practice fire safety.  

Test all of your Fire Alarms.  Be sure that 

an alarm is installed in each bedroom.   

Even the fire alarms wired into your electri-

cal system have a battery backup.  Be sure 

you have new batteries in all the alarms 

every year.   A good time to change alarm 

batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide 

alarms is when you change your clocks 

from daylight savings to central time.  That 

day has passed this month, but please take 

time to change these batteries now.   

 

Furnace inspections by qualified techni-

cians assure the combustion process is cor-

rect and the all exhaust gas is going outside 

and not into the house.   Many homes have 

wood stoves and fireplaces that enhance the 

ambiance of the home and also lower heat-

ing costs. Fireplaces and wood stoves are 

effective, but be sure your chimney is free 

of creosote and the stove vent pipes are not 

blocked as you will not want a chimney fire 

or a home full of smoke.  Clean them now 

before you want to use them in the winter.    

 

The Holiday Season will soon be here.  As 

you decorate your home, be careful to keep 

decorations well away from hot lights, 

stoves, fireplaces, and candles. Also be 

sure you extinguish candles when you are 

not in the same room, as you may forget 

they are lit and as they burn down cause a 

fire to be started.   If you have a decorated 

Christmas tree, be sure it is away from the 

fireplace and other open flames. Fire Fight-

ers recommend using low wattage electric 

lights that will not ignite the needles.   

 

 Please keep your driveway clear of tree 

limbs and branches.  If you have a problem, 

you will want the fire truck or rescue ambu-

lance to reach your house without being 

damaged by your tree limbs.  And with 

winter snow soon to arrive, please keep 

your driveways and private roads plowed 

wide and frequently so that an ambulance 

or a fire truck may quickly reach your 

home during an emergency.  The Town 

Highway Department plows snow on all 

Town owned roads, but many homes 

around Lauderdale Lakes are located on 

private roads and/or long driveways.  The 

home owners have total responsibility for 

private driveways and roads.  Make your 

snow plowing arrangements now to assure 

a clear roadway for the emergency vehicles 

to reach your home should they be needed 

this winter.  

  

Call 911 if you need to report a fire, medi-

cal emergency or an accident.  And last but 

not least, have a fire safety plan for your 

family.  Review it with your family mem-

bers and practice the plan so your family 

will be safe should you experience a fire in 

your home.    

 

 

Town Of LaGrange Highway Depart-

ment  

 

Winter may seem to be far off as this article 

is being written. Often the first snowflakes 

fall in late October or early November, but 

the first snowflakes seem to be far away 

with the nice Indian Summer we have en-

joyed this year.  Still, Highway Department 

Commissioner Pat Hoffman has been pre-

paring for winter for several weeks.   Road 

side ditches have been mown, trees and 

brush cut back along the roadsides, and 

three Town Trucks have been prepared for 

snowplowing and sanding.   

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The LaGrange Town Board passed an Or-

dinance regulating the placement of snow 

on roadways by Town Residents in March 

2008.  Excerpts taken from ORDINANCE 

NO. 2008-01 follow: 

 

SECTION 1 states there shall be no plac-

ing of snow on any roadway in the Town 

of LaGrange that would create a hazardous 

condition for vehicle travel and persons 

shall not plow snow across the roadway 

from their driveway.   

 

SECTION 2. COSTS AND PENALTIES. 

A. Penalties. Any person adjudged to have 

violated any provision of this Ordinance 

shall, upon conviction thereof, forfeit $50 

together with the costs of prosecution per 

for each offense. 

 

SECTION 3. ENFORCEMENT AND 

BOND  

This ordinance may be enforced by a 

Town of LaGrange Road Commissioner or 

the Walworth County Sheriff Department 

issuing a citation pursuant to the provi-

sions this ordinance, as amended from 

time to time. 

 

The homeowner or renter is responsible 

for snow placement, and you are responsi-

ble for the snow regardless if you hire a 

person to plow snow for you.  Snow on 

your property should stay on your property 

and it shall not be pushed across the road 

when you clear your driveway and walk-

ways.   Please inform your snow plowing 

contractor if you hire this work.   

 

Please Drive With Care When Follow-

ing A Snowplow Truck 

 

Pat has three snow plow routes and in  

total over 63 miles of Town roads 

are cleared and sanded with each 

snowfall.  Driving a snow plow truck 

is demanding as the snow often 

swirls up across the cab and limits 

visibility both forward and back-

ward.   Wisconsin law requires mo-

torists following a Snow Plow Truck 

to stay back 500 feet.   Town High-

way Department employees ask all 

motorists to use extra caution and 

please stay back the required dis-

tance.  This is especially important at 

intersections when snow plow trucks 

often need to plow around a corner 

and then back up before turning to plow 

the other direction.  

 

Plowing snow off the many winding and 

hilly Town roads around the Lakes is the 

greatest challenge.  Pat asks all of us to 

please keep our boats, utility vehicles, 

ATVs, cars and trucks, and garbage and 

recycling containers well back from the 

road side.   It is important to have area 

along side the road free to plow snow onto 

so that the road width is not reduced dur-

ing the winter months.   

 

Garbage And Recycling Containers 

 

The garbage and recycling containers con-

tinue to be used, and John’s Disposal Serv-

ice will make the collection on the regular 

assigned day which is Monday for most of 

the Lake properties.  PLEASE ASK A 

NEIGHBOR THAT LIVES NEAR YOU 

YEAR AROUND TO MOVE YOUR 

CONTAINERS BACK TO YOUR 

HOUSE AFTER COLLECTION IF YOU 

ARE THERE ONLY ON WEEKENDS.   

The containers may interfere with snow 

plowing and certainly they detract from the 

beauty of our property when left next to 

the road all week.   

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

HISTORY ARTICLE   

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

Remembering Early 20th  

Century Lauderdale  

 

We all spend time writing – texts, emails, 

perhaps work documents – but how many 

of us have made the effort to chronicle 

what life was like for us and for our neigh-

bors at a certain time and place in our own 

history? We may think no one would be 

interested in what we have to say, but a 

detailed history becomes a gift years later 

to those who visit the same place and won-

der what is was like. 

 

Mr. Floyd Ewing, who was born in 1893 

and resided in LaGrange until the end of 

his life, left us such a document, bringing 

to the mind’s eye the LaGrange (or “Dog 

Harbor” as it was also known) and Lauder-

dale Lakes of his boyhood. The Ewing 

family farm extended down to the shore on 

Green Lake, as did several other farms. 

His detailed recollections suggest a Lau-

derdale that was more closely intertwined 

with the lives of local people than perhaps 

it is now. 

 

Compared with today, seasonal cottages 

were scarce. While a few families from 

Chicago or elsewhere owned property, 

many of the cottages that did dot the 

shoreline were either shacks that were part 

of a farm or owned by local business peo-

ple and sometimes rented out to summer 

visitors. Long stretches of shoreline re-

mained undeveloped. It says a lot about his 

memory and the density of the Lakes’ 

population that Ewing could name every 

building and its owner as they existed in 

his boyhood when he wrote his memoir in 

Whitewater in the early 1980s. 

 

At that time, for example, the Lauderdales 

still owned the property between Middle 

and Green Lakes that leads out to the 

bridge to Deakin Island. Ewing recalls 

only three houses on this property: one 

occupied by a Lauderdale daughter – 

Mandy – and her husband Judd Williams; 

one by Chet Williams; and the third by 

Walter “Wat” Lauderdale. A large portion 

(Continued on page 4) 
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of the Lauderdale property was later sold to 

the Lutheran Church and became Luther-

dale. 

 

Ewing’s grandfather, Grand Pappy Orrison 

G. Ewing, spent his first winter in Wiscon-

sin in 1838 in a dugout on the north shore 

of Green Lake and later walked from Mil-

waukee back to LaGrange to start his farm 

on the claim he had staked. He met his fu-

ture wife on the way. His grandson Floyd 

considered it “a great privilege to grow up 

adjacent to Lauderdale Lakes. I was able to 

do many things that some others could not. 

I had boats, some of which I made myself. 

Some were freaks with motors and some a 

success…. We swam and fished in summer. 

I sold vegetables and milk in summer. I 

bought a real western saddle to ride a horse 

with and my first casting rod with money 

earned in that way.” 

 

Ewing and others collected ice from the 

frozen lakes in winter to stock their ice 

houses for use in the hot weather. His 

memoir recalls doing this with a friend, 

John Duffin, who had a team of horses, one 

of which was a troublemaker called “Old 

Seth”. As Ewing and Duffin marked out the 

ice field that would be cut the next day, 

Duffin continually shouted to Seth on the 

shore to behave. Finally, Ewing says, Duf-

fin became “so provoked that he went 

ashore and beat Seth over the head with his 

naked fist, perhaps hurting his hand more 

than Seth’s bullet-shaped head. John had 

only gotten back on the ice, when Seth and 

his partner took off at a lively clip for La-

Grange,” leaving Ewing and Duffin – per-

haps deservedly -- behind. 

 

The ice collected during this escapade was 

for the ice house at the LaGrange creamery, 

a place where local farmers – almost all of 

whom owned dairy cows -- could bring 

their milk to be turned into butter for sale. 

Such creameries were sprinkled throughout 

the Wisconsin countryside at the turn of the 

century, but these businesses did not last 

much past the Depression. 

 

The lake water also had more immediate 

uses. Ewing recalls another farmer with 

lakeside property chopping holes in the ice 

on Green Lake and leading his cows out 

onto it to drink in a year when his pump 

handle froze. 

 

Local people had boats on the lake, of 

course. As a boy, Ewing built himself a 

sailing iceboat. “I designed it after my own 

idea,” he says. The boat was 12 feet wide 

in the middle and 17 feet long “with run-

ners on the narrower corners. A third run-

ner on the rear corner could be moved with 

a tiller.” The mast and boom were from an 

old sailboat, and Ewing and his mother 

made the sail from Sears Roebuck & Co. 

sail canvas. 

 

“One morning after the farm chores were 

done, my father agreed to help me haul this 

contraption to the lake, with much hope 

that it would sail, and we assembled it. 

When ready, it took off with speed far ex-

ceeding my expectations with my dad, kid 

sister Veda and I aboard. There was a light 

snow on the ice which flew, making visibil-

ity bad. After crossing the lake several 

times, a sudden gust of wind greatly in-

creased the speed. In the flying snow, try-

ing to manage the sail and tiller, I fell over-

board. The ship, without a pilot, turned 

with the wind which swept away the entire 

upper structure. After Dad and Veda had 

crawled out from underneath the wreckage 

of the sail, mast and other rigging, we 

towed the wreck back to home port. The 

next day Dad went to town and got me new 

lumber to repair the damage. I had con-

vinced him that my iceboat was a success.” 

The definition of “success” might have dif-

fered had his mother been there! 

 

Other local boats included one or two 

steam powered launches. Ewing notes that 

at least two owners of such larger boats, 

Fred Wolf and Will Bruce, ferried people 

around the lakes in them for a fee. They 

would, for example, take guests staying at 

the Sterlingworth Hotel on Mill Lake for 

excursions around the lake or ferry Lake 

residents to the hotel for dances. Ewing 

himself sometimes rode on the steamboat, 

taking it one evening from the Gripp’s 

Landing resort on Green Lake to a store 

run out of a cottage across the way to buy 

fireworks. 

 

Ewing describes the Sterlingworth as a hub 

of adult entertainment, being a “blind pig” 

in the officially dry township. One or two 

other cottages around the shoreline also 

sold alcohol clandestinely, but the Sterling-

worth boasted slot machines in addition. 

“Sometimes these machines would be hus-

tled off into the little room [where alcohol 

was served] and it locked up. It would be 

rumored that a ‘revenuer’ had been spotted 

in the vicinity,” Ewing remembered. 

 

The Sterlingworth stood near the old mill 

building that had operated at the head of 

Honey Creek on Mill Lake. This is the out-

let of the Lakes, where the dam is now. 

When Ewing was a boy, the building still 

stood, and the races leading water to and 

from the mill wheel were still in place. He 

recalls that workers at the Sterlingworth 

were lodged in the mill building at one 

time. 

 

North of the mill “was a wooden pavilion 

about sixteen feet square. It opened on all 

sides. Just outside were two springs a few 

feet apart. Each with a wooden trough lead-

ing to a shallow pit in [the] center of [the] 

building. You were supposed to sample the 

water with a tin cup always kept there. One 

was supposed to taste of iron and the other 

of magnesia.” 

 

Other notable summer occupants of the 

shoreline included at least two boys’ 

camps, one along the east end of Middle 

Lake and the other at Solid Comfort Club 

House on the south shore of Green Lake. 

The Middle Lake group came from Chi-

cago and was called The United Boys Bri-

gade. “They consumed a lot of fresh milk 

from farms adjoining the lakes. My father 

was one who helped furnish it. Taking cans 

of milk in a rowboat there,” Ewing says. 

 

The Solid Comfort group occupied the 

clubhouse only at one time. “They were 

controlled by bugle calls which could be 

heard for a long distance. They had a base-

ball team and a playing field at the east end 

of [the] Lake. Going there by boat. Our 

LaGrange team in their ‘goslingreen’ suits 

sometimes played with them on Saturdays. 

They generally beat us. They could practice 

all the week. As farm boys we had other 

things to pitch besides baseballs. However 

they were gentlemen and always compli-

mented us on what a fine game we played.” 

 

Fine memories, pithily written. The selec-

tions above are among the most lakes-

related of the many scenes Mr. Ewing re-

calls in his memoir of LaGrange. The His-

tory Column has a copy of the document, 

as does the Walworth County Historical 

Society in Elkhorn. 
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The memoir will doubtless appear as a 

source in future columns. Anyone with 

questions concerning it, should feel free to 

contact me Kathryn Ingle Calkins 

(kathryn.calkins@gmail.com) 

 

LAUDERDALE  SAILING 

CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

We had another fun filled exciting season 

in 2011. We opened with our Brunch in 

the new Community Center with its new 

mural by Katie Ingle. We had a midsum-

mer picnic hosted by Joe and Bunny 

Kovarik and the fall awards picnic hosted 

by John and Michelle Hamilton. The rac-

ing was great with only one race when the 

wind was very light. The rest were me-

dium winds and perfect sailing for the MC 

Scows. 

 

The Season is 13 races long plus the 

Harry S Truman on Labor Day weekend. 

 

The winners of the summer series are as 

follows: 

 

1st Jack Sorenson, 2nd Doug Ward, 3rd Pe-

ter Van Kampen, 4th Mike Jaeger 

 

The winners of the Yacht Club sponsored 

3 race regatta series are: 

 

1st Jack Sorenson, 2nd Mike Jaeger, Tied 

for 3rd Curt Bullock and Doug Ward. 

 

Congratulations to these winners who now 

have a big target on their backs for next 

year. 

 

We have several new sailors who joined 

the club in 2011 so our fleet continues to 

grow. Of the 92 fleets of MC scows 

throughout the US, none consistently have 

more boats on the starting line each week 

than the LL Fleet #55. Checkout the web 

page for more info.   

  www.Lauderdalesailingclub.com 

 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES LAKE 

MANAGEMENT  DISTRICT 

TOPICS 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

Pier Inspector: 

The responsibility of issuing permits for 

new and rebuilt piers is now under the 

management of the Lake District. The 

Towns of LaGrange and Sugar Creek have 

signed an agreement with the town for this 

activity to be managed by the Lake Dis-

trict. So if you need a permit or have ques-

tions about your pier please contact Bill 

Chesen 262 930 8665. 

 

 

LLLMD Annual Meeting: 

We had one of the largest turnouts ever 

primarily due to the issue of who is going 

to pay for the new storm sewer installed 

near the Sterlingworth launch and Honey 

Creek. Prior to that discussion we re-

elected two incumbent Commissioners to 

the Board and had our committee reports 

including: Golf Course, Weed Harvesting, 

Water Patrol, Septic pumping and 

review/approval of the 2012 

budget.  The basis for the discus-

sion is that it was determined that 

the Sterlingworth storm sewer 

needed to be replaced. The Town of 

LaGrange was determined to be the 

party responsible for this action. 

The Town then set up a Utility Dis-

trict (UD) comprising of the proper-

ties that were to benefit from the 

new sewer. This group objected and 

tried to convince the Town that all 

properties in the Town benefitted 

and the cost should be shared by the 

entire Town. The Town disagreed. 

Representatives of the UD ap-

proached the Lake District at a monthly 

meeting and requested that the Lake Dis-

trict pay for the sewer since it benefitted 

all lake properties. The Lake District dis-

cussed this issue and at a subsequent 

meeting reported to the UD that the Lake 

District agreed with the action of the 

Town and that the cost should be paid by 

the UD. At that same meeting, to maxi-

mize fairness to the UD, the Lake District 

offered the UD to make their pitch to the 

entire Lake District Membership. The 

Lake District Commissioners would then 

act on the vote of the majority.  

At the meeting representatives of the UD 

made their presentation as to why they 

believed that all Lake District properties 

should share in the cost of the new sewer. 

This was followed by a Lake District pres-

entation as to why the Commissioners be-

lieved the UD should be bearing the cost. 

The Q&A period was next but consisted 

mainly of persons taking one position or 

the other.  Relevant questions were an-

swered by the UD and or Lake District 

designated speakers. A vote was taken and 

the majority of the persons in attendance 

were in favor of supporting the Town’s 

and Lake Districts position of having the 

UD bear the cost of the new sewer. We 

would like to add that we appreciated all 

those who attended and for helping to 

keep the discussions responsible. 

 

BOATING SAFETY COURSES 

2012 

By Ken Blanke 

 
Three Wisconsin DNR-sanctioned boating 

safety courses will be offered this spring 

by the Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol.  

The two-day class dates and locations are 

as follows: 

 

May 19-20 Lutherdale Bible Camp – max 

class size 40 – pre-register by May 12 

 

June 02-03  LLLMD Community Cen-

ter – max class size 20 – pre-register by 

May 26 

 

June 09-10 LLLMD Community Center – 

max class size 20 – pre-register by June 

02 

 

The Lutherdale Bible Camp is located at 

N7891 US Hwy 12, Elkhorn, WI 53121 

and the LLLMD Community Center is 

located at N7511 Sterlingworth Drive, 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 (adjacent to LL Coun-

try Club near Hwy 12).   

(Continued on page 6) 5 
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Call this number to pre-register for the 

class to ensure there is an available seat 

as these classes fill up quickly 262-882-

2030. When pre-registering, in addition to 

the class date, please be prepared to leave 

the correct spelling of the student’s name, 

date of birth, a contact name and telephone 

number. 

 

Each student must have a DNR Cus-

tomer ID.  To obtain this ID call 888-936-

7463,  

7 days a week, 7 am – 10 pm.  Bring this 

number with you the day of class as part of 

the final registration process. There is a 

$10 course registration fee that will be col-

lected during registration on the first day 

of the class. 

 

The courses are open to adults and to chil-

dren, 10 years and older. A parent must 

accompany their child to course registra-

tion which will take place between 8:30 – 

9:00 am on the first day. The formal class 

will start at 9:00 am. The classes will run 

until 4:00 pm on the first day (Saturday) 

and until approximately 1:00 pm on the 

second day (Sunday).  Although compli-

mentary water and soda will be provided, 

students need to bring a sack lunch. When 

attending the class, wear comfortable 

clothing and bring paper and pencils. 

There will be a written test at the end of 

the course. 

 

Successful completion of a DNR boating 

safety class is required for anyone between 

the ages of 12 and 15 who wishes to oper-

ate a personal watercraft (PWC, which in-

cludes jet-skis, wave-runners etc.), or 

wishes to operate a conventional power-

boat without an adult onboard.  Addition-

ally, there is a NEW LAW which states 

that anyone born on or after January 1, 

1989 (and at least 16 years of age) must 

have a boating safety certificate in order to 

operate a powerboat Wisconsin’s water-

ways. So if you will be 23 this year (or are 

younger), you need a boating certificate to 

operate a PWC or a boat (without parental 

supervision).  

 

Anyone interested in the availability of 

other courses may call 800-336-BOAT or 

visit the Wisconsin DNR website at www.

dnr.state.wi.us for more information. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKE 

DISTRICT – LEAK IN THE 

LAKE UPDATE 

By  Jack Sorenson 
 

The District is continuing to pursue an-

swers to what caused the vortex in Ster-

lingworth Bay.  We have maintained con-

tact with the Sterlingworth Association.  

Recently, we have met at Sterlingworth 

Bay, with a Soils Engineer (who did the 

borings for the Town storm sewer project) 

and a Civil Engineer, to review the history 

of the site, the soils and the nature of the 

previous leak.   

 

Both engineers stated that the DNR does 

not allow migration of lake water into the 

surrounding water table.  We plan on tak-

ing soil samples soon, which will help to 

determine the porosity and the nature of 

the soils surrounding the southern Sterling-

worth Bay area.   

 

Upon determination of the existing condi-

tions, the engineers will be able to make 

recommendations as to what options we 

may have for corrective action.  Any cor-

rective actions will likely require DNR 

permitting as well.    

 
 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

WATER QUALITY REPORT  

By Dave DeAngelis 
 

Water Quality and Ice Safety 

 

With water testing for 2011 nearly “in-the-

books”, it seems like a good time to talk 

about how our data from this past year 

compares to previous years. Overall, the 

water quality of our lakes appears to be 

similar to previous years, and in some 

cases, it is slightly better. We have a lot of 

great programs in place that are designed 

to reduce the chances of pollutants (septic, 

contaminated run-off, etc.) from entering 

our watershed and these programs have 

paid off big time! We have more boats on 

the lake with bigger motors compared to 

just a few years ago. With wake boats 

gaining popularity, we now have boats that 

sit lower in the water and introduce lots of 

energy onto the lake bottom. The point is 

that we are putting more stress on our lakes 

these days, we are still able to sustain very 

good water quality, and that is great news. 

 

My father in law always says that the easi-

est way to ruin a party is to run out of ice. 

Well, the party is right around the corner 

here at Lauderdale Lakes. Typically, our 

lakes are well on their way to having con-

siderable ice cover by the end of Novem-

ber. With our lakes on the verge of being 

frozen, it’s time to think about ice safety. 

Gauging the strength of ice is very diffi-

cult. There is no such thing as 100% safe 

ice. Here are a few ice safety tips: 

 

1) Never walk or drive on cloudy ice. 

2) Only go on clear, thick ice.  

3) The thickness of ice is never consistent - 

it will be flat on top, but not on the bottom. 

If you are unsure about the ice thickness, 

stay off of the ice. If there are ice fisher-

men in the area, ask them – they will know 

the ice thickness to within an inch. 

4) Snow covering the ice acts as an insula-

tor - it makes ice warmer and weaker. 

Walking on ice with excessive snow, espe-

cially early or late in the season can be 

risky.  

5) Extreme cold snaps will actually 

weaken the ice.  

6) Ice formed over running water (rivers & 

streams) is more dangerous than ice 

formed over standing water (lakes & 

ponds). Be especially wary of ice that 

forms over springs. Stay off! 

 

Regarding ice thickness, here are some 

general guidelines to follow: 

 

1) Less than 3” - STAY OFF!  

2) 4" and thicker - probably safe for walk-

ing and ice fishing on foot. 

3) 6" and thicker - probably safe for ATV 

or snowmobiling.  

4) 8-12" and thicker - probably safe for 

small cars or light pickups.  

5) 12-15" and thicker - probably safe for 

medium trucks.  

Noisy ice doesn't necessarily mean unsafe 

ice. It's just the layer of ice shifting and 

moving on top of the water. Remember 

that the safety of ice is ever-changing and 

it depends on a multitude of factors includ-

ing ice thickness, age of the ice, tempera-

ture, snow cover, water depth under the 

ice, water chemistry, currents and distribu-

tion of weight on the ice.   

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

Never go out on the ice alone. If you are 

planning a hike (short or long) on the ice, 

here are few things you should have with 

you: 

1) Foot wear that will provide adequate 

traction and keep your feet warm and dry. 

Walking on ice is slow going compared to 

walking on land. In wet snow, your feet 

can get cold (and wet) quickly. 

2) A throw rope to provide a way to pull 

someone out of the water if they fall 

through the ice. 

3) Ice picks – keep these in a pocket that is 

easily accessible. If you fall through the 

ice, you can use these to pull yourself out 

of the water. 

4) Flotation device – if you fall through, 

you float! In icy water, hypothermia sets 

in quickly. 

5) Spud bar – basically a walking stick 

with a nail at the end to help keep your 

balance as you walk on the ice and probe 

for unsafe ice. 

 

Have a safe and FUN winter! 

 

KETTLE MORAINE  

LAND TRUST (KMLT) 

By Herb Sharpless 

 
Kettle Moraine Land Trust Continues 

Watershed Protection Focus 

 

On the last Sunday morning of October, 

leaders from our lake community organiza-

tions helped me update the road sign at 

Jackson Creek Preserve, located just south 

of I43 on Hwy 67.  This 24 acre wetland 

provides filtration of the fertilizer and silt 

runoff from the surrounding agricultural 

fields, so its preservation is very important 

for water quality in the Jackson Creek wa-

tershed!  When KMLT became responsible 

for Stewardship of this Preserve during 

2010, we focused on improving the mark-

ing of this wetland, by funding a survey 

and then adding Conserved Land Boundary 

signage.  At the same time, Dave Weiner’s 

marketing company helped us design a new 

road sign, which I was able to get printed 

by a local contractor.  The challenge was to 

replace the old sign, mounted 12 feet off 

the ground on two large posts! 

 

I also needed a way to transport the two 

new 4X8 foot signs, so I asked folks with 

access to a pickup truck.  Scott Mason 

agreed to bring the LLLMD truck.  Then I 

recruited Jeff Angst who is leading the 

LLIA Fish Committee, Fish Crib project to 

help with the lifting and assembly.  He also 

brought a truck!  Finally, I talked Dave 

DeAngelis into helping – it is a water qual-

ity project.  I pre-dug the new back post 

holes, as the signs are supported on a tri-

pod of posts to make them more stable in 

the wind and we proceeded with the old 

sign removal.  The screws were rusted, so 

my Sawzall was put to good use by Dave 

and Jeff, while Scott and I collected the 

new signs. Then Scott roped the old sign to 

the LLLMD truck and pulled it off – prob-

lem solved!  We moved the back post to its 

new hole, added the third post and started 

backfilling the holes, while adding cross 

bracing to form the sign support structure.  

Note: Scott and Dave screwing around on 

the top of the structure!  Using the two 

pickup truck beds for a work platform, we 

installed the new signs, finishing before the 

rains started.  

 

Great teamwork got this task completed 

safely.  Thanks guys! 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

Become a Kettle Moraine Land Trust Member 

 
Join us in becoming a Kettle Moraine Land Trust member with your tax-deductible 

membership.  In addition to supporting KMLT work, members receive newsletters and 

notices of special events.   

 

� Yes, I would like to become a Kettle Moraine Land Trust member! 

 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City __________________________________________ State ________________________ 

 

Zip _________________ Phone ________________________________________________ 

 

Email _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please mail this completed form  

with your check to: 

 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

P. O. Box 176 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

 

KMLT is a 501(c)(3)  

not-for-profit organization. 
7 

Membership levels: 

Member                  $35 – $99                ______ 

Conservationist      $100 – $ 249            ______ 

Naturalist*              $250 - $499             ______ 

Visionary*              $500 – $999            _______                                

Legend Builder*     $1000 and up          _______     

 

*Donations of $250 and up qualify to have an 

engraved brick  placed on the Overlook at Island 

Woods. 



(Continued from page 7) 

 

 

 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

Accreditation 

 

The land trust accreditation request has 

been accepted, so members of the Board 

are busy assembling the Application and 

the Projects selected for review materials 

for delivery before November 17, 2011.  

The Island Woods Preserve and the Jack-

son Creek Preserve were both selected.  A 

key element of this review is the level of 

Stewardship Reserve funding, required to 

support these properties in perpetuity.  

The LLIA Directors have supported major 

contributions to build this reserve over 

time.  Without this community support, 

our land trust accreditation request would 

not have been possible.  Thank you LLIA 

members for making this watershed pro-

tection possible! 

 

LLIA Scholarship Committee 

By Pauline Vance 
 

The LLIA is organizing a Scholarship 

Committee for awarding monies to chil-

dren of the Association who are college 

bound with degrees leading towards envi-

ronmental studies. We are looking for vol-

unteers who would like to help with input 

and review of different aspects  of the 

Committee. 

 

We are planning that this project should 

only require 2-3 meetings starting after the 

first of the year.  If interested, please con-

tact Pauline Vance.  Phone: 847-459-8127 

Email:  pauline325@sbcglobal.net. 

 

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Brian Walsh 
 

Another open water fishing season is rap-

idly coming to a close.  The ice is coming 

and that means the start of the ice-fishing 

season.  Before we get to the ice fishing 

news, here’s a recap of the events within 

the fish committee the last few weeks. 

 

On September 16th, the fish committee 

stocked smallmouth bass into the lakes.  If 

you made a donation to the fish-stocking 

program, thank you very much 

for your generosity.  We could 

not continue our stocking efforts without 

your contributions.  Please pass the word 

about the fish-stocking program to those 

who may not know about it.  To help with 

donations for the fish stocking, if you 

make a donation to the stocking, I’ll tell 

you where we put them in. 

 

We are trying to install the fish cribs be-

fore the ice arrives.  This is becoming a 

large undertaking but we are getting there.  

We still need volunteers to allow us to in-

stall the cribs in front of their shoreline.  

The water must be at least 12 feet deep.  

Please contact me at bwalsh@emt.com if 

you can help.  We are also looking for 

logs at least 6 feet long and monetary con-

tributions. 

 

Back to the hard water fishing season (that 

means ice).  As the ice fishing season 

opens, please be safe!  When going out on 

the lake, bring a spud bar with you to test 

the ice’s depth.  Just because it looks 

thick, still check.  We will be hosting an 

ice-fishing tournament in mid February.  

Times and details to follow.  If you are 

interested in donating prizes or helping 

out, please contact me. 

 

Have a wonderful Holiday Season.  For 

me, I’m asking Santa for a red bass boat 

again.  It’s going to happen eventually. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WEBSITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

Hello to all of you who have been visiting 

the website. The latest updates have added 

several new items to the website content. 

 

Starting with the MEMBERSHIP. Double 

click the membership button to bring up 

2012 membership message from our LLIA 

President, Ron Mueller.  

A single click of the membership button 

will show a dropdown menu which dis-

plays two items: the current membership 

application form or a 

document containing 

the 2011 thru 2013 

Officers and also a 

list of all of the cur-

rent LLIA Directors, 

and their respective 

districts. 

 

The August issue of 

the Shorelines has 

been posted to the 

website, as well as the 

2011 Annual Meeting 

Notes and the August 

Directors Meeting 

Notes. See what the 

LLIA is working on. . 

 

Look under LINKS 

and you will find 

2011 Fish Jamboree. There is a link that 

will take you to a “Shutterfly Album” with 

many pictures of the 2011 Fish Jamboree. 

Thanks to Jennifer Walsh and her camera 

for providing these pictures. 

 

Lauderdale Lake History Books for only 

$9.00. Look under HISTORY BOOK or 

TOPICS buttons for a revised order form. 

Want an additional LLIA Directory?  The 

order form is also available on the same 

form.  

 

Don’t forget to check the scrolling mar-

quee on the home page for time sensitive 

messages. 

  

Visit our website at: WWW.LLIA.ORG.   

I can be emailed at:  jantonicic@hotmail.

com or telephone 630-964-0393. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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BOB WAESCO HONORED FOR 

WORLD WAR II SERVICE 

By A. J. Goldsmith 

                         

It was a special jet that lifted off from Mil-

waukee ’s Mitchell Airport early in the 

morning last October 8. The airplane’s 

passengers were special as was the flight. 

 

The passengers were Wisconsin veterans 

of World War II and the flight was part of 

the Honor Flight Network that since 2007 

has been bringing veterans to Washington , 

D.C. for a special day that included visits 

to the World War II Memorial, Iwo Jima 

Memorial and Arlington National Ceme-

tery . 

 

Among the WW II veterans on this flight 

was long-time Middle Lake- resident Bob 

Waesco, who served at a forward artillery 

observer with the 275th Infantry Regiment 

of the 70th Infantry “Trailblazers” Divi-

sion in 1944-45.  

 

 

Waesco is well known around Lauderdale 

Lakes . On hot summer days he can be 

seen hanging out at Pebble Beach on 

“Miss Marie,” his blue pontoon boat 

named for his deceased wife. He was also 

the first operator of the lakes weed cutter. 

 

The 19-year-old Waesco disembarked at 

Marseille , France , in mid December 1944 

just at the time Hitler’s army launched its 

front-long winter offensive that we remem-

ber as the “ Battle of the Bulge.” The 

green troops of the 275th were rushed into 

combat to stop the German charge. 

 

The American soldiers were put into de-

fensive positions along the Rhine River 

near the town of Bischweiler south of the 

Haguenau Forest . They met the German 

offensive at Philipsburg. In February the 

275th retook the French industrial city of 

Forbach and a month later descended the 

Spicher Heights to capture Saarbrucken , 

capital of Saarland . The 70th Division’s 

GIs took heavy casualties as they fought 

their way through the bitterly- defended 

Siegfried Line.VE Day in April ended 86 

straight days of combat for Waesco. For 

the next year he served on occupation duty 

in Germany . 

 

Waesco was awarded a Bronze Star 

Medal, Army Good Conduct Metal, a 

European Theatre w/ two battle stars, a 

French Croix de Guerre and German Oc-

cupation Medal. 

 

After he was discharged in 1946, Waesco 

attended the University of Nebraska 

( Omaha ) on the GI Bill. He then was 

transferred to Lake Forest College where 

he earned his Bachelor’s Degree. He re-

turned to Joliet where he launched a suc-

cessful business.  

 

The Honor Flight Network is a privately-

funded effort to honor America ’s veterans, 

with priority given to World War II veter-

ans who are in their 80s and 90s. The 

Honor Flight Network began in 2005 with 

137 veterans brought to Washington , D.C. 

In 2010 some 22,149 veterans from all 

over the United States were flown to the 

nation’s capital.  
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