
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   

LLIA PRESIDENT 
                

Dear Lauderdale Neighbors, 

    

Summer arrived early this year and the air 

temperature has been above normal along 

with very warm lake water.  I hope you 

have enjoyed the many great days for 

boating, swimming and fishing on 

Lauderdale Lakes.  This is certainly a good 

contrast to the cool weather we 

experienced during last summer.  As the 

summer comes to a close in September I 

hope you will take time to enjoy more time 

on the water.  Remember that the fall can 

be a good time for a trip around the lake to 

see the fall colors and get in some good 

fishing.   

 

This is the third LLIA Shorelines for this 

year.  Once again we have some excellent 

articles related to our Lakes and the Town 

of LaGrange.  Kathryn Ingle Calkin’s 

History article on page 3 is most 

interesting.  It relates the beauty and 

tranquil benefit of visiting Lauderdale 

Lakes in the 1920s.  

 

This article reminded me of my mother Joy 

Henderson telling about staying in a 

Cottage on Mill Lake in 1920.  She learned 

to love Lauderdale Lakes as a youth, and 

enjoyed the lakes for many more years.  

She was thrilled when her father purchased 

LL 243 and 243 in 1937.   She and my 

father and grandparents instilled the need 

for their family to continually enjoy and 

care for the lakes.  All have been LLIA 

members.  This was passed on to me and 

now to our children.  My mother celebrated 

her 97th birthday on July 4 this year in her 

cottage.  It was a great day and she was 

very happy to be at the lake.  Sadly she 

passed away July 29th, however, she leaves 

a legacy for our family to proudly follow in 

caring for Lauderdale Lakes.   I encourage 

all of you to consider a similar legacy of 

caring for and maintaining our lakes for 

future generations.   

 

Check out the Fish Committee report on 

page 4.  The Fish Jamboree was a great 

success, and also the fish stocking program 

is going well.  Like to sail or watch sailing 

races on the Lakes.  Learn the latest about 

the Sailing Club from Peter Van Kampen’s 

article on page 9.  These sailors have a 

good time with or with out wind at their 

back.  Dave DeAngelis brings good news 

on Water Quality.  Find out more about 

phosphorus and algae in his article on 

 page 8.   

 

Boating safety is paramount in importance 

for all using our lakes.  Nestor’s article on 

page 3 explains the new boating laws that 

went into effect this year.   

 

 

July was a month of big rainfall this year.  

My rain gauge showed 6.7 inches of rain in 

a two day period.  Of course the lake water 

level went up, but we did not have slow no 

wake as we did in the past years.  Read 

about the high water and how it quickly 

went over the dam on page 7 in an article 

written by Peter Van Kampen and Jack 

Sorenson.  Also see the article on Leak in 

the Lake.  As we have seen at Lake Delton 

and an Iowa lake a failure can drain the 

lake quickly.  All of us as property owners 

need to be certain that we do not have leaks 

that could drain our lake to a low level 

making water sports and fishing a thing of 

the past.  We all need to help assure that 

leak potential is fully resolved so our lake 

is preserved.   

 

The KMLT article on page 6 relates the 

newly installed board walks and the plans 

to expand the board walks in the Golf 

Course Wetlands.  These are used by the 

Aqua Skiers to reach their location for 

weekly shows. The LLIA Website is a key 

tool to stay abreast of events around the 

lake.  It has been updated and it is more 

user friendly now.  Take a look www.llia.

org and bookmark it for quick future 

access.   

 

I hope you supported the Annual 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

Steal Fry Fund Raiser at The Landings 

August 14th.  The Department has 

responded to numerous emergency calls on 

and around the Lakes this summer.  We are 

most fortunate to have this Volunteer 

Department available to meet our 

emergency needs.   

 

I thank each of you for being LLIA 

members.  Membership is important for 

our Association to continue protecting and 

improving our Lakes.  I hope you enjoyed 

the summer and have a good fall.   

 

Don Henderson  
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LAUDERDALE LAKES  

HISTORY ARTICLE 

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

Lauderdale: “Ideal for the Summer 

Home” 

 

Many of us summer residents at Lauder-

dale know the weekend drill: driving 

through heinous traffic only to arrive late 

and get up the next day to drive to the 

farmer’s market or grocery (which is much 

farther away than at home); loading up the 

car two days later to arrive home in time 

for work on Monday. Driving is among 

the least enjoyable elements of our sum-

mer home experience. 

 

But a 1920s-era promotional brochure 

provided recently to the history column 

takes us back to a time when “motoring” 

was still a novelty. People took pleasure in 

getting to a place like Lauderdale, which 

was so different from the city, in their 

cars. 

 

The lake had been home to a number of 

fishing shacks and some fancier summer 

homes prior to the turn of the 20th century, 

but was a more remote destination because 

of a lack of paved roads. By the ‘20s, 

however, the Sterlingworth Hotel had been 

built and even remodeled and—as the bro-

chure touts—Walworth County had “just 

appropriated $3,500,000 for cement 

roads.” The lakes were becoming a desir-

able destination for upwardly mobile Chi-

cago residents. 

 

At least, landowners and the Sterlingworth 

Hotel wanted people to think so. “The 

lakes are ideal for a summer home, be it 

mansion or cottage. Many Chicagoans of 

means already have beautiful places on the 

wooded shore,” states the brochure. “From 

the State line to Milwaukee the roads will 

soon be solid cement and are now nearly 

perfect. They have no equal anywhere in 

the country, unless it be along the Califor-

nia coast.” Praise indeed! 

 

The promoters took care to paint a picture 

of Lauderdale as a romantic, mysterious 

destination waiting to be explored, yet not 

without modern amenities. Beneath a 

photo of happy, hatted people riding in an 

open-topped car, they write “There is the 

lure of the Indian wilderness at Lauder-

dale, with the convenience of the 

city or finished resort.” And elsewhere, “it 

is FAIRYLAND as well, being replete 

with Indian legends and landmarks.” 

 

The shoreline is described as “diversified 

and broken, offering some distinct plan for 

the various whims of imaginative builders. 

There are coves, steep declines, hills and 

hollows.” While some descriptions are apt 

enough, those of us who swim regularly 

find that others border on the hard-to-

believe: “From shore to shore the lake 

beds are gravel and sand. No mud is to be 

found, and soft, green grass as luxuriant as 

Kentucky’s runs from under the trees to 

water’s edge.” 

 

Lauderdale’s healthful water also is cele-

brated in the brochure. Our “Einokenne 

Springs” brought the native American to 

the shores of Lauderdale a century and 

more ago.” There’s an underestimation for 

you! 

 

These “health-giving waters” were tested 

by a Chicago laboratory in 1919 and 

“found to be not only ‘very pure’ from a 

sanitary standpoint, but to contain ingredi-

ents of real therapeutic value.” The bro-

chure actually includes results of a report 

by Albert K. Epstein of Chicago’s Applied 

Chemical and Bacteriological Laboratory 

that lists many minerals measured in “grs. 

per gal.” Such minerals as silica, magne-

sium, iron, and potassium “are found in 

sufficient quantities to be extremely bene-

ficial in stomach troubles and ailments 

arising from an excess of uric acid. You 

can show the printed analysis to your phy-

sician.” The history column wonders 

whether we are missing out on a business 

opportunity: bottled spring water from 

Lauderdale! 

 

And if health benefits and mysterious en-

virons were not enough for you, entertain-

ments were likewise at hand. “The Ster-

lingworth, modern in every respect, oper-

ates a nine-hole golf course. There is ten-

nis, motor boating, riding and driving, 

dancing to a good orchestra, and, of 

course, good bathing and fishing. Black 

bass and pickerel are plentiful, for the 

lakes are just far enough from Chicago to 

prevent bring ‘fished out.’” 

 

The Sterlingworth itself sounds like a 

modern locavore’s dream, boasting “a 

poultry, truck and dairy farm of consider-

able proportions…. All eggs, milk and 

garden produce for the hotel come fresh 

from its own farm each day.” In addition it 

had “a grocery, confectionery, garage, ice 

house – in fact, everything that is needed 

by the cottager.” 

 

For motorists, the Sterlingworth’s garage 

accommodated 20 cars, and it employed 

its own mechanic. “A parking charge of $1 

a night is made to transients, and the cars 

of regular guests will be stored at $5 a 

week. A wash is $1.50.” If a guest es-

chewed the convenience of a car, the Ster-

lingworth met “all Chicago, Milwaukee 

and St. Paul trains at Elkhorn.” At the 

time, the brochure reckoned that a drive 

from Chicago to Lauderdale would take 

three-and-a-half hours, while a trip by 

train required only an hour and fifty min-

utes. Anyone arriving by train could also 

hire a car to use for “short tours from the 

Sterlingworth.” 

 

As a final point to contemplate, we’d like 

to leave readers with a sampling of prices 

quoted in the brochure. Rowboats for rent 

at the Sterlingworth went for $1 per day, 

“50 cents before noon, 50 cents after-

noons, or 50 cents after the supper hour.” 

To retain a rowboat for a whole week, one 

paid $5 and added an extra $1.50 for an 

Evinrude engine. 

 

Rooms or cottages at the Sterlingworth 

were “$5 a day and up. Rates for children 

quoted on request.” Larger cottages with 

kitchens were available at $50 per week, 

$150 per month or “$400 for the entire 

season, May 15 to October 31.” Was this a 

more civilized age, or what?  

 

For photos and the complete text of the 

promotional brochure see our web site at 

www.LLIA.org 

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

By Don Henderson 
 

All the members of the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department extend their 

thanks to the people that attended the 18th 

Annual Fire Department Steak Fry on Sat-

urday August 14.  The Steak Fry Fund 

Raiser was very successful again this year.  

This year’s proceeds will be used to pur-

chase new audio visual equipment that will 

be installed in the Fire Station meeting 

(Continued on page 3) 2 
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room.  This will greatly enhance the con-

tinuing education and drill programs that 

are required of all Firefighters and Emer-

gency Medical Technicians each year.  

The Department currently has five First 

Responders and 22 Emergency Medical 

Technicians.    These members must com-

plete approximately 60 hours of continuing 

education every two years.  The new audio 

visual equipment will make this continuing 

education much easier to complete.   The 

Department is very fortunate to currently 

have a total of 41 Firefighters of which 27 

serve a dual role as First Responders and 

EMT.  

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment has responded to several emergencies 

around Lauderdale Lakes this summer.  

Fire Chief Curly Duerst expressed the fol-

lowing concern and requests your assis-

tance in making their response faster.  

Chief Duerst asks “please be sure the cars 

and trucks parked by your lake home are 

off the public or private street/road and 

adequate space is available for Fire 

Trucks, Rescue Vehicles and Ambulances 

to easily pass by and/or reach your home 

in an emergency”.    The July 4th weekend 

was very crowded with many visitors and 

home owners at the Lake.  The Fire De-

partment experienced difficulty reaching 

those in need because many cars were 

parked on the streets and roads around the 

Lakes and the trucks could not navigate 

quickly past the parked vehicles.   

 

WATER SAFETY PATROL 

By Nestor Dyhdalo 
 

Two new state boating laws for 2010 

 

There are two new state boating laws now 

in effect for all of Wisconsin.  The first has 

to do with the transportation of invasive 

aquatic species and the other pertains to 

Slow-No-Wake speed near shorelines. 

 

It is now illegal to transport and spread 

aquatic invasive species. The following 

acts are illegal and may result in citations 

and fines: 

•      Failure to remove all aquatic 

plants or aquatic animals attached 

to any vehicle or to drain all wa-

ter from boat trailers, equipment 

or gear immediately after leaving 

the water and before leaving a 

boat launch area or associated 

parking area 

•      Launching or placing a vehicle, 

boat, boat trailer, equipment or 

gear into waters of the state if an 

aquatic plant or aquatic animal is 

attached 

•     Transporting on a public highway 

a vehicle, boat, boat trailer, 

equipment or gear if an aquatic 

plant or aquatic animal is at-

tached 

•     Transporting over land from an-

other state any vehicle, boat, boat 

trailer, equipment or gear for use 

in Wisconsin waters without first 

removing all attached aquatic 

plants and aquatic animals and 

draining all water  

•     Using a live prohibited fish inva-

sive species as fishing bait 

•     Using any live non-native cray-

fish as bait for fishing on inland 

or outlying waters, except for 

rusty crayfish that are dead or live 

rusty crayfish on the Mississippi 

       River. 

 

The Lake District has initiated a Clean 

Boat/Clean Water program in which a per-

son is stationed at the boat launches to 

help educate boaters about this new law 

and to assist in the inspection of boats for 

aquatic invasive species as boats are being 

launched or removed from the lake.  If no 

one is at the launch when you are there, be 

sure to carefully inspect your boat and 

trailer for aquatic invasive species as you 

launch or remove your boat from the lake. 

 

The second new state boating law for 2010 

is that is illegal to operate a motorboat at 

greater than Slow-No-Wake speed within 

100 feet of the shoreline of all Wisconsin 

lakes.  This has been in effect for our lakes 

for quite some time in that the 

shorelines of Lauderdale Lakes 

are demarcated with Slow-No-

Wake buoys which are placed 

100 feet from shore. You must 

be operating your boat at Slow-

No-Wake speed when boating 

inside the line of buoys 

(between the shoreline and the  

buoy)  

 

It might be useful to mention what is 

meant by Slow-No-Wake speed.  Unfortu-

nately, the concept is a misnomer in that it 

does NOT mean operating your boat with-

out creating a wake. Slow-No-Wake means 

a speed at which a vessel moves as slowly 

as possible while still maintaining steerage 

control. Under certain conditions (e.g. 

strong winds), you may have to operate 

your boat in such a manner that a wake is 

actually produced and yet you would be 

operating your boat in compliance with 

Slow-No-Wake speed.  Alternatively un-

der other conditions (e.g. very calm water), 

you should reduce your speed to the abso-

lute minimum needed to maintain steerage 

even though a higher speed could be at-

tained without causing a 

wake. 

 

These two new boating laws are covered in 

the latest version of the DNR Boating 

Regulations Handbook (2010) which is 

available for downloading on the DNR 

website (http://www.dnr.state.wis.us) or 

the Lake District website (http://www.

LLLMD.org under the Water Patrol tab). 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2010 

 

DATE                  EVENT 

8-14     Fire Dept. Steak Fry 

8-14     LLIA Directors Mtg. 

9-4       LLLMD annual Mtg. 

10-30   LLIA Directors Mtg.      

3 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement  
Association Officers 

 

Don Henderson, President, 262-742-4970 

Ron Mueller, Vice President 847-635-5668 

Herb Sharpless, Treasurer, 630-497-5152 

Patricia Cady, Secretary, 262-742-4190 

Floyd Pochowski, Executive Board, 262-742-3568 

Dave DeAngelis, Executive Board , 847-223-6268 



(Continued from page 3) 

 

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Greg Schindler 

 & Jim Frenchy 

On Saturday, July 17 the annual LLIA Children’s Fish Jamboree was held at the “New “Landings. The Fish Committee was joined by 

the support of the Yacht Club and Kettle Moraine Land Trust to create this annual event for the kids. The weather was hot and 57 kids 

ventured out to join in the fun: 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 5) 4 

no. NAME AGE  no. NAME AGE  no. NAME AGE 

1 Bobby Belzer 7  20 Grady Hart 15  39 Evan Potter 14 

2 Colette Belzer 6  21 Clare Hill 7  40 Grace Potter 8 

3 Joey Belzer 5  22 Jack Hill 12  41 Alessandrro Puglevellia 12 

4 Coartney Brennan 6  23 Michael Hill 13  42 Lisa Prazma 12 

5 Jack Brennan 4  24 Gwen Judge 3  43 Mike Prazma 13 

6 Payton Brautigain 2.5  25 Casey Judge 5  44 Corey Pyroeli 10 

7 Tyler Bruhuke 9  26 Vertan Johnson 3  45 Natalie Sankey 9 

8 Nathan Bruhuke 11  27 Hannah LaBarge 15  46 Tyla Sankey 11 

9 Evelyne Droessler 1.5  28 Haley LaBarge 8  47 Jordon Strasburk 10 

10 Henry Droessler 3  29 Jacob Lawrence 9  48 Andrew Tuel 12 

11 Michael Engel 13  30 Andrea Lazaro 3  49 Ethan Tuel 9.5 

12 Charlie Ford 4  31 Dominic Lazaro 7 mo.  50 Connor Vance 5 

13 Madie Ford 2  32 Jonah Lazaro 5  51 Danielle Vance 7 

14 Elise Forst 11  33 Vincent Lazaro 7  52 Savannah Walsh 5 

15 Carter Geiger 7  34 Eleanor McQueeny 11  53 Lennor Walsh 7 

16 Billy Glouski 11  35 Andy Mlynier 3  54 Ally Weiner 4 

17 Kailee Guth 14  36 Emily Miyniec 5  55 Izzy Weiner 3 

18 B. Hansen 7  37 Ian Phillips 8  56 Alexa Yerkes 3 

19 Julia Hart 12  38 Abby Potter 10  57 Audrey Yerkes 5 



(Continued from page 4) 

The Land Trust and Betsy Ingle had her 

nature exhibit and dissected a carp. The 

kids loved it. The sheriff had a demonstra-

tion with a drug sniffing dog on catching 

drug users and how the dog can attack 

those who resist arrest. At noon, our prize 

gatherer, Ron Kilinski passed out a huge 

array of gifts to all. The Landings cooks 

were Mike and Marty and cooked up and 

served a hotdog lunch to all.  

Big thanks to all those helpers:  

The LLIA Fish Committee and the DNR 

have been cooperating the past decade to 

improve our lake fishery. We are currently 

in an alternate year stocking of small-

mouth bass and walleye. This year it is 

walleye. The DNR surprised us the first 

week of June with an unexpected stocking 

of walleye. They released 29,435 finger-

lings 1 to 3 inches. (This is not a typo) . 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

Jeff Angst Barry Lutz 

Tom Burke Ron Mueller 

Dave DeAngelis John & Sarha Nason 

Peg Eggert Floyd & Ann Pochowski  

Jim Frenchy Carol Prazma 

Bill Gregory Greg & Dianne Schindler  

Ron & Jodie Kilinski Pete & Nancy Spaulding 

Bob Lindsten  
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(Continued from page 5) 

Several  reports of catches have been  re-

port  from our last release.  

 

Remember to observe size limits on bass 

and walleye. We have had discussions with 

the DNR about slot and size limits on 

largemouth however this may take years to 

do, progress is slow but they are looking 

into it. 

 

KETTLE MORAINE LAND 

TRUST 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

KMLT and the Don Jean Bay Wetlands 

 

Since we were founded in 2000, the Kettle 

Moraine Land Trust (KMLT) has been 

working with the Lauderdale Lakes Lake 

Management District (District) to both pro-

vide better municipal services and to pro-

tect the flora on the District’s golf course 

property.  The District donated a Conser-

vation Easement on the golf course in 

2003, and KMLT developed a long range 

flora plan for the wetlands in 2007.  As 

part of this planning process, KMLT (in 

partnership with the District) developed a 

boardwalk plan for the wetland to support 

all of the municipal services desired.  

These services include: mooring the weed 

harvester and transporter, mooring the wa-

ter safety patrol boat, launching fireworks, 

and public access for among other things 

the Aqua Skiers ski shows. 

Boardwalks are clearly the appropriate so-

lution to protect the flora while permitting 

the traffic across the wetland related to 

these municipal activities.  Boardwalks are 

used in numerous wetlands state-wide for 

public enjoyment and for services.  Lo-

cally, the Kishwauketoe Nature Center in 

Williams Bay uses an extensive network of 

boardwalks for the public enjoyment of 

their wetlands.  Horicon Marsh is another 

good example, where the DNR has placed 

boardwalks and platforms at the water’s 

edge for observing Canadian Geese.  In 

our situation, two boardwalks are appropri-

ate, one for public access from Highway 

12/67, and one for servicing the District’s 

municipal vessels from the fourth fairway 

of the golf course.  Thanks to the coopera-

tion of the District, and the hard work of 

the Aqua Skiers, the first boardwalk is now 

complete.  The photo below shows a por-

tion of this boardwalk as it approaches the 

water edge.  However, upgrading the mu-

nicipal services boardwalk is currently be-

ing blocked by Walworth  County.  

 

The second photo  

shows the muddy path which the municipal 

golf carts currently have to traverse on a 

daily basis. KMLT is committed to con-

tinue working with the District until this 

problem can be solved.  Meetings are be-

ing held at the state level to find a solution.  

It just doesn’t make any sense to prevent 

our District, which is a governmental unit, 

from providing the services that our lake 

community desires.  We know how to pro-

tect the flora, and so do the state and the 

county professionals.  The remaining issue 

is with our municipal services boardwalk, 

not with the public access for ski shows.  

The ordinance the county references in 

denying the municipal services boardwalk 

permit was written for private residential 

property, and it doesn’t apply to Villages 

or other incorporated areas.  Hence, we 

think it should not apply to our local gov-

ernmental (District) owned property. 

 

Meanwhile, we are protecting other 

lands nearby.  On August 4th, we will 

accept two Conservation Easements do-

nations, one on prime farmland, and one 

on nature habitat; both near Lauderdale.  

We need your financial support to en-

able us to continue serving the lake com-

munity.  Please make a generous dona-

tion using the below form. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

LAKE MANAGEMENT  

DISTRICT TOPICS 

By Peter Van Kampen  

& Jack Sorenson 

 
Lake Ordinance Inspector: 

Inspection of new dock installations has 

been the focus this summer. Each new 

(Continued on page 7) 

                 KETTLE MORAINE LAND TRUST (KMLT) 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the KMLT effort to protect our lakes. All contributions are tax 

deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                            ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution 

$________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

Mail with this form to: 

              KMLT 

         P.O. Box 176  

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                        __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   
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(Continued from page 6) 

pier has been checked against the sketch 

provided by the home owner as part of the 

permit process. We are happy to report 

that to-date only one pier had to be par-

tially dismantled because it was not built 

to the sketch provided and was not con-

forming. The dock ordinance is available 

from the Town and in the Lauderdale 

Lakes Directory. If you have questions 

you can contact the Town of LaGrange 

Building Inspector, Greg Guidry at 262-

903-5932. 

 

The Clean Boats Clean Water program 

(CBCW):  

The CBCW program has been imple-

mented and very well accepted by Lake 

Residents and Temporary boaters. The 

program is designed to prevent the spread 

of invasive species and fish borne diseases 

from one lake to another. Floyd Pochow-

ski and Bob Waesco Jr. are out on the 

launch sites and Pleasant Lake launce sev-

eral days a week performing this vital 

service. Floyd wanted me to mention that 

lake weeds hanging from your trailer can 

earn you a ticket from any Law Enforce-

ment Patrol Car and the fine can be up to 

$400. He also wanted me to thank all the 

people who are complying with the sug-

gestions of the CBCW team and are being 

very pleasant about it. Infestations of inva-

sives can cost millions to control so we 

are spending our time and money on pre-

vention. It’s up to all of us to make this 

program successful on Lauderdale Lakes.  

 

Leak in the Lake:  

The members of the Sterlingworth Asso-

ciation, the Town of LaGrange and Lake 

District are jointly discussing a long term 

solution that will prevent any leakage 

along the shoreline between Sterlingworth 

Bay and Honey Creek. Last fall, water 

found its way under the back-fill under the 

condos on this shoreline. This could have 

ended in a Lake Delton type disaster if it 

weren’t for the quick work of Town offi-

cials. If the water flow was not stopped in 

time, it could have dropped the lake level 

at least 3 feet and possibly more. It was 

stopped and a disaster prevented. Now we 

need to agree on a long term solution and 

implement it before it happens again. Dis-

cussions are on-going.  

 

Lake District Wetlands:  

The low lands between the Golf Course 

and Don Jean Bay is known as the wet-

lands. The District purchased the land sev-

eral year ago to prevent any development, 

to provide a place to operate the Water 

Patrol Boat , a place to park the Weed 

Harvesting Equipment and of course a 

place for the Lauderdale Aqua Skiers. The 

land was put into a Conservation Ease-

ment with the Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

(formerly the Lauderdale Lakes Conser-

vancy). The Water Skiers, the District and 

the Land Trust are working on a plan rec-

ommended by the Land Trust to best care 

for the land and at the same time use it to 

the benefit of the Lakes Area Home own-

ers. We are currently experimenting with 

some Eco type crates that allow the grass 

and plants to grow through it, have been 

put in place to prevent excessive wear 

caused by foot and vehicle traffic. An ad-

ditional dock was added to focus the ski-

ers coming off the lake and a large section 

of the shoreline is being restored by a pro-

fessional company. Don Jean Bay has al-

ways been a haven for skiers and the new 

boats with bigger wake is taking its toll on 

the shoreline. We believe our latest plan to 

restore this shoreline will have the desired 

long lasting effect.  We appreciate all the 

voluntary efforts of the groups involved to 

help keep this valuable resource a healthy 

part of the Lake’s environment. We are 

also considering making a walking/biking 

trail so that the whole Lake community 

can share in its use and enjoy its surround-

ings.  

 

Big Rains, Higher Water: 

Last year, thanks to the generosity of the 

Lake District Membership, there were new 

culverts installed at the outlet end of the 

Lakes. These culverts have more than 

double the capacity of the ones that were 

replaced. These past few days have pro-

vided a great opportunity to test the effec-

tiveness of the installation. Immediately 

prior to this rain event we did not have 

rains for some time however we still had 

flow over the dam at a low level. 

 

Thursday July 22 through Friday the 23rd 

we received approximately 5” of rain. 

Lots of wind, power outages and fallen 

trees were everywhere around the Lakes. 

The Lake level on Friday July 23rd, 9:00 

AM measured at the upstream side of the 

culverts showed the following: (scale set 

to a local benchmark on the dam) 

 

Lake level:         5.08 ft  (this level is 

about 1-2” above the top of the  new cul-

vert opening) 

Level at dam:     4.98 ft 

Diff:                      .10th of a foot equals to 

1.2 inches  

So the Lake at that reading was a little 

over 1 inch higher than that at the dam. 

 

Friday night we received an additional 

1.4” of rain and the Lake level readings on 

Saturday 24th, 9:00 AM were as follow: 

Lake Level        5.10 ft 

Level at Dam    5.00 ft 

Diff:                    .10   Same difference as 

before the additional 1.4” of rain. 

 

We can conclude the following at this 

point in this rain event: 

1)    The difference between the Lake 

level and dam is holding at 1.2” with 

the new culverts, this difference with 

the former culverts was up to 6” 

2)    With the Lake level over the top of 

the culvert opening and receiving 

1.4” of rain, the Lake level went 

up .02 ft which is about 1/4”. That 

means that the dam was able to ab-

sorb most of the new rain. In other 

words, with 1.4” of new rain we 

might expect the lake to rise 1.4” but 

because the dam/culverts were work-

ing well it went up only 1/4”. That is 

very good news. 

 

Studies show that at the current flow rate 

of the dam, 5-6”over the weir during this 

event, the lake level will drop around 1” 

per 24 hr period not counting the inflows 

from springs and residual runoff. So we 

might expect the Lake lever tomorrow the 

25th to be lower than today if we don’t get 

any rain today. The lake level readings on 

Sunday 25th, 8:00AM 

were as follow: 

Lake Level:        5.03 

Level at Dam:    4.93 

Diff:                     .10 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

From these readings we see that with no 

rain since Saturday morning the Lake 

level has dropped .07 of a foot or about 1” 

which is very close to what we would ex-

pect at this flow rate. So even with inflows 

from the Springs and whatever residual 

runoff, the lake level dropped an inch in 

24hrs.The difference between Lake level 

and Level at dam is holding at 1.2”. 

 

The readings for the next three days July 

26th through July 28th were: 

                          Mon.     Tues.       Wed. 

Lake Level:       4.95       4.90        4.85 

Level at Dam    4.90       4.84        4.80 

As we can see the lake dropped a full 10th 

from Sunday then a half a 10th in each of 

the last three days. This is expected since 

the lower the water level means fewer gal-

lons per minute over the dam. There still 

remains about a half a 10th difference be-

tween the Lake and the dam which is 

probably normal until the lake drops some 

more. We will continue to monitor to get a 

complete picture of this rain event.   

 

Note, at Whitewater Lake, during the 

same period, they declared a slow-no-

wake. Our new  culverts avoided that 

problem on Laudedale    

 

IMPROVEMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

I would like to say thanks’ to all that have 

submitted questions, or comments to 

Feedback on the web site. I hope I have 

responded appropriately to your input. 

 

We are striving to provide the most cur-

rent information in a timely manner. 

 

There is a list of all current officers, and 

committee chairpersons, with contact in-

formation for each on the web site. There 

are links to the membership application 

form, LL sign order form, and the Vintage 

sign form. These forms usually contain 

contact information needed for your con-

venience.  

 

The links to the various forms and other 

documents are working properly. If 

you are experiencing problems be 

sure that you have Adobe Reader 

installed. This is free software that is 

available from ADOBE. Also, the browser 

being used can affect the way pages are 

displayed. I have used Internet Explorer 

and Firefox successfully.  

Browsers are also free and can be easily 

downloaded.     

 

Visit our website at:  

WWW.LLIA.ORG.   I can be emailed at:  

jantonicic@hotmail.com or telephone 

 630-964-0393. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

YACHT CLUB 

By Commodore Barry Lutz 
 

Wow, what a beautiful spring and sum-

mer.  Our first activity for the year, Cock-

tails with the Commodore we were able to 

raise money for the Lauderdale Lake 

Aqua Skiers with their silent auction  The 

two TGIF parties were a big success, lots 

of fun and fellowship. The Poker Run 

which was being run for the first time was 

a hit; we had three lucky winners, Lisa 

Prazma, Bonnie Spears and Steve Pers-

inger. Many requests to do it again. On 

July 3rd we had our fireworks display. 

Thank you to all that made contributions 

to the safety and education fund, which 

made this all possible. The Flotilla Party 

held at Thelen Point, we served many bur-

gers and hotdogs to a large group of peo-

ple on 14 pontoon boats tied up to the 

Lakewood Pier barge. A fun day it was. 

 

We have our golf outing, dinner, and the 

annual meeting on Aug. 21st. at Lauder-

dale Lakes Country Club. Remember if 

you do not play golf, please come for  

dinner and the annual meeting. Everyone 

is looking forward to our fall party at  

Geneva National were we will have  

dinner, dancing, and fellowship. I am 

looking forward to seeing everyone at 

these two final events of the year. 

 

WATER QUALITY REPORT 

BY Dave DeAngelis 
 

So How’s The Lake These Days? 

We’ve tested the lake 9 times so far this 

year and a couple of trends seem to pop 

out. Early in the season, the water clarity 

was very good. We were seeing clarity 

readings in the 20 foot range well into late 

May despite a very windy (and choppy) 

spring season. Those of us fortunate 

enough to spend some time on the water 

this past spring got to see much of the bot-

tom of the lake on numerous occasions. 

The hot summer weather we’ve experi-

enced has resulted in a very busy lake 

since Memorial Day weekend. The combi-

nation of heavy boat traffic and the algae 

bloom have brought the clarity readings 

back to what we typically see this time of 

year.  

 

We have submitted 2 sets of water sam-

ples to the WDNR so far (much thanks to 

Peggy Crapple for her help testing) and 

have received the 1st set of phosphorus 

data from the DNR. While this is only one 

set of data, it is trending in the right direc-

tion and is consistent with a pattern that 

indicates we are doing a better job of 

keeping phosphorus out of the lake.  

 

Comparison of phosphorous levels in Lau-

derdale Lakes 2007 – 2010 

 

              Green    Middle      Mill           

2007      10.0        14.0          15.8 

2008      11.0        12.3         15.5 

2009      10.3        12.5          16.3 

2010        9.0          9.0          10.0 

Note: Quantities are in parts per million 

 

What The Heck Is Phosphorus? 

Fortunately, you probably didn’t wake up 

this morning thinking about phosphorus. 

On the other hand, as a lake resident, you 

do need to be aware of things that can 

have a negative impact on our lakes.  

Phosphorus is a necessary nutrient for 

both plants and animals and occurs natu-

rally in many minerals. It is also found in 

organic material (dead leaves, lawn clip-

pings, manure, and sewage). Phosphorus 

also is commonly found in many fertiliz-

ers. In lakes, phosphorus is usually in 

short supply compared to carbon, nitro-

gen, and other major elements needed by 

living things. Lake organisms, particularly 

algae, often have plenty of everything they 

require for growth and reproduction ex-

cept phosphorus. 

 

Some phosphorus makes its way into lake 

water via natural processes, but most finds 

its way into lakes through human activity. 

Phosphorus binds to soil particles and is 

transported when wind or water move the 

lake sediment. Runoff from farms, over-

(Continued on page 9) 
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fertilized or improperly fertilized yards, 

and seepage from lakeshore septic systems 

can be major sources of phosphorus in 

lakes.  

 

Can Phosphorus Be A Problem? 

When large amounts of phosphorus enter a 

lake, algae can reproduce explosively, tint-

ing the water green and collecting in slimy 

mats on the surface. A small to moderate 

algae bloom may bother some swimmers 

and boaters, but excessive algae blooms 

can ruin the appearance of the lake and put 

the long term health of the plants and ani-

mals that live in the lake at risk.  

 

Green Gooey Gunk On The Attack 

Several weeks ago, a bulletin was issued 

by the Wisconsin DNR warning us about 

potential blue-green algae outbreaks in 

Wisconsin. This was a result of a serious 

blue-green algae bloom in Lake Kegonsa.  

This lake is less than one hour from Lau-

derdale Lakes and is located in Dane 

County near Madison, Wisconsin. For a 

number of residents in our area, this cre-

ated some concern. For those of you unfa-

miliar with blue-green algae (also known 

as cyanobacteria), it can cause serious 

health risks to humans and animals. Fortu-

nately, Lauderdale Lakes DOES NOT 

have a blue-green algae problem.  

 

Lauderdale Lakes does have its share of 

algae with the main types being green and 

yellow algae. In addition to being safe, 

they are critical to the lake ecosystem. 

They can convert sunlight and inorganic 

chemicals into usable energy for other liv-

ing organisms. Most algae are microscopic 

and serve as the main supply of food for 

larger organisms like zooplankton, which 

in turn are eaten by small fish. Small fish 

are then eaten by larger fish, and both 

small and large fish are eaten by animals 

and people. 

 

Have a great summer and I’ll see you on 

the lake! 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

SAILING CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

We are having a terrific year. The wind 

has been medium to heavy almost every 

race. That means we have lots of excite-

ment, quite a few boats tipping over and 

the lead in the race changing very often. 

We have completed 8 races so far and 

with our unique handicap system we have 

had 6 different 1st place finishers. I say 

unique because the system was started 

here and at other lakes the same 2-3 sail-

ors win virtually every race. I want to give 

special mention to Dave Cleveland who 

had never won a race in his first three sea-

sons with the club has won two races this 

year. The top 4 sailors after 8 races (with 

one dropped race) are as follows: Peter 

Van Kampen 21 points, (lower is better), 

Mike Jaeger 23, Jack Sorenson 38, Jim 

Johnson 39. We also have a 3 race Regatta 

sponsored by the LL Yacht Club. Two of 

those races have been completed with the 

standings as follows: Peter Van Kampen 

8, Skip Cartland and Mike Jaeger tied at 

10 and Curt Bullock at 12. The Final Re-

gatta Race is schedule for August 22. We 

normally have 17 boats on the starting line 

with one of the sailors in the Committee 

boat to start and finish the race. If anyone 

would like to help with the Committee 

boat activity it would be welcome and a 

great place to watch the race. We have two 

new sailors this year literally “learning the 

ropes”. It takes a few years to get the feel 

of these greyhounds of the sailing world, 

very fast and can be very demanding. But 

if you want to rekindle that feeling in high 

school and college when your team won 

the big game, we can offer that potential 

every Sunday morning. Believe me it is a 

real kick. Check us out on the web page:  

www. Lauderdalesailingclub.com. 

  

INSPECTION DATA SHOWS 

MINORITY OF BOATERS 

INCREASING RISK TO 

LAKES AND RIVER 
Weekly News Article Published: July 27, 

2010 by the Wisconsin DNR 

Wardens will shift from education to en-

forcement of new aquatic invasive 

 species law 

Article supplied by Audrey Green with 

permission from the WDNR 

 

MADISON – Surveys at boat landings 

across Wisconsin in summer 2010 show 

that 96 percent of people say they are fol-

lowing a new law to prevent the spread of 

Eurasian water-milfoil and other aquatic 

invasive species. But a few are leaving 

boat landings with aquatic plants attached, 

potentially putting scores of lakes and riv-

ers at risk. 

 

From May through late July, 182 people 

were observed arriving at boat launches 

with aquatic plants hanging off their boat 

trailers or boats, or driving away from 

boat launches at the end of the day with 

invasive plants attached, according to 

statewide reports entered through July 25 

by boat inspectors and DNR Water 

Guards. Boat inspectors advise the boaters 

of the law and how to comply, but they do 

not have authority to issue warnings or 

citations. Survey results are available on 

the Department of Natural Resources web-

site http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/

WatercraftSummary.aspx?

countyCode=0&show=efforts 

 

Chief Conservation Warden Randy Stark 

says that such numbers will spur conserva-

tion wardens and Water Guards to shift 

from educating boaters about the new law, 

to enforcing it. “Given the extensive me-

dia coverage and boater surveys at the 

landings showing high public awareness of 

the new law, we’ll begin transitioning to 

enforcing the law by issuing citations to 

those individuals who, by not complying, 

can erase the excellent efforts of the vast 

majority of boaters.” 

 

The vast majority of Wisconsin’s lakes 

and rivers are free from the most problem-

atic aquatic invasive species; a case over 

the July 4th weekend in Vilas County il-

lustrates the threat such waters face from 

boaters who do not follow laws to prevent 

spreading aquatic invasive species or fish 

diseases. 

 

DNR Water Guard John Preuss checked 

the public launch at pristine Allequash 

Lake in Vilas County and found a trailer 

with Eurasian water milfoil and zebra 

mussels hanging from it. When the boater 

returned to the launch, he told Preuss he 

was aware of aquatic species law but 

launched anyway with weeds attached. 

The man had fished earlier that week in 

Shawano Lake in Shawano County, which 

has aquatic invasives including Eurasian 

water-milfoil, rusty crayfish and zebra 

mussels. Preuss cited the man for launch-

ing a boat in state waters with invasive 

plants attached, which carries a penalty of 

$389.50 for a first time offense. 

(Continued on page 10) 9 
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“The Vilas County AIS Partnership is 

very happy that (Water Guard) John 

Preuss chose to visit the landing that day 

and was vigilant in following through on 

the incident and issuing a citation,” says 

Ted Ritter, who coordinates invasive spe-

cies efforts for Vilas County. He adds that 

the UW Trout Lake Center for Limnology 

has agreed to monitor Allequash Lake 

carefully to see if either zebra mussels or 

Eurasian water-milfoil get established in 

the lake from the incident, Ritter says. 

 

Aquatic invasive species officials and 

public awareness campaigns have 

stressed to boaters the need to inspect 

their boats and remove any aquatic plants 

for the last 15-20 years. It’s illegal to 

launch or leave boat launches and drive 

on public roads with aquatic plants and 

animals attached, according to Bob 

Wakeman, who coordinates aquatic inva-

sive species prevention and control for 

the DNR. 

DNR conservation wardens, Water 

Guards, and the paid and volunteer 

watercraft inspectors statewide 

made a concerted push in the weeks lead-

ing up to the Fourth of July holiday, the 

busiest boating weekend of the year, to 

educate people about the laws. The effort 

netted extensive media coverage and war-

dens and Water Guards statewide issued 

dozens of warnings to boaters about the 

transport law, regional warden supervi-

sors reported. 

“Awareness of AIS is very high thanks to 

the efforts of many individuals and 

groups around the state that see this as a 

potential threat to the quality of the lakes 

in the state,” Stark says. “Enforcement of 

this new law will help support their work, 

and the good job most boaters are doing 

to remove aquatic plants and animals 

from their boats and trailers. We need 

everybody to do it, however, and hope the 

enforcement stick can get those last few 

boaters to comply.” 

 

Lake by lake breakdown on boat inspec-

tions available 

People can find additional information 

invasive species and control efforts in a 

new, user-friendly aquatic invasive spe-

cies database available on the Department 

of Natural Resources website http://dnr.

wi.gov/lakes/invasives/. 

Web users can find statewide statistics, as 

well as by county. The site provides data 

on boat inspection efforts, boater compli-

ance and special projects to prevent or 

control invasive species. The information 

is displayed in easy to read pie charts and 

bar graphs, and it’s updated every 15 

minutes to reflect the reports as they’re 

filed by more than 1,000 boat inspectors, 

both paid and volunteer, and by DNR 

Water Guards, according to Jennifer Fil-

bert, who is developing the database and 

pages. 

 

The site is a work in progress, and more 

features may be added in coming months, 

including more information about local 

projects to prevent or control the spread 

of aquatic invasive species, and interac-

tive maps. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CON-

TACT: Bob Wakeman (262) 574-2149; 

Greg Stacey (608) 576-9123; Jennifer 

Filbert, for questions on the database, 

(608) 264-8533 
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