
MESSAGE FROM  

THE   

LLIA PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbors; 

 

Where did the summer go this year?  For 

some it seems as if we had a long spring 

and early fall with the record cool 

temperatures in June and July.  Well 

August came and so did some warmer 

temperatures.  I hope you had a chance 

to do some boating this month.  This is 

the third issue of Shorelines in 2009, and 

my second letter to you as President.  

Thank you for joining the LLIA again 

this year!  Together we will preserve and 

continually improve our Lakes for our 

enjoyment now and many to enjoy in the 

future.   

 

Our current membership is 417 families, 

and we had set a goal of 500 this year.  

Our Lake has approximately 1600 family 

homes or cottages.  Please ask your 

neighbors and friends if they have joined 

LLIA this year.  We have a new 

directory this year, and every member 

will receive one copy.  By the way, we 

do have extra directories for sale at $20 

each for a current member.   I keep a 

directory on my boat as well as one in 

the cottage.  Please give us a call or send 

a check with your order form and we will 

fulfill your request.  

 

Your LLIA is an active organization, and 

many different topics in this Shorelines 

illustrate the great efforts put forth by 

members.  Yes, we had a Great 

Children’s Fish Jamboree on Saturday, 

July 18.  Check out the pictures and 

check if your child’s name is on the list 

of the 99 that participated. Oh, by the 

way, are you in the picture of all the 

parents that also came and enjoyed the 

event. The Fish Committee has a lot of 

work ahead of them to top this years 

Jamboree. 

 

A huge thank you to all that have 

donated to the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 

Dept fund used to purchase the new 

Ambulance. Note the pictures of the new 

vehicle and our proud EMS Captain 

Chuck Taylor. 

 

The Knights are on our lake and their 

steeds are dressed in their proud dress 

and sail. Peter Van Kampen has outdone 

himself. Check out the Sailing Club 

article. Nestor Dyhdalo has written a 

very timely and pertinent article on 

boating safety. Please note the DNR age 

requirements for driving a PWC. 

 

Yes, there is a state law that now bans 

the use of phosphorous fertilizer in the 

state of Wisconsin.  Audrey Greene and 

Ron Mueller have reinforced the point 

and have suggested several ways of 

preventing phosphorous in our soil from 

drifting into our lake. Herb Sharpless 

identifies the effort of the KMLT on 

Beulah Bog and Lauderdale Lakes Island 

Woods.  Both are great places to visit.   

 

Pete Spaulding, Water Quality 

Chairperson, reports the present 

condition of our lake, and Abe 

Goldsmith penned some of his thoughts 

on fishing and conservancy topics over 

the cool Memorial Day Weekend.  
 
Kathryn Calkins, History Chairperson, 

sat down with long time Lauderdale 

Lakes pier and shoreline builder Don 

Fritsche just as he retired.  Don has many 

stories to tell.  You will enjoy the article. 

It is informative, interesting and 

humorous. 
 
Audrey Green writes to us about Clean 

Boats mean Clean Waters and the impact 

of inspectors at many of the lakes in 

Wisconsin.  Floyd Pochowski is now 

certified to inspect boats and is working 

at the Public Boat Launch on our lakes.  

This activity will help prevent the spread 

of invasive species.  Please read her 

article and also be sure your boats and 

trailers are clean.  

 

Remember, if you have a lake home 

project; please use the advertisers that 

support our LLIA Directory. 

 

Between now and our next issue in 

November, the boat will be winterized, 

the baseball season will be over and the 

football season will be more then half 

over.  Be safe and have a wonderful Fall 

Season. 

Don  
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 FISH COMMITTEE  

REPORT 

By Greg Schindler  

& Jim Frenchy 

2 

no. NAME AGE  no. NAME AGE  no. NAME AGE  no. NAME AGE 

1 Bobby Belzen 6  26 Elise Forst 10  51 Vincent Lazaro 7  76 Evan Potter 13 

2 Colette Belzer 5  27 Kaitlyn Fuller  8  52 Sam Lichtman 7  77 Grace Potter 8 

3 Joey Belzer 4  28 Mitchell Fuller  8  53 Amanda Lobel 7  78 Grant Power 11 

4 Elise Blum 10  29 Tessa Fuller 10  54 Riley Lobel 7  79 Lisa Prazma 11 

5 Bradly Bodi 8  30 Trent Furlong 10  55 Zach Lobel 9  80 Mike Prazma 12 

6 Grant Bodi 11  31 Troy Furlong 13  56 Nick Lucherini 9  81 Beck Robbins 8 

7 Rich Bosko 13  32 Billy Glouski 10  57 Kaylee Lutz 9  82 Maria Robbins 5 

8 Coartney Brennan 5  33 Kailee Guth 13  58 Christopher Marra 6  83 Andrey Schleich 10 

9 Jack Brennan 3  34 Brianne Hansen 6  59 Peter Marra 9  84 Grant Schleich 3 

10 Anthony Busse 10  35 Carite Hansen 10  60 Eleanor McQueeny 10  85 Kate Schleich 8 

11 Nicole Busse 12  36 Grace Henderson 7  61 Max Milavickas 5  86 Charlotte Suttner 8 

12 Branden Butzler 13  37 Aidan Hendrickson 5  62 McLean Milavickas 8  87 Elise Suttner 12 

13 Nick Butzler 7  38 Reese Hendrickson 4  63 Rory Nebel 12  88 Margean Suttner 10 

14 Charlotte Calkins 4  39 Jack Hill 11  64 Carolyn Niersbach 12  89 Andrew Tuel 11 

15 Isabelle Calkins 7  40 Michael Hill 12  65 Daniel Niersbach 14  90 Ethan Tuel 8 

16 Frankie Cascella 3  41 Lane Kleber 10  66 Elizabeth Niersbach 12  91 Nathan Urguhart 2 

17 Gianna Cascella 5  42 Carsen Kohout 3  67 Aidan Oberweiser 7  92 Ryan Urguhart 5 

18 Clare Hill 6  43 Parker Kohout 5  68 Ella Oberweiser 5  93 Connor Vance 4 

19 Bell Cone 9  44 Clare Korbish 8  69 Graham Oberweiser 10  94 Danielle Vance 6 

20 Grey Cone 7  45 Calloway Korbish 8  70 Morgan Oberweiser 12  95 James Walk 12 

21 Augie Degenhardt 7  46 Hannah LaBarge 14  71 Cole Pepper 6  96 Ally Werner 3 

22 Marc Degenhardt 6  47 Haley LaBarge 7  72 Cassidy Peterson 4  97 Izzy Werner 2 

23 Nick Degenhardt 8  48 Corrine Larson 10  73 Case Peterson 10  98 Brayden Wilkens 4 

24 Zac Degenhardt 12  49 Andrea Lazaro 2  74 Colton Peterson 13  99 Wesley Wilkens 10 

25 Michael Engel 12  50 Jonah Lazaro 4  75 Abby Potter 10     

2009 CHILDRENS FISH JAMBOREE  –  99 CHILDREN !!!!! 

 

The LLIA Children’s Fish Jamboree on 

July 18 was a huge success. We set 

a record for attendance with 99 children. 

We, also, had bait this year for those who 

wanted to fish from the Landings piers. 

Unfortunately, the fish did not cooperate 

and not too many were caught. 

 

At noon, all the children were given great 

gifts and a hot dog lunch prepared by the 

Landings. The Landings was open and 

parents could have lunch with 

their kids and socialize with their neigh-

bors.    

 

This year, we also had a flea market 

of excess and slightly used fishing gear 

donated by LLIA members. This turned 

out to be a surprise success with the  

proceeds going to the fish stocking pro-



(Continued from page 2) 

gram. 

 

From the cash donations and food items 

received  a cash donation was made to the 

Elkhorn food pantry and animal shelter. 

 

The Kettle Moraine Land Trust, repre-

sented by Betsy and Ken Ingle ,had their 

nature display which is always a big hit 

with the kids. 

 

A big thanks to all the following volunteers 

who donated a lot of time to make this our 

biggest Jamboree ever: Mary Ann Nawara, 

Bill Gregory, John Nason, Diane Schin-

dler, Peggy Prazma, Carol, Floyd & Ann 

Pochowski, Peg Eggert, Chad Kelly, Bud 

& Pauline Vance, Ron & Jodie  

Kilinski, Don Henderson and Abe  

Goldsmith. 

  

Fish stocking of smallmouth bass will be 

taking place in late September. Our lakes 

are showing improved fishing from the 

results of our continued stocking ef-

fort. This program will continue with the 

DNR sanctions as long as we continue to 

have donations to purchase the fingerlings.  

 

Thanks to all who donated to this years 

Jamboree and to our fish stocking  

efforts.     
 

WOODEN BOAT PARADE 

By Patricia Cady 
 

Grab your cup of coffee and come down to 

your pier. A part of history will be passing 

by on Monday September 7th of Labor 

Day Weekend.  
 

Don’t miss seeing our “Wooden Boat Pa-

rade”. The parade will begin at 10:00 AM 

in front of the Sterlingworth and will cruise 

all the lakes.  
 

If you have just purchased a wooden boat, 

please call me at  262-742-4190 so we can 

welcome you aboard 

  

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

Town  of LaGrange   
 

The Town Board approved a proposed 

plan to dredge the area of Lauderdale Lake 

in front of the Town Boat House that is 

next to The Landing Restaurant.  Wave 

action has carried silt into this area making 

it almost impossible to use the boat house 

and the pier that was built to allow a pa-

tient transfer from the Town Rescue Boat 

to an ambulance.  A dredging plan must be 

finalized with the DNR before work will 

begin.  Dredging will be done by a long 

reach excavator and spoils trucked away to 

a fill site.   

 

(Continued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2009 

DATE                  EVENT 

9-5         LLLMD Annual Mtg. 

9-7         Wooden Boat Parade 

9-25-26 Walworth County Hazardous 

              Waste Collection.. 

3 

PARENTS AT THE JAMBOREE LOOKING 

PROUDLY AS THEIR CHILDREN ARE POSING 

FOR THEIR PICTURE. 

SOME OF THE VOLUNTEERS 

THAT HELPED THIS YEAR. 



(Continued from page 3) 

A review of the long planned Highway 12 

expressway corridor from just north of 

Elkhorn to Whitewater is under considera-

tion.  As most of us know, the four lane 

divided highway 12 from The Wisconsin 

Illinois State line to Elkhorn was built 

many years ago.  The planned corridor to 

continue the highway to Whitewater was 

established in the early 1960 period.  

Meetings are being held by the Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation in August to 

gather public input about the original and 

an alternate route.  The original route went 

diagonally through the Towns of Sugar 

Creek, LaGrange and Whitewater.  The 

alternate route now being considered 

would delete the original diagonal corridor 

route and rebuild the current Highway 12 

into a four lane highway.   Many Town of 

LaGrange residents and property owners 

are very concerned that the Highway 12 

plan is not appropriate and will petition the 

DOT to delete this proposal.   Which ever 

plan is selected will probably not be built 

until the 2035 time period.  However, land 

could be acquired earlier.   

 

The Town of LaGrange has the densest 

rural population of all the 16 Towns in 

Walworth County.  Many of the homes are 

in the Lauderdale and Pleasant Lakes and 

surrounding areas.  These homeowners 

believe they need good access to their re-

spective homes, but do not need or want a 

major highway with high traffic density 

that could impair the safety of the area.        

 

Lauderdale-LaGrange 

 Fire Department 

 

New Ambulance - Rescue Vehicle in  

Service 

 

The new ambulance/rescue vehicle was 

delivered to the Fire Department in June.  

The new ambulance was built by Life Line 

Emergency Vehicles in Sumner, Iowa, on a 

Ford 450E turbo-diesel engine powered 

chassis.  A significant design difference in 

the new ambulance is the layout of the pa-

tient compartment.  It provides much better 

patient access from both sides, and it also 

has four inches more head room allowing 

technicians to stand without hitting their 

heads on the ceiling.  The overall layout is 

designed for today’s emergency medical 

services (EMS) that use more interventions 

and administer more medicines to help pa-

tients survive injury and medical problems 

such as heart attack and breathing difficul-

ties. 

 

The ambulance has multiple IV supports 

and supplies and medication drawers that 

allow the EMTs to provide patient care 

from multiple locations and easily reach 

supplies.  Patients are monitored with sev-

eral different types of equipment and data 

is transmitted to the hospital from the am-

bulance.  This permits the emergency room 

(ER) doctors to prepare for the patient arri-

val and increases the likelihood of survival 

of a patient with a heart attack or stroke. 

 

A new portable 12-lead heart monitor/

defibrillator was also purchased 

in May, and it is now being used 

with the new ambulance.  The 

EMTs can take the equipment 

into a home and connect it to a 

chest pain patient immediately.  

Then an electrocardiogram 

(ECG) can be transmitted from 

the monitor directly to the Hospi-

tal ER so the doctors will be 

ready to treat the patient cor-

rectly as soon as the ambulance 

arrives.   

 

This intervention is very important with 

STEMI (ST segment elevation myocardial 

infarction) type heart attacks because a 

person’s life may be saved.   Time is eve-

rything with a STEMI.  Getting a patient to 

the hospital and into the catheterization 

laboratory within 90 minutes or less from 

the time of attack significantly increases 

both survival rates and the quality of life of 

those that survive.  The ability to immedi-

ately acquire and transmit a 12-lead ECG 

to the hospital makes it possible to 

reduce contact-to-treatment time by 

up to 30 minutes.  A recent survey 

determined that only about 10% of 

EMS organizations nationwide have 

this capability. 

  

Chuck Taylor, Lauderdale – La-

Grange Fire Department EMS Cap-

tain, is very pleased with the new 

ambulance and heart monitor/

defibrillator.  The all volunteer EMS 

team has an average of three calls 

every week of the year.  Although 

there is almost always at least one EMT on 

the scene of an emergency within 5 min-

utes of a call being received, it may take 

somewhat longer for the ambulance to 

reach a person in need than in some urban 

areas.  The addition of this new equipment 

helps provide the best possible support to 

our rural community and save precious 

minutes in life threatening situations.  

 

The funds used to purchase both the 

ambulance and the new portable 12-lead 

ECG were donated by members of the 

community either directly or through  

Department fundraising activities such as 

the annual dance and steak fry.  This was a 

multiyear task as the ambulance cost was 

$137,000, and the ECG $14,000.  The 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Associa-

tion was pleased to have been able to pres-

ent a gift of $5,000 this past January to-
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wards the purchase of the new ambulance.      

 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Chief Curly 

Duerst and EMS Captain Chuck Taylor 

extend their thanks on behalf of the fire-

fighters and EMTs to all Town of La-

Grange residents and property owners for 

their support of the Fire Department.  Your 

ongoing financial support of the Depart-

ment allows the Department to have excel-

lent equipment to provide protection and 

high quality care during many different 

types of emergency situations.   

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

SAILING CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

The sun is coming up, the breeze occurring 

just in isolated spots; there is a peace 

about, no sense of the intensity that will 

overwhelm the place in a few short hours. 

Some peasants move about the place, 

catching food for the festival that comes 

after. The officials set the course for the 

Tournament.  

 

The knights appear on the shoreline one by 

one, no page, no squire to help prepare the 

steed. This is a solo knight competing for 

the glory of his homeland and his lady. He 

hoists the tapestry to its full height and 

makes necessary adjustments. Now the 

launch, sensed by every other knight on 

the field, another combatant to be van-

quished.  

 

One by one the knights move from their 

individual homelands to the field of the 

tournament. As one sees another and an-

other the pulse quickens. Each of these 

knights are identically equipped from stem 

to stern. No advantages, no handicap, all 

are equal, putting the full measure of the 

outcome on the skill of the participant. Not 

only skill in the driving of his steed but his 

cunning and persistence and his planning 

and execution. Above all he is driven by 

the devotion to his homeland and his Lady. 

 

To return a victor is the ultimate glory. His 

head fills with the sight of his Lady swoon-

ing in his victorious presence as his steed 

returns gently to the site. 

 

The wind is building now and the knights 

dressed in a variety of tunics and breeches 

attempt to dazzle the others with their 

 pre-tournament antics. Always appearing 

not to be too serious, all the time he is cal-

culating the advantages of right or left. He 

senses not only the breeze but more impor-

tantly the subtlety of the shifts in direction 

of the breeze. These are the key to victory, 

without the shifts all knights would be 

forced to go essentially the same way as all 

other knights. It’s the shifts that make all 

the difference. Take the shift and shorten 

the course, a stab with a dagger to those 

who don’t. Learn the shifts before the tour-

nament begins. 

 

Now all the flags are out and the Ladies 

surround the tournament site in a variety of 

carriages. Let the Games Begin. The can-

non sounds and the knights are on the 

move, whipping their steeds into high gear, 

jousting for position to catch the most 

breeze, blanketing the breeze with one’s 

tapestry from the other knights when  

possible. Then tack and tack again go fast, 

cut a great swath through their midst with 

your lance, carve out a space for clear 

wind, for without clear wind there is no 

victory. Up the course watching the wind 

for shifts, watching the effect of the wind 

on the others, weighing your choices, tak-

ing a chance, and always the speed, keep 

up the speed toward the clear wind.  

 

Round and round the knights go, driving 

their steeds to the max, seeking the prize, 

the prize. Now it’s the last leg of the race 

some are back but still striving, hoping that 

the wind of a lifetime will swoop down 

and pull his steed up up and beyond the 

leaders. But the fates are not that fickle 

today and one of the leaders will win. But, 

which one is not decided, there are several 

closing in all from right and left, closing, 

closing, lances leveled, determination tak-

ing hold of all parts of his being, charging, 

charging and  for one….Victory, Tri-

umph ! Challengers vanquished. Now to 

move past the Lady in her carriage to doff 

ones cap indicating that it was all for her 

honor. 

 

Current leaders of the Lauderdale lakes 

yacht Club (LLYC) tournament: Jim John-

son, Peter Van Kampen, and a 3-way tie 

Dave Cleveland, Doug Ward and Jack 

Sorenson. 

 

Current leaders of the lauderdale Lakes 

Sailing Club (LLSC) Season: Peter Van 

Kampen, Jack Sorenson, Jim Johnson, 

Doug Ward.   

 

(Wanna be a Knight? Call 742 2567) 

 

 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Nestor Dyhdalo 

 
The joint (Lauderdale Lakes-Town of  

LaGrange) water patrol continues to work 

well.  

 

We are seeing two most frequent viola-

tions on our lakes this season.  The first 

violation, and understandably so, is ex-

pired registrations.  Many registrations 

expired this past spring (Mar. 31, 2009) 

and boaters have either forgotten to renew 

their boat registration (required every 3 

years in Wisconsin) or have neglected to 

replace the old sticker with the new one on 

their boat.  The second violation is under-

age operation of Personal Water Craft. The 

age limit has been creeping up each year 

and now the age limit, as of Jan. 1, 2009, 

for operating a PWC in the state of Wis-

consin is 20 years of age unless the opera-

tor has successfully completed a DNR 

sanctioned boating safety class and they 

must carry the completion certificate with 

them. If such training has been completed, 

the PWC can be operated by anyone 12 

years of age and older. 

 

For those boaters who pull skiers or 

youngsters in some sort of tube behind 

their boat, please be aware that there is a 

limit on our lakes of 2 skiers/tubers etc. 

being towed at any given time behind your 

boat. There are safety concerns about be-

ing about to retrieve more than two skiers/

tubers from the water on a busy weekend 

on the lakes. Under some circumstances, it 

may be tough to do with even two people 

who have capsized in the water at the same 

time.  

 

We wish you all a safe boating season as 

we head into the final months of this boat-

ing season and give the water patrol a 

wave as you see them go by. 
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PHOSPHOROUS AND YOUR 

LAKE 

By Audrey Green, 

(Submitted by Ron Mueller) 
 

Phosphorous is a natural element that is 

essential to all living organisms. However, 

phosphorous is only required in very small 

amounts and excess phosphorous in your 

lake can quickly cause accelerated algae 

and plant growth. Several studies have 

shown that when a lake becomes eutrophic 

(over fertilized) the negative affects range 

from loss of recreational value to loss of 

property value. But the process goes far 

beyond what we can see from shore. As the 

green or brown algae mats cover the sur-

face of a lake; sunlight is unable to pene-

trate the lower depths. This lack of light 

results in the death of rooted aquatic plants 

and algae growing lower in the water col-

umn. The decomposition process uses oxy-

gen, which often exceeds the existing sup-

ply. Most of the desirable fish species, 

such as Bass and Walleye, require higher 

levels of dissolved oxygen to survive. As 

dissolved oxygen levels fall, the fish may 

die. Even if these fish are restocked, many 

of the macroinvertebrates that are an im-

portant part of the food chain for these fish 

will also have been killed off. Unfortu-

nately, the fish that can survive on the low-

est amounts of dissolved oxygen are bot-

tom feeding rough fish such as carp.  

Of course, algae are not the only species 

that exhibits excess growth with excess 

levels of phosphorous. All aquatic plants 

will increase growth rates. While many of 

these plants are an important source of 

food and shelter for fish and macroinverte-

brates, extensive growth of aquatic plants 

can interfere with fish foraging, navigation, 

aeration and channel capacity. Which, of 

course, results in increased costs to lake 

residents when mechanical harvesting and 

chemical aquatic plant control methods are 

employed.  

 

Once a waterbody has been overfertilized 

with phosphorous it is a long, difficult and 

expensive process to restore the lake. In 

order to protect our lakes and streams it is 

important to understand that phosphorous 

and other contaminates do not come just 

from the land immediately adjacent to the 

water. A watershed is all the land that 

drains into a lake, stream or river. 

Everyone lives in a watershed, which 

means a home that is several miles away 

will still have an affect on the water quality 

of the waterbody within its watershed. 

Therefore, for environmental and financial 

reasons everyone should develop "water-

wise" attitudes and habits.  

 

To protect the lake or stream in your  

watershed, please: 

1.    Use non-phosphorous fertilizers.  

2.    Before applying any fertilizer get a 

soil test.  

3.    Protect against soil erosion by main-

taining dense vegetation close to the 

shoreline. Phosphorous clings to soil 

particles 

4.    When land disturbance is unavoidable 

always use sediment and erosion con-

trol  measures  

5.    At the lake edge, avoid mowing to the 

waters edge or consider planting a 

native shoreline buffer.  

6.    Ensure proper maintenance of your 

septic system.  

7.    Clean up after your pets.  

For more information please contact Au-

drey Greene at (262) 741-4972  

 

KETTLE MORAINE LAND 

TRUST (KMLT) 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

I’ll keep it brief, since Herb Sharpless is 

covering our work at Island Woods and 

Beulah Bog elsewhere in this newsletter.  

This summer, we were honored to have the 

Land Trust of Walworth County merge into 

our Land Trust.  This has brought us the 

ownership of the Jackson Creek Preserve 

south of Elkhorn, and some very dedicated 

new Board members.  This Preserve is a 

beautiful wetland along Jackson Creek on 

the east side of Highway 67.  Jackson 

Creek is the principal water source to De-

lavan Lake.  The Delavan Lake community 

is very concerned over the current level of 

nutrients coming from surface runoff via 

tributaries into their lake.  Lauderdale is 

certainly fortunate to have a relatively 

small watershed, and get most of its water 

supply from springs.   

 

 

The Land Trust is also fortunate to cur-

rently have three land owners between 

Lauderdale and Beulah Lake discussing 

with us the donation of Conservation Ease-

ments on their Upland Conservancy land.  

Upland Conservancy land is wooded, 

highly sloped with occasional ground water 

ponds.  Conservation Easements provide 

protection of lands from subdivision and 

environmental damage in perpetuity.  This 

protection continues even if the land is an-

nexed to a City or Village.  They also pro-

vide very significant tax donation credits 

(hundreds of thousands of dollars in most 

cases) which can be used over a sixteen 

year period on federal and state income tax 

returns.  The land owner continues to enjoy 
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                 KETTLE MORAINE LAND TRUST (KMLT) 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the KMLT effort to protect our lakes. All contributions are tax 

deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                           ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution $________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

Mail with this form to: 

              KMLT 

         P.O. Box 176  

    Elkhorn WI, 53121 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                         __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   



  

his land, and to sell it when desired.  How-

ever, the Easement restrictions pass on to 

all future owners.  If you own land you’d 

like to protect forever, and get some tax 

breaks in the mean time, give me a call 

(262-742-2367) to learn more. 

 

We are working with our Lake District to 

find a way to allow groups to access their 

wetland along Don Jean Bay without dam-

aging the flora that we are pledged to pro-

tect under the Conservation Easement do-

nated to us in 2003.  In fact, you’ll soon 

get a letter from me covering this subject.  

We want the Lauderdale community to 

know, we are not against water skiing, but 

we do need to assure that the wetland flora 

is protected per the donated Easement.  We 

are “on the same page” with the District in 

this effort. 

 

Please consider making a donation to the 

Land Trust using the form below. Visit our 

web site kmlandtrust.org for more news, or 

contact our General Manager Lori Artio-

mow (262-949-7211) with your questions 

and suggestions. 

 

NATURE TRAIL ACCESS 

 SUPPORTED BY KETTLE 

MORAINE LAND TRUST 

By Herb Sharpless – Kettle  

Moraine Land Trust Property 

Manager 
 

Beulah Bog - The Kettle Moraine Land 

Trust under the Natural Resources Founda-

tion of Wisconsin Adopt-A-Natural Area 

Program has adopted the Beulah Bog, a 

State Natural Area.  This 78-acre Kettle 

Moraine bog is located on the northwest 

side of Lake Beulah and can be accessed 

from Stringers Bridge Road.  At the en-

trance there is a car parking area and a 

walking trailhead that is mulched with 

chips for a short distance, along with a 

boot brush station.  The trail proceeds 

through the uplands portion of the bog, 

leading to a stairway and boardwalk at the 

eastern end of the bog.  This is a nice one-

third mile hike, but you will want to apply 

bug spray before starting your walk!  On 

the boardwalk you can observe the bog 

with its dense cover of tamarack trees, 

sphagnum moss and other water plants, 

many of them rare. 

 

As partners in the adoption of this State 

Natural Area, Kettle Moraine volunteers 

have supported several workdays organ-

ized by Eric Tarmam-Ramcheck, a board 

member who lives near Lake Beulah.  The 

focus of this activity has been to remove 

trash from the entrance area, improve the 

trail access by applying chips from the on-

site brush removal; installing the boot 

brush station; and opening the Oak Sa-

vanna by removing invasive species and 

excess brush.  The Wisconsin DNR has 

provided stone to repair the parking sur-

face and a single pass bush cut along the 

trail during the spring.  The next steps in 

this restoration effort will include native 

plant seeding and more invasive plant re-

moval. 

 

As users of this site, we encourage good 

practices to avoid introducing or spreading 

invasive plants: 

� use the boot brush station before 

entering the trail to clear seeds 

from your shoes, 

� stay on the trail, as walking 

through other parts of the woods 

can spread invasive plant seeds, 

� remove any trash you may bring 

or find! 

 

Island Woods Preserve – This eighth mile 

trail originating from the eastern end of 

Oak Park Road has been open for commu-

nity walking use for over a year now.  

Parking is available at the trailhead.  A 

boot brush station was installed this spring 

and trail maintenance by volunteers has 

been focused on continued invasive spe-

cies removal.  This spring, students from 

Elkhorn High School spent a day at the 

site to learn about invasive species and 

their management on this site.  They 

learned to identify garlic mustard, buck-

thorn and honeysuckle, and helped Kettle 

Moraine Land trust volunteers  

remove these invasives. 

 

The preserve contains over 45 acres of 

wooded kettle moraine terrain, and the 

KMLT volunteers have focused invasive 

species removal to only a small portion of 

this area.  Thus folks who venture into ar-

eas not open to the public are spreading 

invasive plant seeds into treated areas 

when they exit the woods!  Recently, the 

deer trail starting from the end of the open 

trail (at the Leopold Bench) has been used 

by someone on a mountain or dirt bike to 

connect through the upper kettle treated 

area to West Shore Drive.  By doing this, 

this person has opened the woods to sig-

nificant erosion on steep slopes and spread 

garlic mustard seeds in one of the con-

trolled areas, voiding six years of volunteer 

effort on the upper kettle!  Unfortunately, 

others have followed this path, now 

blocked with pink surveyor tape.  We want 

people to enjoy and use the treated areas, 

but we cannot tolerate use of non-treated 

areas.  Thus we have added game monitor-

ing devices in the disturbed area and we 

will prosecute trespassers. 

 

IMPROVEMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

On occasion, I have received inquiries 

from someone who is interested in placing 

a personal add, or some kind of business 

venture advertisement in the LLIA WEB 

SITE, or in the SHORELINES publication. 

Unfortunately we are not prepared to enter-

tain this type of personal service. The web 

site is designed to provide timely  

information for the lake community as a 

whole, and I feel we are doing a pretty fair 

job so far. 

 

At the bottom of the home page is an area 

to make Comments, Corrections and Sug-

gestions by clicking HERE. By selecting 

FEEDBACK from the dropdown menu, a 

message can be placed in the General 

Comments box, and upon clicking the sub-

mit button I will receive an email with your 

message and respond  

accordingly. 

 

Additionally the web site has been updated 

with the latest Shorelines publication, and 

a new Membership Form. The History 

Book order form has been changed, new 

offerings have been added to the Vintage 

Sign selection. Take a look. 

  

Visit our web site at WW.LLIA.ORG.  I 

can be emailed at:  jantonicic@hotmail.

com or telephone 630-964-0393. 
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LAUDERDALE LAKES  

HISTORY ARTICLE  

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

Don Fritsche 

40 years of service on  

Lauderdale Lakes 
 

Any long-time resident of our lakes will 

know Don Fritsche. His strong, lean frame 

has been observable atop his barge chug-

ging along the shoreline since the late 

1960s. He has put in our piers and towed 

our boats to their moorings in the spring, 

taken them out again in the fall, fixed our 

seawalls, dredged our boathouses and per-

formed myriad other lake-related building 

and engineering feats. This year, Fritsche 

has retired with his wife--Jeanne II--to tour 

the country in their RV. Before departing 

on his first excursion, Fritsche sat down 

with the 

 History Column. 

 

Fritsche was born in North Central Wis-

consin and traveled a great deal with his 

father, who worked for a company in 

Appleton that built churches and schools. 

Fritsche's father mixed cement for the ma-

sons. Fritsche said he learned quite a bit 

about cement work while on the road with 

his dad. On weekends, his father had to 

work the smudge pots, keeping them burn-

ing to prevent newly poured concrete from 

freezing before it set. Because the pots 

released toxic fumes, Fritsche's father 

knew he might be knocked unconscious 

doing this, so he brought his son along to 

make sure someone could go for help. 

 

In 1954, Fritsche's father bought an 80-

acre farm in Wood Co., WI, which 

Fritsche helped to run. However, "you 

couldn't make a living that way, so he 

worked in one cheese factory, and I 

worked in another until high school was 

over. Then I signed onto the railroad." 

Fritsche remained with the Soo Line Rail-

road for 14 years until the mid-1960s, 

when he was drafted. 

 

In 1964, though, before he entered the 

army, his girlfriend and later wife, Jeanne 

Vogt, brought him to Lauderdale, where 

her relatives, the Meads, had a 

house next to Lutherdale Bible 

Camp on Green Lake. As a native of Wis-

consin, Fritsche cannot say his first im-

pressions of Lauderdale were anything 

special. "It was just water. I thought it was 

nice, but it was just another lake," he said. 

 

Fritsche did his service time in Alaska, and 

he and Jeanne--whom he refers to affec-

tionately as Jeanne I--were married in 

1966. They came to southern Wisconsin, 

and Fritsche set up an unsatisfactory busi-

ness putting in garages for people. "It was 

cutthroat," he remembered, noting that he 

was frequently underbid by others who cut 

corners to do the jobs cheaper. 

 

About that time, "the Meads' seawall [at 

Lauderdale] had been chewed out, so I 

scrounged up some railroad ties." Fritsche 

put the ties in a rowboat at the Lutherdale 

pier and rowed them over to the Meads', 

nearly swamping the boat in the process. 

He lay the ties sideways in the water, spik-

ing them down and tying them back as he 

built the wall up. Those ties, he said, re-

main behind the existing concrete seawall 

put in later. 

 

Pretty soon, another Lake resident saw 

Fritsche's work and asked him to work on 

his seawall. 

 

Rowing the ties to his construction site 

gave Fritsche the idea of getting a barge, 

and he purchased Wally Mayhew's barge 

in 1971. Mayhew had been responsible for 

most of the piers of the residents around 

the lake for many years. He had retired, 

and with the barge came contracts to in-

stall and remove 35 piers each season. 

 

So, knowing nothing about pier installa-

tion at the start, Fritsche learned on the job 

and by watching others. He visited lakes in 

the area, including Lake Geneva, noting 

different pier styles as he went. Lake Ge-

neva, Fritsche explained, employs a crib 

pier, in which the posts holding the deck 

are driven into wooden "cribs" set on the 

bottom and filled with rocks. The cribs 

remain in the water over the winter, and 

rest of the pier is removed. "They draw 

fish beautifully," Fritsche said. However, 

each spring the installer must find the cribs 

in the water in order to redrive the pier 

posts. This is particularly difficult, he said, 

because the pier sections are numbered 

backward, with number one out in open 

water, and the last number at the shore. 

 

"Dan Seymour at the Sterlingworth hired 

me once to install the Sterlingworth pier," 

which was a crib pier in the Lake Geneva 

style. "I sat there for about three days 

freezing my butt off trying to figure it out," 

Fritsche said. "Dan just sat inside and 

laughed." Once he got it, however, 

Fritsche held the Sterlingworth pier con-

tract until the hotel became condomini-

ums. He also designed the complex's new 

piers. 

 

Wally Mayhew had created his own style 

of pier that Fritsche now installed at Lau-

derdale. But over time, Fritsche identified 

some weaknesses that affected the useful 

life of the piers and came up with his own 

design, the Fritsche pier that many of us 

use. 

 

For many years, Fritsche lived in Lyons, 

renting or borrowing places around the 

lake for his barge to rest and where he 

could receive deliveries. Finally, however, 

he tired of moving from place to place, 

and in 1998 he bought his house in Bub-

bling Springs on Middle Lake. The same 

year, Jeanne I died of cancer. Fritsche met 

his current wife, Gloria Jeanne, in 2000, 

and they have been married 9 years. 

 

Fritsche described his year's work: "Winter 

was building permanent piers and fixing 

equipment; spring was busy from ice out 

until Memorial Day installing piers and deliv-

ering boats; summer was seawalls, boathouses, 

and fixing piers; and in fall, we pulled the 

piers." Upon retiring, Fritsche had 160 stops 

around the lake on his roster, with each fam-

ily's property being a single stop. 

 

In addition to this routine, of course, Fritsche 

was occasionally called in to help at boat wreck 

scenes. He hauled up the wrecked boats and 

fixed piers that were damaged. In winter, 

Fritsche sometimes hauled up cars that fell 

through the ice. On one occasion, a van had 

driven out and into open water, sinking below 

the level of the ice. Fritsche said he and others 

had to chainsaw a path back to shore through 

which his tow cable could operate. Then they 

sunk innertubes underneath the van and in-

flated them to lighten the load. They towed the 

van beneath the ice until it was close enough to 

shore for the crew to break the ice and pull it 

out. The van, Fritsche said, "was running again 

within a week." 

 

Not afraid to express his opinion, Fritsche 

(Continued on page 9) 
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freely admitted having disagreed with clients 

from time to time, but he dismissed such inci-

dents with a wave of his arm as simply part of 

doing business. He also told impishly of 

"scrounging" gas from lake residents' boats "if 

I was running low and I forgot my can. What 

are you going to do if you've got somewhere 

to go? I'd leave your can on your seat, so 

you'd know you got tipped over," he said. 

 

Fritsche has great attachment to Lauderdale 

despite having lived there only since 1998. He 

has many memories of lake folks, he said. "I 

loved the lake. I enjoyed the challenge. Every-

body had a job that had to be done." 

 

Asked what we will do without him, he said, 

"I don't know. The 'honey do' list [for the 

lake] is gone. You know the oddball stuff. I 

don't know who's going to do it." Fritsche's 

and Jeanne's first foray in their RV is down 

Route 66, "because I've never seen the South-

west." However, he promised that he'll be 

around in the summers, possibly borrowing 

former clients' boats from time to time without 

their certain knowledge. -- 

 

PROTECTING OUR  

LAKES & FISHERIES 

By Audrey Greene 
 

How has your summer been going so far? I 

hope you have had a chance to get out and 

enjoy the lake. Maybe you’ve done a little 

fishing or gone water skiing or jet skiing or 

just leisurely cruised around the lake. Perhaps 

when you were launching your boat you had 

the opportunity to talk to one of the Clean 

Boats, Clean Waters launch inspectors that 

have been working on several of our Wal-

worth County lakes.   

 

These Clean Boats, Clean Waters watercraft 

inspectors are one of the States’ best defenses 

against the spread of aquatic invasive species. 

They have been trained to educate boaters at 

our launches on how and where invasive spe-

cies are most likely to hitch a ride into our 

lakes. Inspectors show boaters how to check 

their boat and trailer to make sure they are not 

transporting invasive plants to different lakes. 

They also provide additional education and 

collect important data for the State by asking a 

few easy survey questions.  

 

One of the survey questions asks if the boater 

is aware of the “Illegal to launch” law. This 

law, under State Statute 30.715(2) says ‘No 

person may place or use a boat or boating 

equipment or place a boat trailer in a naviga-

ble water if the person has reason to believe 

that the boat, boat trailer, or boating equip-

ment has any aquatic plants attached’. The 

good news is that statics show more and more 

boaters are aware of and follow this law. Sur-

vey results also show that a large percentage 

of boaters are inspecting their boats and trail-

ers every time they leave a waterbody. This, of 

course, is great news. It shows that the huge 

effort to educate residents and visitors about 

the easy ways to prevent the spread of 

aquatic invasive species is making a real 

difference.  

 

Although the survey does not address 

them, there are other laws that have been 

put in place to prevent the introduction of 

other aquatic invasive species, such as 

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS). 

VHS is a fish virus that affects a large 

number of fish species and has caused 

large fish kills in some Great Lakes wa-

ters.  Thirty seven species of fish are 

known to be susceptible to VHS including 

Bluegill, Largemouth Bass, Muskellunge, 

Pike and Walleye. VHS is not a threat to 

people who handle fish or want to eat 

their catch. Wisconsin waters reported to 

have fish with VHS include the Lake 

Winnebago and Lake Michigan systems. 

However, it can be spread easily if water 

or fish carrying the virus are introduced to 

a new lake or stream. In order to protect 

our fisheries, laws have been put in place 

to prevent the movement of fish and water 

from one waterbody to another. Because 

laws can often be confusing, here is a 

short list of current aquatic invasive spe-

cies statutes:  

 

Aquatic Invasive Species Statute Quick 

Guide as of July 2009 

 

30.715(2)- Place or use boat or boating 

equipment or place boat trailer in naviga-

ble water if the person has reason to be-

lieve the boat, boat trailer, or boating 

equipment has any aquatic plants at-

tached. 

Minimum Fine: $154.50 Maximum 

Fine: $249 

 

NR19.05(3)- Illegally transport live fish 

or live fish eggs away from any water or 

its bank or shore. 

Minimum Fine: $329 Maximum Fine: 

$2,138 

 

NR19.055(2)- Fail to drain all water from 

a boat, boat trailer or boating or fishing 

equipment before entering Wisconsin 

over land from another state. Minimum 

Fine: $228.50 Maximum Fine: $329 

 

NR20.08(6)- Posses or use live fish or 

fish eggs for use as fish bait if not im-

ported in compliance with DATCP re-

quirements (This means if people are us-

ing any minnows purchased in any state 

other than Wisconsin!). Minimum Fine: 

$1,133 Maximum Fine: $2,138 

 

NR20.08(3)- Release any unused bait into 

any waters. Minimum Fine $630.50 

Maximum Fine: $2,138 

 

NR20.08(7)- Illegal possession of dead 

fish, frogs or crayfish as fishing bait. 

Minimum Fine $208.40 Maximum 

Fine: $2,138 

 

This is not a complete list of all aquatic 

invasive species statutes, but is a quick 

guide to the most commonly used AIS 

statutes in Wisconsin. This guide is cur-

rent as of July 2009, but of course there 

will most likely be changes in the future.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer and thanks 

for following all the rules and helping to 

protect our lakes and streams from 

aquatic invasive species. 
 

LLIA WATER QUALITY  

REPORT 

By Pete Spaulding  
         

Here we are in August with the season 

nearing the end. So far this year we have 

tested the lakes eight times starting the 

day after the ice went out.  By the time we 

stop testing we will have completed a to-

tal of 15 times. Observations from this 

years testing compared to last year are 

that the water temperatures are lower by 5 

degrees in June and 3-4 degrees in July. 

The water clarity has been slightly better 

as the algae growth is less.  The WDNR 

tests will verify this. The readings how-

ever are still very good. 

The oxygen levels very from month to 

month during the summer. In Green Lake, 

the oxygen was depleted at 60 ft at the 

end of June and at 40 ft by the end of 

July.  Similarly at 45 and 20 ft for Mill 

Lake and 50 and 30 ft for Middle Lake.   
 
On another subject, you may have noticed 

the absence of geese this year.  This is 

because the Lake Management District 

(Continued on page 10) 
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held a geese round up.  This was the sec-

ond year.  Last year they captured 145 

birds and this year 103 geese were cap-

tured and transported to parts unknown.  

This left about 12-14 who didn’t go for 

the ride.  Next year they plan to use other 

methods as the population has been sig-

nificantly reduced.   
  

THE MEMORIAL DAY 

READER:  

TOO COLD AND WINDY TO 

FISH. 

By Abe Goldsmith 
 
In my Memorial Day reading I came across the 

writing in the Walworth County Sunday. Jim 

Cheadle talked a lot about crappie fishing. 
 
Crappies are a branch of the sun fish family 

along with bluegills, pumpkin seeds and war-

mouths (rock bass). Black crappies are fre-

quently found in southern Wisconsin. They 

favor cool, deeper and calmer waters. Early in 

the year they can be found swimming around 

shallow-water structures, especially sunken 

wood. Crappies like the bait moving (minnows 

especially). They take the bait and run 

with it. 

 
“I use small jigs with scented plastics along 

with yellow or green fireline. I seldom use a 

float; by not using a float, the small jig sinks 

slowly. Later in the summer, Cheadle recom-

mends drifting in deeper water. 
 
The latest issue of Lake Tides published by the 

UW College of Natural Resources raised a 

warning about pesticides that are flushed from 

Wisconsin’s farmlands into streams and lakes. 

The article cites 28 pounds of pesticides that 

are used per acre of apples and 14 pounds per 

acre of potatoes.  
 
Wisconsin farmers use 17 pesticides on corn-

fields; 13 of them do not have safe drinking 

water standards. Twenty of the 26 pesticides 

used by Wisconsin potato farmers do not have 

safe drinking water standards. 

 

Atrazine has been detected in 90 percent of 

Wisconsin’s lakes. Frogs exposed to Atrazine 

develop both male and female sex organs. 

“Although atrazine and other pesticides are 

legal to use, little is known about their ef-

fects on other wildlife.”  (Or even the health 

of humans). 

 

 

Elected officials in La Grange and Walworth 

County should be taking a hard look at the 

chemicals that are being used in farming to 

produce our food.  

 

Smithsonian Magazine; “An individual large-

mouth bass’ likelihood of being caught de-

pends upon its parentage, say researchers led 

by the University of Illinois in their 20-year 

study, the fish prone to take the bait produced 

highly susceptible offspring; fish prone to 

forgo it produced less-hookable offspring. 

        “That’s the reason. Now I know”! Ajg 

  
 
 

 

  

 

 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement  
Association Officers 

 
Don Henderson, President, 262-742-4970 

Ron Mueller, Vice President 847-635-5668 

Herb Sharpless, Treasurer, 630-497-5152 

Patricia Cady, Secretary, 262-742-4190 

Floyd Pochowski, Executive Board, 262-742-3568 

Bud Vance, Executive Board , 847-459-8127 
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