
       MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbors; 
 
Summer is upon us and finally the sky has 

cleared and we are starting to get some nice 

weather to help with all those outside 

activities. 
 
I first want to thank all of you that attended 

our annual meeting in June at Lutherdale. 

We had a great attendance and the Kettle 

Moraine Land Trust had a very nice 

program. Based upon feedback after the 

meeting, I  think in the future, no matter 

what the program is, we need to make sure 

we do not loose focus of the purpose of the 

membership meeting and allow time to  

inform on relevant topics and have a 

question and answer period for all to 

participate.  
 
We had a tremendous response to our 

Children’s Fish Jamboree. The kids fished 

off the pier at the Landing and even though 

the weather was questionable it did not 

hold back the children from 

having a good time. The success 

of this program is largely due to 

the efforts of our Chairpmen, 

Greg Schindler and Jim Frenchy 

and their team of volunteers.  
 
This Shorelines is again packed 

full of articles that you should 

read from cover to cover.  Don 

Henderson  has some articles 

related to the new boat ramp 

signs that reflect the latest boat 

ordinances and articles and 

pictures on the updating of the LaGrange 

Town Park and the flooding we had in the 

Spring. Also, take a look at the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Dept. article.  
 

 
SEWRPC with the help of some 

Lauderdale volunteers completed  a aquatic 

plant survey and  also a cursory boat 

population survey. Preliminary results are 

posted. Take a look.   
 
Jerry Petersen identifies the 2008 

accomplishments to date and future plan 

for the KMLT. 
 
Kathryn Calkins has supplied a great article 

on “Hooper Dew”. Take a look. I do not 

want to say much because I do not want to 

wreck a good read. Enjoy.  
 
Please read the article on “Water Safety” 

by Nestor Dyhdalo. One observation I want 

to make for those pulling skiers or a 

floatation devise. Please use and/ or 

purchase those orange warning flags. They 

do help and I noticed, it seems ,they are not 

being used much this year. 
 
There is an article on the status of the 

Lauderdale Lakes Dam and Culverts on 

page 7. Shorelines is going to press before 

the August 16th LLLMD meeting that will 

take action on improving the water out 

flow through the culverts to the dam. 

Check out our web site and the LLLMD 

web site later in August for the latest status.  

Many important  topics will be on the 

agenda for the LLLMD annual meeting to 

be held at Lutherdale Bible Camp on 

Saturday August 30th at 10:00 AM. 

Everyone should attend. This is an 

important meeting. 
 
Take a look at the article by Audrey Green 

on the invasive aquatic plant called purple 

Loosestrife and what can be done to 

control and eradicate it.. 
 
I want to say something about a recent 

situation which is in its infancy but you 

may have heard something about it. The 

Wandawega Lake Association has 

contacted the Town of  Sugar Creek, 

SEWRPC and the DNR indicating a 

need to better control the high water in 

their lake. One proposal being 

considered is to pump excess water 

out of Wandawega Lake into   

Lauderdale Lakes, Don Jean Bay. The 

Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management 

District, Kettle Moraine Land Trust, 

the Town of LaGrange and The LLIA 

are all aware of the situation and have 

expressed concern to the parties 

involved.  As the situation evolves. 

The status will be posted on the 

appropriate web sites. Please refer to them 

on an ongoing basis.  
 

Bud Vance 

Articles Inside This Issue: 

                                                  Page 
Fish Committee Report                            2 

Lauderdale Lakes Area Topics                3 

Water Quality Report                              5 

LLIA Web Site                                        5 

Lauderdale Lakes Sailing Club                5 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust                      5  

History Article                                         6   

Water Safety Report                                7 

Dam-Culvert Report                                7 

“Audrey Green Article”                           8 

A Publication of the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 

WWW.LLIA.ORG 
The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and are not necessarily those of the L.L.I.A. 

Shorelines 

August,  2008  / Volume  31 – No. 3  

Many important and relevant topics will 

be on the agenda for the LLLMD 

 annual meeting to be held at  

Lutherdale Bible Camp on Saturday  

August 30th at 10:00 AM.  

 

EVERYONE  SHOULD ATTEND. THIS 

IS AN  IMPORTANT  

MEETING.!  



FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Greg Schindler  

& Jim Frenchy 

 

We had a great response for the 

Children’s Fish Jamboree this year, 

85 children participated. The 

weather held off just long enough 

so that the kids could fish, get their 

prizes (The pop-guns were a hit)  

and enjoy a hot dog at the Landings.  

 

Thanks to the Yacht Club and the 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust for their 

support and also the following vol-

unteers who made the day the best 

Jamboree ever: Ron & Jodie  

Kilinski, John Nason, Floyd & Ann 

 Pochowski, Walker Johnson, Lars 

Higdon, Ken & Betsy Ingle, Lucas 

Johnson, Mark Lutz, Fred & Carole 

Triebe and Mary Ann Nawara. 
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 NAME AGE  NAME AGE  NAME AGE  NAME AGE 

1 Nick Anderson 5 22 Emmy 7 43 Haley LaBarge 6 64 Kaitlyn Qudgliaho 8 

2 Rachel Anderson 7 23 Austin Ernd 8 44 Andrea Lazaro 1 65 Olivia Raphael 9 

3 Colette Belzer 4 24 Ethan 7 45 Jonah Lazaro 3 66 Tucker Rawles 10 

4 Marlee Berk 8 25 Andrew Forrest 8 46 Vincent Lazaro 6 67 Jack Rokicki 4 

5 Elise Blum 9 26 Matt Forrest 8 47 David Leonard 8 68 Mary Rokicki 9 

6 Rich Bosko 12 27 Anna Gadbut 8 48 Ryan Leonard 6 69 Grant Schleich 2 1/2 

7 Anthony Busse 12 28 Frankie Gerlaut 3 49 Kaylee Lutz 8 70 Andrey Schleich 9 

8 Nicole Busse 11 29 Anna Gerlaut 12 50 Trevor Lutz 12 71 Kate Schleich 7 

9 Thomas Byrne 10 30 Jaq Gerlaut 10 51 Hayden Marth 8 72 Tom Siurek 7 

10 Mike Byrne 7 31 Billy Glouski 9 52 Delaney Marth 10 73 Ryan Siurek 7 

11 Charlotte Calkins 3 32 Sam Goshen 10 53 Maguire Marth 6 74 Joe Sullivan 7 

12 Isabelle Calkins 6 33 Sam Groskopf 11 54 Eleanor McQueeny 9 75 Tom Sullivan 7 

13 Nicolas Carzoli 8 34 Matt Groskopf 9 55 Connor Murray 4 76 Andrew Tuel 10 

14 Andrew Carzoli 4 35 Josh Groskopf 7 56 Trevor Murray 6 77 James Walk 12 

15 Gabriel Cone 8 36 Benjamin Jackson 8 57 Kory Nebel 11 78 Jack Walsh 13 

16 Jack Cone 16 37 Sophia Jackson 2 58 Riley Nebel 6 79 Meg Walsh 10 

17 Erica Cone 13 38 Emma Jackson 5 59 Daniel Niersbach 13 80 Kelly Walsh 10 

18 Greysen Cone 6 39 Nathaniel Jackson 6 60 Elizabeth Niersbach 11 81 Hope Walsh 7 

19 Cole Dellamaria 11 40 Lucas Johnson 12 61 Carolyn Niersbach 11 82 Elizabeth Werner 1 1/2 

20 Quinn Dellamaria 9 41 Lane Kleber 6 62 Michel Prazma 11 83 Ally Werner 2 1/2 

21 Daniel Dzien 3 42 Hannah LaBarge 13 63 Lisa Prazma 10 84 Wesley Wilkens 9 

         85 Branden Willcons 3 



LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

Town Park Next To Water Safety 

 Patrol Boat House 

 

Through a joint effort agreement between 

the Town of LaGrange, Walworth County 

and the Department of Natural Resources, 

the land adjacent to the Town Water Safety 

Patrol Boat House is being regraded, 

 improved, and replanted. This area had 

deteriorated because rain water flows down 

the adjacent hills on West Shore Drive and 

across this strip of land into the lake.    

 

A new large concrete settling tank has been 

installed in the ground. Storm water from 

West Shore Drive will flow through the 

new culverts and drain on West Shore 

Drive into the tank. This allows silt to  

settle out before the water flows on to the 

lake. New heirloom type plants and grasses 

are being planted in the soil that will take 

minimum maintenance. They will act as a 

filter bed to remove silt from water run off 

that does not pass through the settling tank.   

 

A small driveway area next to the Boat 

House is provided for emergency use by 

the Rescue Squad.  It is covered with plas-

tic pavers that are filled with soil and grass 

is planted in the soil. This provides struc-

tural support for the ambulance while 

maximizing the filter bed feature of grass.   

The plastic pavers are egg crate shaped 

and made from recycled plastic.  Recon-

struction of the Town Park is being done 

under competitive bid contract by  

Briarwood Landscape Company. 

 

In the future picnic tables will be added for 

use by visitors to the area.   

 

The pictures show the park under construc-

tion.  Be sure and look at the park when 

travelling past the Town Boat House on 

West Shore Drive.   

 

Public Boat Launch Ramps 

 

New signage has been installed at all three 

Lauderdale Lakes public boat launch 

ramps by the Town of LaGrange. The 

signs reflect the changes in the Town  

ordinance regulating boat operation on 

Lauderdale Lakes. This includes the 50 

mph max speed limit on holidays, Saturday 

and Sunday, 10 mph night time speed limit 

seven days per week, limiting hours for 

water skiing, and slow no wake areas.   

 

The Town of LaGrange is evaluating a re-

vision to the Sterlingworth Public Launch 

ramp. Last summer and again in June this 

year water has flowed out of the lake over 

the ramp during high water level periods 

following extensive rains.  This water 

flooded the road and also the garage of a 

home owner across from the ramp. The 

Town Board will consider proposals by the 

Town Engineer to prevent this problem 

from reoccurring.   

 

The Sterlingworth ramp had to be sand-

bagged and closed for approximately two 

weeks do to flooding in June. At the high-

est level, water was more than 4 inches 

above the lowest point on the ramp peak.  

The pictures show the flooded condition.   

 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 

 Department 

 

- Annual steak fry raises money for pur-

chasing a new ambulance 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment’s Annual Steak Fry was held on Sat-

urday, August 9 on the Terrace of the 

Landing Restaurant. Attendees enjoyed the 

great steaks, locally grown sweet corn, 

baked potatoes and great fellowship with 

friends and firemen along the shore of 

 Lauderdale Lakes.  Many took the oppor-

tunity to see all the Department Fire and 

Rescue trucks that were on display. Net 

proceeds will be used toward purchase of a 

new ambulance planned for 2009. All the 

Fire Fighters express their total apprecia-

tion to each of you supporting this event.    

 

- Emergency Rescue Squad 

 

The rescue squad and all fire fighters are 

meeting the fundraising challenge to pur-

chase a new Ambulance/Rescue Truck in 

2009. The current ambulance is a 1994 

model, and, while it continues to serve 

their needs, it’s showing its age.   Quality 

ambulances, built to last the next fifteen 

years, are not inexpensive.  A new ambu-

lance, equipped to Department specifica-

tions, will cost $130,000 in 2009.   

Through fund raising efforts, Department 

members have raised approximately 

$100,000 to date.  Another $30,000  

(Continued on page 4) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2008 
DATE                    EVENT 

8-23                   Fish Committee 

                          Meeting 

8-30                   Lauderdale Lakes 

                          Lake Management 

                          District Annual  

                          Meeting 

11-8                   LLIA Directors 

Meeting 
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(Continued from page 3) 

 remains to be raised over the next 12 

months to meet the objective of purchasing 

the ambulance in 2009.  

  

A second challenge for the Rescue Squad is 

volunteer staff.  Although they are ade-

quately staffed now, they can see a time in 

the not-too-distant future when they could 

be short of qualified emergency medical 

technicians, particularly during the week-

day daytime hours when many of their 

members are at work outside the township.  

The addition of two or three EMT’s fre-

quently available during those hours would 

greatly ease the pressure.  If you or some-

one you know might be interested, please 

contact Rescue Squad Captain Chuck Tay-

lor at 262-495-8625, or write him at N7832 

Jackson Road, Whitewater, WI 53190. 

 

- New tanker truck 

 

A new 3000 gallon tanker truck was placed 

into service during July.    This truck was 

purchased with funds provided by the 

Town of LaGrange.  The International tan-

dem axle truck was fitted with the tank, 

pumps, lights, ancillary equipment and con-

trols at The U.S. Tanker Manufacturing 

Company in Burlington, WI.                

 

- Do your home smoke alarms work? 

 

Smoke alarms should be checked at least 

twice per year and often once per month is 

best if they are just battery powered.  

Please check all your smoke alarms and 

replace the batteries.  Even the smoke 

alarms powered by the 110v electricity 

have battery back up power.  Be safe and 

check them now!!!    

 

- Thanks for your support  

 

Over the years, the department has received 

many, many generous gifts.  In addition to 

cash contributions, donors have utilized 

gifts of appreciated stock, and matching 

contributions from employers or founda-

tions.  The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire De-

partment, Inc., is recognized as a charitable 

organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, and contributions 

to the department are generally tax-

deductible.  Please contact them if you 

have questions regarding a particular type 

of contribution. 

 

Fire Chief Curly Duerst says, “The volun-

teers of the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire De-

partment are thankful for the opportunity to 

provide fire and rescue services to the com-

munity.  We love what we do, and we try 

our very best to do a good job.  While 

maintaining a fire department and rescue 

squad is not without costs (as you can see 

from the paragraphs above), we are proud 

of the fact that no member of the depart-

ment has ever received a penny for his or 

her services.  We are all truly volunteers, 

and we genuinely appreciate your support, 

both monetary and moral.  Thanks for  

being part of a great community”.  You 

may call Fire Chief Duerst at 262-495-

8610 or write him at W5450 Greening 

Road, Whitewater, WI 53190.  

 

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional 

Planning Commission Lake Survey 

 

The LLLMD has contracted with South-

eastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Com-

mission (SEWRPC) to survey the weed 

types and boat types and numbers on Lau-

derdale Lakes.  This is part of a compre-

hensive survey that is completed every 10 

years to understand changes in lake use, 

shoreline types and the kinds of weeds 

growing in the Lakes.  Peter Van Kampen, 

LLLMD Director, coordinated the lake 

residents that volunteered their time and 

pontoon boats to take the SEWRPC techni-

cal staff around the lake gathering data 

from July 8 to July 18.  Preliminary data 

taken this year is shown below along with 

brief findings from 1999. A very compre-

hensive report will be prepared and pro-

vided to the LLLMD later this year.  Weed 

types were obtained by taking a rake and 

removing weeds from the bottom of the 

lake at predetermined locations at depths 

from 1 to 9 feet. The plant types were then 

identified and recorded by the technicians.  

The locations were the same as used in 

1999.  Boats were counted by observation 

from a pontoon boat travelling slowly 

around the lake near the shore.   

 

Aquatic Plants 

 

Green Lake: In 1999, we (SEWRPC staff) 

observed 18 species of rooted submergent 

and emergent aquatic plants. Eurasian wa-

ter milfoil, eel grass and spiny naiad were 

the most abundant, but there were six spe-

cies of pondweeds observed, most of which 

are good fish and aquatic life habitat. The 

exception is curly-leaf pondweed, which 

together with Eurasian water milfoil, is a 

state designated nonnative invasive spe-

cies.  During the 2008 survey, we recorded 

21 species of rooted and emergent aquatic 

plants, including Eurasian water milfoil and 

curly-leaf pond weed. Nine species of 

pondweed were recorded. 

  

Middle Lake: In 1999, we observed 25 spe-

cies of rooted submergent and emergent 

aquatic plants. Both curly-leaf pondweed 

and Eurasian water milfoil were observed. 

Muskgrass, spiny naiad, bushy pondweed, 

and eel grass were the  

dominant species. During the 2008 survey, 

we recorded 20 species of rooted submer-

gent and emergent aquatic plants, including 

Eurasian water milfoil and curly-leaf pond-

weed. There were 8 species of pondweeds, 

including the curly-leaf pondweed. 

  

Mill Lake:  In 1999, we observed 22 spe-

cies of rooted submergent and emergent 

aquatic plants, including curly-leaf pond-

weed and Eurasian water milfoil.  Eurasian 

water milfoil, muskgrass, eelgrass, and 

bushy pondweed were the dominant spe-

cies.  During the 2008 survey, we recorded 

21 species of rooted submergent, emergent 

and floating leafed aquatic plants. Seven of 

these species were pondweeds, including 

the curly-leaf pondweed. 

   

Boat Population 

 

TYPE                   1999     2008          % 
Power/Ski Boat      593       634        +6.9 

Pontoon Boat         434       518      +19.4 

PWC                     273        323      +18.3 

Fishing Boat           230         82       -64.3 

Row Boat               ----        103        n/a 

Sail Boat                 73          77        +5.5 

Canoe                    113        116        +2.7   

Paddle Boat           135        166      +23.0      

Kayak                    ---           126        n/a 

Other                       15           10      -33.3 

TOTAL              1866        2155     +15.5 

 

Thanks: 

By Peter Van Kampen 

 
South Eastern Wisconsin Regional Plan-

ning Commission (SEWRPC) is conduct-

ing a periodic survey of Lauderdale Lakes 

including a plant sampling in many loca-

tions throughout the Lakes, as well as boat 

(Continued on page 5)  4 
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counting and water quality analysis. In or-

der to conduct the plant survey we needed 

volunteers with pontoon boats to take the 

survey team out on the Lakes. The survey 

was conducted during the first two weeks 

of July (7th-18th) and it all went very well. 

We would like to thank the following vol-

unteers for their help. Ken Ingle, Bonnie 

Speer, Bruce Bauman, Skip Cartland, Don 

Henderson, Justin Jankowski, Thom Beck, 

Christian Zenger, Wally Yandel and Des 

Johnson. Results of this survey will be 

published when all the work is completed 

some time in 2009. 

 

LLIA WATER QUALITY  

REPORT  

By Pete Spaulding 
 

The water has been tested every 2 weeks 

since the start of the season the last week 

of March.  The water clarity on average is 

significantly better than the last two years.  

This is good news.  The latest test for clar-

ity showed it to be 23% clearer than this 

time last year. We won’t get the chemical 

test results until fall, but I will bet the 

phosphors levels will be down due to resi-

dences using “0” phosphors fertilizer. In 

addition, this spring was wet and cold 

which could contribute to the water clarity.  

Having two weeks of no wake also helped. 

 

We picked up an additional duty this year.  

Bud Vance volunteered the Water Quality 

Team to be the official goose census tak-

ers. John Jacobson and I went around the 

entire lake counting and recording the   

location of the lakes population. We found 

155 geese. We forwarded this info to the 

Lake District and Lauderdale volunteers 

captured 134 of them and gave them to the 

USDA for processing them into food for 

needed food pantries. 

.  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

 To all of our web site users, please 
keep the faith. We have, after a long 

period of inactivity, been able to 

make some progress at updating 

some of the articles and make new 

postings to the site. 

 

 I would like to thank Nestor Dyhdalo 

for his effort to add this new content.    

 

 As a first step in an effort to continue 

making progress, I have taken some 

classes related to web site creation. 

My goal is to eventually take over 

most of the maintenance required to 

keep the site up to date.  

 

 Navigating the home page seems to 

be one of the most obvious problems, 

but if you scroll down to the bottom 

all of the features seem to be there. 

 

 We are hopeful that over the next few 

weeks that we will be able to continue 

to improve.    

 

 Visit our web site at www.llia.org 

 

 I can be emailed at:

jantonicic@hotmail.com or telephone 

630-964-0393. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

SAILING CLUB (LLSC) 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

We are having a great season this year. 

The winds have generally been a bit higher 

which is always appreciated. We have 4 

new members this year which is good for 

all. It makes for more completion but it 

also makes the beauty of the sailboats out 

on the water Sunday mornings that much 

nicer. Our club has a handicap system that 

is unique to sailing. We have the boats that 

win the earlier races start 2 or 5 minutes 

behind the fleet. This way everyone has a 

chance to win. So far this year, after 8 

races, we have had 8 different first place 

finishers. That is unheard of in most sail-

ing clubs. Normally the same three or four 

sailors win all the races. Winning a race is 

the surest way to keep all the sailors doing 

his best. As of July 27 the race standings 

are as follows: 

 

LL Yacht Club 3 race series:                               

Joe Kovarik                                                          

Walker Johnson                                                    

Rob Paddor                                                           

Dave Asbach 

 

LL Sailing Club Season Series 

Jack Sorenson 

Dave Asbach & Mike Jaeger (Tie) 

Jim Johnson and Joe Kovarik (Tie) 

 

We have seen more and more boats watch-

ing the races and that’s great. We do better 

with an audience. If you have any ques-

tions about how the races are conducted or 

if you are interested in joining please give 

us a call. 742-2567 or pvk@elknet.net 

 

KETTLE MORAINE LAND 

TRUST (KMLT) 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

Congratulations Jack and Jill Potosnyak 

for winning the Owen Gromme print at our 

Annual Meeting on June 14th.  We had two 

great speakers, Roy Gromme (son of Owen 

Gromme), and Stanley Temple, (held the 

Aldo Leopold Chair at UW-Madison).  

Temple gave us an excellent biography of 

Aldo Leopold, Wisconsin’s premier envi-

ronmentalist (born in a mansion, died in a 

shack).  If you haven’t read Leopold’s 

book of essays, The Sand County Alma-

nac, I encourage you to pick up a copy; it 

is very inspiring reading.  

 

Our goal is to bring more outstanding 

speakers, with an important and interesting 

environmental story to tell, to our 

 meetings. 

 

For 2008 the KMLT: 

1 Hired a half time General Manager, 

Lori Artiomow; she can be reached on 

(262) 949-7211; our Board felt this 

step was critical to our sustainability 

and eventual national accreditation, 

2 Has upgraded our web-site   kmland-

trust.org; take a look,  

3 Is finishing off our trail from Oak Park 

Road into Island Woods with a 

“Leopold Bench” where one can sit and 

enjoy a great view of the kettles, 

4 Received a grant from the        Donnel-

ley Foundation to launch a program to 

promote Conservation Subdivisions 

County-wide; you’ll be hearing more 

about this program in the very near fu-

ture, 

5 Is working on alternatives to save at 

least a part of our Singing Hills Girl 

Scout Camp, and  

6 Is reaching out to other lakes in the 

County to find ways to earn 

(Continued on page 6) 5 
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their support; this will be important to 

enable us to grow and be strong enough 

to do our very best here at Lauderdale. 

 

We appreciate your past support. Won’t 

you come aboard for 2008 by sending us a 

donation using the below form?  Help us 

reach our goal of improving the environ-

mental surroundings of Lauderdale Lakes 

for generations to come. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

HISTORY ARTICLE 

By  Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

"Hooper Dew" 

A history of LL515 
 

For many of us, our lake cottages represent 

a chance to bring our families together 

away from the distractions and duties of 

our homes and distinct from the sightseeing 

and novelty of a family vacation. The prop-

erty at LL515 on Lost Nation Road has 

helped fulfill this wish for two separate 

lake families. 

 

In June 1926, Chicago residents, the Len-

skes--architect Charles Henry Lenske, his 

wife Martha and his daughters Marion and 

Gladys--drove north from the city to south-

ern Wisconsin to visit friends on Lauder-

dale Lakes. Marion wrote, "'For the re-

mainder of the summer my mother talked 

about how wonderful it would be to have a 

summer home to go to every weekend. In 

September, my father saw an ad in the Chi-

cago Tribune for a cottage for sale on Lau-

derdale Lakes. We drove up that Sunday." 

 

Located on Carswell Point--the peninsula 

that looks into Mill Lake on one side and 

over the marsh to Jansky Island on the 

other--LL515 was built in 1903 by then-

Walworth County treasurer Norris. It was 

the fourth home on the peninsula, accord-

ing to the Lenskes. They bought it that 

September day for $3900. A family history 

written for the occasion of Marion's and 

her husband Ronald Guthrie's 60th wed-

ding anniversary recalls the original cot-

tage: "There were three bedrooms upstairs, 

a bedroom downstairs, kitchen, small liv-

ing room with fireplace, two-seater out-

house, and a huge screened-in porch across 

the front overlooking the lake." 

 

The Lenske parents, Charles and Martha, 

named the property Hooper Dew after "the 

popular song of the time, 'Whoop-Ti Do!'" 

A sign displaying the name was hung 

across the porch, and the history notes that 

"for the next 40 years, Marion, her mother 

Martha, and grandmother Ragnhild spent 

many summer evenings on the porch at the 

Lakes, entertaining friends, telling stories, 

and talking about the children and the men, 

mostly in Norwegian. Charles and the men 

stayed outside talking 'man talk,' smoking 

cigars, and trying to figure out what the 

women were saying about them. Most eve-

nings they played pinochle until the wee 

hours." 

 

Ron Guthrie grew up in the Lenskes' neigh-

borhood of Central Park in Chicago. From 

the age of 13, he worked at Witte's Drug 

Store on Elston Ave. Among his customers 

was Marion Lenske, sent by her father to 

buy cigars. Both Ron and Marion attended 

Carl Schurz High School at 3601 N. Mil-

waukee Ave., and Ron hung around with 

the Lenskes both in Chicago and at Lauder-

dale. According to the history, he cut and 

moved trees, hauled gravel, dragged the 

pier in and out of the lake, and even helped 

to dig a new outhouse pit. "When he wasn't 

doing odd jobs, Ron taught Gladys and 

others about wildlife and nature by petting 

snakes, hypnotizing frogs, and showing off 

turtle eggs," the history states. 

 

Ron and Marion were married in 1939, and 

in 1945 they bought Hooper Dew from 

Marion's mother and father. Following the 

war, they had three daughters, Marilyn 

(1947), Betty (1950) and Nancy (1952), 

who spent their summers at the cottage. 

The girls learned to ski behind a red alumi-

num Crestliner speed boat bought in 1957. 

According to the history, they left presents 

in their father's bed for him when he drove 

up to join them from work in Prospect 

Heights, IL. The gifts included three-foot 

logs and large dead fish or turtles found in 

the lake. 
 

Having sent their girls to college and seen 

two of them marry, Marion and Ron de-

cided to sell their Prospect Heights prop-

erty and move permanently to Lauderdale. 

The 1903 cottage was therefore remodeled 

extensively and winterized in 1973-4. The 

couple continued to work until they were 

75 years old, with Marion taking real estate 

classes and becoming an agent with Cen-

tury 21 at the age of 65. She sold proper-

ties around Lauderdale and elsewhere in 

Walworth County. 
 

The Guthries continued to host their chil-

dren and grandchildren at Hooper Dew 

until 2001. That February, Dale and Patty 

Hargrave of St. Charles, IL bought it from 

them. Patty remembered that she and her 

husband were out on the ice walking paral-

lel to the shore when they saw the cottage. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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                 KETTLE MORAINE LAND TRUST (KMLT) 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the KMLT effort to protect our lakes. All contributions are tax 

deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                           ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution $________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

Mail with this form to: 

              KMLT 

         P.O. Box 176  

    Elkhorn WI, 53121 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                         __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   
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Dale had grown up on the Fox River and 

wanted to get back to water, she said. Also, 
the couple's older daughter had died of cancer 

six months earlier at the age of 10. "I thought, 

life's too short," to put such a purchase off, 

Patty said. "I wanted to make some good 

memories, some new memories." 

 

The Hargraves updated and remodeled the 

property again in 2003-04, and Patty recalls 

seeing windows original to the 1903 house that 

had been boarded up and sided over in 1974. 

She noted that the exterior of LL515 retains the 

original 1903 stone fireplace, although the inte-

rior of it had been refaced in the 70s. The Har-

graves also placed arches over two windows 

and one doorway on the lake side of the house 

in a nod to the look of the original screened 

porch. In 2006, they resurrected the name 

Hooper Dew, placing it again on the lake side 

of the House. -- Kathryn Ingle Calkins 

 

 

Names Of Note -- LL23 

Gerald and Kathy Busse bought LL23 in 2003 

from the Tom Ritter family. Jerry asked the 

Ritters about the cottage name of "Twin 

Shores." Jerry told the History Column that 

Tom had said "the name was picked by his fa-

ther because the property is on a point [on 

Green Lake] and has two shorelines and also 

there was twins in the family."--The History 

Column is interested in stories about cottage 

names. Please email kathryn.calkins@gmail.

com 

 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Nestor Dyhdalo 

WATER SAFETY 
 

The signs at all of the launch ramps have been 

changed to reflect the new boating ordinances 

recommended by the LaGrange Town Safety 

Committee and passed by the LaGrange Town 

Board.  As a refresher the new ordinances are: 

 

1.  The night time speed limit is set at 10 MPH 

effective SEVEN (7) days per week.  Night 

time is defined as the period of time from sun-

set to sunrise.   

 

2.  The enactment of a top speed limit of 50 

MPH during daylight hours, from sunrise to 

sunset, on weekends and Holidays from Memo-

rial Day through Labor Day. 

 

3.   Limiting the hours for water skiing, aqua-

planing, or similar activities during the week 

from sunrise to sunset except on Saturdays, 

Sundays, and Holidays when the hours for wa-

ter skiing, aquaplaning or similar activities 

commence at 9:00 AM.   

 

4.  The establishment of one way Counter-

Clockwise traffic between the Bog on Don Jean 

Bay and the Shoreline on weekends and Holi-

days from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  

If a skier falls while in this area, the boat opera-

tor is allowed to take the most direct route to 

pickup the skier as long as it is done safely. 

 

5. The establishment of increased fines for 

Town Ordinance violations, minimums and 

maximums, and extends the penalties for repeat 

offenders from one year to three years.   

 

All the ramps now have a launch fee. There is a 

daily rate of $3 (per boat) or one can purchase 

an annual pass at the Town Hall for $20.  If you 

launch your boat in the spring and pull it out in 

the fall, you only need to pay the daily launch 

fee amount. 

 

The Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol is on-duty 7 

days a week during the active boating season. 

The non-emergency contact number to Ken 

Blanke, Chief of the Water Patrol, is 262-882-

2030.  The non-emergency number to the Water 

Patrol office is 262-742-4300.    If no one is in 

the office, the call will automatically be routed 

to the boat.  CALL 911 FOR ALL 

 EMERGENCIES! 
 

DAM AND CULVERT STATUS 

By Pete Van Kampen 
 

We have been taking lake and dam level read-

ings for over a year now. We have also been 

analyzing the lake readings taken back to 1962.  

With this data we have determined that normal 

lake level ranges between 884.43 (feet above 

sea level) to 884.85. It was recommended to the 

Town of La Grange that the slow no wake be 

imposed at 885.1. We have exceeded this 

height twice in the past year and almost reached 

it a third time. We suspected that the culverts 

ahead of the dam needed cleaning since they 

had not been thoroughly cleaned since the in-

troduction of zebra mussels to the Lakes. After 

many months of searching a Chicago firm was 

found to do the cleaning and it was completed 

in mid-June. The flow however did not increase 

sufficiently to maintain the proper level be-

tween the lake and the dam. We have a design 

proposal that will be reviewed at the next Lake 

Management District meeting on August 16 at 

the Country Club at 8:00. The decision made 

there will be shared in detail at the annual 

District meeting on Labor Day 

weekend at Lutherdale (10:00 

AM on Saturday August 30)  
 

HAVE YOU SEEN  

THIS PLANT? 

By Audrey Green 
 

As you have been out enjoying all the natural 

resources that Walworth County has to offer, 

you may have noticed the great flowers that 

bloom this time of year.  You may also have 

seen a tall plant with very attractive magenta 

colored flowers. It could be in your garden, 

along your shoreline, perhaps in a wetland, 

even along a wet ditch area. The plant I am re-

ferring to is Purple Loosestrife, Lythrum sali-

caria and while it does have a very pretty 

flower, but this is one plant we do not want.   

 

Purple Loosestrife is considered an aquatic in-

vasive species. Native to Europe, it was intro-

duced either accidentally in ballast water or as a 

garden herb and later became a popular garden 

plant. Regardless of how it arrived, due to vig-

orous growth and lack of natural predators, Pur-

ple Loosestrife has invaded many of our  

valuable natural areas. Purple Loosestrife flour-

ishes in moist soils and it can be found in 

marshes, fens, stream, pond and lake 
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edges. The great diversity of healthy wet-

lands and shorelines are very important habi-

tat for  

many native species of birds, insects, am-

phibians, and animals. Purple Loosestrife, 

which spreads by seed and underground 

stems, establishes quickly and out competes 

the native grasses, sedges and flowering 

plants that provide food and habitat, which 

results in a sharp decline in habitat value.  

 

In order to prevent new infestations it is im-

portant that that we do not allow Purple 

Loose-strife to grow in our yards and gar-

dens. In fact, Wisconsin State law prohibits 

the sale, distribution or cultivation of Purple 

Loosestrife and all cultivars, hybrids and 

varieties of Lythrum salicaria and L. virga-

tum. There are several similar flowering 

plants that can be planted as an alternative, 

such as: Blazing star, Liatris pycnostachya.; 

Foxglove, Digitalis purpurea; Obedient 

Plant, Physostegia virginiana and  Steeple-

bush, spiraea tomentosa.  

 

If Purple Loosestrife is found and positively 

identified, control measures should be imple-

mented immediately. A mature plant 

can produce 3 million seeds and those 

seeds remain viable in the soil for several 

years. If care is taken to minimize soil distur-

bance, single plants or small populations can 

sometimes be carefully dug out and disposed 

of. It is important to make sure all of the root 

is removed or new shoots will grow. Once 

plants start to flower it is important to re-

move the flowering stalks carefully and dis-

pose of them away from water. Allow the 

plants to dry and burn if possible so that 

seeds do not disperse. On large sites, chemi-

cal control may be an option. Since Purple 

Loosestrife if most often found growing 

along water, a DNR permit may be required 

and the chemical may need to be one that is 

acceptable for use on water. Contact a WI. 

Department of Natural Resources aquatic 

plant specialist for more information at (262) 

574-2124. Using either control method will 

require continued monitoring and control 

efforts because seeds in the soil will con-

tinue to germinate for several years. 

 

In larger, more severe infestations, manual 

and chemical control may be too expensive 

or labor intensive. However, the use of spe-

cially selected and highly tested insects that 

feed on Purple Loosestrife have been shown 

to be highly successful. This method is 

known as biological control (biocontrol) and 

research has shown that these specialized 

insects reduce both plant height, seed output 

and overall plant numbers. This allows other, 

native plants to regain control in a few years. 

Wisconsin DNR and UWEX have created a 

program in which hundreds of citizens have 

raised and released millions of beetles that 

feed on Purple Loosestrife. For more infor-

mation about Purple Loosestrife please con-

tact Audrey Greene, Lake Specialist for Wal-

worth County at (262) 741-7902, email at  

agreen@co.walworth.wi.us or Brock Woods 

(DNR/UWEX) at (608) 221-6349, email at  

brock.woods@dnr.state.wi.us.            
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