
       MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbor; 

 

Boy / Girl did we have an August on the 

lake! I hope everyone got through the 

terrible rainy weather safely. Two articles 

are in this issue of the Shorelines on the 

topic of our lake level. One is historical 

from Kathryn Calkins and one is from Jack 

Sorenson on just how high our lake did get 

and the future plans for our culverts. 

 

The result of our August rains caused the 

authorities to designate our lake “slow no 

 wake" for a period of time. After the “slow 

no wake” designation was lifted, many 

residents asked me if we could pursue 

having a few week end days a year “slow 

no wake”. The result of this request was 

that a petition was generated and over 100 

people signed it. The petition was 

presented to the LaGrange Town Board 

and the topic was tabled because the Town 

Board felt the total community population 

should have an opportunity to voice their 

opinion on this topic. In the first quarter of 

2008, The Lake Management District, will 

mail out a survey to all the Lake District 

residents. Please respond to the survey 

when it comes. We need your input, so that 

the wishes of the community are heard and 

not just a few get heard that are either in 

favor or against “Slow No Wake Days“.  

 

Take a look at those pictures on page four. 

Yes we do have a great fish population in 

out lake and it continues to get better with 

the help of the Fish Committee. Please 

support them. 

 

Don Henderson has a number of articles in 

this Shorelines. Please take note of the 

proposed changes to the Boating 

Ordinance. The changes are planned to 

take affect in 2008 and will affect us all.  

Also, take note of the changes to the no 

wake area in the West end of Middle Lake. 

 

There is an article on home safety tips. We 

need to be so careful that we do not lose 

lives or property on our community. 

 

As you may or may not be aware of the 

“Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy” has 

changed its name to the “Kettle Moraine 

Land Trust”. Take a look at Jerry 

Petersen’s article. 

 

Jack Callaway, A Pleasant Lake resident 

and a Town of LaGrange Supervisor asked 

if he could help the LLIA. He volunteered 

to take on the tough role of assisting in the 

area of “Membership” and pursuing new 

ways of increasing interest in the 

Association. He has a great idea on page 7. 

Take a look at his article.  Thanks ,Rich, 

for offering to help. 

 

Take a look at an article on the water 

quality of our lake. A greater effort is being 

placed in this area thanks to the help of 

Pete Spaulding and his volunteer team.    

 

We were privileged to be the host lake for 

a Walworth County Lake Association event 

called “Day at the Lake”. Take a look at 

the article on this topic.  

  

I have a great Christmas present idea. Give 

Lauderdale Lakes Vintage signs to all. 

Children love them and parents and grand 

parents too. As you know, we sell them and 

will use the proceeds to help the 

community. You can get an order form on 

our web site, www.llia.org or send a note to 

Jane Larsen at Lauderdale910@aol.com.  

 

 

We have had a very good year thanks to 

the many people who have volunteered to 

help. Without the support of many 

volunteers the Association would not be 

able to survive. If I listed all the people that 

have helped, I know I would miss one or 

two and  it would just take up way too 

much room. Thanks to all of those that 

supply the great articles, time after time, 

for the Shorelines. Thanks to all the 

Committee Chairpersons. Thanks to those 

that volunteered to help with having a new 

Lauderdale Lakes Directory. Thanks to 

those advertisers that were willing to pay 

for ads in the Directory. Please support 

them. Thanks to those that volunteered 

with our new Vintage Sign venture. Thanks 

to the Association Directors. Last but 

surely not least. Thanks to all that have 

joined as members. Our membership is our 

lives blood. Without you we would not 

have a Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 

Association. 

 

Have a great “Holiday Season” 

 

 

 

Bud Vance 
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FALL 2007 DAM UPDATE 

By Jack Sorenson, Lake Mgmt. 

District Commissioner  
 

We are fortunate to be stewards of a lake 

that has had a very stable relative water 

elevation for many years. Our lake is fed by 

fresh water springs and rainfall; the water 

exits the Lauderdale Chain by evaporation 

and flowing out through the culverts (under 

Sterlingworth Drive), over the dam and 

down the Honey Creek eastward toward the 

Fox River.    

 

Last August, Lauderdale Lakes were in-

cluded in a large regional area of heavy 

rainfall. The rainfall resulted in the closure 

of many roads, rivers overflowed their 

banks and flooding created property dam-

age across southern Wisconsin and north-

ern Illinois.  This heavy rain also caused 

the lake level to rise higher than 885.1 feet 

above mean sea level (“MSL”).  Earlier in 

the year we had added a water elevation 

scale on the lake side of the drainage cul-

verts, but in August the water level rose 

above the whole water elevation scale!  I 

have reviewed some old records of the lake 

and dam and as best I can interpret, the 

lake levels have generally fluctuated within 

one foot, they have spiked higher and 

lower, but the general elevation has been 

between 883.7 MSL and 884.7 MSL.  Due 

to the August storm event, the lake level 

was overflowing the rock rip-rap and 

breakfronts of many properties around the 

lakes, to a water level that could cause 

shore erosion and property damage, as well 

as causing planks to float out of low piers 

and be a hazard floating in the water.  This 

condition led to the unprecedented action 

of ruling the whole Lauderdale Lakes 

Chain as a “slow no wake” zone.  This rul-

ing was taken to avoid further damage to 

property and the environment by adding 

boat wakes on top of the existing high wa-

ter levels.  “Slow no wake” was also de-

clared at many of our neighboring lakes.  

Once the water rose at Lauderdale, its level 

decreased slower than expected, we think 

due in large part to the refilling of the Aq-

uifers that feed the underwater springs.   

 

As was reported at the September 1, 2007, 

Annual Meeting of the Lake District, the 

Lake District Board believes that the water 

outflow restriction at Lauderdale is likely 

limited by the two culverts under 

Sterlingworth Drive more than by the 

Dam itself.  Therefore, we have hired an 

engineering firm to study the drainage 

characteristics and water flows of the Lau-

derdale Lakes drainage area. They will cal-

culate the theoretic water flow resulting 

from the water shed area and compare the 

theoretic water flow to the capacity of the 

existing culverts.  Assuming that the cul-

verts are undersized for today’s water flow 

characteristics, we will then begin the de-

sign and permitting phase for improving 

the culvert capacity. We will keep you up-

dated on the progress in future publica-

tions.   

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

HISTORY ARTICLE 
By Kathryn Calkins 

 

“A Little Extra…” 

Summer 2007 made history at Lauderdale, 

as anyone knows who visited the lakes in 

late August and September. Following 

strong storms in the area, our lakes' level 

rose about 6 inches above its normal high 

and remained that way for a good couple of 

weeks.  

 

An unprecedented 13 days of Slow No 

Wake boat traffic followed. Boaters could 

neither ski nor use personal water craft. But 

kayaks, canoes and other self-propelled 

boats became popular. The no-wake re-

striction resulted in quiet and in water clear 

enough that I could easily see the feet of 

my 6 ft. in. husband from the pontoon boat 

after he plunged over the side for a Satur-

day swim. Lauderdale probably has not 

seen summer weekends like those for dec-

ades.  

 

The lakes' water level is controlled by a 

dam on Mill Lake. The state of Wisconsin 

determines the height above sea level at 

which the lakes should be maintained, and 

the Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management 

District operates the dam. Jack Sorenson, 

secretary of the Lauderdale Lake District, 

said that the lake level reached about 885.1 

ft. above mean sea level in August. It rose 

over his scale on the lake side of the cul-

verts running under Sterlingworth Dr., so 

the level is an estimate. By comparison, he 

believes that from 1919 to 1963, the lake 

level averaged mostly between 883.7 and 

884.7 ft. above mean sea level. 

 

Sorenson noted that we are quite fortunate 

that our lakes' level is as steady as it is. The 

spring and rain-fed lake exits into Honey 

Creek, where the dam is located. Without 

the dam, Sorenson said, "it would be a 

mess." The water level would be less pre-

dictable and at least two feet lower, he sus-

pects. 

 

According to A History of the Lauderdale 

Lakes by Robert Brown and Patricia 

McCormick (LLIA 1992), the dam began 

life as a power source for a sawmill built by 

Amasa Bigelow in 1839. Bigelow owned 

the land where the Sterlingworth condo-

miniums stand. He built the mill at the 

headwater of Honey Creek, and the book 

notes that Mill Lake was first called Bige-

low's Lake. 

 

According to long time lake resident Jerry 

Petersen, the lakes were about four-and-a-

half feet lower before the mill was built, 

with a significant natural flow into Honey 

Creek. A History places the pre-dam level 

at between three feet and 18 inches below 

today's level. Bigelow built the mill where 

Sterlingworth Drive runs today and put the 

first dam on the opposite side of the mill 

pond from the existing dam, Petersen said. 

Bigelow raised the lake level 4.5-5 feet and 

used the water power to saw boards out of 

logs that were cut from the lakeshore and 

floated down to Honey Creek, he said. 

 

Sorenson noted that before Sterlingworth 

Bay was dredged, a spillway also flowed 

east into the bay. The area was swampy, 

and provided a relief route for excess water 

following a heavy rain, as the area drained 

into Honey Creek below the dam. 

 

About 40-50 years later, after the mill had 

ceased business in 1907, the Sterlingworth 

Hotel used the dam to generate electricity, 

although A History states that the project 

was plagued by debris clogging the ma-

chinery and high maintenance costs. Ac-

cording to A History, control and mainte-

nance of the dam were transferred to the 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement  

(Continued on page 3) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2008 
DATE                     EVENT 
2-9                              Feb. Directors Meeting 

4-1                              LaGrange Town Board 

                                   Supervisor Election 

4-17 to 4-19                WAL Convention 

5-3                              May Directors Meeting 

6-14                            June LLIA Annual Meeting 

7-19                            Children’s Fish Jamboree 
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(Continued from page 2) 

Association also in 1907, although the  

Association did not purchase the dam 

until around 1940 for $2,500. 

 

According to Sorenson's engineering rec-

ords, the dam was moved in 1929 about 

200 ft. to the northeast to its present lo-

cation. A note in 1930 suggests that the 

new dam did not change the lakes' eleva-

tion. 

 

By Petersen's youth in the 1940s, a verti-

cal sluice gate controlled the lake level. 

Hugh Squyres--who fixed boats and sold 

gas at the public pier alongside the Ster-

lingworth -- was in charge of raising and 

lowering the gate. "Hughey would raise 

the gate, and the lake level would drop a 

foot or so, and everybody would com-

plain. So he would go out and lower it 

again, and the level would rise a foot," 

Petersen said.  

 

Finally, the LLIA tired of the unpredict-

ability of the sluice gate method. Its then-

secretary-treasurer Albert Boyson, an 

engineer, designed the existing dam, 

which was put in place in 1962. The new 

dam had a fixed spillway instead of the 

sluice gate. According to Sorenson, the 

existing culverts running under Sterling-

worth Drive were installed in 1961. 

 

August 2007's unusually high water still 

did not reach flood level, which the Wis-

consin Department of Natural Resources 

has placed at 886 ft. above mean sea 

level, Sorenson said. But he noted that 

the lake level did not drop as quickly as 

expected. He suggested the reason could 

be that aquifers surrounding the lake 

were also filled and draining into the 

lake. Sorenson said that the DNR esti-

mates that the ratio of water flow is 18 

acres of land to every acre of water in the 

lakes. "So there is a large area of water 

flowing in," he said. 

 

Another reason the water level may not 

have dropped quickly is inadequately 

sized culverts on the lake side of the 

dam, which Sorenson said the Lake Dis-

trict will begin to evaluate. 

 

Slow-no-wake was imposed on Aug. 22. 

Public boat launches also closed on that 

date. This continued through Sept. 4. 

Other lakes in the area, including Lake 

Delavan and Lake Geneva, imposed 

slow-no-wake as well, and the Fox River 

flooded, causing closure of Highway 50. 

 

Both Petersen and Sorenson noted that 

most lake residents they spoke with 

greatly enjoyed the quiet resulting from 

the slow-no-wake. For long-time resi-

dents, the relative quiet and reduced boat 

traffic brought on memories of when 

Lauderdale was less heavily used. 

Walker Johnson, a summer resident since 

the late 1950s noted that the water was 

clearer thirty to forty 

years ago, before the 

advent of stern drive 

boats. These inboard-

outboard motor boats, 

he said, sit low in the 

water and are very 

powerful. "When 

they accelerate at 

depths of 12 feet of 

water, they stir up the 

lake bottom," he said. 

 

Johnson's wife, Caro-

lyn, who has been a 

summer lake resident 

since her birth in the 1930s, remembers 

seeing in her youth deep holes back in 

the springs that were lined with brilliant 

color, fuscia and 

chartreuse. 

 

Lucia Johnson 

McQueeny, a sum-

mer resident since 

1960, said the clear 

water resulting from 

the slow-no-wake 

made her remember 

hunting freshwater 

clams off Ingleside 

Point in Middle Lake 

30 years ago. "You 

could see them in the 

water off the point. They were three-to-

four inches long and two inches wide," 

she said. "We would put them in a bucket 

of water, and eventually they would open 

up again and feel around in the bucket. 

There were also snails of all colors and 

sizes on the pier posts. They covered the 

pier posts. We would put them in the 

bucket, too, then release them all again at 

the end of the weekend."  

 

Carolyn Johnson's younger brother, Ken-

neth Ingle, recalls being able to take a 

skier out  without using a spotter because 

of the lack of other speedboats on the 

lakes. He could keep his eye on the skier 

by sitting on the gunnels of his boat and 

steering with his toe, he remembered. 

 

Jon Jacobson, who has lived year-round 

on the lakes, having built there in 1935, 

agreed to witnessing increases in boat 

traffic since the 1940s, but maintained 

that since the 1960s the level has been 

pretty much the same except for the ad-

vent of personal water craft.  

 

For Jacobson, the slow-no-wake in 

August simply brought to mind 

 Lauderdale in all seasons except sum-

mer. "Frankly, after Labor Day, it's the 

finest lake in the world," he said. -- 
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FISH COMMITTEE 

 REPORT 

By Greg Schindler &  

Jim Frenchy 

 

The Carp-O-Rama this year ran from Me-

morial Day to Labor Day. The bow winner 

was Zack O' Laughlin with 35.2 ponder. 

The hook and line winner was Ron Kilin-

ski with 22.4 lbs. Several larger carps were 

reported by hook and line but not regis-

tered. 

During our no wake weekend several large 

northern from 36 to 41 inches were caught. 

 

The Fish Committee purchased and 

stocked the lake with 2900 small mouth 

bass the second week of September. This 

was made possible through the generous 

donations of our supporters. Thanks for 

your support. We will again request per-

mits from the DNR for next year. The 

number of fish to be stocked will be de-

pendent on the amount of donations re-

ceived next year. 

 

Children’s Fish Jamboree has 

been scheduled for Saturday, 

July 19th. Mark your calendars. More 

details to follow in future Shorelines. This 

year, the Jamboree had a record turn out 

and we hope to have more young people 

participate next year. 

  

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 

 

Boating Ordinance Revisions 

 

The Town of LaGrange Board has ap-

proved some changes in the Lauderdale 

Lakes Boating Ordinance at the October 8, 

2007 meeting.  This is the result of the 

Town Safety Committee proposals that 

were reviewed in detail at the Lauderdale 

Lakes Lake Management District Annual 

Meeting in September, 2007.   

 

Changes approved include the following: 

 

1.  The night time speed limit is set at 10 

MPH effective SEVEN (7) days per week.  

Night time is defined as the period of time 

from sunset to sunrise.   

 

2.  A top speed limit of 50 MPH during 

daylight hours, from sunrise to sunset, on 

weekends and Holidays from Memorial 

Day through Labor Day. 

 

3.   Limiting the hours for water skiing, 

aquaplaning, or similar activities during 

the week from sunrise to sunset except on 

Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays when 

the hours for water skiing, aquaplaning or 

similar activities commence at 9:00 AM.   

 

4.  Establishes one way Counter-Clockwise 

traffic between the Bog on Don Jean Bay 

and the Shoreline on weekends and Holi-

days from Memorial Day through Labor 

Day.   

 

5.  Increased fines for Town Ordinance 

violations, minimums and maximums, and 

extends the penalties for repeat offenders 

from one year to three years.    

 

The Town attorney is now updating the 

ordinances and the revised ordinances will 

be published and effective beginning in 

2008.   

 

Town Highway Department 

 

Winter may seem to be far off as this arti-

cle is being written, but often the first 

snowflakes fall in October.   Highway De-

partment Commissioner Pat Hoffman has 

been preparing for winter for several 

weeks.   Road side ditches have been 

mown, trees and brush cut back along the 

roadsides, and three Town Trucks have 

been prepared for snowplowing and sand-

ing.   Pat has three snow plow routes and 

in total over 62 miles of Town roads are 

cleared and sanded with each snowfall.   

 

Driving a snow plow truck is demanding as 

the snow often swirls up across the cab and 

limits visibility both forward and back-

ward.   Wisconsin law requires motorists 

following a Snow Plow Truck to stay back 

500 feet.   Town Highway Department em-

ployees ask all motorists to use extra cau-

tion and please stay back the required dis-

tance.  This is especially important at inter-

sections when snow plow trucks often need 

to plow around a corner and then back up 

before turning to plow the other direction.   

 

Snow plowing the many winding and hilly 

Town roads around the Lakes is the great-

est challenge.  Pat asks all of us to please 

keep our boats, utility vehicles, ATVs, and 

cars and trucks well back from the road 

side.   It is important to have area along 

side the road free to plow snow onto so 

that the road width is not reduced during 

the winter months.   

 

The garbage and recycling containers con-

tinue to be used, and John’s Disposal Serv-

ice will make the collection on the regular 

assigned day which is Monday for most of 

the Lake properties.  PLEASE ASK A 

NEIGHBOR THAT LIVES 

NEAR YOU YEAR AROUND 

TO MOVE YOUR CONTAIN-

ERS BACK TO YOUR HOUSE 

AFTER COLLECTION IF YOU 

ARE THERE ONLY ON 

WEEKENDS.   The containers may 

interfere with snow plowing and certainly 

they detract from the beauty of our prop-

erty when left next to the road all week.   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Here’s Ron Kilinski with a day’s catch of 

various fish. Do you doubt that our stock-

ing has not helped? 



(Continued from page 4) 

 

The Highway Department staff have in-

stalled the NEW PROPERTY ADDRESS/

EMERGENCY SIGNS on nearly all the 

properties in the Town of LaGrange.  Ap-

proximately forty signs were missing or 

were miss numbered.  Replacement signs 

have been ordered, and they will be in-

stalled later this year.  Remember all prop-

erty owners are required to have the offi-

cial Town identification number sign as 

installed by the Town on their property.  

The official Town sign MUST NOT BE 

RELOCATED by the property owner, as it 

has been strategically placed by the Town 

for emergency identification.  Please con-

tact Pat Hoffman, Highway Department 

Commissioner at 262.495.8822 if you have 

a question regarding the Property Address/

Emergency Sign.    

 

Middle Lake Sensitive Area 3 Changes 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-

sources has changed the beginning of the 

slow no wake area at the West end of Mid-

dle Lake beginning in 2008.  The buoys 

marking the East edge of the slow no wake 

will be placed on a line that goes from LL 

559A on the South Shore to LL 741 on the 

North Shore of Middle Lake.  This line is 

further to the East in comparison to the 

past buoy line.   The DNR made this 

change to further protect the habitat in this 

very important Sensitive area of Lauder-

dale Lakes.  All seven sensitive areas on 

Lauderdale Lakes as defined by the DNR 

will have slow no wake buoys in 2008.    

 

The DNR has also recommended to the 

Town of LaGrange, LLIA, and Lake Dis-

trict that the most sensitive area of Bub-

bling Springs in Middle Lake be changed 

to electric trolling motor powered boating 

and/or paddling or rowing a boat only.   As 

we know the entire West end of Middle 

lake is already no wake, and this continues.  

This proposed change will be the area 

north of the boat channel from LL 662 to 

LL723.  This area of the lake is very shal-

low and currently no piers or docks are 

permitted by the DNR.  

 

This DNR recommendation is being con-

sidered by The Town Board, and further 

discussion will be held with the DNR be-

fore formal action is taken by the Board.  

Board Members want to be certain they do 

not duplicate ordinance adoption with po-

tentially all ready adopted DNR regula-

tions.   Generally Towns adopt ordinances 

that are based on State Government policy 

and regulations so that they are enforce-

able within the respective Town and/or 

Lake District area.      

 

  Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment 

 

All the members of the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department extend their 

thanks to the 800 people that attended the 

August Steak Fry.  The annual event was 

very successful this year, and the profit has 

been designated for the new ambulance to 

be purchased in 2009.     

 

Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst said, “A 

volunteer fire department takes the dedica-

tion of many people. The volunteer staff 

we have is totally dedicated to providing 

the best rescue and fire fighting techniques 

and equipment to assure the support and 

safety of people and property in this area.  

The area property owners and residents are 

true partners in this effort by supporting 

our Department through gifts and fund 

raisers.  I extend my personal thanks to all 

of you for making the Department very 

successful.”   

 

Department Equipment: 

 

Fire fighters continue their work to com-

plete the new equipment truck that has 

been under development for the past two 

years. The truck is currently being fitted 

with the Cascade System that fills the port-

able air bottles fire fighters use.  Exterior 

painting is scheduled for late November, 

and then exterior lights will be installed 

and the truck placed in service by the end 

of this year.  A new 3000 gallon water 

tanker truck will be purchased in early 

2008. This truck will replace a 1972 model 

tanker truck that has served the Depart-

ment well, but it is past its useful life. The 

Department is now raising money to pur-

chase a New Ambulance/Rescue Truck at a 

cost of approximately $130,000. It will 

replace the current ambulance that has 

been in service since 1994.      

 

Home Fire Safety Tips: 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment Volunteers ask all property owners 

and residents to think and practice fire 

safety.  Test all of your fire alarms. Be sure 

that an alarm is installed in each bedroom.   

Even the fire alarms wired into your  

electrical system have a battery backup.  

Be sure you have new batteries in all the 

alarms every year.    

 

Furnace inspections by qualified 

technicians assure all the combus-

tion process is correct and the ex-

haust gas is going outside and not 

into the house. With the high cost 

of fuel, many will use their fire-

place or wood stove more this 

winter. Make sure your chimney 

is free of creosote and the stove 

vent pipes are not blocked.  

 

The Holiday Season will soon be here. As 

you decorate your home, be careful to keep 

decorations well away from hot lights, 

stoves, fireplaces, and candles. Also be 

sure you extinguish candles when you are 

not in the same room, as you may forget 

they are lit and as they burn down cause a 

fire to be started.  If you have a decorated 

Christmas tree, be sure it is away from the 

fireplace and other open flames. Fire fight-

ers recommend using low wattage electric 

lights that will not ignite the needles.   

 

Be sure that your driveway is clear of tree 

limbs and branches.  If you have a prob-

lem, you will want the fire truck or rescue 

ambulance to reach your house without 

being damaged by your tree limbs. With 

winter snow soon to arrive, please keep 

your driveways and private roads plowed 

wide and frequently so that an ambulance 

or a fire truck may quickly reach your 

home during an emergency. The Town 

Highway Department plows snow on all 

Town owned roads, but many homes 

around Lauderdale Lakes are located on 

private roads and/or long driveways.  The 

home owners have total 

(Continued on page 6) 5 

Test all of your fire alarms. Be sure 

that an alarm is installed in each 

bedroom.  Even the fire alarms 

wired into your electrical system 

have a battery backup.  Be sure you 

have new batteries in all the alarms 

every year.    



(Continued from page 5) 

responsibility for private driveways and 

roads. 

  

Call 911 if you need to report a fire, medi-

cal emergency or an accident. Last but not 

least, have a fire safety plan for your fam-

ily. Review it with your family members 

and practice the plan so your family will be 

safe should you experience a fire in your 

home.    

 

2008 Town of LaGrange Election 

 

The Town Board Chairman and First Side 

Supervisor are positions will up for elec-

tion in 2008. Elections are held the first 

Tuesday in April, which is April 1, 2008.  

Candidates elected to the Town Board 

serve two year terms of office. Candidates 

must file formal nomination papers to be 

on the election ballot, and the closure date 

is January 2, 2008. Candidates must be 

Town of LaGrange residents. The first day 

that nomination papers may be obtained 

from the Town Clerk, Crystal Hoffman is 

December 1, 2007 and they must be filed 

with the Town Clerk before the closure 

date. Frank Taylor is the current Town 

Chairman, and Mark Bromley is the current 

First Side Supervisor.   

 

KETTLE MORAINE LAND 

TRUST 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

As you can see from the title of my article, 

our name change is now official.  We have 

received many positive comments, and a 

great related article appeared in the Elk-

horn Independent on October 25th.  We 

now have to live up to the expectations. 

 

Our Board met on November 3rd and ap-

proved offering our General Manager posi-

tion to Lori Artiomow.  We discussed the 

plan and rational for retaining a GM in our 

recent Great News mailing.  We were for-

tunate to have five qualified candidates.  

We selected Lori due to the combination of 

her training and experience with Land 

Trusts in SE Wisconsin.  She served on the 

Board of the Racine/Kenosha Land Trust 

for four years, and has done the environ-

mental work on a dozen Conservation Sub-

divisions.  She has completed scores of 

environmental assessments and 

plans.  In fact, she did the Baseline 

Report for the Conservation Ease-

ment we hold on fourteen lake front lots on 

North Lake. 

 

With Lori on-board we will be able to do a 

much better job of communication, includ-

ing posting much better updates on our 

web-site.  Watch the web-site for her phone 

number.  For the near term the site is still 

“lauderdalelakesconservancy.org.”  In ad-

dition, with her help, we will be able to 

follow up much more promptly on inquiries 

related to potential projects in the lakes 

area.  We also intend to promote Conserva-

tion Subdivisions more aggressively in 

other Towns in northern Walworth County. 

 

Here at Lauderdale, under Herb Shar-

pless’s leadership, a trail has been con-

structed into the eastern edge of Island 

Woods.  The trail starts on the eastern end 

of Oak Park Road (just before the parking 

area).  It winds up into the preserve along 

ridges with great views of kettles, the 

marsh, and Middle Lake. We plan to re-

serve two parking places in the parking lot 

there for trail visitors.  Stop by, and take in 

the views.  With the leaves down you’ll get 

a beautiful long distance panorama not pre-

sent during the summer. 

 

We recently completed our third annual 

inspection of the Lake District wet-lands 

on Don Jean Bay.  We continue to salute 

the District for their continued care of this 

environmental gem.  In the future, we hope 

to partner with the District to do more res-

toration work there, and will be developing 

a suggested restoration plan for their con-

sideration over the winter. 

 

Please consider a year-end donation to the 

KMLT.  Until December 31st, if you are 

retired you may be able to make a donation 

tax free from your IRA.  Check with your 

tax advisor.  You could also donate stock 

and avoid capital gains tax.  It’s a good 

time to both help conserve our lakes area, 

and reduce your income taxes.  Our regular 

form is shown below.  If you have ques-

tions, please call me on 262-742-2367. 

 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Mike Hurlburt 

 
Here we go again...trying to find something 

that will draw ones interest into an article 

on water safety.  Doesn't make much sense 

to write about being careful on Lauderdale 

and Pleasant Lakes during the approaching 

cold weather. Only folks on the lake at this 

time of year are the avid skiers and they 

usually operate in a safe manner. So, I 

guess I'll aim these words for those of you 

who might be heading to warmer climates 

in the next weeks or months, and could 

venture forth to frolic in ocean waters with 

the kids, grandkids or friends. 

 

As you arrive at the beach, it is wise to 

swim where there is lifeguards present, and 
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                 KETTLE MORAINE LAND TRUST (KMLT) 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the KMLT effort to protect our lakes. All contributions are tax 

deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                           ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution $________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Kettle Moraine Land Trust 

Mail with this form to: 

              KMLT 

         P.O. Box 176  

    Elkhorn WI, 53121 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                        __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   
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of course, never swim alone.  Check with 

them before going in the water to find out 

how strong the waves are. When the wind 

is blowing strongly, you should expect 

longshore currents and/or rip currents.  

 

A rip or tip-tide is a current of water mov-

ing in a seaward direction. It has nothing to 

do with the tides. It is formed by the move-

ment of waves as they pound onto the 

beach in a sideways motion. This displaces 

and pushes other parts of the water back 

out to sea. Rip currents are usually narrow. 

Swimmers can escape them by swimming 

perpendicular to the flow (parallel to 

shore) a short distance. If you do get 

caught in a rip and are unable to free your-

self from its grasp, lifeguards will come to 

your aid if you signal them, or others 

nearby, that you need help. 

 

And oh yes...one other caution. If the beau-

tiful pastel blue waters are calm and invit-

ing, and you intend to go dashing down 

and make a shallow dive into the water, 

check around the area first for some jelly-

fish or Portuguese man-of-wars. They can 

really ruin a day at the beach. 

 

For the rest of you who only frequent the 

condo pools... don't dive into the shallow 

end and no running in the pool area. 

 

Enjoy yourselves. 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

CONSIDERATION 

By Rick Callaway 
 

 Do you know anyone or have a family 

member who would benefit from being a 

member of the Lauderdale Lakes Improve-

ment Association?  

  

Why not buy them a membership during 

the upcoming Holiday Season?  Member-

ship forms are readily available through the 

Association’s web site and the cost is only 

thirty –five dollars ($35.00).  Be sure to 

indicate the membership is for the 2008 

year. 

  

Whether we are permanent residents or 

enjoy our lake property on a part time basis 

our investment is significant and goes way 

beyond financial considerations. Over the 

years our Association has done a great deal 

to protect our investments and enrich our 

lives and experiences.  We should encour-

age as many people as possible to become 

involved, through the Association, in this 

ongoing process. 

  

One of the benefits of membership often 

not appreciated is the tremendous amount 

of available information. Our Directory is 

an invaluable resource which includes per-

tinent Boards, Agencies, Government Bod-

ies and PEOPLE. This information is con-

stantly updated in our publication 

“Shorelines” several times a year and elec-

tronically on our website. 

  

Because of the availability of this informa-

tion Association members are less likely to 

make serious mistakes with zoning, build-

ing and pier issues etc. 

  

Occasionally we hear comments and/or 

reasons why people would not consider 

becoming members of the Associa-

tion.  Whether or not these reasons are 

valid is not important because it is valid to 

someone. We are requesting that you make 

one or more of the Association Officers 

aware of any such problems so we can be 

proactive in developing solutions. It is not 

necessary to provide names. 

  

Thank you for being a member of our Im-

provement Association and for considering 

membership for yourself and others. 

  

 HIKING TRAIL OPENS IN  

ISLAND WOODS PRESERVE 

By Herb Sharpless 
 

The Kettle Moraine Land Trust is pleased 

to announce the hiking trail into Island 

Woods Preserve is now ready for commu-

nity use.  The trailhead is located just to 

the West of the parking area at the Eastern 

end of Oak Park Road.  The two western 

parking spaces are reserved for trail hiker 

vehicle parking!  The trail crosses about 

1/8 mile of moraine to overlook the middle 

level kettle located near the center of the 

Preserve. 

 

To reach the parking area from Highway 

H, follow Green Lake Road to the intersec-

tion with West Shore Drive.  Turn right 

and proceed towards “Lauderdale 

“Landings.  Turn right onto Oak Park 

Road, just after passing the Landing.   

Proceed along Oak Park Road past the Pre-

serve Overlook, until you reach the end of 

the public road, where there is a turn 

around with room for limited parking. 

 

Construction of this hiking trail was sup-

ported by the Town of LaGrange (wood 

chips from the Compost site), over 30 vol-

unteers who helped spread chips on the 

August 12, 2007 work day and Kettle Mo-

raine Land Trust Board Members who 

helped clear invasive species from the trail 

route.   

 

Please understand that the trail is con-

structed for walking and observing nature 

(no vehicles are allowed on the trail), and 

hikers should remain on the trail surface to 

avoid the spread of invasive plant species 

seeds.  Also, remove all materials you 

bring into the Preserve. 

 

WATER QUALITY REPORT  

By Pete Spaulding 
  

This year we have tested more than any 

year in recent history.  We started testing 

every two weeks for water clarity as soon 

as the ice went out in March.  We also 

tested for Chlorophyll and Phosphorus four 

times.  In June, July and August, with our 

new Oxygen and temperature instrument, 

we took readings every 5’in depth in all 

three lakes. All the test data was entered 

into the WDNR’s on line data base. 

   

The purpose of all this testing is to monitor 

the health of our lakes.  The WDNR has 

developed comparison charts for our lakes 

with our data converted to TSI (Trophic 

State Index Graph). Trophic state index 

(TSI) is determined using a mathematical 

formula (Wisconsin has its own version). 

The TSI is a score from 0 to 110, with 

lakes that are less fertile having a low TSI. 

They base the overall TSI on the Chloro-

phyll TSI when they have Chlorophyll 

data. If they don't have chemistry data, they 

use TSI Secchi. 

 

All three of our lakes have TSI readings in 

the 40-50 range. This means our water is 

moderately clear, increasing change of low 

desolved oxygen in deep water during the 

summer. This is all good and typical of a 

healthy lake.  The trends are good for all 

the lakes.  Average water clarity was better 
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than ’06 for Mill and Middle lakes and 

about the same for Green Lake. Two 

weeks of no wake this year helped our 

clarity average. Chlorophyll and Phosphors 

readings go up and down over the years, 

but in general the trend is flat and maybe a 

little better in recent years as property 

owners switch to “0” Phosphors fertilizers. 

 

Our thanks to the volunteers who have 

helped in gathering data this year:  Charlie 

Lawrence, Wally Yandel, Bud Vance and 

Larry Cady.    

 

Remember the best thing you can do the 

help the quality of our lakes is to use only 

non Phosphors fertilizer and also to stop 

unfiltered run off into the lake. 

 

COUNTY LAKE GROUP 

SPONSORS 

 “DAY AT THE LAKE”  

FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

By Mary Knipper, 

 Vice-President, Walworth 

County Lake Association  

 

On Saturday, July 28, the Walworth 

County Lakes Association (WCLA) 

sponsored a “Day at the Lake” for in-

vited elected officials throughout Wal-

worth County.  

 

The water and land educational event 

took place on Lauderdale Lakes, and 

the guests, WCLA members and vol-

unteers, were taken by pontoon boats 

to stations on the water for demonstra-

tions of water quality monitoring, 

identification of aquatic plants and a 

live demonstration of the varied fish 

populations common to our county 

lakes. When they returned to the 

docks, they proceeded to land stations 

covering watersheds, aquatic invasive 

species, water safety, and Limnology 

101 – understanding the elements that 

affect water quality and habitat preser-

vation. 

 

The educators included several DNR 

staff, a UW-Whitewater Habitat Spe-

cialist, LaGrange Police Dept., the 

Walworth County Lakes Specialist, 

and local Lake Leaders.  

A patio lunch prepared by the Lauder-

dale Landings was enjoyed by all, and 

the comments by the attendees were 

very positive.  

 

The Walworth County Lakes Associa-

tion is already planning for more edu-

cational events like this next year, 

hosted by other member lakes. There 

are some great pictures available as an 

electronic slide show, and several 

WCLA board members are preparing 

for a presentation of the Day at the 

Lake for the state lakes convention in 

Green Bay in April of 2008. 
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