
       MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbor; 

 

On this page is a picture of the new LLIA 

Officers taken at the annual meeting in 

June. Along with the officers is a picture of 

Senator Neil Kedzie and Representative 

Stephen Nass who were kind enough to 

attend our meeting and enjoy our free 

breakfast get together and  presentation by 

Audrey Greene on “Rain Gardens“. 

 

At the annual meeting, the members were 

introduced to the Associations new 

venture. We are selling Lauderdale Lakes 

Vintage signs made out of wood. There are 

14 different themes and the prices range 

from $55 to $87. If you want to view what 

is offered , you can take a look at the 

samples on display at the Lauderdale Golf 

Course or take a look at our web site, 

www.llia.org . There is also an order form 

on the web site. For further information 

you can contact Jane Larsen at her email 

address, Lauderdale910@aol.com or call 

me at 847-459-8127.  The funds that we 

acquire from this venture will be used to 

help the LaGrange / Lauderdale 

community. 

 

This Shorelines has many great articles. 

Most importantly the Town of LaGrange is 

considering updating the present boating  

ordinance. Take a look at what they are 

considering. 
 
Our Kids Fish Jamboree was a great 

success. Almost 70 children participated!   

Is one of your children in the picture and 

on the list? 
 
Read the Safety Report. There are a lot of 

common sense concerns mentioned and 

take a look at the concerns over at Pebble 

Beach. 
 
Jerry Petersen has written a great article on 

the History surrounding our Lauderdale 

Golf Course and don‘t pass up the article 

by Audrey Greene on reducing rain water 

run off and protecting our lake. 
 
Yes, there is another membership form in 

this Shorelines. We need to get the 

message out that we want all to join and 

take advantage of the benefits of being a 

member. Yes,  this is the year that all 

members get a new “Lauderdale Lakes 

Directory “.  
 
Don’t forget to support the advertisers that 

are listed in the Directory. We are very 

grateful for the support they have given us. 

 

Bud Vance  
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LAUDERDALE LAKES  

SAILING CLUB: 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM a great bunch 

of guys take an hour or so of their weekend 

and race. The boats we race are in the Class 

MC. It is the smallest of the scows which 

range from 16 ft (MC) to 38 ft (Class A). 

The A scow has been clocked at over 25 

miles per hour. To put that in comparison, 

the America’s cup boats which cost mil-

lions each can sometimes reach 15 mph but 

that’s about tops. The Scows are built by 

Melges Performance boats in Zenda, 

Wisconsin, just south of Lake Geneva. 
 
We have about 20 active MC’s on Lauder-

dale and on an average Sunday about 15 

boats will show up to race. We have a new 

web page www.lauderdalesailingclub.com. 

On this site you can find out who won each 

of the races so far this year, the cumu-

lative standings for the year as well as 

a summary of each race written after 

each race.  
 
We are fortunate to have the three 

lakes here on Lauderdale. When the 

sailors are on Green Lake many boats 

towing skiers or tubes or whatever 

choose to be on one of the other lakes 

for that period. We would like to 

thank each of you who make that de-

cision because it is easier to sail when not 

trying to blast through big waves. Many 

boats come to watch the race. That is fine. 

You are never in the way as long as you are 

not sitting too close to one of the buoys we 

set out. We can always sail around you. 
 
That goes for the channel between Green 

and Middle Lakes also. You really don’t 

have to stop when sailboats are going to or 

from the race. Just keep moving at slow no 

wake and we can sail around you. If you 

stop, then others stop and that will block 

everyone from getting through smoothly.  

  

If you are out there on Sunday. Keep an 

eye on #’s 1714, 2225, 1330, 1171, and 

1715. These are the guys in the top five 

spots this year. Come out and cheer them 

on. 

 

We would love to have you join the club if 

you have the interest. We know where you 

can find a boat, new or used to fit your 

price range and there are several sailors 

who would enjoy showing you the 

ropes. You can call Peter Van 

Kampen 742-2567. 

 

TOWN PLANNING AND ZONING 

By Don Henderson 

 

Town Of LaGrange  

Updating Lauderdale 

Lakes Boating Ordinance 

 
The Town Safety Committee is working 

towards updating the Lauderdale Lakes 

Boating Ordinance.  Town Board action to 

review the proposed ordinance revisions 

and take formal action will be during the 

fall 2007 Board meetings. The revised 

Boating Ordinance will likely become ef-

fective in 2008.  

 

During recent Town Safety Committee 

meetings, board members from the Lake 

Management District, Lauderdale Lake Im-

provement Association, and Lauderdale 

Lakes Conservancy as well as other inter-

ested lake residents and property owners 

have participated and offered input. 

    

A working draft of the proposed ordinance 

changes will be reviewed at the Lauderdale 

Lakes Lake Management District Annual 

Meeting on Saturday, September 1, 2007.  

The meeting will be held at Lutherdale be-

ginning at 10:00 AM.  Mark you calendar 

now, and plan to attend this important 

meeting to have more input into the pro-

posed updated Boating Ordinance.   

 

Seven areas of the ordinance are being con-

sidered for revision: 

   

1.  The seven environmentally sensitive 

areas 

2.  Traffic Patterns on Don Jean Bay 

3.  Permits for organized events and dis-

plays 

4.  Hours when water sports are regulated 

5.  Speed restrictions including days, 

nights, holidays, and weekends 

6.  Enforcement power 

7.  Fines  

 

Town of LaGrange Supervisor Rick Calla-

way Chairs the Town Safety Committee.  If 

you have questions or comments about the 

proposed Boating Ordinance revisions call 

Rick at 262.374.2387 or send him a note at 

P.O. Box 164, Elkhorn, WI 53121.  

 

The 2007 – 2009 LLIA Directory 

 
The new LLIA Directory was initially 

available at the LLIA Annual Meeting 

held at Lutherdale on Saturday, June 

11, 2007.  Over 400 area residents and 

property owners have joined LLIA this 

year and already have their directory. 

 

The good news is that we have more 

directories and of course many more 

Lauderdale Lake area residents and 

property owners that have not yet joined 

LLIA this year. As you visit with your 

friends and neighbors at the Lake show 

them your new directory and encourage 

them to take advantage of the many bene-

fits of joining the LLIA.   

 

Membership applications may be down 

loaded from the LLIA web site, www.llia.

org, and your new directory includes a 

membership application on page 165. Con-

tact your LLIA Area Director or Directory 

coordinator Don Henderson, 742-4970 

with your completed application and check 

made out to LLIA for $35.00 and they will 

arrange to pick up your check, membership 

form, and deliver your directory at the 

same time. 

 

Need an extra directory to keep on your 

boat for quick reference? Contact LLIA 

Treasurer, Herb Sharpless or Directory Co-

ordinator Don Henderson, to purchase an 

extra directory. Extra copies are available 

for just $20.00 for current LLIA members 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2007 
DATE                     EVENT 
9-1                              Pier Survey Target Date 

9-1                              Lake Mgmt. District   

                                   Annual Mtg. 

9-3                              Woody Parade 10:00AM 

11-10                          Nov. Directors Meeting 

                                   2008 
2-9                              Feb. Directors Meeting 
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A working draft of the proposed Lakes 

Boating Ordinance changes will be  

reviewed at the Lauderdale Lakes Lake 

Management District Annual Meeting 

on Saturday, September 1, 2007.  The 

meeting will be held at Lutherdale  

beginning at 10:00 AM.  Mark you 

 calendar!  



FISH COMMITTEE 

 REPORT 

By Greg Schindler &  

Jim Frenchy 
 

The annual Kids Fish Jamboree spon-

sored by the LLIA and LL Yacht Club 

on July 21st was again a 

huge success. The catch and release 

jamboree had 66 kids registered, a rec-

ord for this outing.        

  

At sign up, each was given a special 

embroidered cap courtesy of Randy 

Norris and a mug or Frisbee. Check in 

was at noon and all were given a cer-

tificate of participation and a gift of 

fishing gear. Lunch of hotdog’s, chips 

and pop were served courtesy of Fred 

Tribe and the Landings.  

 

Betsy Ingle of the LL Conservancy set 

up her tent display of local nature 

items and the glass bottom buckets to 

view under water . This was a big hit.  

  

The Fish Committee is still planning 

to stock the lake this year as soon 

as we get the DNR approval of our 

supplier. 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers, commu-

nity support and contributions. Your 

participation made this year a great 

success. Here is a list of some of those 

that helped:  

 

 

 

 

 

NAME Age  NAME Age  NAME Age 

Megan Anderson 8  Jack Hansen 2  Claire Ruggles 11 

Natalie Anderson 8  Luke Hansen 4  Grant Schleich 2 

Drew Bassett 3  Charlie Hart 4  Kate Schleich 6 

Joy Bertagna 7  Haley hart 6  Audrey Schleich 8 

Joey Blum 5  Julia Hart 7  Rachel Scodis 9 

Elise Blum 5  Clare Hill 4  Delaney Shaw 4 

Dominick Blum 7  Jack Hill 9  Adeline Shaw 7 

Lane Busse 6  Michael Hill 10  Isabel Shaw 9 

Nicole Busse 10  Mackenzie Karmen 10  Michael Shaw 10 

Antony Busse 12  Chandler Larson 6  Cory Shaw 13 

Charlotte Calkins 2  Ryan Leonard 5  Ryan Siurek 6 

Isabel Calkins 5  Dave Leonard 7  Tommy Siurek 6 

Gianna Capesius 3  Kaylee Lutz 7  Caitlin Sorensen 4 

Andrew Carzoli 4  Trevor Lutz 11  Keelin Sorensen 4 

Nicolas Carzoli 7  Connor Murray 3  James Walk 11 

Anne Donovan 6  Trevor Murray 6  Jesse Walk 17 

Nuease Donovan 7  Carolyn Niersbach 10  Lauren Wall 6 

Michael Engel 10  Elizabeth Niersbach 10  Jack Wall 8 

Sydney Evans 6  Jake Pedersen 8  Savannah Walsh 2 

Andy Evans 9  Katie Pedersen 10  Connor Walsh 4 

Trey Evans 11  Jack Pike 11  Carter White 2 

Billy Glomski 8  Grant Power 9  Noah White 4 
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Carl Axelson 
Mary Ann Car-
michael 
Betsy Ingle 
Don Jeziorski  
Ron Kilinski 
Mary Ann Nawara 
Randy Norris 
Tom Pelkowski 
Ann Pochowski 
Floyd Pochowski 
Fred Triebe 
LL Yacht Club 



 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

Lauderdale-LaGrange  

Fire Department Topics 

 

Fire Chief Curly Duerst and all the Fire 

Fighters from the Department thank every-

one that came to the Annual Fire Depart-

ment Steak Fry held at The Landing on 

Saturday August 11, 2007.    Chief Duerst 

said “Your support of The Department 

Fund Raising efforts is truly appreciated 

by all the dedicated volunteers”.  The 

money raised will be used as part of a fund 

to purchase a new Ambulance/Rescue 

Truck. The current ambulance is a 1994 

model, and, while it continues to serve 

their needs, it’s beginning to show its age.  

Therefore, their hope is to replace it in 

2009.  Quality ambulances, built to last the 

next fifteen years, are not inexpensive.  A 

new ambulance, equipped to Department 

specifications, will cost about $130,000 in 

2009.   

 

Probably many of you have noted the new 

property address/emergency signs being 

installed throughout the Town by Highway 

Commissioner Pat Hoffman and staff.    

All the new green signs with reflective 

white letters and numbers are much easier 

for the Fire Fighters and EMT to see.  

“This is critically important to locate your 

home in an emergency” said Chief Curly 

Duerst.  Throughout the Town and espe-

cially in the Lauderdale Lake area, the 

many trees, private lanes, closeness of 

homes and narrow driveways make the 

new signs a significant factor in Fire De-

partment rapid response to each call for 

assistance.  

 

All property owners are required to 

have the official Town identification 

number sign as installed by the Town on 

their property.  The official Town sign 

MUST NOT BE RELOCATED by the 

property owner, as it has been strategi-

cally placed by the Town for emergency 

identification.    If you have a question 

regarding the Town property identification 

number or if you do not have one on dis-

play now, please contact Pat Hoffman, 

Highway Department Commissioner at                  

                             262 495 8822.    

 

Every property owner is responsible for 

keeping trees and bushes trimmed back on 

their property to allow Emergency Vehi-

cles entry without damage to the vehicle.  

The Town of LaGrange Highway Depart-

ment trims the trees and bushes along the 

Town roads.  Fire Chief Duerst asks all 

property owners to look at your driveways, 

private lanes, and private roads.  This sum-

mer we have had many warm days and 

generally a lot of rain.  Trees and bushes 

have grown lush, and are limiting the clear 

path in many places.  Please trim your 

trees and bushes back to provide a mini-

mum of 12 feet vertical clearance, and at 

least 12 feet horizontal clearance.  

 

  

Fire Fighters are nearly finished with the 

modifications to the used 1997 truck van 

that will replace the 1979 equipment truck.  

See the pictures of the new equipment 

truck as Fire Fighters Dave and Howard 

Nelson finish interior work. The entire De-

partment is very pleased with the progress 

and expects to have the “new” truck in 

service this fall.  “This accomplishment 

will represent untold volunteer hours and 

will save taxpayers in the Town of La-

Grange many tens of thousands of dollars 

as compared to the cost of having the truck 

modified to our specifications by outside 

contractors” said Chief Duerst.  Purchasing 

a new truck ready to put in service would 

have cost over $200,000.  

Proposed Middle Lake Sensitive Area 3 

Change 

In Town Boating Ordinance 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-

sources has recommended to the Town of 

LaGrange, LLIA, and Lake District that 

the most sensitive area of Bubbling 

Springs in Middle Lake be changed to 

electric trolling motor powered boating 

and/or paddling or rowing a boat only.   As 

we know the entire West end of Middle 

lake is already no wake, and this will con-

tinue. This proposed change will be the 

area north of the boat channel from LL 662 

to LL723.  This area of the lake is very 

shallow and currently no piers or docks are 

permitted by the WDNR.    

               

Proposed Boat Speed Restrictions In 

Town Boating Ordinance 

 

The current Town Ordinance states “no 

person shall operate a motorboat at a speed 

in excess of fifteen miles per hour 

(15MPH) during the hours between sunset 

Friday and 9:00 AM Saturday, sunset Sat-

urday and 9:00 AM Sunday, and sunset on 

the eve of any public holiday and 9:00 AM 

on such holiday.” 

 

The Town Safety Committee will present a 

proposal at the Lake District Annual Meet-

ing on Saturday, September 1, 2007 that 

will include speed limits as shown below 

 

During the hours between sunset each day 

and sunrise Monday thru Thursday, no per-

son shall operate a motor boat in excess of 

ten miles per hour (10 MPH) or the mini-

mum speed for steering control.   

 

During the hours between 

sunset Friday and 9:00 

AM Saturday, and Sunset 

Saturday and 9:00 AM 

Sunday, and from sunset 

on the eve before any pub-

lic holiday until 9:00 AM 

on such holiday, no person 

shall operate a motor boat 

in excess of ten miles per 

hour (10 MPH) or the 

minimum speed for steer-

ing control.   

 

The maximum speed of a 

motor boat on Lauderdale 

Lake shall be limited to 

fifty miles per hour (50 MPH) from sunrise 

to sunset Monday through Friday and from 

nine AM (9:00 AM) to sunset on Saturday, 

Sunday and public Holidays.   
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LAUDERDALE LAKES  

CONSERVANCY 

By Jerry Petersen 

 
There is a serious collaboration effort be-

ing proposed among environmental groups 

active within the watersheds of the Illinois 

Fox and DesPlaines Rivers.  As you may 

know, Lauderdale is part of the headwaters 

of the Illinois Fox River.  The outflow of 

Lauderdale becomes Honey Creek, which 

flows into the Fox in Burlington.  This 

spring, our Conservancy joined a study 

committee attempting to determine what 

level of cooperation would be productive 

in addressing known regional issues.  We 

have also joined Chicago Wilderness, a 

coalition of over 200 member organiza-

tions sharing ideas and cooperating on pro-

jects in southern Wisconsin and northern 

Illinois.   

 

Here at Lauderdale, thanks to Betsy Ingle 

and her family, we were again active sup-

porters of the LLIA Fishing Jamboree.  

Dozens of kids got to see lots of life in the 

lake using our viewing pails.  We are also 

getting prepared to start our first Island 

Woods trail construction.  The trail will 

start at the parking area at the east end of 

Oak Park and wend its way north to a view 

knoll.  We will be using wood chips pro-

vided by the Town of LaGrange.  In fact, 

we have a work day scheduled for Sunday, 

August 12th.  If you read this before then, 

and wish to help, come over with hiking 

shoes and gloves and help us carry the 

chips up to our marked trail location.  We 

are also actively working with the LLIA 

and the Town of LaGrange on redrafting 

the Town’s Water Safety Ordinance.  One 

of the more important elements of the re-

draft is inclusion of DNR’s recommended 

restrictions within our seven Environ-

mental Zones.  The redraft will be summa-

rized at the Lake District Annual Meeting 

on September 1st, and then taken to formal 

hearing by the Town this fall. 

 

It has been rather quiet on the Girl Scout 

Camp front.  If you haven’t written to Girl 

Scouts USA, please do so soon.  Just ask 

that they not allow the sale of our camp 

until the large new merged SE WI Council 

has been formed and their priorities estab-

lished.  Write to Ms. Kathy Cloninger, 

CEO, Girl Scouts USA, 420 Fifth Avenue, 

NY, NY  10018.   

 

We need your financial support.  If you 

haven’t donated yet this year, please do so 

soon using the form below. 

 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Mike Hurlburt & 

Nestor Dyhdalo 

 

There is a narrow strip of water between 

the bog in Don Jean Bay and the shoreline 

between LL307 and LL310, which is too 

narrow for two-way traffic. On the night of 

the Lauderdale Lakes fireworks, I was in 

that area and watched youngsters on a 

PWC tear through the 'narrows' having a 

good time as a boat towing a skier went 

through in the opposite direction. Of 

course there was a pontoon boat in the mix 

trying to stay out of the way. It's absolute 

nonsense to have all types of watercraft 

going both ways in such tight confines, 

especially when some operators are igno-

rant to proper safety practices. Safety is the 

name of the game, and more that just a few 

lake residents feel a one-way counter-

clockwise flow should be established in 

that 195-foot wide stretch of water imme-

diately. 

 Here's an incident that happened a few 

weeks ago on our lake that could have hap-

pened to a good many of us. A family was 

preparing to spend some time on the water. 

The inboard was started, but before leav-

ing, one person had to run back up to the 

house. While the rest waited in the boat 

with the motor idling, carbon monoxide 

fumes from the boat's exhaust quickly 

overcame one youngster who was on the 

swim platform at the rear of the craft. 911 

was called and when the paramedics ar-

rived, the individual was semi-conscious. 

A close call... but something that we can 

learn from. 

After I heard about the above incident, I 

thought back to a time when I was at the 

rear of my pontoon boat, with the outboard 

motor idling, trying to clean out the water 

port where the cooling water is ejected.  

The breeze must have been from the right 

direction to blow the fumes away as I'm 

around to tell the tale. But since I was 

alone, and if the air had been calm, some-

one else might have written this article.  

Requests from Pebble Beach Residents 

 

Like many other lake homeowners, the 

Pebble Beach property owners came to 

Lauderdale Lakes to enjoy the many rec-

reational activities that our lakes have to 

offer. With the increased development 

around our lakes and the boats that have 

come with it, there are more and more 

boats anchoring off the sand bar off of the 

Pebble Beach area.  

 
(Continued on page 6) 5 

            LAUDERDALE LAKES CONSERVANCY 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the Conservancy effort to protect our lakes. All contributions 

are tax deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                           ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution $________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy  

Mail with this form to: 

              LLC 

             P.O. Box 176  

    Elkhorn WI, 53121 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                        __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   
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(Continued from page 5) 

While the lakes are here for all of us to 

share and enjoy, there are several requests 

that the Pebble Beach residents would like 

to highlight for those boaters anchoring off 

of their shores as these issues are quickly 

becoming a problem.  Many boaters bring 

their dogs along but please keep your dogs, 

as wonderful as they are, off of Pebble 

Beach property. If you’re going to be there 

for an extended period, perhaps ‘man’s 

best friend’ is best left at home.  Also be 

aware of where you anchor your boat and 

the placement of other ‘toys’ so as not to 

block access to/from the docks for Pebble 

Beach boaters. Lastly, be aware that you 

are anchored close to various home sites so 

that as the day wears on please keep the 

music volume and other noise down. 

 

With a little help and cooperation, the lakes 

can be a great place for all of us to spend 

quality recreation time. Please extend our 

neighbors at Pebble Beach the same cour-

teous behavior you would expect in front 

of your own lake home. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

HISTORY ARTICLE 

 
SAVING THE GOLF COURSE 

By Jerry Petersen 

 
One of the events I recall best from my 

youth at Lauderdale was helping my dad, 

Waldemar Petersen, and his partners, bring 

the Lauderdale Lakes Country Club back 

from its shuttered status during World War 

II.  My dad was an avid golfer, and during 

the 1930s he had established a pattern of 

bringing groups here from our community 

on the northwest side of Chicago for golf 

outings.  They would golf for a couple of 

days, and then have a banquet in the ratz-

keller of the old White Horse Inn just south 

of Wandawega Road on Highway 12.   

 

In the early 1900s the land surrounding the 

eastern end of what is now Don Jean Bay 

was farmland owned by A. G. McDonald.  

I recall his barn just south of where Planta-

tion Road now intersects Hwy 12.  It faced 

the highway with "McDonald" painted on 

it in large black letters.  He had his primary 

home near the barn and a lake cottage fac-

ing the bay.  He dredged the eastern end of 

the bay in the 30s, and his was the only cot-

tage on the bay until after World War II.  

McDonald had two children, Don and Jean; 

hence the name given to the bay. 

 

In 1925, B.W. Dennison of Chicago pur-

chased the land on the north side of the bay 

from McDonald.  The 1929 LLIA Direc-

tory shows that Dennison also owned land 

on both sides of Hwy 12 NE of the Ster-

lingworth.  Dennison made the golf course 

just before the depression, and E.H. Raven-

scroft purchased it from Dennison in 1936.  

Ravenscroft had a home (now LL-537) on 

Middle Lake just west of the bridge to our 

current Jansky Island.  He was a senior ex-

ecutive of Abbott Laboratories.  I recall his 

wooden inboard named “Raven” that was 

kept in the wet boathouse under his lake 

home.  He also had a farm on Highway 173 

east of Antioch named “Raven Glen.” 

 

As World War II descended with its gas 

rationing, Ravenscroft decided to shutter 

the golf course.  Our family carefully 

dolled out our gas coupons to permit visits 

to Lauderdale, but activity here was cur-

tailed due to the war effort.  My dad, of 

course, missed his golf outings here.  To-

ward the end of World War II, he started 

talking to Ravenscroft about re-opening the 

golf course.  I recall one meeting that I at-

tended.  Ravenscroft was an impressive 

figure; he was very formal, frequently 

wearing a monical.  The meeting ended 

with Ravenscroft telling my dad that if he 

was serious, he should form a group of fis-

cally strong lake property owners willing to 

fund the restoration costs. He would then 

consider renting, and possibly selling, the 

property to them.  That, of course, gave my 

dad a mission. 

 

One of the first persons Dad contacted was 

Chuck Morton.  Morton owned the farm 

called Greenhurst and the attached cottage 

on Green Lake (now LL-11).  He also 

owned Morton Manufacturing Company, 

which made landing mats for the Air Force 

during World War II.  After signing up 

Morton Dad enlisted the support of Clyde 

Leasley of Libertyville.  Leasley’s lake 

home was on Middle Lake (now LL-86).  

He brought not only financial support but 

free trees from his nursery.  These three 

men became the cornerstone of the venture.  

Leasley was President, Morton was Secre-

tary, and Dad was Treasurer.  In winter, 

Dad covered all the bases, since Morton 

and Leasley wintered in Florida.   

 

Others were solicited as shareholders.  

They included: Phil May, Harold Mattes, 

Harold Schmid, Harold Pittman, Kirk and 

Betty Avery, Kenneth Holsman, and Emily 

Morrison.  May was from Rochelle, IL.  

His lake cottage was on Green Lake (now 

LL-838).  My dad referred to him as the 

“Asparagus King” because of the large 

quantities of asparagus he raised.  Harold 

Mattes’s lake home was just across the en-

trance to what is now Sterlingworth Bay 

from ours (now LL-184; ours now being 

LL-116).  He ran Belmont Radio.  Harold 

Schmid’s lake home was on Green Lake, 

just south of the Morton’s (now LL-12).  

Pittman’s lake home is just one more south 

(now LL-13), and Kirk and Betty Avery 

were nearby (now LL-17).  Holsman’s lake 

home was on the island on Mill Lake that 

was recently connected to the main land via 

a bridge.  He was an architect in Chicago.  

Morrison owned Riddiford Island (now 

Jansky Island) on Middle Lake.  I remem-

ber my dad paddling his canoe over to give 

her the pitch. 

 

Ravenscroft was impressed by the group, 

and agreed to rent them the course with an 

option to buy.  My dad, Morton and Lea-

sley worked the hardest to get the course 

open and producing revenue.  Just getting 

the grass cut was a big challenge.  It hadn’t 

been cut for years.  My dad got some local 

farmers to attempt to cut it with their hay 

mowers.  The first two failed upon encoun-

tering the matted dead grass.  Finally, they 

decided to do a burn on the most trouble-

some fairways. Then they activated the 

gang mowers.  That’s where I came in.  

The five gang reel mowers were attached to 

a Toro dump truck (two mowers before the 

rear wheels and three in back) which was 

kept in the garage behind the caretaker’s 

home on Sterlingworth Drive.  I was just 

12 years old.  I worked on the mowers with 

my dad, and once we got them going, I be-

came the sole gang mower operator for the 

first two summers.   

 

After renting for a year, the group was suc-

cessful enough to commit to purchase the 

course.  Ravenscroft sold it to them in De-

cember 1945.  The course flourished 

thanks to Morton, who loved to sit at the 

clubhouse counter and visit with golfers 

passing through.  Ms. Frieda Jones was 

employed to work the counter with Morton 

during busy hours, and to take over when 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

he wasn’t there.  There weren’t many hours 

when he was absent. 

 

By 1950 the group realized the clubhouse 

was cramped and need expansion.  

Holsman offered to design the plans for an 

addition to the west, which created an open 

space with a fireplace.  This area, com-

pleted in 1951, is now used for an ex-

panded counter and for catered meal func-

tions.  In the mid 60s the Dunbar home on 

Sterlingworth Drive just north of the care-

taker’s home came on the market.  The cor-

poration decided to buy it and tear the 

house down. This gave the course all the 

land at the southwest corner of Country 

Club and Sterlingworth Drives, eventually 

providing the space for our Lake District to 

build its new maintenance building in 

2006. 

 

Another innovation was introduced in the 

1950s.  A periscope was installed at the 

first tee, so that golfers ready to “tee off” 

could see if the space in front of the green 

was clear.  The height of the golf season 

was a “blind boogie” tournament.  In those 

days it was for men only.  Morton and 

Jones not only ran the golf business (e.g., 

keeping the golf carts recharged, collecting 

fees and scheduling tee times), but made 

hot dogs and their famous “black cows.”  

 I occasionally worked the counter and 

kept the tradition going by making “black 

cows" with at least twice the quantity of ice 

cream normally used. 

 

Upon Morton’s death in 1972 Paul 

Schmidt, Harold Pittman’s son-in-law, was 

appointed Secretary.  My dad tried to con-

vince the Board to seek new stockholders, 

but they voted to sell to Danny Seymour, 

who owned the Sterlingworth.  The argu-

ment was made that they could use the 

Sterlingworth’s liquor license to make 

money on beer and liquor sales.  New 

blood hadn’t been brought on board to 

counter these arguments, and the course 

was sold.  It was during the years of Ster-

lingworth ownership (1973 to 1983) that 

the zoning of the course was changed to 

permit multi-family condo development  

– a sad occurrence.    

 

Fortunately, in 1983 another local group 

led by Dennis Petersen (no relation to me) 

formed to try to keep the course running.  

Dennis had a lake home on Middle Lake 

across from the Landings (now LL-559C).  

I was a junior member of this group for a 

year; however, I dropped out, believing 

they would not be able to cover their debt 

load without more volunteer support.  This 

turned out to be true, and this group listed 

the property for sale in the spring of 1996.   

 

At this time, I was Chairman of our new 

Lake District.  I discussed the situation 

with our Lake District Board, and we de-

cided to make an offer at the listing price 

of $1.2 million.  The realtor agreed to hold 

the property for us until our Annual Meet-

ing that Labor Day weekend.  We retained 

golf course consultants qualified to advise 

the community as to the viability of run-

ning the course as a Municipal Course, and 

we presented this information to our lake 

community via newsletters.  On August 31, 

1996, our Lake District voted overwhelm-

ingly to acquire the course and to provide a 

subsidy of $60,000 a year to make im-

provements.  Time has shown that this was 

a wise and wonderful investment for the 

community.   

 

After the Lake District acquisition, two 

important land purchases were made.  The 

first was the wetlands along the north shore 

of Don Jean Bay.  During Dennison’s own-

ership in the 1920s the course probably had 

frontage on the marsh that later became 

Don Jean Bay.  However, when McDonald 

dredged the eastern end of the marsh, most 

of the dredge spoils were placed along the 

southern edge of the golf course’s fourth 

fairway.  McDonald then apparently 

claimed ownership of the wetlands he cre-

ated.  Some eighty years later, when Mr. 

Biagi bought McDonald’s shoreland 

around the eastern end of the bay for devel-

opment, he obtained title to the wetlands.  

Initially, Biagi proposed the construction 

of homes supported by pilings on the wet-

land.  However, after diligent challenges 

by the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement As-

sociation, the Army Corp of Engineers, and 

the DNR, Walworth County ruled that this 

was illegal.  Hence, after considerable ne-

gotiation, Biagi accepted an offer from the 

District to acquire the wetlands in 2000.  

This acquisition provided both important 

environmental protection for our lakes, and 

dockage for our weed harvesting equip-

ment and our water safety patrol boat. 

 

The second purchase was the reacquisition 

of the original caretaker’s home, which had 

been sold in the 1980s.  Our Lake District 

felt that regaining ownership of all the land 

at the southwest corner of Sterlingworth 

Drive and Country Club was essential to 

providing options for future growth (e.g., 

for a new clubhouse).  The District pur-

chased the home in 2001. 

 

Since acquisition of the golf course, the 

Lake District has had most of the property 

re-zoned to Park (except for the clubhouse 

area, which retains its Business zoning) to 

assure its long-term protection from devel-

opment.   

 

We owe many thanks to my dad and his 

group (especially to Chuck Morton) and to 

Dennis Petersen and his group. Without 

their efforts to keep the golf course from 

development until our Lake District was 

able to acquire the property, this open 

space would have been lost forever. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

Vintage art signs are being offered for sale 

on the LLIA web site.  Images can be 

viewed under a new tab that has been 

added to the home page. There is an order 

form with instructions and prices that can 

be printed if you would like to make a pur-

chase. 

 

The Topics tab has some new articles con-

cerning Take a look. The pier survey re-

quest is coming due Sept.1st  so to see all 

of this information look at the topics tab. 

   

As a reminder if you are having trouble 

viewing information under any of the tabs 

you need to turn off any pop up blockers, 

or set to allow pop ups in LLIA. 

 

As always I would like to ask  anyone who 

has articles , pictures,  questions or  ideas  

to please  submit them so that we can 

continue to build on this web site. 

 

Visit our web site at WW.LLIA.ORG.  I 

can be emailed at: jantonicic@hotmail.com 

or telephone 630-964-0393. 
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PLANT A RAIN GARDEN – 

 REDUCE STORM WATER-  

PROTECT THE LAKE 

By Audrey Green 

 
A pollutant is a substance that, once it gets into 

the environment, tends to elevate the “natural” 

level of that substance.  In many cases, there 

may not be any natural amount of the substance 

in the first place.  Of most concern, are the pol-

lutants that get into the water from both rural 

and urban activities.  We generally think of two 

sources of pollution, point source and non-

point source pollution. Point source is pollution 

carried from a single, known source, usually 

through a pipe, ditch or some other defined 

conduit. Non-point source is pollution from 

many, unknown sources, carried by rainfall and 

snowmelt, also known as storm water run-off.  

Historically, agricultural lands were considered 

the worst sources of pollution, however, recent 

studies have shown that urban storm water run-

off is often more polluted and more toxic than 

agricultural run-off. Typical storm water pollut-

ants include: 

 

• Metals (copper, lead, zinc, cadmium etc) 

• Sediment (wind and water erosion of 

soils) 

 

 

 

• Petroleum hydrocarbons (gas, oil) 

• Pathogens (fecal coliform, E.coli) 

• Nutrients (phosphorus, nitrogen) 

• Pesticides (herbicides, insecticides, 

fungicides etc) 

 

An impervious surface is any area that does not 

allow rain and snowmelt to infiltrate the soil.  

This can be roofs, sidewalks, driveways, park-

ing lots and even compacted soils.  As our 

population has increased, so has the amount of 

impervious surfaces.  The increase in the 

amount of impervious surfaces has increased 

the amount and velocity of storm water run-off 

and the amount of pollutants it carries.  As we 

all know, unchecked storm water run-off will 

flow through the watershed until it reaches the 

lake. 

 

Since we can not tear down our houses or re-

move roads in order to remove existing imper-

vious surfaces, and it is very likely that new 

homes will continue to be built, we need con-

sider best management practices that will help 

reduce the amount of storm water run-off and 

reduce the impact of storm water run-off.  Rain 

gardens are one of those best management 

practices that is gaining more popularity in the 

landscape. 

 

A rain garden is an attractive native garden, 

with a slight depression in the center.  Rain 

gardens are designed to receive storm water, 

which is then slowly infiltrated into the soil. 

Infiltration of storm water helps  

recharge groundwater and many of the pollut-

ants are captured and retained. 

Rain gardens can be designed and placed so 

that they capture rain and snowmelt 

from just the roof or from the roof and sections 

of lawn. They are also being used 

more often to receive storm water from streets 

and parking lots.   

 

Several design resources are available, such as 

Rain Garden:  

A How To Manual, which can be found at 

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/pdf/GWQ037.

pdf.  There are many landscaping 

companies that offer rain garden installation, 

however, it is entirely possible for  

homeowners, school groups, garden clubs 

and others to successfully plan and  

install a rain garden.  Of course, before 

beginning any landscaping project, check 

with your County Zoning Officer and 

Town Building Inspector for any required 

permits. For additional design and native 

plant resources please feel free to contact 

Audrey Greene, Lake Specialist, Walworth 

County Land Use and Resource Manage-

ment Department at (262) 741-7902. 

 

Shorelines 
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