
       MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbor; 

 

Welcome to the summer and a great 

boating season with family and friends.  

 

Again, the Shorelines filled to the brim 

with a great deal of information.  

 

We are very proud that we as a community 

partnership; Town of LaGrange, 

Lauderdale Lakes Management District, 

Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy and the 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 

Association have received the “Wisconsin 

Lakes Stewardship Award in the Group 

Category”. See Jerry Petersen’s article and 

look on our web site for further details. 

 

You ask what is happening in our 

community concerning the Girl Scout 

Camp. Instead of me repeating the status 

take a look at the Town Planning & 

Zoning article by Don Henderson and 

Jerry Petersen’s. article. 

 

 

By the time you receive this Shorelines, the 

Lake Patrol will be on the water and soon 

there after their new boat will be cruising 

around. Please note Nestor’s and Mike’s 

concerns about “Loud Audio Noise‘ 

 

Yes the Fish Committee is very active this 

year and is preparing for another record 

crowd for our “Kids Fish Jamboree” on 

July 21st. 

 

Pete Spaulding is doing a fine job since 

taking over the water quality monitoring 

duties for the Association. Read his article 

and note our enhanced relationship with the 

DNR and the expanded water quality 

monitoring program planned for this 

summer. We should be very proud that we 

have such a high quality lake in our back 

yard. We all need to take special effort to 

keep it that way for our children and 

grandchildren. 

 

Don Henderson has a number of articles 

about a variety of topics affecting our 

community. Take a look. 

 

Yes, we do have an article on the 

Sterlingworth. Read about the history of 

the area. 

 

I need to notify you that at our annual 

membership meeting on June 9th at 

Lutherdale Bible Camp at 9:30 AM we 

will be asking our members to approve 

some minor changes to the Bylaws and 

Articles of Incorporation. Note those 

recommended changes  below and come 

and vote. Also, we have planned something 

different this year. A FREE breakfast treat 

social instead of lunch.  

 

 

Bud Vance  
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RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE LAU-

DERDALE LAKES IMPROVEMENT ASSO-

CIATION BYLAWS & ARTICLE OF INCOR-

PORATION OF JUNE 2003 

 

BYLAWS 

 

Article XIII – Duties of Officers 

Section 4: The Duties of the Treasurer shall be: 

From: 

c) Issue all checks. Checks exceeding $200.00 re-

quire the approval of the Treasurer and President. 

Issue checks Payable to the Order of the Treasurer 

require Presidential co-signature. 

To: 

c) Issue all checks. Checks exceeding $500.00 re-

quire the approval of the Treasurer and President 

via check co-sign or authorization vehicle such as 

email, signed authorization form sent by mail, email 

or fax.  Issued checks Payable to the Order of the 

Treasurer require Presidential co-signature. 

 

ARTICLE OF INCORPORATION 

Article V  

From: 

The name of the present registered agent shall be 

Patrick J. Hudec. 

To: 
The name of the present registered agent shall be 

the residing President. 

Article VI 

From: 

The address of the present registered agent is 2100 

Church Street, East Troy, Wisconsin 53120. 

To: 

The address of the present registered agent is P.O. 



TOWN PLANNING AND ZONING 

By Don Henderson 

 

The Town Board Meeting on March 12, 

2007 held a public hearing regarding the 

potential to request rezoning several differ-

ent privately owned land parcels that have 

been traditionally agricultural use land 

from C-2 to A-1 or A-2.   

Approximately 90 acres of land 

within the current Girl Scout 

Camp that has been used as  

agricultural farm land was in-

cluded.  After considerable dis-

cussion, the Town Board voted to 

petition Walworth County to 

change the zoning on all the iden-

tified land parcels. The Walworth 

County Land Use and Management Depart-

ment will schedule a public hearing on this 

subject in May 2007.  

 

Plan and Zoning Commission Chair, Super-

visor Mark Bromley, is the Town represen-

tative for the joint County /Town Smart 

Growth study. Mark and/or Alternate Rep-

resentative Supervisor Jeff Schramm attend 

the Smart Growth Technical Advisory 

meetings. These meetings have representa-

tives from the county and 11 of the 16 

townships in the county. Mark and Jeff  

believe good progress is being achieved.  

Four of the twelve chapters in the planning 

document have been completed. Chapter 

five will be reviewed at the May 2, 2007 

meeting.   

 

Two interesting topics presented at the 

March meeting were ground water levels 

and potential purchase or trading of land 

development rights. A report by the State 

of Wisconsin Groundwater Advisory Com-

mittee was presented that shows the ground 

water level had decreased by more than 

150 feet in several Walworth County 

Townships. A brief report on the purchase 

of land development rights by communities 

or allowing private developers to purchase 

and trade development rights from farmers 

to preserve agricultural land was presented.  

This type of action is being used in two 

different Wisconsin counties and several 

Eastern States. It is planned to have the 

entire Smart Growth Planning Document 

completed within a year. State of Wiscon-

sin requires this work to be complete by 

January 1, 2010. Interested members of the 

public are welcome to attend the meetings, 

and can review meeting agendas, 

meeting minutes and proposed chap-

ters on-line at the SEWRPC Web site. 

http://www.sewrpc.org/smartgrowth/

walworthcounty/ 

 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Mike Hurlburt & 

Nestor Dyhdalo 

 

As we are all looking forward to the up-

coming boating season, your water patrol is 

getting ready as well. The patrol has pur-

chased a new Crestliner boat for the up-

coming season.  We expect it to be in the 

water in late May or early June.  This will 

be the new work horse for the department; 

the boat it replaces will eventually play a 

secondary role in patrolling our lakes. The 

third boat (on loan from the Town of La 

Grange) will be placed on Pleasant Lake.  

It’s size make it a better candidate for that 

operation and a boat on that lake will make 

the job of patrolling Pleasant Lake much 

easier for the department. A welcome re-

turn to our lakes will be the wave runner 

which we get to use on consignment basis 

as part of an industry program. 

 

We also, continue to make staffing 

changes. We bid a warm farewell to Officer 

Kim Simmert who is leaving our patrol this 

year. We have had hired two new Wiscon-

sin officers, Patrick Kahabka and Ryan 

Bush.  Welcome aboard! We are very 

pleased that the remainder of the team is 

returning this year as we benefit from their 

experience on our lakes; with the addition 

of the two new officers, our roster stands at 

fourteen officers. Given the part-time na-

ture of the job, this roster gives us the 

needed flexibility to schedule coverage not 

only on weekends but throughout the week 

as well. 

 

Also, as a reminder the Wisconsin Legisla-

ture recently passed a mandatory Boating 

Education bill. This bill requires anyone 

born on or after Jan 1, 1989 and at least 16 

years of age to have a boating safety educa-

tion certificate to operate a motorboat on 

Wisconsin’s waterways. Our patrol is offer-

ing a second boating safety class the week-

end of June 9-10 so call (262) 882-2030 to 

pre-register. 

 

Boating Safety Course 2007 

8:30 AM – June 9 & 10 at LaGrange 

Town hall 

N7899 County Road H (intersection of H 

and Territorial Rd.) 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

 

Before the start of National Safe Boating 

Week, the Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol 

will present a 2-day Wisconsin DNR boat-

ing safety course. This course is open to 

adults and to children, 10 years and older.  

A parent must accompany their child to 

course registration which will precede the 

class on the first day, Saturday, June 9th 

from 8:30 to 9:00 AM. The course registra-

tion fee of $10 will be collected at that 

time. 

 

The formal class will start at 9:00 AM both 

days. Class will run until 4:00 PM on Sat-

urday (lunch will not be provided so be 

sure to bring a sack lunch; water and 

soda will be provided) and until approxi-

mately 1:00 PM on Sunday, June 10. Suc-

cessful completion of a DNR boating safety 

course is required for anyone under the age 

of 16 who wishes to operate personal wa-

tercraft (jetskis, waverunners, etc.) or who 

wishes to operate conventional powerboats 

without an adult aboard.  

 

This is the 2nd of two courses offered this 

year by the Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol.  

Pre-registration or information can be ob-

tained by calling 262-882-2030. Class size 

will be limited to approximately 25 stu-

dents.  

 

(Continued on page 3) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2007 
DATE                     EVENT 
5-19                            “Native Plant Fair” 

5-27                            Sailing Club Brunch 

6—9                            LLIA Annual              

                                   Membership Mtg. 

6-9 & 6-10                  Boating Safety Class  

6-30                            “Cal & Pump”  CPR   

                                   Class  

7-21                            Kids Fish Jamboree 

7-28                            WCLA “Day on the  

                                   Lake” 

8-4                              Fish Committee Meeting 

8-11                            Fire Dept Steak Fry 

9-1                              Pier Survey target date 
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Water Patrol 2007 
 Loud Audio Systems on Boats 

 
If you’re a boat owner who has one of 

those high-end audio systems installed on 

your boat, I hope you’re reading this arti-

cle. These latest audio systems can really 

be cranked up from a volume standpoint 

and while they are cool for the boater, 

they have led to complaints from home 

owners around the lakes.  
 
Rather than go down the path of develop-

ing an ordinance, investing in noise meas-

urement equipment, establishing the legal 

process etc etc, it would be easier (and 

less painful) if everyone with these types of 

audio systems would just dial down the 

volume in consideration of other boats and 

homes around you.   
 
We are a relatively small lake with homes 

in close proximity to where folks are en-

joying the lake on their boats; the music 

and noise coming from boats is very no-

ticeable. It is especially bothersome when 

the  boats with the blaring music make con-

tinuous passes in the same area on the lake. 

We addressed the problem of noisy boats 

some years back with noise abatement en-

forcement and now we’d like to address the 

loud music side of the issue but not in a 

legalist way but rather in a boater-

cooperative / boater-voluntary manner. We 

ask that you please  

dial-down the volume of your audio sys-

tems. 
 
We thank boaters for their understanding, 

support and cooperation with this educa-

tional initiative to address the loud music 

situation on our lakes. 

 

Enjoying boating on our lakes should not 

be to the detriment of someone else. Let’s 

keep it fun and enjoyable for everyone and 

again please dial down the volume of your 

music. 

    

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

CONSERVANCY 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

It’s great to already have a few boat rides 

under my belt for 2007.  If you haven’t had 

yours yet, I hope you will soon. 
 
Our Lakes Partnership (Conservancy, As-

sociation, Town and District) was honored 

on April 27th at the Lakes Convention in 

Green Bay by being selected as The Out-

standing Lake Organization in Wiscon-

sin for 2007.  As pictured below, Floyd 

Pochowski, Rick Callaway and Nestor 

Dyhdalo joined me in accepting this award. 

The Lakes Convention has become the 

largest gathering of lakes environmental 

supporters in the nation.  It is sponsored by 

the DNR, the University of Wisconsin Ex-

tension, and the Wisconsin Association of 

Lakes (which includes both Associations 

and Lake Districts).  We were collectively 

nominated by Heidi Bunk of DNR for our 

effective cooperation on lake protection 

matters.   
 
Recently, our cooperative efforts have re-

sulted in getting the second developer to 

withdraw his proposal to subdivide our 

Singing Hills Girl Scout property.  He 

wanted to divide the camp into twelve lots 

(mostly on the lake shore within the Pri-

mary Environmental Corridor).  He was 

claiming he wasn’t creating a subdivision 

and, hence, wasn’t subject to any of the 

rules for subdivisions, which in LaGrange, 

must be Conservation Subdivisions. The 

Conservancy’s counsel, Ward Phillips, de-

fended the statutory rules.  Both the Town 

and County rules state that the division of 

any land parcel into five or more new par-

cels within a five year period is a subdivi-

sion.  Of course, the developer’s attorney 

claimed the opposite.  Fortunately, the 

Town Counsel wrote a legal opinion agree-

ing with Ward Phillips’s legal brief. The 

developers then promptly withdrew their 

application.  Meanwhile, the Town has re-

quested the County re-zone the northern 

half of the Camp from C-2 (developable 

land) into Prime Agricultural A-1 (which is 

not developable). This will be considered 

by the County Zoning Agency later this 

month.  The land in question has been 

tilled farm land for well over 75 years, and 

was inconsistently zoned C-2 in the 1970’s 

to permit the Girl Scouts to use it for 

camping. It is one of five related re-zones 

submitted by the Town to the County as 

part of the current state-wide Smart Growth 

long range planning process. 
 
What’s very unfortunate is all this is hap-

pening while the Singing Hills owners, the 

Girl Scouts of Racine County, are under 

order by the Girl Scouts USA to merge into 

a greater Milwaukee area counsel. In the 

process they are strongly encouraged not to 

sell assets. I have written two letters to the 

head of Girl Scouts USA in New York 

without getting any promises in return. I 

encourage each of you to do the same. 

Numbers do matter!  Please write to: 
 

Ms. Kathy Cloninger,  

CEO, Girl Scouts USA,  

420 Fifth Avenue,  

New York, NY    
 
Ask her to strongly encourage the Girl 

Scouts of Racine County not sell the camp 

until the merger has taken place and the 

new larger counsel can determine their col-

lective camping needs. Once they have 

ranked all their camping lands, I think they 

will want to keep Camp Singing Hills. 

Now is an opportune time to write, since 

no development plans are currently on file 

with either the Town or County. 
 
The Conservancy was encouraged by the 

national conservancy oversight organiza-

tion, The Land Trust Alliance, to join the 

Chicago Wilderness group.  Chicago Wil-

derness is an umbrella organization reach-

ing out to conservancies and land trusts 

that serve the watersheds of the 

Fox and DesPlaines rivers in NE 

(Continued on page 4) 

(Continued from page 2) 

To reserve a seat for the June class, 

please call the above number by June 1st 

to pre-register...  If leaving a message at 

the pre-registration number, please pro-

vide the name(s) and correct spelling 

of the student(s) name, date of birth(s) 

and a telephone contact number.  

 

On the day of the class, wear comfortable 

clothes, bring paper and pencils, and 

don’t forget that lunch.  

 

Anyone interested in these workshops but 

unable to attend these sessions may call 

1-800-336-BOAT or check the Wiscon-

sin DNR web site at www.dnr.state.wi.us   

for the availability of other courses. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Illinois.  As you may know, Lauderdale is 

the headwaters of the Honey Creek which 

flows into the Fox in Burlington.  We have 

joined this group, and will be cooperating 

on some regional conservation matters in 

the future. 

 

We need your continued financial support.  

If you haven’t made a donation in 2007, 

please do so soon using the enclosed form. 

 

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Greg Schindler &  

Jim Frenchy 

Our fishing season this year opened on 

May 5th for bass and northern. The size 

limit remains at 14" and 26”, the same as 

last year. Some of our stocked bass may be 

approaching these limits. Practice catch 

and release if you happen to hook onto 

undersize fish. Motor trolling is still per-

mitted on our lakes this year. 

 

We are awaiting our permits for our stock-

ing this year. We will again be stocking 

smallmouth bass. There has been a 

fish virus in some areas and our supplier 

needs an inspection before our delivery in 

late September. 

 

The Carp-O- Rama this year has been ex-

tended from Memorial Day thru Labor 

Day. Rules and prize information are avail-

able at the Sugar Creek Bait Shop. Fish 

can be taken by hook or bow or any legal 

means. Register your catch at the bait shop 

and dispose of them properly away from 

the bait shop.  

 

Free fishing weekend this year is June 1st 

and 2nd. No license is required to fish 

Wisconsin waters so give it a try you might 

get hooked. 

 

The Kids Fish Jamboree will be July 21st at 

the Landings from 8 AM to noon. This is a 

catch and release jamboree for all Lauder-

dale Lakes Improvement Association, 

Yacht Club and LaGrange Fire Dept. 

members and their families. The age is re-

stricted to 16 years and under. The regis-

tration fee is $4.00. All fishing participants 

should register after 8 AM and check in 

at noon. All young participants will be 

given a sandwich, soda and chips. Prizes 

will be given to all who register. Through 

the generosity of many, we have great gifts 

this year for all who 

attend. Bring a can or package of pet food 

to be donated to the Elkhorn Animal  

Shelter. 

 

Thanks to the volunteer efforts of  LL 

Conservancy’s Betsy Engle, we plan to 

again have the glass bottom buckets to 

view under water life. This was a big hit 

last year. 

 

The next Fish Committee Meeting will be 

August 4th at 10 AM at the Sterlingworth. 

All are welcome.  

 

 1ST QTR 2007  

WATER QUALITY REPORT 

By  Pete Spaulding 
 

The ice finally went out in Mill Lake and 

Don Jean Bay on March 23rd.  Middle 

Lake was open on the 24th and over night 

Green Lake’s ice sank to complete the an-

nual process on the 25th.  For comparison, 

the ice went out last year on March 20th.  

The earliest since 1940 was February 26th 

in 1998 and the latest was April 17th in 

1960.  

 

With the ice gone we were able to take our 

initial reading.  It is important to get these 

reading as soon as the ice goes out.  With 

the help of Andrew Hudak of the Wiscon-

sin DNR, Bud Vance, Charlie Lawrence 

and I preformed the first testing of the 

2007 season.  This year we have joined the 

WDNR’s “WISCONSIN CITIZEN LAKE 

MONITORING PROGRAM”. In this pro-

gram we will be testing phosphorus levels 

four times a season and chlorophyll three 

times, in addition to the normal Secchi 

(clarity depth) every two weeks. We also 

will be doing temperature profiling at three 

depths  five times a year.   

 

As part of this WDNR program, we will be 

sending our samples to the WDNR’s lab 

for analysis. All of the data collected will 

be entered into an on line WDNR database 

that will allow us to track trends and com-

pare our lake with other lakes in Wiscon-

sin.   

 

In the future we plan to start a D. O. 

(dissolved oxygen) profile program.  This 

will require purchasing a  

(Continued on page 5) 4 

            LAUDERDALE LAKES CONSERVANCY 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the Conservancy effort to protect our lakes. All contributions 

are tax deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                            ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution 

$________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy  

Mail with this form to: 

              LLC 

             P.O. Box 176  

    Elkhorn WI, 53121 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                        __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                    __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                       __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   

   4 
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specialized piece of test equipment.  We 

are working with the WDNR to obtain this 

equipment.   

 

The depth of clarity readings taken year 

over year are: 

 

Lake                     4/27/06            4/19/07

                              

Mill                      11.5 ft                19.0 ft 

Middle                 21.0                    27.0 

Green                   22.0                    27.0 

 

This shows an improvement over last year, 

but it is still too early in the season to draw 

any conclusions. 

 

Remember to use only Phosphorus free 

fertilizer on you lawns.  It can be pur-

chased at the Lauderdale Country Club and 

at most of the home centers in the area. 

Phosphorus promotes aquatic plant growth 

such as algae and weeds that can damage 

our lakes. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
 

LaGrange Town Board Election 

  
The April 3, 2002 Town Board election 

results are: Don Sukala reelected Second 

Side Supervisor and Rick Callaway elected 

Third Side Supervisor.  The Board has se-

lected Rick Callaway to Chair the Safety 

Committee and represent the Town on the 

Lauderdale Lakes Lake Management Dis-

trict Board and Pleasant Lake District 

Board.  Don Sukala will continue as Chair 

of the Building and Roads Committee. Su-

pervisor Mark Bromley will continue as 

Chair of Planning and Zoning and Supervi-

sor Jeff Schramm will continue to chair the 

Communications Committee and serve as a 

member of the Planning and Zoning Com-

mittee. Mark and Jeff will also be the 

Town representatives to the Walworth 

County Smart Growth study. Town Chair-

man Frank Taylor is the Chair of the Per-

sonnel and Finance Committee.   

 

New Public Boat Launch Fee 

 

The Town of LaGrange Board approved a 

user fee for the public boat launches at the 

recommendation of the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources. This new user 

fee ordinance received final approval at the 

April 2007 Town Board Meeting.  All fees 

collected are to be used by the Town for 

lake management purposes.   

 

The ordinance states that every boat ramp 

user must pay a $3.00 daily fee prior to 

launching a water craft. This includes all 

residents and property owners in the Lau-

derdale Lakes Lake Management District, 

The Town of LaGrange, and The Town of 

Sugar Creek as well as boaters from all 

other areas. Boat ramp users are being 

asked to fill out a small envelope form 

with their name, address and vehicle li-

cense plate number. Then you put the 

$3.00 payment in the envelope and tear off 

your receipt.  Put the envelope in the pay-

ment box at the respective launch and the 

receipt on the dash of your automobile or 

truck.      

 

An annual “Boat Launch User Pass” may 

be purchased for a $20.00 fee. The per sea-

son fee entitles the user to unlimited 

launches from January 1st to December 

31st each year.  These must be purchased 

from the LaGrange Town Clerk, Crystal 

Hoffman, as all Boat Launch ramps for 

Lauderdale and Pleasant Lake are in The 

Town of LaGrange. Purchase the annual 

pass at the Town Hall in person, or by mail 

by sending a check or money order to the 

Town of LaGrange Clerk, P.O. Box 359, 

Whitewater, WI 53190. Frequent users of 

the Public Boat Launch Ramps will find 

this annual fee much more cost effective.   

 

Payment collection boxes are being in-

stalled at each ramp and envelopes will be 

in place for boaters to use as soon as the 

boxes are installed.   

 

The Lauderdale Law Enforcement Water 

Patrol Officers and The Walworth County 

Sheriffs Department will monitor the pay-

ment and check vehicles for a receipt and 

they will issue citations. Citations will be-

gin at $25.00 per day, and each day a vio-

lation takes place will be a separate viola-

tion.    

 

This ordinance also includes the statement 

regarding overnight tie up. No person, firm 

or association shall tie a watercraft to a 

launch ramp owned by the Town of La-

Grange at any time from 11 PM to 5 AM 

the following day. This shall not apply to 

the Town of LaGrange, The Fire Depart-

ment or the Lauderdale Lakes Lake Man-

agement District.      

 

New Property Address/Emergency 

Signs 

 
The new property address/emergency signs 

are being installed throughout the Town by 

Highway Commissioner Pat Hoffman and 

staff. The new green signs with reflective 

white letters and numbers are much easier 

for the Fire Fighters and EMT to see. 

“This is critically important to locate your 

home in an emergency” said Chief Curly 

Durest. The Town is installing the property 

signs in the correct location for emergency 

identification and will remove the old 

signs. Diggers Hotline will flag and mark 

each person’s property to assure the instal-

lation of the sign post does not hit a gas 

line or buried cable.  Please do not remove 

these markers once they have been 

placed until after the sign has been in-

stalled.  New sign installation will con-

tinue throughout 2007.    

 

Most property owners also use the as-

signed Town number on their mail box 

as it serves as a mailing address, and 

some have the same number displayed 

on their home or garage. This is fine, 

but all property owners are required 

to have the official Town identifica-

tion number sign as installed by the 

Town on their property. The official 

Town sign MUST NOT BE RELO-

CATED by the property owner, as it has 

been strategically placed by the Town 

for emergency identification.  If you 

have a question regarding the Town prop-

erty identification number or if you do not 

have one on display now, please contact 

Pat Hoffman, Highway Department Com-

missioner at 262-495-8822.   

 
(Continued on page 6) 5 

All property owners are required 

to have the official Town identifi-

cation number sign as installed by 

the Town on their property. The 

official Town sign MUST NOT 

BE RELOCATED by the prop-

erty owner, as it has been strate-

gically placed by the Town for 

emergency identification.   



(Continued from page 5) 

Town Of LaGrange Lauderdale Lake 

Pier Survey 

 

The Town Board approved a plan at their 

July 2006 meeting to survey all lake prop-

erty to create a record of the piers, boat 

lifts, and mooring facilities for each lake 

front property. The survey form was pre-

pared by the Town Building Inspector. It 

was mailed to property owners with the 

December 2006 tax mailing. Property own-

ers should complete the survey and return 

it to the Town. The survey must be com-

pleted and returned by September 1, 

2007 and this will become the file of rec-

ord.  It will be referenced as future pier 

building permits are requested. Property 

owners that do not return the survey will 

not be able to make changes unless their 

existing pier is under full compliance of the 

Ordinance. 

 

Town rules about Lauderdale Lakes Piers 

are as follows. It defines the size of piers, 

how close to the property line the pier may 

be placed, and how many mooring facilities 

per property. Currently a pier with suffi-

cient size to moor two boats counts as two 

mooring facilities. A boat lift is a mooring 

facility.  A mooring buoy is also a mooring 

facility.  The ordinance also states that 

Piers should be no wider than 5 feet, and 

constructed in a manner to allow free water 

flow underneath all parts of the pier.  No 

more than one mooring structure is permit-

ted for each 22 feet of shoreline owned by 

the riparian owner.  Piers or mooring facil-

ity shall not be placed closer than 8 feet to 

a lot line.  In addition no more than five 

mooring facilities are allowed per lot even 

if it is a very wide lot.  

 

All property owners are encouraged to 

complete the Town survey. If you mis-

placed the survey please contact the Town 

Clerk to obtain another copy.  It will be to 

your advantage to complete the survey and 

mail it back to the Town to assure your ex-

isting piers, shore stations, etc are recorded 

in the Town data file for future reference.    

 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department 

 

Fire Department members are continuing 

modifications to the used 1997 Truck Van 

that will replace our 1979 equipment truck.  

They are very pleased with the prog-

ress and expect to have the “new” 

truck in service within the next several 

months.  This accomplishment will repre-

sent untold volunteer hours and will save 

taxpayers in the Town of LaGrange many 

tens of thousands of dollars as compared to 

the cost of having the truck modified to our 

specifications by outside contractors. 

 

Firefighters are also excited at the prospect 

of acquiring two new pieces of equipment 

during the year.  The Department recently 

received notification that it has been 

awarded a federal grant that will cover 

most of the cost of new extrication equip-

ment (“jaws of life”).  Our current tools are 

nearly 25 years old and are nearing the end 

of their useful life.  Extrication equipment 

now on the market is lighter, more power-

ful and more reliable.  These important res-

cue tools will be ordered and placed in 

service within the next few months. 

 

In addition, the department is developing 

specifications for a new 3,000-gallon 

tanker truck.  The oldest tanker is a 1973 

model that needs to be replaced.  They plan 

to purchase a new 3000 gallon tanker 

truck, and have it in service not later than 

2008.  The Town of LaGrange is funding 

the purchase of this vehicle, but the ex-

pense has been worked into the Town’s 

annual budget in such a way that it is not 

expected to increase the tax levy. 

 

The Fire Department Rescue Squad contin-

ues to be excited about the Call and Pump 

pilot project in Walworth and Rock coun-

ties that they have emphasized during the 

past couple of years.  Recently published 

data indicate that survival rates from wit-

nessed sudden cardiac arrests in the two-

county area increased from an average of 

18% during the three years prior to imple-

mentation of Call and Pump to 54% after 

implementation.  Survival from all cardiac 

arrests, witnessed and un-witnessed, 

showed a similar threefold increase from 

4% to 14%.  They  are proud and fortunate 

to be a part of the Call and Pump pilot, but 

one crucial element in continuing (and im-

proving upon) its success is to increase the 

number of trained lay rescuers who can 

begin rescue efforts until emergency re-

sponders arrive. 

 

Call and Pump is easy and effective! Yet 

the training takes less than one hour!             

      Mark your calendar now for 

              Saturday, June 30th  

when members of the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department will once again 

be offering Call and Pump training at the 

Lauderdale/ LaGrange Fire House located 

on Hwy 12 and Hwy H. Classes will begin 

every half-hour from 8:00 a.m. through 

11:30 a.m. Please plan to attend.  It’s one 

of the best, yet simplest, things that you can 

do to protect a loved one’s life in the event 

of a sudden cardiac arrest.  No registration 

is necessary; just come! 

 

The rescue squad is facing a couple of 

challenges, however.  First, although they 

are adequately staffed now, they can see a 

time in the not-too-distant future when they 

could be short of qualified emergency 

medical technicians, particularly during the 

weekday daytime hours when many of their 

members are at work outside the township.  

The addition of two or three EMT’s fre-

quently available during those hours would 

greatly ease the pressure.  If you or some-

one you know might be interested, please 

contact Rescue Squad Captain Chuck Tay-

lor at 262-495-8625, or write him at N7832 

Jackson Road, Whitewater, WI 53190. 

 

The rescue squad is also facing a fundrais-

ing challenge, but one that they are confi-

dent can be met.  The current ambulance is 

a 1994 model, and, while it continues to 

serve their needs, it’s beginning to show its 

age.  Therefore, their hope is to replace it 

in 2009.  Quality ambulances, built to last 

the next fifteen years, are not inexpensive.  

A new ambulance, equipped to Department 

specifications, will cost about $130,000 in 

2009.  The 2007 Firemen’s Dance raised 

$7000 and this money will be put with pre-

viously raised funds, leaving approximately 

$60,000 yet to be funded.     

 

Mark your calendar now to attend the 

Annual Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire De-

partment Steak Fry on Saturday August 

11, 2007. This will be the next major effort 

to raise funds for the new ambulance.   

 

Over the years, the department has re-

ceived many, many generous gifts.  In ad-

dition to cash contributions, donors have 

utilized gifts of appreciated stock, transfers 

from IRA accounts (for those over 70½), 

and matching contributions from employers 

or foundations.  The Lauderdale-LaGrange 

Fire Department, Inc., is recognized as a 

charitable organization under Section 501
(Continued on page 7) 6 
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(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and 

contributions to the department are gener-

ally tax-deductible.  Please contact them if 

you have questions regarding a particular 

type of contribution. 

 

Fire Chief Curly Duerst says, “The volun-

teers of the Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire De-

partment are thankful for the opportunity to 

provide fire and rescue services to the 

community.  We love what we do, and we 

try our very best to do a good job.  While 

maintaining a fire department and rescue 

squad is not without costs (as you can see 

from the paragraphs above!), we are proud 

of the fact that no member of the depart-

ment has ever received a penny for his or 

her services.  We are all truly volunteers, 

and we genuinely appreciate your support, 

both monetary and moral.  Thanks for be-

ing part of a great community”.  Please 

contact Fire Chief Duerst if you have an 

interest in joining the Department.  You 

may call Fire Chief Duerst at 262-495-

8610 or write him at W5450 Greening 

Road, Whitewater, WI 53190.   

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

HISTORY ARTICLE  

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins 
 

Sterlingworth Hotel 1950s-1970s 
 
The Sterlingworth Hotel -- now the site of 

the Sterlingworth condominiums off High-

way 12 on Mill Lake -- was the second re-

sort built on Lauderdale, with con-

struction beginning in 1893. Its 

early history is outlined in A His-

tory of the Lauderdale Lakes by 

Robert Brown and Patricia McCor-

mick (LLIA July 1992). 
 
By the 1930s and 40s, the Sterling-

worth was managed by Gus and 

Grace Rendell. Elkhorn resident Ed 

Barta said that in the early 1950s he 

was a guest there and got to know 

the Rendells. By then, he said, they 

were "a nice, older couple. Both 

hard workers." Mr. Barta eventu-

ally became a part owner in the ho-

tel. 
 
At the time, the Sterlingworth was "getting 

old, but still in pretty good shape," Barta 

said. It was then the only hotel on the 

lakes. It had two floors of rooms, some 

with shared bathrooms. There was a dining 

room with a porch overlooking Mill Lake, 

and downstairs, at Lake level, were two 

bars. The hotel had a long pier that reached 

a 10-12 foot depth at its end. Barta remem-

bers half a dozen boat slips along it where 

lake residents could park their boats if they 

wanted to come to dinner at the hotel. 
 
Barta, who lived in Chicago at the time, 

became interested in the Sterlingworth. "I 

got to know Dan Seymour, who was in col-

lege then, and we tended bar occasionally 

for Gus," Mr. Barta said. In October 1953, 

he and Mr. Seymour agreed with the Ren-

dells to become partners in the Sterling-

worth business. At the time, the Rendells 

were closing the hotel in the winter, so 

business began under the partnership in 

March 1954. "And we did a hell of a busi-

ness," Barta remembered. 
 
Seymour and Barta then tried to interest 

the Rendells in selling an interest the Ster-

lingworth property to form a corporation, 

but they remained skeptical. "So Dan and I 

looked around and we bought the Cross-

roads supper club," at the intersection of 

12 and county trunk ES, Barta said. 
 
The two began business at the Crossroads 

Feb. 1, 1955. By then, Barta said, the Ren-

dells had determined they could not run the 

Sterlingworth without the two men, and 

they agreed to sell. The Barmour Corp. 

was formed with some additional investors, 

and put a $10,000 down payment on the 

hotel. 

 
Thus, by June 1955, Barta was run-

ning the Crossroads and Seymour 

was running the Sterlingworth. Both 

were frequented by Lauderdale resi-

dents, and most came to the Ster-

lingworth by boat. 

 

People skied off the end of the Sterling-

worth pier, remembers Kenneth Ingle, life-

long summer resident on Middle Lake. His 

aunt, Sarah Ingle, who began coming to 

Lauderdale from Evansville, Indiana in the 

1930s, recalls going to dinner occasionally 

at both the hotel and the Crossroads. "We 

would meet friends sometimes at the Ster-

lingworth. We might drive or go by boat, 

but if we were dressed for dinner, we usu-

ally went by car. I recall that the Cross-

roads was also very good at that time," she 

said. 

 

Barta said that both destinations remained 

popular. Seymour gave banquets and had a 

famous Friday fish fry at the Sterlingworth. 

In 1963, Barta left the corporation and be-

came sole owner of the Crossroads, while 

Seymour decided to remodel the Sterling-

worth. Barta said he added a wing to the 

hotel by moving the house the Rendells 

still lived in over to a lot on the lagoon, 

which had been created out of a farm field 

in the late 50s. 

 

Barta sold the Crossroads in 1979. 

Seymour weathered a fire at the Sterling-

worth in January 1978 that destroyed the 

original wooden hotel building, leaving 

only the addition standing. Barta, who 

lived on the lake at the time, remembers 

being awakened by the fire and rushing 

over to find the Sterlingworth already 

largely destroyed. He gave the Sterling-

worth staff lunch at the Crossroads for a 

couple of weeks while Seymour cleaned 

up. 

 

The Sterlingworth is now a set of 32 con-

dominiums. --Kathryn Ingle Calkins 

 

If you have ideas or topics you would like 

to see covered in the history column, 

please contact Kathryn at kathryn.

calkins@gmail.com 
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Association Officers 

 
Bud Vance, President, 847-459-8127 

Don Henderson, Vice President, 262-742-4970 

Herb Sharpless, Treasurer, 630-497-5152 

Patricia Cady , Secretary, 262-742-4190 
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LAUDERDALE LAKE DIRECTORY 

2007 – 2009 

By Don Henderson 
 
The Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Asso-

ciation is publishing a new Directory this 

year.  Each 2007 LLIA member will re-

ceive one copy of the Directory included 

with your 2007 membership. This Direc-

tory is a great source of information about 

the LLIA, Lauderdale Lakes Lake Manage-

ment District, and other Lake organizations 

including the Yacht Club, Sailing Club, Con-

servancy, Aqua Skiers, and The Lauderdale 

Lakes Conservancy. Town of LaGrange and 

Town of Sugar Creek Board members and 

Town meeting times along with support has 

been listed for your quick reference. 
 
An alphabetical listing of people living in the 

Lake District is complemented by a numeri-

cal listing of homes by LL number and/or 

subdivision number.  Also included are area 

maps that help you locate homes along the 

lake and within the Lake District area off the 

lake.   
 
Many area business owners have elected to 

place advertising in the Directory.  This sec-

tion is a great source of information 

to help you locate products and serv-

ices to maintain your property or meet your 

household and restaurant needs.Please take a 

minute to note the many businesses and 

thank them when you are in their store or use 

their services at your home.   
 
A membership form is included in this 

Shorelines.  If you haven’t sent in your re-

newal, take a couple of minutes today, and 

complete the 2007 membership form. Mail it 

now so you will have a new directory deliv-

ered to you in June.   
 
The good news is that we will have extra 

copies available for sale.  Buy an extra copy 

and keep it on your boat for quick reference 

as you enjoy the lakes.  Members may pur-

chase a second copy for just $20.  Contact 

LLIA Treasure Herb Sharpless to purchase 

another Directory. 
 
Show the Directory to your neighbors and 

ask them if they have one.  Invite them to 

become a LLIA member this year and they 

will receive a 2007 - 2009 Directory.  A 

membership application is included in the 

new Directory or you may go to the LLIA 

Website (llia.org) and print a copy.  .     
 

 

 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

SAILING CLUB 

By Peter Van Kampen 
 

The LL Sailing Club begins it's new season 

with a brunch on May 27th at the LL 

Country Club. If you are interested in sail-

ing or simply meeting some nice sailing 

people contact Peter Van Kampen 742 

2567 or pvk@elknet.net. 

 

EDITORS  NOTE 
 

Due  to a number of articles  this quarter, 

two articles could not be in this  

Shorelines. One article was by Audrey 

Green on the topic of the “Native Plant 

Fair on the Square” to be held on May 

19th at the Old Court House in the  

Government Square in Elkhorn. The other 

article was on our Lauderdale Lakes 

Improvement Association web site written  

by John  Antonicic. Please go to our web 

site at WWW.LLIA.ORG and take a look 

at these articles. 
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