
       MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbor; 

 

This “Shorelines’ is packed with 

information. Very seldom is it 12 pages but 

because we thought it was beneficial to 

introduce you to the candidates for the 

LaGrange Town Board, the tremendous 

response from our Chairpersons with great 

articles and it is our membership issue we 

have an extended newsletter. 

 

Don Henderson, has a number of articles 

that go into detail on what is happening 

regarding the Smith property and Singing 

Hills property. Also, take a look at the area 

topics and please note on your calendar the 

Lauderdale / LaGrange Fire Department 

Dance on April 21st. 

 

Lauren Michaels has included a nice article 

on our web site. It is remarkable how our 

web site has grown and improved. Visit our 

web site at www.llia.org. We are proud of 

it. Thanks to Lauren’s hard work and 

volunteer effort, we have one of the best if 

not thee best web site in the area.  

 

Jerry Petersen has an article on the LL 

Conservancy and it’s great success in 2006 

and it‘s many projects for 2007. 

 

This has been a strange year for weather. 

Boats on the lake in November and 

December and now below zero weather. 

Take heed and read Mike Hurlburt’s article 

on water ( Ice) safety. 

 

The Fish Committee had a great 2006 and 

is looking forward to 2007. They already 

have had a 2007 Fish Committee meeting 

and decided to request from the DNR to 

stock  additional small mouth bass. They 

also are in the process of preparing for the 

Fish Jamboree on July 21st. They need 

help with donations of fishing gear of all 

types. If interested in donating some gear 

get in touch with Randy Norris, 630-768-

7987. 

 

Again Kathryn Calkins surprises us with 

the unknown fact that there was an airport 

as part of the Lauderdale Lakes past. Take 

a look. This area sure has a wealth of 

history that can be taped and, hopefully, we 

can preserve it and educate ourselves and 

our youth with it. 

 

The Sailing Club is one of the few sporting 

organizations that change gear with the 

change in weather and just keeps on 

sailing; water or ice. Read Pete Van 

Kampen’s article.  

 

Yes, as part of our charter and thanks to the 

volunteer efforts of Pete Spaulding and his 

crew, we continue to monitor the clarity 

and water quality of our lakes. As you can 

see ,we are blessed with a great lake. Lets’ 

keep it that way by remembering not to use 

fertilizer with phosphorous and be good 

stewards and follow the DNR’s guidelines 

and plant our water front gardens with the 

ecology of the lake in mind.  

 

Audrey Green, Walworth County Lake 

Specialist,  has a nice article on water front 

property soil erosion. We all need to be 

aware of this and it’s negative effect on our 

lakes.  

 

Now, I would like to make a plea to all our 

Lauderdale Lakes community residence to 

join the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 

Association. Once a year, we mail our 

quarterly newsletter, “Shorelines“, to the 

total lake community. Please join and be a 

part of our proud heritage of over 100 

years. Every other year, we publish a 

Directory with numerous information in it. 

This year is a directory year. Included in 

your membership is a free directory that 

will be distributed after our annual meeting 

in early June. Cut out and fill out the form 

on page 10, make out a check for $35.00 

and mail it in as soon as possible. Besides 

using real estate and county mailing 

address information, the information 

supplied on the form will be used in the 

directory. The dead line for the directory is 

mid-April. 

 

Bud Vance  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2007 

DATE               EVENT 
4-3                          LaGrange Town  

                               Supervisor election  

4-21                        Fire Dept. Annual   

                               Dance. 

4-28                        Fish Committee Mtg. 

5-12                        LLIA Directors Mtg. 

6—9                       LLIA Annual          

                               Membership Mtg. 

7-21                        Kids Fish Jamboree 

7-28                        WCLA “Day on the 

                               Lake” 



 

TOWN OF LAGRANGE BOARD SUPERVISOR ELECTION   
 

This year, the Second, Third, and Fourth Side Supervisor positions are being filled by Elections. Elections will be held Tuesday, 

April 3, 2007. Candidates elected to the Town Board serve two year terms of office. Candidates must file formal nomination papers 

to be on the election ballot, and the closure date was January 2, 2007. Four Town residents have filed applications, and they each 

have submitted their background information for your review. Candidates for the Second and Fourth Side Supervisor positions are 

unopposed, and two candidates are running for the Third Side supervisor position.   

Don Sukala – Second Side 

Supervisor Candidate 
 
Don Sukala has filed papers to be re-
elected to the Second Side Supervisor Po-
sition, Town of LaGrange. Don has served 
on the Town Board since 1999and has 
many years of experience supporting the 
Safety and Building and Roads Commit-
tees. Don has served as Chair of the 
Building and Roads Committee and has 
worked closely with the Road Commis-
sioner.  This position includes responsibil-
ity to plan, assess, review and bring pro-
posals and contracts to the Board for all 
major Town road maintenance improve-
ments; all Town buildings including the 
Town Hall, Town Highway Department 
Garage, Boat House, and related equip-
ment are also the responsibility of this 
committee.  In addition, he has been a  
liaison Supervisor representative to the 
Lake District, representative to the Smart 
Growth County/Town Team, and man-
aged the Buoy placement on Lauderdale 
and Pleasant Lakes for the Town.   
 
Don and his wife Beth have three adult 
children, and they have lived in the Town 
of LaGrange for over 30 years.  They re-
cently moved to a new home at N7389 
County Highway H, after living in a home 
on the south shore of Lauderdale Lake for 
many years.  Don owns a private plumb-
ing business, Mid-Lakes Plumbing Com-
pany, and has served the residents of Wal-
worth County and especially the Lauder-
dale Lakes and Town of LaGrange home-
owners as they build, remodel, and main-
tain their homes and businesses.  
 
Don has demonstrated a total commitment 
to the Town of LaGrange.  He was elected 
a Citizen member to the Lauderdale-
LaGrange Fire Department Board of Di-
rectors, and he is very proud to be able to 
serve and support this great organization..   
Don has been and continues to be a strong 
advocate for preserving Lauderdale 
Lakes. He has worked year in and year out 
to be sure the lake will be enjoyable for 
all property owners, yet be a safe and 
friendly place for fisherman, water skiers, 
sailors, swimmers and recreational boat-
ers.   He was pleased to see the good co-
operative effort between the Town and 
Lake District with a combined Water 
Safety Patrol in 2006.  Don hopes this co-
operation will continue in future years.   
The Town has grown and changed consid-
erably in the past few years. Don pledges 
to continue to provide the Town Govern-
ment a fair, open and fiscally responsible 

direction 
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Rick Callaway – Third Side 

Supervisor Candidate 
 
Land conservation is the issue that will 
probably be the most contentious problem 
facing the Town for the next several years.  
This is driven by development proposals 
that could alter our current rural setting.  
The Town has been using the “LAND 
USE PLAN FOR THE TOWN OF LA-
GRANGE: 2010”.  Part of the problem is 
that there are zoning inconsistencies in the 
Plan.  Also the Town, along with Wal-
worth County, needs to develop a new 
plan for the future, going beyond 2010.  
We cannot stop all growth, but we can 
make sure growth is accomplished in a 
reasonable and fair manner. 
 
LaGrange has worked cooperatively with 
the Lauderdale Lakes and Pleasant Lake 
Management Districts.  Accomplishments 
have been new and improved public boat 
launches, patrolling of the Town Park and 
the merger of the two Water Safety Pa-
trols.  This cooperation should be sus-
tained, encouraged and further developed. 
 
These basically are the reasons I am run-
ning for this position.  As a member of the 
town Board from December 2000 until 
April 2006 I supported and was involved 
in these efforts.  Other local experience 
was as a member of the Town’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission, chairman for 
2005 and early 2006; chairman and devel-
oper of the Town’s Information Commit-
tee; and the Town’s appointed commis-
sioner to both Lake District’s boards.   
 
My wife is Marcia Sahag who is also ac-
tively involved in Town matters as a 
member of the Town’s Safety and Person-
nel and Finance committees.  We have 
been married for nearly 30 years and have 
two children and 4 grandchildren.  We 
have been permanent residents of the 
Town since October 1994 and the family 
has owned the property on Pleasant Lake 
since 1962. 
 
Education includes a Masters Degree in 
Community Organization from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Work 
experience included development posi-
tions for the State of Wisconsin and Fond 
du Lac County.  Basically, we decided we 
were entrepreneurs and owned and oper-
ated three restaurants in the Fox River 
Valley at the same time. 
 
Current interests include Old World Wis-
consin, volunteering for Meals on Wheels 
and transportation for seniors primarily 
for medical reasons. 

Dan Wilson – Third Side 

Supervisor Candidate 

 
Dan Wilson filed papers to be elected 
to the position of Third Side Supervi-
sor, Town of LaGrange.  Dan grew up 
in the Town of LaGrange on the prop-
erty adjacent to where he now lives.  He 
attended Whitewater High School, the 
University of Wisconsin -Whitewater 
and graduated from University of Wis-
consin – Stout.  Dan and his wife Traci 
lived in and around the Madison area 
from 1992-2006, during that time they 
had three children, Elizabeth (7), 
Alexandra (5) and Nicholas (1).  
 
 Dan has worked at JP Morgan for nine 
years in Madison; his current role is 
Vice President of the Private Client 
Group in their Madison office.  In 2005 
they purchased a family farmstead at 
W5910 Greening Road, Town of La-
Grange.  This continued family owner-
ship of property that has been in his 
mother’s side of the family since 1856.   
After an extensive year long home re-
modeling effort, Dan and his family 
moved from Cottage Grove to La-
Grange.  Dan now commutes to  
Madison and continues to work for JP 
Morgan. 
 
Dan entered the Supervisor election 
with the hope of being a member of the 
Town Board to serve the families resid-
ing here. Helping preserve the rich 
quality of life the area offers for all 
Town families, their children and even-
tually their children is his goal.  His 
philosophy embodies the Smart Growth 
plan and wishes to preserve the land.  
He has a common sense approach with 
problem solving and desires to treat 
people fairly. With that being said, he is 
not afraid to make the tough decisions 
that need to be made in this role.  His 
experiences living in different places 
with the most recent being in Madison, 
which is very high growth, allowed him 
to see what has worked and what has 
not.  Dan also believes very strongly 
that decisions made today not only 
greatly affect the present residents, but 
more importantly strongly impact gen-
erations that follow. He believes farm-
land and nature should be preserved as 
much as possible. And, he also under-
stands the delicate balance between 
property owner’s rights and government 
intervention.  
  



TOWN PLANNING AND  

ZONING 

By Don Henderson 
  
The Planning and Zoning Commission and 

Town Board have been busy reviewing 

several development proposals the past 

three months.  In January, the Town Board 

recommended that the county grant a con-

ditional use permit for the Smith Property 

along the northwestern shore of Middle 

Lake.  The permit would allow Smith to 

proceed with work on final approval of a 

Conservation Subdivision.  This is a sig-

nificant development as the cookie cutter 

approach initially presented was replaced 

by the Conservation Subdivision.  In addi-

tion this was the first conditional use per-

mit for a Conservation Subdivision recom-

mended for county approval since the 

town adopted this ordinance.   The devel-

oper will still have to submit a subdivision 

plat for approval, and will still need to 

have DNR approval for any piers, and 

where the piers may be may be placed in 

this very sensitive environmental area of 

the lake.  

 

A new proposal for the Singing Hills Girl 

Scout Camp to be sold in three separate 

parcels to Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Code 

(currently West Shore Drive Property 

Owners), The Code Family Partnership, 

and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Formolo was 

presented to the Commission.  This pro-

posal as presented sought prior approval 

to subsequently divide each of the three 

property segments into four-lot Planned 

Residential Subdivisions if the sale is con-

summated.   This proposal was tabled by 

the Planning and Zoning Commission until 

legal review of County and State statutes 

is completed.  It was unknown if potential 

buyers should receive land division zoning 

approval before the land is purchased.  No 

Town Board action was taken on this pro-

posal as the petitioners asked to delay the 

matter to the February, 2007 Board meet-

ing. This proposal would also retain much 

of the currently tilled land as Agricultural 

land, and it could be rezoned from C2 to 

A2.   

 

The Town Board tabled for a maximum of 

six months two conservation subdivision 

development proposals during the January 

Board meeting.  The zoning classifications 

of land included in a proposal by Russell 

Keske for Farmington Estates north of 

Hwy 20 and a plan by the Lawton family 

for property on Hwy 12 will be reviewed 

before Board action is taken.  Both prop-

erties are currently zoned C2.  

 

Plan and Zoning Commission Chair, Su-

pervisor Mark Bromley, is the Town rep-

resentative for the joint County /Town 

Smart Growth study.  Mark and/or Alter-

nate representative Supervisor Jeff 

Schramm attend the monthly Smart 

Growth Technical Advisory meetings.   

These meetings have representatives from 

the County and 13 of the 16 Townships in 

the County.  Mark believes good progress 

is being achieved.  Three of the twelve 

chapters in the Planning Document have 

been completed.  Two additional chapters 

will be ready for review at the next meet-

ing.  It is planned to have the entire Smart 

Growth Planning Document completed 

within a year.  State of Wisconsin requires 

this work to be complete by 2010.  Inter-

ested members of the public are welcome 

to attend the meetings, and can review 

proposed chapters on-line at the SEWRPC 

website.     

 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 

 
Town Of LaGrange Lauderdale Lake 

Pier Survey 

 

The Town Board approved a plan at their 

July 2006 meeting to survey all lake prop-

erty to create a record of the piers, boat 

lifts, and mooring facilities for each lake 

front property. The survey form was pre-

pared by the Town Building Inspector. It 

was mailed to property owners with the 

December 2006 tax mailing.  Property 

owners should complete the survey and 

return it to the Town. The survey must be 

completed and returned by September 1, 

2007 and this will become the file of rec-

ord.  It will be referenced as future pier 

building permits are requested.  Property 

owners that do not return the survey will 

not be able to make changes unless their 

existing pier is under full compliance of 

the Ordinance. 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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CANDIDATES 

Jeff Schramm – Fourth Side 

Supervisor Candidate 

 
Jeff Schramm has filed papers to be 

elected to the Fourth Side Supervisor 

position.  Jeff has experience in local 

government at the Town and County lev-

els. He has served as the Fourth Side Su-

pervisor since being elected as Supervi-

sor by the Town Board in July 2005. The 

past seven years Jeff has been a member 

of the Town Planning and Zoning Com-

mittee. He also chairs the Town Commu-

nication Committee. In addition, he has 

served on the Walworth County Zoning 

Agency as Citizen Member for three 

years.  

 

Jeff grew up in Oconomowoc, and 

moved to the Town of La Grange 15 

years ago.   He and his wife Heather have 

two children and live at 5405 Greening 

Road, Whitewater, WI.   Following com-

pletion of a Private Technical College 

program, Jeff established his own Com-

mercial Photography business.  He works 

with many different companies in the 

Midwest and provides photography to 

support their advertising, public rela-

tions, and administrative functions.   

 

Jeff is committed to ensuring the future 

of LaGrange.  He supports the Smart 

Growth initiative, Conservation Subdivi-

sions, careful review of proposed new 

lake shore and country homes with input 

from neighbors as well as compliance 

with County and Town Ordinances, and 

advocates a planned balance of residen-

tial development with Agricultural Land 

preservation while maintaining the 

Town’s rural character. 



(Continued from page 3) 

Town rules about Lauderdale Lakes Piers 

are as follows. It defines the size of piers, 

how close to the property line the pier may 

be placed, and how many mooring facili-

ties per property. Currently a pier with 

sufficient size to moor two boats counts as 

two mooring facilities. A boat lift is a 

mooring facility. A mooring buoy is also a 

mooring facility. The ordinance also states 

that Piers should be no wider than 5 feet, 

and constructed in a manner to allow free 

water flow underneath all parts of the pier.  

No more than one mooring structure is 

permitted for each 22 feet of shoreline 

owned by the riparian owner.  Piers or 

mooring facility shall not be placed closer 

than 8 feet to a lot line. In addition no 

more than five mooring facilities are al-

lowed per lot even if it is a very wide lot.  

 

All property owners are encouraged to 

complete the Town survey.  If you mis-

placed the survey please contact the Town 

Clerk to obtain another copy. It will be to 

your advantage to complete the survey and 

mail it back to the Town to assure your 

existing piers, shore stations, etc are re-

corded in the Town data file for future 

reference.    
 

 New Property 

 Address/Emergency Signs 
 
The new property address/emergency 

signs are being installed throughout the 

Town by Highway Commissioner Pat 

Hoffman and staff.  The new green signs 

with reflective white letters and numbers 

are much easier for the fire fighters and 

Emergency Medical Technicians, EMT to 

see. “This is critically important to locate 

your home in an emergency” said Chief 

Curly Durest.  The Town is installing the 

property signs in the correct location for 

emergency identification and will remove 

the old signs. New sign installation will 

continue throughout 2007.    
 
Most property owners also use the as-

signed Town number on their mail box as 

it serves as a mailing address, and some 

have the same number displayed on their 

home or garage. This is fine, but all prop-

erty owners are required to have the 

official Town identification number 

sign as installed by the Town on their 

property. The official Town sign MUST 

NOT BE RELOCATED by the 

property owner, as it has been  

strategically placed by the Town for 

emergency identification. If you have a 

question regarding the Town property 

identification number or if you do not 

have one on display now, please contact 

Pat Hoffman, Highway Department Com-

missioner at 262-495-8822.   

 

LAUDERDALE-LAGRANGE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

By Don Henderson 
 

Fire Department 2006 Activity 

 

The volunteers serving the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department responded to 

153 total calls for support during 2006.  

Total calls were 47 lower in 2006 than 

2005. Once again the Emergency Rescue 

Team had the most activity answering 114 

calls for assistance, also lower than the 

141 in 2005. Fire fighters responded to 39 

calls in 2006 which includes not only calls 

for fires, but also calls to support accident 

victims. On average over the past three 

years the Department responded to 177 

calls per year.  That is the equivalent of  

3.5 RESPONSE CALLS EACH WEEK.  

 

“Volunteers continue to be the vital link 

making this department a success,” related 

Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst. The past 

year only two new members’s joined the 

department, while five members were no 

longer able to serve. This leaves the vol-

unteer fire fighter staff level at 33, while 

the approved staff level is 40. For the past 

two years the staff level has decreased.   

 

Please spread the word that The Lauder-

dale-LaGrange Fire Department is seeking 

new volunteers to become Fire Fighters 

and Emergency Medical Technicians, 

EMT .  For those if us living in the Town 

this could be a life or death situation. 

Quick response time by both the EMT and 

Fire Fighters has helped many residents 

and property owners.  

 

Men and women volunteers are needed 

now, and if you or someone you know is 

interested please call Chief Curly 

Duerst at 262-495-8610.  Especially 

needed are those people that could be 

available during the weekdays. If you 

are already an RN or an EMT, the edu-

cational time is waived for the 

ambulance assignments.   

 

A volunteer Firefighter/EMT makes a sig-

nificant commitment to our community.  

Each new volunteer firefighter is required 

to complete approximately 90 hours edu-

cation and training before becoming an 

active responding member. In addition 

each regular member must commit to 

regular monthly drills in the winter and 

twice monthly drills during the summer to 

meet Volunteer Fire Department Require-

ments. Those members staffing the Emer-

gency Rescue Squad Ambulance have an 

additional 60 hour minimum educational 

requirements before they may begin to 

serve on the Squad as a First Responder or 

Emergency Tech.        

 

 The area property owners and residents 

are true partners by supporting our 

Department through gifts and fund raisers.  

I extend my personal thanks to all of you 

for making the Department very success-

ful” said Chief Curly Duerst.   

  
Annual Firemen’s Dance To Raise 

Money For 

New Jaws Of Life Equipment 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment’s annual dance will be held on Satur-

day, April 21st.  Tickets will be mailed to 

Town of La Grange property owners and 

residents about three weeks before the 

dance. The proceeds from the dance will 

be used to replace older and outdated Ex-

trication Equipment commonly known as 

The Jaws of Life. Plan now to support the 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Department by 

purchasing tickets for the April 21st 

dance.   

 

New Equipment Truck 

 

The Fire Department members continue 

their work to complete a New Equipment 

Truck. As previously reported the Fire 

Department Equipment Committee pur-

chased a good used diesel truck with 22 

foot body in February 2005. Since the 

truck was purchased, the staff has planned 

the layout of the entire truck, and they 

have done much of the work to install 

equipment, rewiring, etc. It will include a 

new and revised cascading respiratory air 

fill system, new diesel powered electric 

generator, roof mounted air conditioning 

units, external flood lighting equipment, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

and additional and expanded storage 

spaces for 35 sets of firefighter protective 

equipment.  All the major components 

have been obtained and most have been 

installed. The volunteer Fire Fighters are 

planning to have the truck ready for paint-

ing in late spring and complete the truck 

by summer. This truck will replace a much 

older and smaller equipment truck that 

does not meet current needs.  

              

Will A Fire Truck Get To Your Home? 

 

Living in the Town of LaGrange close to 

The Lakes, State Forests, farms, and away 

from the city is both peaceful and relax-

ing.  We have a truly beautiful area with 

many trees to enjoy.  However, we also 

have many narrow roads and driveways 

that make it more challenging for Fire 

Trucks and Ambulances to reach you dur-

ing an emergency.  In addition our beauti-

ful trees are close to the narrow roads, and 

often have low hanging branches.  Fire 

Chief Curly Duerst asks all homeowners 

and residents to be sure and trim your tree 

branches.  The emergency trucks are 

large, and they must have a MINIMUM 

12 FEET of clearance above the road and 

driveway surfaces.  Branches should not 

extend into the road or driveway below 

the 12 FOOT height.  Look at your prop-

erty now as winter is the best time for tree 

trimming.   Hopefully you will not need 

the Fire Department, but if you do be sure 

it arrives without trees damaging the 

truck.     

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 

 
As we start a new year. I’m sure we are all 

anticipating a return of all the warm 

weather activities offered on our lakes. 

 

The web site is looking great, and work-

ing the way it’s supposed to. People visit-

ing the web site have steadily increased 

each year. Meeting minutes, and Shore-

lines publications are posted regularly. 

The Topics area is kept up to date with 

the 

latest information.  
 

One area that we want to improve on as 

we go forward is our calendar. There are 

many organizations that have events 

planned that can be added to the calendar. 

If  I could be made aware of date, time 

and place of organize events, I would like 

to increase the value of  having this re-

source. 
 

We also have done a fair job of adding to 

our photo gallery. New pictures are added 

regularly, however I am sure there are 

more out there. With all the digital cam-

eras, and ease of sending over the internet 

we should be able to add some shots. If 

anyone has a great, or interesting picture 

send it to me with some kind of descrip-

tion and I will submit it to the committee 

for review. Also, recipes remain few. 

Where are all the cooks out there?  
 
With your help we can make the web site 

more informative and a little more fun.    
 
 Visit our web site at WWW.LLIA.ORG.  
  
  Please note email address change. 

 I can be emailed at: jantonicic@hotmail.

com or telephone 630-964-0393. 
 

WWW.LLIA.ORG 

 ANNUAL REVIEW 

By Lauren Michaels, 

 Web Developer 
 
At its inception, it was decided that www.

llia.org would be open to the public, with 

no subscription areas and would be a serv-

ice to the greater community. The web site 

has been successful in meeting its goals. 

We have gone from a simple site display-

ing a few pages of text and a couple pho-

tos to a sophisticated dynamic content 

management system where articles and 

photos can quickly be made accessible. 

The www.llia.org web pages have been 

viewed a total of 7,571 times since 2003. 

Our visitors increased 250% in 2004 and 

125% in 

2005. The 

first year, we 

had fewer 

than 100 

visitors per 

month. Now 

we have 

nearly 300 

visitors per 

month.  

 
Overwhelmingly, visitors reach www.llia.

org through search engines. We also get 

visitors from the Town, County, Lakes 

Management District, Conservancy and 

Yacht Club web sites. It helps our search 

ranking to have sites linking to us. People 

who reach us through search engines use 

the phrases like llia or Lauderdale Lakes 

to find us. Other search terms used in-

clude; Camp Singing Hills, Sterlingworth 

Hotel, Mariner Hills and Aqua Skiers.  

Our visitors have mostly used Microsoft 

Internet Explorer browser but this past 

year, Mozilla Firefox has grown to be the 

browser of choice for about 20% of our 

visitors. Most of our visitors use Windows 

XP. 1% use Macs. Robots in the chart be-

low are search engine software running 

continually on the internet to catalog site 

keywords. Linux visitors are other servers 

connecting to our site. 

When www.llia.org started out in late 

2003, no non-profit organizations in the 

community had a web site. There was very 

little public information about this area 

available on the internet. Now the Town, 

County and even Johns Disposal have web 

sites still www.llia.org compares favora-

bly with sites that have dedicated staff and 

annual budgets supporting them. The cost 

of the www.llia.org web site is under $4 a 

month and under $50 a year and all the 

updating is done on a volunteer basis. 

When you compare our web site to other 

similar organizations, we put a great face 

on our community and we accomplish it 

efficiently and for very little money.  

(Continued on page 6) 5 



LAUDERDALE LAKES  

CONSERVANCY 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

Many thanks to 53 of you who donated 

$250 or more last year.  Your engraved 

bricks are being processed and will be in-

stalled in our Island Woods Overlook this 

spring.  One is honoring the Friends of 

Camp Singing Hills.  They want their brick 

to face the camp, so it will be placed up-

side down on purpose.   

 

This winter much of our attention has re-

mained focused on the development plans 

for Camp Singing Hills.  It’s wonderful 

that two families are interested in a limited 

development plan; nine homes vs. thirty 

three.  However, there are still legal and 

conservation issues.  Unfortunately, all of 

their planned home sites are in the Primary 

Environmental Corridor and none of the 

steeply sloped shore land is slated for pro-

tection.  Earl Paddock and I recently met 

with the interested parties in their Chicago 

offices, and we are maintaining an active 

dialogue.  I’m sure plans for this land de-

velopment will be the subject of many 

Town and County meetings this spring. 

 

In November, we were very please to for-

mally receive the Conservation Easement 

on the fourteen lake front lots on North 

Lake. Both we, and the donors, have in-

vested many months in finalizing this 

transaction.  This is a wonderful example 

of stewardship.  Our environmental con-

sultant prepared a Baseline Report docu-

menting the status of these lots, and we 

will be inspecting and reporting on their 

future status to the owners in perpetuity. 

 

Many of us are still in shock after getting 

huge increases in our local real estate tax 

bills.  However, there is some good news 

on the tax horizon.  I know  that’s almost 

an oxymoron, but let’s take whatever we 

can get!  This year, all of us over 70 ½  

can donate up to $100,000 from our IRA’s 

to charities without paying tax on the funds 

withdrawn.  Also, for 2007 the IRS has 

raised the donation limit for Conservation 

Easements (deed restrictions) from 30 to 

50 percent of the donor’s Adjusted Gross 

Income and extended the time frame to use 

up the full amount of the deduction from 

six to sixteen years.  These opportunities 

are currently set to expire at the end of 

2007. I’m certainly not a tax attorney, so I 

suggest you check with your tax specialist 

before acting, but these are important 

points to consider when managing your 

estate and planning your 2007 donations. 

 

We look forward to a busy spring and 

summer. This year we will be increasing 

our educational efforts. We plan to take 

Power Point and slide shows to several 

local groups and to other Towns. We plan 

to encourage more Towns to follow the 

direction of LaGrange and Lyons and 

make Conservation Subdivisions manda-

tory, at least in C-2 (five acre) zoning dis-

tricts. 

 

Please consider making your 2007  

donation soon.  Our normal form is  

included below.  

 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Mike Hurlburt 
 

Water Safety for this time of year:  Stay 

Off Thin Ice!       

 

Most of us do.  But sometimes we don't 

know when the ice is too thin.  Since we 

might be on our lake walking, snowshoe-

ing, skiing, ice-skating, or sailing an ice-

boat, the following safety tips could help 

you stay around for warmer weather: 

 

•      Venture on areas you KNOW are 

thick enough...at least 4 inches.   

•      Don't recreate or travel about the 

lake alone.  The 'Buddy System' 

is an absolute must.  (Hopefully, 

the buddy doesn't take a dip the 

same time as you, so stay sepa-

rated). 

(Continued on page 7) 

            LAUDERDALE LAKES CONSERVANCY 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the Conservancy effort to protect our lakes. All contributions 

are tax deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                           ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution $________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy  

Mail with this form to: 

LLC 

P.O. Box 176 

Elkhorn WI, 53121 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                        __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                                __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                               __   
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(Continued from page 5) 

 

 

Technological updates takes place con-

tinually throughout the year. Application 

software used for features like; menus, 

search, calendar, quiz, photo album, etc... 

are upgraded to make sure the web site is 

safe from security risks. When you navi-

gate to www.llia.org, no personal informa-

tion of any kind is ever stored online and 

the web site is kid friendly so you can feel 

confident visiting and recommending 

www.llia.org to your friends and neigh-

bors. 

 

As always, your contributions are wel-

come. In the cold of winter, this is a great 

time to prepare something for the web 

site. Lauderdale Lakes records, docu-

ments, history, photos and recipes are al-

ways welcome and you can leave feed-

back and suggestions on the website any-

time. Contact John Antonicic, head  of the 
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.FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Jim Frenchy 

 & Greg Schindler 
 
The hard water fishermen haven't had 

much time to get out and test their skill 

until lately but the last several weeks have 

seen several shanties now that the normal 

winter has arrived. A few boats were sited 

in early January before the freeze  report-

ing catches of bluegills. 

 

This year, we will be continuing our 

stocking program from our donations and 

are awaiting permits from the D.N.R. The 

stocking program to date has been a huge 

success with approximately 60,000 fish 

being stocked by the D.N.R. and the Fish 

Committee from 2001 thru 2006.  

 

In 2001, the fingerlings were small mouth 

bass, one to two inches long. In 2002, 

2003 and 2004 we had the D .N. R. feed 

the small mouth bass fingerlings until late 

September and by doing so the fish 

stocked were from three to four inches 

and more likely to survive. The 2004 

small mouth bass were from the D N.R. 

thru a federal program and the pur-

chase of 1,500 small mouth by the Fish 

Committee from our treasury.  In 2005, 

we purchased 1,300 small mouth four to 

six inches and 500 northern from 10 to 14 

inches for the September stocking. The 

2006 program,  included 2,400 small 

mouth four to six inches and for the first 

time 700  walleyes six to ten inches with a 

few in the 12 inch range. 

 

The D. N. R. has been helpful and coop-

erative with the Fish Committee to get 

permits and fish for our lakes. They rec-

ommend we continue to stock with per-

mits whenever we can as they have no 

stock at present for our lakes. The pro-

gram is working and we are getting a 

good survival and growth rate. 
 
Donations from residents and friends have 

made this all possible. A big thanks to all. 
 
We will be sponsoring the annual Carrp-

O-Rama this year from mid May thru June 

in cooperation with the Sugar Creek Pan-

try. 

 

The Children's Fish Jamboree is sched-

uled for July 21 at the Landings. We are 

still looking for donations for gear to sup-

port giving each young participant a gift. 

Last year, we had the greatest turn out to 

date.  Let’s hope that this year will be 

even better. 

 

The next Fish Committee meeting is 

schedule for Saturday April 28th at the 

Sterlingworth Condo lobby, all are wel-

come. 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

 HISTORY ARTICLE  

By Kathryn Ingle Calkins  
Not Lauderdale International, but… 

 

Off Pleasant Lake Rd. just south of the 90 

degree bend a quiet piece of land owned 

by the Lauderdale Lakes Marina plays 

host to mothballed boats and other nauti-

cal equipment. But from the 1940s until 

the 80s these nine acres saw human activ-

ity of the aeronautical rather than the nau-

tical kind. It was a small, private airstrip 

servicing the lakes, one of many such air-

ports that flourished from the 50s through 

the 70s. The grass runway can still be 

seen.  

 

According to lake resident Roger DuClos, 

a pilot and former part-owner of the air-

port, the land was part of a farm until the 

40s, when Harold Mattes, whose family 

owned lakefront property and who was 

himself a pilot, tried to convince the 

farmer to sell him just enough land to 

build a runway. "The farmer would not do 

that, so Mattes bought the whole farm and 

leased back some of the land to the 

farmer." 

 

Mattes made a 2,200-foot runway that 

runs east to west, is 100 ft. wide and eas-

ily accommodated the private, single-

engine planes that used it, DuClos said. At 

the west end, the airport strip was wid-

ened to accommodate 12 airplane tie-

downs, literally metal rings fastened in the 

ground to which ropes securing the planes 

could be attached. No buildings were ever 

constructed. 

 

Mattes -- who had owned his own radio 

manufacturing business and later 

(Continued on page 8)    7 

(Continued from page 6) 

•     No horseplay or 'dumb' maneu-

vers, like jumping up and down 

to test the ice strength. 

•     Dress appropriately and limit 

exposure to harsh temperatures  

•     Layered clothing provides addi-

tional padding in case of falls. 

(Although I doubt a layer of 

clothing would prevent one's 

internal organs from getting 

jolted to the point of causing 

nausea...pillows might be more 

appropriate)  

With reference to the first bulleted item, 

an example would be the northeast end of 

Middle Lake.  It can appear to be solid 

enough to hold a vehicle, yet there are 

pockets where warmer water circulates up 

from the deeper areas of the lake to work 

on the ice layer.  Over the years I lived at 

that end of Middle Lake, I saw open wa-

ter off and on during a winter just across 

from our house.  Overnight, an open area 

would freeze over and then be covered by 

a light layer of snow.  Someone ambling 

down the ice would never see the weaker 

area until it was too late.  And it has hap-

pened more than once.   

If you see someone go through the ice, 

call 911, then grab anything that might be 

along the shore to slide out to the victim, 

such as a rowboat, canoe, dock ladder or 

other pieces of lumber or long tree 

branch.  Even a rope, blanket or piece of 

clothing can give the victim something to 

hang onto as they struggle to escape.  Ap-

proach the victim on your belly to keep 

your weight footprint spread out so you 

won't break through too.  If you can't pull 

the person out of the water, just hang on 

to them until help arrives.   

The above would be an example where 

the following could come in mighty 

handy: 

Carry a pair of homemade ice picks or 

even a pair of screwdrivers tied together 

with a few yards of strong cord that can 

be used to pull yourself up and onto the 

ice if you do fall in. Be sure they have 

wooden handles, so if you drop them in 

the struggle to get out of the water, they 

won’t go straight to the bottom! 

That's enough of these chilling words...

time to build a fire. 



(Continued from page 7) 

was an executive at radio and television 

transmitter maker Raytheon -- was an 

avid private aviator, according to his son, 

Don Mattes. He maintained the airport 

and allowed other pilots to use it, includ-

ing Don and DuClos's older brother King. 

Don Mattes noted that the pilots would 

get together "about once a year and put in 

just enough money to pay the taxes and to 

have the grass mowed." The farmer who 

rented the farmland from Mattes cut the 

grass. 

 

But by the 1960s Mattes had decided to 

stop maintaining the property and sold 

the farm that surrounded the airstrip. Sev-

eral lake residents who were pilots along 

with the Sterlingworth Hotel management 

then formed a corporation to buy the air-

port from Mattes. The Sterlingworth 

owned 3 shares and allowed guests with 

their own planes to use the airstrip. The 

owners of Ruby Acres also had a share 

(see chart for a list of shareholders). 

 

"It was a gentlemen's agreement, 

" DuClos said. The property was   di-

vided into 12 shares, with each member 

contributing nominal sums for upkeep, 

insurance and property taxes. It was 

named the Lauderdale-Sterlingworth  

Airport. DuClos bought in when a share 

came up for sale in 1977. 

 

According to DuClos, most of the pilots 

flew from similar private airports near 

their homes in the Chicago suburbs. 

However, he and his wife made the trek 

from their Air Force Base in Arizona, an 

1,800 mile journey. "We'd stop a couple 

of times at airports along the way for gas 

and make the trip in a day," he said. 

 

The property remained in the hands of the 

corporation into the 1970s. "Many times, 

if a plane flew in low over the lakes, it 

was to alert the pilot's family that he was 

there. We'd buzz the house, and someone 

from the cottage would drive over to the 

airstrip and be ready to take us back. It 

was great!" DuClos said. 

 

"The corporation was disbanded in the 

1980s because of lack of interest," he 

said. He noted that many other private 

suburban airports suffered the same 

fate around this period  

because land values made it prudent 

for owners to sell. The airstrip was sold 

in December 1986 to two men who main-

tained it as an airport until the 1990s, 

then sold it to the Marina, which uses the 

property as outdoor boat and trailer stor-

age. 

 

If you have any memories of 

Lauderdale that may be of gen-

eral interest or any topics you 

would like to see covered in the 

history column, please email 

Kathryn Calkins at kathryn.

calkins@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO CAPTION: Roger and Linda DuClos in August 1972 at the Lauder-

dale-Sterlingworth Airport. Their plane is a 1965 Mooney Mark 21. Behind the 

plane, the grass runway stretches from left to right. 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement  
Association Officers 

 

Bud Vance, President, 847-459-8127 

Floyd Pochowski, Vice President, 262-742-3568 

Herb Sharpless, Treasurer, 630-497-5152 

Patricia Cady , Secretary, 262-742-4190 

Original ownership in Lauderdale-Sterlingworth Airport Corporation by shares 

3 shares -The Sterlingworth Hotel -  (one share was later sold to a private 

               party, in the 1970s) 

2 shares -The Mattes Family (Mill Lake) 

1 share – King DuClos (Mill Lake) 

1 share-  Louis Hilfer (Mill Lake) 

1 share-  Frank Klancnik (In the 1960s, Middle Lake - currently, Don Jean 

              Bay)  

1 share- Carl Jacobson (Mill Lake - Was an American Airlines Pilot) 

1 share- Meyer family (Middle Lake) 

1 share- Ruby Acres family (Middle Lake) 

1 share- Mann Brothers Construction (Elkhorn - one of the Mann brothers 

              was a friend of some of the pilots, and -- in exchange for Mann 

              Brothers constructing a gravel road to the airport from Pleasant 

              Lake      Rd -- his pilot friends "paid-him" with a share of owner

              ship) 
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Dear Lauderdale Lakes Resident, 

 

Once a year, in February , we send out our newsletter, “Shorelines”, to all the resi-

dents in the Lauderdale and Pleasant Lake areas asking the lake community residents 

to become a member of  the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association, LILA. 

 

The LILA was founded more than 100 years ago. The Association’s forefathers had a 

great deal of foresight and organized an Association of dedicated volunteers to protect 

and help nurture the lake community. 

 

Since that time, the community has changed a great deal. Long time residents can remember the time when the 

hottest boat on the lake was a fourteen foot Thompson with an  eighteen horse power outboard and the homes 

on the lake were three season homes speckled along the shoreline. Let’s get our children and grandchildren to 

become part of the LLIA heritage and learn about the community they come to visit at their grandparents home 

on the lake. Grandparents sign up your children as members of the LLIA.  

 

The Association publishes quarterly their news letter, Shorelines,. The news letter supplies information regard-

ing matters concerning the lake community such as La Grange town topics, status of development plans, lake 

water quality, water safety, conservancy topics, fish stocking status and wonderful lake history. 

  

Every other year, the Association publishes a “Community Directory” for all members who join. The directory 

is a valuable reference document that has the names, addresses and telephone numbers of all Lake District resi-

dents. It also includes Sugar Creek and LaGrange Town Officials, Lake District, Lake Management and Im-

provement Association names, addresses and phone numbers. It also includes valuable reference data such as; 

yard waste disposal information, new town ordinances, boating regulations and ordinances, pier ordinances and 

shoreland zoning guidelines and a great list of community retailers to assist you in all aspects of repair or en-

hancement of your property.  For all who join in 2007, you will get, as part of your membership, a NEW 2007 

Directory 

 

Besides supplying information, the Association is proactive in the following activities; 

1.    Performs water quality test of our lake and supplies the information to the Department of  

       Natural Resources and various government environment agencies.  

2.    Works closely with the DNR in stocking our lake and promoting DNR surveys of our lake to determine 

the health of our fish population.  

3.    Sponsors an annual “Children’s Fish Jamboree” to encourage and educate our youth to the sport of fresh 

water fishing. 

4.    Created and maintains a web site, www.llia.org, to communicate timely status of events and also supply 

a wealth of community information. 

 

Please join our organization and take advantage of the wealth of opportunities and information supplied by  

being a member. The annual cost to be a member is $35.00. On the back of this letter is an application, cut out 

this page and fill in the information and mail it today. What greater value exists then to invest this amount of 

money to preserve our great lake community?  

 

Thank You 

 

 
Bud Vance 

President, Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association                               
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L.L. NUMBER  ______________ 

 

NAME/S ______________________________________      ____________________________________ 

                                       (Last)                                                                        (First) 

 

LAKE ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                (Street address) 

                              _____________________________________________  ___________ ___________ 

                                                                (City)                                                    (State)           (Zip) 

 

LAKE TELEPHONE NUMBER  (262)     _________________________ 

 

PERMANENT ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                (Street address) 

                              _____________________________________________  ___________ ___________ 

                                                                (City)                                                    (State)           (Zip) 

 

PERMANENT ADDRESS TELEPHONE NUMBER  ____(______)____________________________ 

                                                                                                (Area code) -  Phone number 

OPTIONAL:    E-mail address  _________________________________________                     Fax No.  _(____)____________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                           (Area code)          Phone no.        

                                                                                                                                                              ______________________________________   

  
The LLIA needs your help and input! Your Association has a proud history of members who generously help protect our lakes and you are welcome to join this  

on-going effort by serving on a committee. 

Please note: If you indicated an interest in the past, but have not been contacted, please be aware that committees have varying needs and assistance. As these needs 

change from time to time, committee chairs contact volunteers as necessary. If you check a committee, it indicates your willingness to serve beginning with this mem-

bership season.  

 

If you have any questions about the activities of these committees, call  Bud Vance (847-459-8127). 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

(Please fill in complete form) 

2007 Shorelines 

Check if information has changed from your 

current Directory listing. 
 

PLEASE PRINT.  

                                                                        COMMITTEES – Check if interested in helping   

 

      ______ Conservancy         ______ Fish           ______ Membership               ______ Property  (environmental           ______ Water Quality 

      ______ Communication    ______ History        ______ Planning & Zoning                issues)     _____ Web Site          ______ Water Safety               

ANNUAL DUES…………………………………..$       35.00  
Optional: 

(Fill in any appropriate blanks) 

   LAKE PRESERVATION FUND:                     $ _________ 

 

   FISH STOCKING:                                               $  _________ 

 

   LAUDERDALE  HISTORY BOOKS:    

   ____ (Qty.) @ $14.00 each ……………………. $  __________ 
             Includes postage & handling 

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED …………………………….… $  __________ 

Make checks payable to: 

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION 
 

Mail to: 

 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Association 

c/o Charles H Sharpless, LLIA Treasurer 

33W541 Brewster Creek Circle  

Wayne, IL 60184  
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.LAUDERDALE LAKES  

SAILING CLUB        

By Peter Van Kampen 
  

We had a great sailing season this 

year. Not too much wind but generally 

enough wind, except on Labor Day 

weekend when you see us sailing 

through the channel between Green 

and Middle on our way to Goose Is-

land and back. That’s the Harry S. 

Truman Regatta which was  

cancelled this year because it was 

raining and no wind. This year was 

the 30th  

anniversary of the race. 

  

Winners of our Summer Series this 

year were: 

•    1st. Jim Johnson 

•    2nd Scott Walsh 

•    3rd Peter Van Kampen 

•    4th Jack Sorenson 

  

Now that the season is over we are 

looking forward to the water getting 

real hard so we can break out the ice 

boats and go sailing again. Our ice 

sailing is far less formal than the soft-

water sailing. We generally meet at 

Des and Joan Johnson’s place on 

Plantation Rd on Saturday and Sunday 

around 10:00, because that’s when the 

wind builds up. We meet there be-

cause Don Jean Bay freezes first. 

Most years we are able to sail staring 

the first week of December. After a 

snow that covers the ice in Don Jean 

Bay, we move to Mill and Middle 

lakes. We don’t usually get on Green 

Lake until January some time. It’s 

much deeper and takes longer to 

freeze solid. We need about 4 inches 

of ice to safely sail. 

  

If any one would like to give it a try, 

simply stop by wherever you see us 

out there. We will be happy to let you 

have a taste. But be careful, you could 

get hooked. 

 

For more information contact Peter 

Van Kampen 742 2567 or 

pvk@elknet.net 

 

LLIA WATER  

QUALITY REPORT 

By Pete Spaulding 
 

The Lauderdale Lakes depth clarity  

results (Secchi Test) for 2006  

are as follows: 

 

Lake           Average           Range 

Green           15.0 ft        7.5 - 25.0 ft 

Middle         13.5            6.5 - 25.0 

Mill                 8.9          4.5 - 17.5 

 

Other SE Wisconsin Lakes  

(DNR Data 2000-2005) 

Booth           7.6              6.5 - 8.0 

Beulah         7.1              8.3 - 18.0 

Delavan       11.7            2.0 - 29.5 

Lulu            7.2               3.7 - 10.7 

Pleasant     14.2               6.0 - 20.0 

Powers      12.2               6.0 - 25.0 

Rice            3.0               1.5 - 5.5 

Swift           6.6               5.5 - 8.0 

Turtle        10.2               5.3 - 19.5 

Whitewater   5.3            3.0 - 8.0 

 

From the comparison data with other 

lakes, Green Lake has the highest 

average clarity and both Green and 

Middle Lakes are tied for #2 in deep-

est in the range.  Aren’t we glad we 

don’t live on Rice, Swift or Whitewa-

ter Lakes?  This year’s testing will  

begin as soon as the ice goes out and 

will continue all season every two 

weeks until the last boat is put away 

in the fall.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARD YOUR  

WATERFRONT  

INVESTMENT: REDUCE SOIL 

EROSION 

By Audrey Green, 

Lake Specialist 

Walworth County land Use & 

Resource Management 

-Conservation Division 
 

Soil eroded off the land, called sediment 

once it washes into water, is the primary 

cause of water pollution in our surface wa-

ters – not just in Wisconsin, but world-

wide.  Rainfall, snowmelt and the resulting 

runoff, pick up soil and organic matter, 

which carries with it pollutants such as 

pesticides, fertilizers, animal wastes, oil 

and heavy metals. This runoff travels 

downhill through the watershed, right to 

the nearest lake, stream or creek.  

 

The eroded soil (sediment) that is depos-

ited into lakes and streams is a huge prob-

lem all by itself. Sediment, suspended in 

the water column limits light penetration, 

which hinders healthy plant growth and 

impedes the ability of fish to hunt for 

food.  Sediment can also cover spawning 

beds and clog fish gills. In addition to 

these problems, sediment carries many 

contaminants with it. Phosphorous, one of 

the major pollutants, often increases 

aquatic plant and algae growth to nuisance 

levels. Both sediment and the associated 

contaminants contribute to a reduction in 

overall water quality, which often leads to 

a decline in recreational enjoyment and 

property values. 

 

Stream banks, lakeshores and construction 

sites are all commonly thought of as ero-

sion sites, but in fact, erosion can occur 

anywhere there is soil. Some signs of ero-

sion are easy to see, such as gullies and 

rills, others may not be as obvious. Muddy 

or cloudy water standing after a rain event, 

bare spots in the lawn, exposed tree roots 

or small stones appearing where none 

were before are all indications of a possi-

ble erosion problem. Steep slopes or long, 

uninterrupted slopes are more prone to 

erosion, as are certain soils, such as silt 

and sand.  Bare soils or sparsely vegetated 

areas are especially susceptible to erosion. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Some erosion problems may require an 

expert but there are erosion control prac-

tices that will be useful on all properties. 
 

•  Bare soil is a primary source of  

    erosion. Make sure that vegetation 

is full and healthy. 

•  Mulch areas that can not be  

vegetated 

•  Reduce the amount of impervious 

surface on your property  

(Ex. Porous pavers).  

•  Some run-off is inevitable, rooftops, 

sidewalks and other hard 

(impervious) surfaces that do not 

allow infiltration, will create run-off. 

To minimize runoff, consider the 

following: 

o Redirect downspouts so that 

water moves to an area 

where it can soak in 

o Rain Barrels will collect rain 

and store it for watering gar-

dens later 

o Rain gardens are a great way 

to create an area of infiltra-

tion 

• Shorelines, both lake and stream, are 

not only exposed to runoff, they are 

also vulnerable to wave and ice en-

ergy.   

o Shorelines need to be well 

vegetated with deep-rooted 

plants.  Some native grasses, 

wildflowers, shrubs and 

trees produce deep root sys-

tems. 

O Depending on the amount of 

wave action and site condi-

tions, some shorelines may 

require additional stabiliza-

tion methods. 

•       Erosion from construction sites are a 

leading cause of water quality prob-

lems. Make sure to plan and follow 

erosion control practices.  For a 

step – by - step guide see this publi-

cation Erosion Control for Home 

Builders (http://cecommerce.uwex.

edu/showcat.asp?id=109) 

 

Before starting any work below the ordi-

nary high water mark (OHWM) see the 

WI DNR website, http://www.dnr.state.

wi.us/org/water/fhp/waterway/ for infor-

mation about required waterway permits.   

 

Before starting any stabilization or vege-

tation alteration projects above OHWM, 

contact a zoning officer at Walworth 

County Land Use and Resource Manage-

ment at 262-741-4972 for information 

about required permits. 

 

Resources available from Walworth 

County Land Use & Resource Manage-

ment Department: 

• - Homeowners Guide to Native 

Shoreline Gardens – includes info 

on WI Native Plants 

• - Conservation Plan Assistance 

Packets – required for vegetation 

removal/alteration 

• - 2006 Landscaper Services Re-

source List 

• - Walworth County Shoreland 

Zoning Summary 

 

Please contact Audrey Greene, Lake 

 Specialist, Walworth County at (262) 

741-7902 for any of these resources 
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