
       MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Lauderdale Neighbor; 

 

This winter has been so mild that at one 

time I thought maybe the ice was to clear in 

February and we would be taking our water 

quality testing the earliest ever.  

 

This "Shorelines" is our membership issue. 

I encourage all of our Lauderdale / 

Pleasant Lake friends to join the 

Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 

Association. In this issue there is a letter 

from me hopefully identifying 

and justifying why you should 

join. Without the communities 

support our organization, 

which was founded in 1902, 

could not continue. We need 

your help to continue and 

enhance our activities. It 

sometimes surprises me that some 

community members seek out the LLIA for 

information and support related to 

community activities but refuse to join.  

 

On April 4th, the Town of LaGrange has 

two Town Board Supervisors up for 

election. In this Shorelines issue, Don 

Henderson has done a great job getting the 

background and views from both 

candidates. Unfortunately, the two 

candidates that are running for the open 

positions are running unopposed. It is a 

shame that there are no choices. That is not 

to say that both candidates are not highly 

qualified to fill these open positions. 

 

The Fish Committee has some great news. 

The DNR has given us approval 

to stock the lakes with a fish that 

many residents have asked for 

years to stock. Now it depends 

on contributions to determine how many 

we will be able to stock.  

 

There is not much news concerning the 

development of the neither Bob Wright nor 

Stan Smith properties.  The Stan Smith 

development falls into the Town’s 

“Mandatory Conservation Subdivision 

Ordinance” which needs to be managed 

and approved by the County as well as the 

Town. 

 

The development of the Singing Hills Girls 

Scout Camp is progressing. The 

development of the property remains 

contingent upon successful litigation 

results. The Town Board has just 

authorized two Town Board Supervisors to 

work with the County and the developer to 

manage the “Mandatory Conservation 

Subdivision Ordinance” process.  

 

The Town Board has just approved that for 

2006 the Lauderdale Lakes Water Patrol 

will be managed by one entity, the 

Lauderdale Lakes Management District. 

Look for Nestor  Dyhdalo’s article on the 

subject. 

 

There is a great deal going on with the 

Lauderdale-LaGrange Volunteer Fire 

Department. Make sure you seek out Don 

Henderson’s extensive article on the 

subject. Don’t forget to mark your calendar 

and support the April 15th Fire 

Departments annual dance.  

 

On Saturday, June 10th the Lauderdale 

Lakes Improvement Association is having 

its annual membership meeting at the 

Lutherdale Bible Camp at 10:30 AM. Mark 

your calendars and enjoy the meeting and 

visit with your neighbors. Following the 

meeting a FREE lunch is planned. What a 

deal. You get to be informed, visit with 

your lake friends and get a great FREE 

meal. Please plan on coming.  

 

The next time the Shorelines is published, 

in May, you will probably either be 

working on getting your boat in the water 

or will have already boated a few weekends 

and have caught your first fish of the 

season. Hopefully we all have a great warm 

summer and many boating and family days 

on our wonderful lakes.  

 

Bud Vance 
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On Saturday, June 10th the Lauderdale 

Lakes Improvement Association is hav-

ing its annual membership meeting at the 

Lutherdale Bible Camp at 10:30 AM. 

Mark your calenders 

Support the April 15th Fire Department 

Annual Dance.  



 

WATER SAFETY REPORT 

By Mike Hurlburt 
 

Once again, trying to come up with some-

thing appropriate for a water safety article 

in the middle of winter is not happening as 

quickly as I would like. Then consider I am 

down here in sunny southwest Florida try-

ing to get my golf game in order and you 

can see how writing words of caution can 

be put aside.  I do have something I can 

relate about a boating experience down 

here that can apply to our boating days, 

which will come along in a few months. 

 

Several weeks ago while the grandkids 

were here for a visit, we rented a 22-foot 

run-about boat, with a 150 HP outboard, to 

go from Marco Island to an island a few 

miles northwest. We hoped to see some 

dolphins on the way to our destination and 

the grandkids were looking forward to sea-

shell hunting and playing in the Gulf along 

the island’s shores. We were going to be on 

inland waters the entire trip.  

 

Once out of Marco Island’s inner canals 

and channels, we got established on the 

inner coastal waterway headed north, and 

then things got real interesting. Talk about 

a trip. It was like driving on the Kennedy 

Expressway at rush hour going into Chi-

cago. Since the waters are so shallow out-

side the marked channel, and there is only 

one channel going the way we wanted, any-

one else going that way is using the same 

channel. We tried to maintain a comfort-

able speed, while the little ones searched 

for dolphins, but a constant stream of big-

ger and faster boats speeding by made eve-

ryone hang onto the children, coolers and 

all loose gear. Talk about a lack of consid-

eration from the cabin cruisers and 

‘cigarette boats’.  Every minute or so, 

along came boat, some appearing as large 

as a U.S. Navy fast frigate, throwing up a 

wake that sent us all over the channel. We 

tended to stay way over to the side but 

there is no room to stray outside the 

marked route. Our prop threw up mud on 

several occasions as we tried to stay out of 

the way.  It did no good to speed up as one 

time the whole boat got tossed and landed 

hard enough to hurt your back.  If the craft 

was bigger than our boat, it was going 

faster. Only one person slowed as they 

passed.   

 

On a weekend during the summer, our lake 

can be as crowded as that inland waterway.  

As we did that day, most of the slower 

smaller craft try to stay out of the way and 

closer to the shore. So for those of you, 

who are new to operating a larger boat for 

the first time, or need a reminder, be aware 

of your wake, especially if you are not on 

plane as you pass a small boat or a boat 

loaded and riding low in the water.  Just 

some extra thought and consideration is all 

that is needed. 

 

Now, back to correcting that hook…. 

 

TOWN BOARD ELECTION 

By Don Henderson 
 

This year the Town Board Chairman and 

First Side Supervisor are positions being 

filled by elections.  Elections are held the 

first Tuesday in April, which is April 4, 

2006. Candidates elected to the Town 

Board serve two year terms of office.  Can-

didates must file formal nomination papers 

to be on the election ballot, and the closure 

date was January 3, 2006. 

 

Frank Taylor filed papers to be elected to 

the position of Town of LaGrange Chair-

man. Frank has served as the Town Chair-

man since July, 2005. He had been elected 

the Fourth Side Supervisor in two previous 

elections, and he has been active in Town 

administration for the past five years.   

Frank’s desire to help lead the Town may 

have come from his grandmother who 

served as Town Clerk in years past. Frank 

has been a member of the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department for thee past 24 

years, and plans to continue as a volunteer 

fire fighter for several more years.   

 

Frank grew up on the family homestead 

farm at N8676 Tamarack Road in the Town 

of LaGrange. He is the fifth generation to 

live on the same family farm, and farming 

has changed dramatically since the Taylor 

family began farming during 1869. Frank 

graduated from high school in Whitewater, 

and then attended Technical College in 

Janesville. After college graduation, Frank 

returned to farm with his father in 1980. 

Through the years he became the farm 

owner. He has expanded crop land to 1200 

acres, increased investment in equipment, 

and began using a computer to assist in 

managing his business more efficiently. 

However, he and his family still live in the 

same home where he grew up.  Frank and 

his wife Lisa have three sons ages 16, 19, 

and 22. They hope the sixth generation 

Taylor’s will continue to till and care for 

the Taylor farm for years to come.      

 

Frank stated “he will lead the Town Board 

in a manner where each issue has a fair 

hearing, and all residents and property 

owners have the opportunity to be heard.“  

Frank is an advocate of preserving agricul-

tural land, has demonstrated support for 

developing Conservation Sub Divisions by 

voting for this as a Town requirement, and 

continues his support for a Smart Growth 

plan that will be developed jointly by the 

Town and County.   He has given his sup-

port for Town cooperation with the Lake 

District and hopes that one Water Safety 

Patrol may be formed in the future. Frank 

said, “I know the pressures of growth and 

cost management from my farming busi-

ness. And, I know that I must lead the 

Town Board fairly and efficiently to man-

age the increasing change and growth while 

effectively controlling costs to meet the 

needs of the constituents.”   

 

Rick Callaway has served as the First Side 

Supervisor for the past five years.  Rick 

decided not to run for reelection in 2006.  

     

Mark Bromley filed papers to be elected as 

the First Side Supervisor, Town of La-

Grange.  Mark grew up in the Town of La-

(Continued on page 3) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2005 

DATE                 EVENT 

2-25                    Walworth Cty    

                            Lakes Assn Mtg. 

4-4                      LaGrange Town 

                            Supervisor Elec 

                            tion 

4-15                    Lauderdale-       

                            LaGrange Fire   

                            Dept. Annual     

                            Dance 

4-22                    Boat Safety        

                            Course 

4-29                    Walworth Cty    

                            Lakes Assn Mtg. 
5-13                         LLIA Director Mtg 

5-13                         Invasive Plant Class 

6-10                         LLIA Annual Mtg. 

7-22                         Kids Fish Jamboree 
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Grange on the farm where he now lives.  

This homestead farm has been in the 

Bromley family since 1844. He attended 

Whitewater High School, The University 

of Wisconsin -Whitewater, and then Law 

School at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. Mark and his wife, Pat moved to 

Lancaster, Wisconsin where he practiced 

law from 1978 to 2002 and raised their 

now three adult children. During his years 

in Lancaster, he was a partner in the 

Kinney & Urban Law Firm and he handled 

all types of legal matters. Through the 

years he gradually began to specialize and 

now limits his private practice to bank-

ruptcy, tax, and creditor/debtor cases.  

Mark and his wife purchased the family 

property at W5838 Greening Road from 

his father’s estate and they moved back to 

the farm in 2003. They have become the 

fifth generation of his family to live in the 

home.   

 

Mark entered this election with experience 

serving as Chair of the Ellenboro Town 

Board in Grant County (2002 -2003).  

Mark stated, “I have an ongoing desire to 

care for the land, and it will remain long 

after we are turned to dust. Government 

also has short lives. Those entrusted with 

the power to govern should do so for the 

public welfare. That includes maintaining 

reasonable laws and rules to make commu-

nity life pleasant, while intruding into the 

lives of the American citizens as little as 

possible. The right to be left alone is im-

portant, and mandates restraint in govern-

ment. On the other hand, reasonable gov-

ernmental regulation of conduct that affects 

the rights of others preserves community 

values and public harmony”    

 

He went on to say, “I believe the Town 

Board should continue to focus on the 

Smart Growth planning process, and use it 

as an opportunity to assure LaGrange re-

mains both a wholesome and a prosperous 

place for its residents.”  Mark believes that 

the Town should contract with the Sheriff’s 

Department for the operation of the Water 

Safety Patrol. He also hopes that the Lake 

District will consider consolidation of its 

patrol with the Town. Mark told me that he 

is generally familiar with Conservation Sub 

Division ordinances and he will quickly 

come up to speed with the Town ordinance 

as it relates to matters brought before the 

Board. Regarding C2 land used as A1, 

Mark said “I presently believe that the least 

injustice is done by leaving the present C2 

Zoning in place.  However, where land that 

should be A1 is proposed to be developed 

under the C2 rules, the Board is free to ap-

ply a more stringent review to any request 

for plat approval and variances than might 

be given to a similar development on a dif-

ferent parcel of land.”     

 

Both candidates are running unopposed.    

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

CONSERVANCY 

By Jerry Petersen 
 

Some development of our Girl Scout Camp 

seems probable. Hence, we are continuing 

to seek conservation cooperation with any 

and all prospective developers. The Town 

of LaGrange requires any development to 

follow the County’s Conservation Subdivi-

sion Ordinance. At this writing, the Town 

of LaGrange has not decided whether or 

not to pursue a zoning change to A-1 

(Prime Agricultural) on the agricultural 

portion of the property which, together 

with the wooded area, was zoned C-2 

(Upland Conservancy) in the 1970's to per-

mit camping. Let’s hope that a constructive 

solution can be found to preserve as much 

of this beautiful property as possible.  

 

We look forward to actively participating 

in the Smart Growth planning process here 

in Walworth County over the next two 

years. It is encouraging that the Town of 

LaGrange has decided to get a jump on the 

County and start their effort now rather 

than waiting for the County to start. This is 

a state-wide program. Here in Walworth 

County it will involve most of our towns, 

villages and cities. It should provide an 

excellent opportunity to consider construc-

tive new tools to manage future growth of 

our lakes region. Our new web site 

“lauderdalelakesconservancy.org” has been 

updated by the designer of our brochure 

and should be posted by the time you read 

this report. Log on frequently to keep up-

dated on our activities. We welcome your 

thoughts and suggestions, and of course 

your financial support. Stop by our Island 

Woods Overlook  to see the new donor 

bricks that have been installed for our 2005 

donors of $250 and above. Our donation 

form is printed below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

            LAUDERDALE LAKES CONSERVANCY 
Yes, I’d like to contribute to the Conservancy effort to protect our lakes. All contributions 

are tax deductible. 

Name _________________________________     ________________________ 
                                                                                            ( Permanent Phone ) 
Permanent Address Street ____________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip      __________________________________________________ 
 
Lake Address Street _________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________  

                                                                                                                                                              

Pier # (e.g. LL#) ________                   E-Mail   _________________________ 

 
Matching funds requested  
       
Amount of contribution $________ 

Please make check payable to: 

Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy  

Mail with this form to: 

LLC 

P.O. Box 176 

Elkhorn WI, 53121 

 

Contribution Category: 

Environmental Leader ($1000 and above)          __ 

Environmentalist ($500 to $999)                        __  

Guardian ($250 to $499)                                     __ 

Park Ranger ($100 to $249)                               __   

Naturalist ($50 to $99)                                        __ 

Conservationist ($25 to $49)                              __ 
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LAUDERDALE LAKES 

IMPROVEMENT 

 ASSOCIATION 

WEB SITE 

By John Antonicic 
 

The web site was last updated in January, 

2006. The fun and games area has been 

finished and contains a coloring book that 

can be printed and a series of fun quizzes. 

A survey can be filled in and submitted. 

Under the committee toggle can be found 

reports that have been submitted, for exam-

ple the Fish Committee has posted the most 

recent fish report. Also, the recipe area ap-

pears to be working properly now so if 

anyone has a favorite they would like to 

share, send it to me and we will add it to 

the site. Don’t forget, if you would like to 

join the Lauderdale Lakes Improvement 

Association, application forms can be 

found on the web site. I would like to ask 

anyone who has articles, pictures, ques-

tions or ideas to please send them to me 

and I will see that they are directed to the 

proper place. Visit our web site at 

WWW.LLIA.ORG I can be emailed at jan-

tonicic@netzero.net or telephone  

630-964-0393.  

 

THE INVASIVE  

PLANT WARS 

By Pat, Betsy & Lars Ingle 

 

By now, most of us have become all too 

familiar with the term "invasive plants" and 

the three primary examples in our area: 

garlic mustard, buckthorn, and honey-

suckle, all of which reduce the variety of 

native species – both plant and animal.  

 

The Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy contin-

ues to wage war on the invasive plants in 

Island Woods. Mindful of the concern 

voiced by many lake residents about the 

presence of these same "thugs" on their 

own properties, Betsy Ingle, Pat Cady and 

Lars Higdon, as part of the ongoing educa-

tion facet of the Conservancy, are putting 

together a program that will take place Sat-

urday, May 13 at 9:30 AM at Lauderdale 

Landing. 

 

Come have a cup of coffee and a roll while 

a biologist provides you with identification 

tools and the latest management techniques 

available to control these invasive spe-

cies. Then, utilizing Island Woods as a 

living classroom, we will take a short field 

trip. May is a great time to really "see" 

things in the woods before summer sets in. 

So plan to take a break from spring chores 

and spend a couple of hours picking up 

some useful information. 

  

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT 

By Jim Frenchy &  

Greg Schindler 
 

Few shanties have been seen on the thin ice 

as the unusually warm weather to date has 

left most hard water fisherman on the 

shore.  

 

The DNR report on the October survey on 

our stocking program is not completed yet 

but we hope to have it this spring. 

 

The DNR has no free fish for us this year 

but will issue a permit to do some stocking 

if we have the funds. They have indicated 

that they are willing to authorize the Fish 

Committee to stock up to 21, 025 small-

mouth bass and, for a first time in a real 

long time, up to 8,410 WALLEYE. The 

amount of fish we can stock this year will 

depend upon the amount of donations we 

receive. The smallmouth and walleye fin-

gerlings cost about $1.30 each. We need 

your help to continue this stocking program 

and surprise we may be able to put some 

fun walleye in our lake. Last year, with the 

generous donations from our lake commu-

nity to the Fish Committee, we purchased 

500 Northern and 300 smallmouth. The 

DNR recommend we continue to stock 

some smallies each year if we are 

able.  The stocking is planned to occur in 

the fall. 

  

The Kids Fish Jamboree will be Saturday, 

July 22 at the Landing. We had a record 

turn out last year and are looking for spon-

sors to help with prizes such as 

hats, fishing gear and related items so that 

this year will be as good or better than last. 

The Jamboree is intended to educate and 

encourage our young to get into the healthy 

sport of fishing.  If you know of anyone 

that can get us free fishing merchandize or 

merchandize at a discount please let us 

know. Contact Greg      Schindler at 262-

742-3149 or Jim      Frenchy, 262-742-

2083 or 773-736-0321.  

Here is some good news. Floyd Pochow-

ski was talking with his neighbor, Al 

Marth, and he told him that in, late Janu-

ary,  he was fishing off of his pier in the 

Bubbling Springs area with minnows, in 

open water, and caught a 10 inch small-

mouth bass!!  The fish was very heavy and 

healthy. It is good to hear that the small-

mouth have found their way back into the 

Springs. This is a real good indication that 

by next year we will be having some 14" 

bass that will be of spawning age. 

BOATING SAFETY COURSE 

2006 

8:30 AM – April 22 & 23 

at Lutherdale Bible Camp 

N7891 U S Hwy 12  

Elkhorn, WI 53121 

By Ken Blanke,  

Lake Management District  

Water Patrol Chief 
 

Before the start of National Safe Boating 

Week, the Lauderdale Lakes Lake Manage-

ment District Water Patrol will present a 2-

day Wisconsin DNR boating safety course. 

This course is open to adults and to chil-

dren, 10 years and older. A parent must 

accompany their child to course registra-

tion which will precede the class on the 

first day, Saturday, April 22 from 8:30 to 

9:00 AM. The course registration fee of 

$10 will be collected at that time. The for-

mal class will start at 9:00 AM both days. 

Class will run until 4:00 pm on Saturday 

(lunch will not be provided so be sure to 

bring a sack lunch; water and soda will be 

provided) and until approximately 1:00 pm 

on Sunday, April 23. Successful comple-

tion of a DNR boating safety course is re-

quired for anyone under the age of 16 who 

wishes to operate personal watercraft 

(jetskis, waverunners, etc.) or who wishes 

to operate conventional powerboats with-

out an adult aboard.  

 

This will be the only course offered this 

year by the Lauderdale Lakes Lake Man-

agement District Water Patrol. Pre-

registration or information can be obtained 

by calling 262-882-2030. 

(Continued on Page 5) 4 
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Lauderdale Landing 
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 Class size will be limited to approximately 

40 students on a first-come, first-serve ba-

sis. We expect this class to fill-up quickly 

so to reserve a seat in this class, please call 

the above number ASAP but no later than 

April 15th to pre-register. If leaving a mes-

sage at the pre-registration number, please 

provide the name(s) and correct spelling of 

the student(s) name, date of birth(s) and a 

telephone contact number. On the day of 

the class, wear comfortable clothes, bring 

paper and pencils, and don’t forget that 

lunch. Anyone interested in this workshop 

but unable to attend this session may call 

1-800-336-BOAT for the availability of 

other courses.  

 

VOLUNTEER BOATS 

NEEDED 

By Nestor Dyhdalo 
 

Our Lake District Water Patrol is looking 

for people to volunteer the temporary use 

of their boats as backup boats in the event 

our boat is unable to patrol due to me-

chanical difficulties. We would prefer 

boats with an I/O or outboard engine, 18 

feet or greater in length, and be a run-

about or ski-boat type vessel. Your volun-

teered boat would be operated by certified 

law enforcement officers and would be 

used for only as long as it takes to get the 

Lake District’s Water Patrol boat back into 

operation. Some sort of extra lighting 

would be temporarily installed on your 

boat to identify it as a Water Patrol boat. If 

you are interested in helping, please con-

tact our Water Patrol Chief, Ken Blanke, 

at (262) 882-2030 to put your boat on our 

volunteered boat list. Thanks!  

 

LAUDERDALE LAKES  

AREA TOPICS 

By Don Henderson 
                     

Fire Department 2005 Activity 

 

The volunteers serving the Lauderdale-

LaGrange Fire Department responded to 

200 total calls for support during 2005.  

Total calls were 22 higher in 2005 than 

2004. Once again the Emergency Rescue 

Team had the most activity answering 141 

calls for assistance, approximately the 

same as 2004. Fire fighters responded to 

59 calls in 2005 which includes not only 

calls for fires, but also calls to support ac-

cident victims.     

 

“Volunteers continue to be the vital link 

making this department a success,” related 

Fire Chief John “Curly” Duerst.  The past 

year one new member joined the depart-

ment, while three members were no longer 

able to serve.  A volunteer firefighter 

makes a large commitment to our commu-

nity. Each new volunteer firefighter is re-

quired to complete approximately 90 hours 

education and training before becoming an 

active responding member. In addition 

each regular member must commit to regu-

lar monthly drills in the winter and twice 

monthly drills during the summer to meet 

Volunteer Fire Department Requirements. 

Those members staffing the Emergency 

Rescue Squad Ambulance have an addi-

tional 60 hour minimum educational re-

quirements before they may begin to serve 

on the Squad as a First Responder or 

Emergency Tech.        

 

 “A volunteer fire department takes the 

commitment of many people.  Currently 

the 35 member volunteer staff is totally 

dedicated to providing the best Rescue and 

Fire Fighting techniques and equipment to 

assure the support and safety of people and 

property in this area.  The area property 

owners and residents are true partners in 

this effort by supporting our Department 

through gifts and fund raisers. I extend my 

personal thanks to all of you for making 

the Department very successful” said Chief 

Curly Duerst.   

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment is approved for 40 volunteers.  Any-

one interested in exploring the opportunity 

to join the Department is encouraged to 

contact Chief Curly Duerst.      

               

Annual Firemen’s Dance To Raise 

Money For Equipment Truck 

 

The Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire Depart-

ment’s annual dance will be held on Satur-

day, April 15th. Tickets will be mailed to 

Town of La Grange property owners and 

residents about three weeks before the 

dance. The proceeds from the dance will 

be used to complete work on the New 

Equipment Truck.  This new equipment 

truck is vital to the continuing success of 

the Department.   Read more about the 

new truck in the following article.  Plan 

now to support the Lauderdale-LaGrange 

Fire Department by purchasing tickets for 

the April 15th dance.   

                                            

New Equipment Truck 

 

The Fire Department staff continues to 

make progress with the creation of a New 

Equipment Truck. As previously reported 

the Fire Department Equipment Committee 

purchased a good used diesel truck with 22 

foot body in February 2005.    Since the 

truck was purchased, the staff has planned 

the layout of the entire truck.  It will in-

clude a new and revised cascading respira-

tory air fill system, new diesel powered 

electric generator, roof mounted air condi-

tioning units, external flood lighting equip-

ment, and additional and expanded storage 

spaces for 35 sets of firefighter protective 

equipment. This truck will replace a much 

older and smaller equipment truck that 

does not meet current needs.   

 

The Equipment Committee completed in-

stallation of new heavy duty axle springs 

and reinforced the truck body in the spring 

of 2005. The next phase was the installa-

tion of the cabinets to store the equipment, 

generator set, and air cylinder fill station.   

Although many cabinets will be inside the 

body, some will have external doors to 

permit equipment to be accessed by the 

firefighters without going into the com-

mand center. In fact the entire rear panel 

and doors of truck body needed to be re-

placed to accommodate the external open-

ing compartments.  This work has been 

completed by a company that specializes 

in this type of fabrication.  The new equip-

ment truck is now back at the Fire Depart-

ment for continued work by the department 

members  

 

The new diesel engine powered electric 

generator and new air cylinder safety fill 

station have been purchased.  Still much 

work remains to have the truck completed 

and ready for service in the summer of 

2006. Fire Department volunteers have 

established a schedule to work one night 

per week on the truck over the next six 

months to install the interior cabinets, air 

conditioning, electrical wiring, lights, ra-

dio and other equipment to help control 

cost.   The current estimated total cost of 

the equipment truck is $70,000.   

 
(continued on Page 6) 5 
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The Department must raise another 

$35,000 over the next 8 months to com-

plete the truck and place it in operation 

during the summer of 2006.   If you have 

questions or would like to make a direct 

contribution to support this New Equip-

ment Truck, feel free to contact Curly 

Duerst, Chief, Lauderdale-LaGrange Fire 

Department, W5450 Greening Road, 

Whitewater, WI 53190.  Telephone (262)

495 8610   

 

                             

New Fire Fighter Protective Gear 

 

During the spring of 2005 the Department 

applied for a Grant from the Federal 

Homeland Security Agency to replace the 

outdated and worn Self Contained Breath-

ing Apparatus and protective clothing fire 

fighters currently use.  This grant was ap-

proved by the Homeland Security Agency 

if matching funds of 5% were available.  

The grant of $144,000 was approved after 

the Department showed proof that they 

could provide the 5% match of $7300.   

The grant money has been awarded, and 

new Turnout Gear–helmets, gloves, boots, 

coats and pants were ordered in Novem-

ber. Helmets, and boots, arrived at the end 

of December.  Pants, gloves, and coats 

should arrive in February.  The new Self 

Contained Breathing Apparatus Air Packs 

were ordered in November, and this equip-

ment arrived for individual fire fighter fit-

ting in January.   Chief Duerst related that 

“the new equipment will make it safer for 

the volunteer fire fighters to enter smoke 

filled buildings to extinguish internal fires 

and help people inside the building to 

quickly exit.   Also the new equipment will 

keep the fire fighters dryer and provide 

more heat protection inside or outside a 

building.” 

 
Town Safety Patrol Boat House 

 

The Town of LaGrange Water Safety Pa-

trol boat house that burned in April will be 

rebuilt during the winter months. The new 

boat house design has been completed by 

Strand Associates Consulting Engineering 

firm. The construction will be completed 

in two phases.  

 

Phase one is the installation of 

piling to support the structure. 

Construction piling specifications were to 

use wood piles. However soil boring in the 

fall indicated that the soil would not sup-

port wood piles successfully and another 

approach would be needed. A steel piling 

design has now been completed by Stand 

and Associates Engineers. The new design 

will provide the necessary support in the 

soil types under the boat house. This 

change delayed construction bidding and 

final DNR approval. As soon as final DNR 

approval is given, contractors with pile 

driving construction equipment will be 

contacted to bid this part of the construc-

tion.  

 

Phase two is the building construction on 

the supporting piles. Boat House building 

specifications will be offered to local con-

tractors for construction quotations.  The 

selected local contractors will build the 

boat house during the late winter months 

and have it ready for the Water Safety  

Patrol use in late spring.    

 

2005 / 2006  

LAUDERDALE LAKES 

ICE SAILING 

By Peter Van Kampen 

 

Not going to happen in '05. At least not in 

the latter part of '05, we did some in  

January and February of  '05, but I'm get-

ting off the point. 

  

Ice boating needs: 

• Ice, 3-4" minimum 

• Wind, 5-10 mph is good, 15 mph is 

awesome 

• No snow, up to 1" is ok but after that 

it shuts us down. 

  

We in Southern Wisconsin live in a unique 

place, we get plenty of ice and wind, and 

typically not too much snow.  

  

We expect to get some snow so we are not 

totally surprised. But because the lakes 

freeze at different times, snow does not 

shut us down. You see, snow on 

open water has no negative ef-

fect, just when the water gets hard. 

So the shallow lakes freeze first, 

we sail, it snows, a deeper lake 

freezes, we move, we sail, it 

snows, and then Green Lake 

freezes, we move, we sail, it snows 

and the season is over.  

 

A January thaw will restart the cycle if it 

thaws all the snow to water on the ice and 

refreezes. 

  

This year, all lakes froze at the same time 

and it snowed the next day. 

  

We are thinking a lot about kite sailing, on 

skis. Does any body know anything about 

this sport? We saw some guys doing it on 

a large field. It should work even better on 

a lake. 

  

WATER QUALITY 

By Bud Vance 
 

This winter, we have made a commitment 

for 2006 to enhance our lake water testing 

program. Previously, we tested twice dur-

ing the lake season. In early spring, as 

soon as the ice leaves the lakes and in mid 

July. Water samples are taken at three lev-

els; surface, middle and bottom, for ana-

lytical analysis by a laboratory in Crandon, 

Wisconsin. Also, water temperature are 

taken at all three levels and water clarity. 

 

Starting this year, we are planning on test-

ing water clarity every two weeks starting 

in mid March, when the ice leaves the 

lake, and into early winter when the lake 

freezes up.  

 

We are looking for additional volunteers. 

We would like to have two volunteers for 

each lake. This would spread the work 

load nicely and not put a big burden on a 

few individuals. If you are interested 

please contact myself at 847-459-8127 or 

Larry Cady at 262-742-4190. 
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ONE WATER PATROL  

IN 2006 

By Nestor Dyhdalo 

  

In the spirit of cooperation and 

teamwork, the LaGrange Town 

Board voted 3-2 in favor of 

outsourcing their Water Patrol op-

eration to the Lake Management 

District for the 2006 boating season. 

The new water patrol operation will 

be reviewed at the end of the season 

and a determination made whether 

or not to continue this for the 2007 

boating season. 

 

The Town was also considering 

outsourcing their Water Patrol op-

eration to the Walworth County 

Sheriff's Department but in the end 

decided to go with the already-

existing Lake District's Water Patrol 

to give the one patrol concept a 

chance to demonstrate its effective-

ness. 

 

The Town's consideration of 

outsourcing their Water Patrol came 

to a head as a result of the resigna-

tion of the Town's captain, Joel 

Brumlik, and the subsequent resig-

nation of most of the Water Patrol 

officers employed by the Town. 

 

We believe there are many benefits 

to having just one Water Patrol on 

Lauderdale Lakes including: 

•     More cost-effective opera-

tion overall with one patrol 

versus two. 

•     Less administrative over-

head with one patrol. 

•     Consistency of philosophy 

focused on service & educa-

tion 

•     More focused accountability 

 

The Town will be providing some 

financial support to the new Patrol 

for 2006. The Town will also have 

oversight responsibility over the 

new patrol with the addition of a 

Town Board member to the Lake 

District's Water Safety Committee. 

The Town already had a representa-

tive on that committee and we wel-

come the addition of still another 

participant from the Town. 

 

The Town will also be outsourcing 

the patrol of Pleasant Lake to the 

Lake District Water Patrol. 

 

The non-emergency contact number 

to Ken Blanke, the Chief of the 

Lake District Water Patrol, is (262) 

882-2030 and the non-emergency 

number to the Water Patrol office 

during the boating season is (262) 

742-4300. If no one is in the office, 

the call will automatically be routed 

to the boat. For all emergencies, call 

911.  

 

HISTORY REPORT 

By Bud Vance 
 

Sure you boat by them all the time 

but do you know the history of 

them? I am talking about the many 

islands on Lauderdale Lakes.  

 

There are several islands in Lauder-

dale Lakes. Their combined area is 

more than 18 acres. In many previ-

ous “Shorelines”, we have had arti-

cles on Deakin Isle. But do you 

know where Goose Island is? Yes, 

you are right; it is that tiny piece of 

property in Mill Lake across from 

the previously named Witte Island.   

 

Of course, everyone knows Flag Is-

land which is located off the chan-

nel between Middle lake and Mill 

Lake. This island is part of three is-

lands previously called “Pleasant 

Isle” The name has changed over 

the years to reflect the name of each 

successive owner.  

 

The original ownership of the three 

islands was granted by the United 

States in 1841. Nathaniel Carswell, 

a cheese maker and grain dealer in 

Elkhorn, purchased the entire main-

land in that area, together with the 

three islands, in 1888. The mainland 

area became known as “Carswell’s 

Park” and what had been Fox and 

Sac Indian burial grounds for centu-

ries became a subdivision. The In-

dian remains were covered over and 

the artifacts are now in collections.  

 

At the time of Mr. Carswell’s pur-

chase, both of the two small islands 

were covered with an impenetrable 

thicket and the large island was 

crowded with trees. It was known as 

a wood lot, meaning that it was ca-

pable of producing wood for fuel. 

When Nathaniel died in 1909, he 

left his property to his brother, Or-

land, who sold the three islands six 

years later. As part of the $2500 

price, William and Mary Riddiford 

were granted a free and perpetual 

right-of-way between the islands 

and the mainland and the right to 

construct a bridge between each of 

the islands. Although no bridge had 

been built, the large island had a 

house on it, which is still standing 

today. The material for the house 

was brought over to the island 

across the ice during the winter. 

 

After the Riddifords died in 1933, 

their daughter sold the island to 

Miss Emily Morrison the following 

year for $16,000. Often called “the 

bridge lady” because she worked for 

the Chicago Bridge and Iron Co..  

Miss Morrison flew an airplane in 

World War I at a time 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

when there were few pilots or air-

planes. She drove a big Buick and 

some people have recalled hitching up 

a team of horses to pull her out when 

she got stuck on the road. She died in 

1947 in an automobile accident in 

Arizona en route to California to visit 

her sister. The Jansky family have 

owned Pleasant Isle and the two small 

islands and present maps still name 

the big island Jansky Island.  

 

A few years ago, The Jansky son-in-

law Ed Rubinic sold Flag Island and 

the smaller island to Bob 

(Hollywood) Broitzman who has a 

residence on Green Lake. He had his 

wedding service on Flag island not 

too long ago.   

 

Previously named Witte Island is  

located opposite the Sterlingworth in 

Mill Lake. Access to the island was 

via a barge operated by an overhead 

pulley system. The picturesque home 

that was previously on the island was 

exhibited at the Columbian Exhibition 

in Chicago in 1893 and was rebuilt on 

Witte Island. 

 

According to Marion Petersen, the 

island was previously owned by the 

Holsman family. Mrs. Holsman was 

an artist and Mr. Holsman was an ar-

chitect who designed the two-story 

island home. The house was built in 

the shape of a cross, with four bed-

rooms in the four upper arms of the 

cross, opening onto a balcony sur-

rounding the living and dining area. 

On the ground floor beneath the bed-

rooms were the kitchen and three 

porches; one open, one screened and 

one glazed. Around the balcony was a 

border of Mrs. Holsman’s paintings 

depicting nature scenes visible from 

the island. One of the Holsman’s twin 

sons designed the lounge for the Lau-

derdale Country Club. A few years 

ago, the island and home were sold  to 

Greg and Brenda Wisniewski and a 

bridge was built to connect the island 

to the mainland and the historical 

house was destroyed.  

 

Treasure Island is located in Don Jean 

Bay. Cleared and developed in the 

1960’s. There are six homes on the 

island which are accessible by cross-

ing a culvert at the edge of the golf 

course. Before its development, the 

island was heavily wooded with a 

central clearing. 

 

(Source of Article:” History of the 

Lauderdale Lakes” by Robert Brown 

& Patricia McCormick) 
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