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A look at the species and habitats 
of  Lauderdale Lakes



Largemouth 
Bass

The largemouth bass is an olive-green to greenish gray fish, marked by a series of dark, sometimes black, 
blotches forming a jagged horizontal stripe along each flank.  The upper jaw (maxilla) of a largemouth bass 
extends beyond the rear margin of the orbit.
The largemouth bass is the largest of the black basses, reaching a maximum recorded overall length of 
29.5 in (75 cm) and a maximum unofficial weight of 25 lb 1 oz (11.4 kg). Sexual dimorphism is found, with the 
female larger than the male.
Largemouth bass prefer habitats with abundant littoral vegetation and generally maintain relatively 
small home ranges in lakes. They have an average lifespan of 10 to 16 years in the wild.
Largemouth bass usually reach sexual maturity and begin spawning when they are about a year 
old.[22] Spawning takes place in the spring season when the water temperature first remains continuously 
above 60 °F (16 °C) for a sufficient period of time.



Smallmouth 
Bass

Smallmouth have a slender but muscular fusiform body shape making them powerful swimmers. The 
coloration of the smallmouth bass' ctenoid scales range from golden-olive to dark 
brown dorsally which fades to a yellowish white ventrally with dark brown vertical bars or blotches 
along the body and dark brown horizontal bars on the head. The smallmouth bass is found in clearer 
water than the largemouth, especially streams, rivers, and the rocky areas and stumps and also sandy 
bottoms of lakes and reservoirs. Smallmouth generally begin spawning patterns in spring or early 
summer when water temperatures are between 15–18 °C (59.0–64.4 °F), which is heavily dependent on 
latitudinal location. Smallmouth require clean stone, rock, or gravel substrate for a successful spawn.



Northern 
Pike

• Northern pike are most often olive green, shading from yellow to white along 

the belly. The flank is marked with short, light bar-like spots and a few to many 

dark spots on the fins. Sometimes, the fins are reddish. Younger pike have 

yellow stripes along a green body; later, the stripes divide into light spots and 

the body turns from green to olive green. Northern Pike typically live to 10–15 

years, but sometimes up to 25 years. Pike are found in sluggish streams and 

shallow, weedy places in lakes and reservoirs, as well as in cold, clear, rocky 

waters. Pike are physically capable of breeding at an age of about two 

years, spawning in spring when the water temperature first reaches about 9 °C 

(48 °F). They have a tendency to lay a large number of eggs.



Walleye

Walleyes are largely olive and gold in color. The dorsal side of a walleye is olive, grading into a golden hue 

on the flanks. The olive/gold pattern is broken up by five darker saddles that extend to the upper sides. The 

color shades to white on the belly. The mouth of a walleye is large and is armed with many sharp 

teeth. Adults migrate to tributary streams in late winter or early spring to lay eggs over gravel and rock, 

although open-water reef or shoal-spawning strains are seen, as well. Some populations are known to spawn 

on sand or vegetation. Spawning occurs at water temperatures of 6 to 10 °C (43 to 50 °F). A large female can 

lay up to 500,000 eggs, and no care is given by the parents to the eggs or fry.
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WDNR Connections

• Travis Motl - District Biologist for Lauderdale Lakes

• Comprehensive Population Survey completed spring / fall 2023

• Fisheries management

• https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/

• 2013 Comprehensive Survey:

o https://p.widencdn.net/hurzxm/Reports_WalworthLauderdales2013Comprehensive

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
https://p.widencdn.net/hurzxm/Reports_WalworthLauderdales2013Comprehensive


Thank you from the LLIA
Fish Commitee



Fish Committee Fun!
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