
IS THE HEALTHY 
LAKES AND RIVERS 
GRANT PROGRAM 
RIGHT FOR YOU?

LEARN HOW YOU COULD GET REIMBURSED TO 

SOLVE YOUR RUNOFF ISSUES AND CREATE 

BEAUTIFUL NATIVE LANDSCAPING



HEALTHY LAKES AND RIVERS GRANT PROGRAM OVERVIEW

● PURPOSE: DNR PROGRAM TO HELP HOMEOWNERS PROTECT AND RESTORE THE HEALTH OF LAKES AND RIVERS

● 5 SIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE BEST PRACTICES

● LLIA IS YOUR LOCAL SPONSOR  

● GRANT PROGRAM WILL REIMBURSE UP TO $1,000 FOR EACH BEST PRACTICE

● COST-SHARE FOR HOMEOWNERS OF 25%

● APPLY THIS YEAR FOR A PROJECT THAT YOU WILL START WORK ON NEXT YEAR

Fish Sticks Native Planting Diversion Rock Infiltration Rain Garden



FISH STICKS

● LARGE WOODY STRUCTURES ANCHORED 

TO SHORE THAT ARE PARTLY OR FULLY 

SUBMERGED

● CREATES FOOD, SHELTER, AND BREEDING 

AREAS FOR FISH

● SUITABLE IN BAYS AND SHORELINES 

LEADING TO AND FROM BAYS AWAY 

FROM PIERS, SWIMMING AREAS AND 

BOAT TRAFFIC



NATIVE PLANTING

● REPLACE GRASS, BARE SOIL, OR EXISTING 

MATERIALS ALONG THE SHORELINE WITH 

NATIVE PLANTS 

● VARIETY OF SAMPLE NATIVE PLANT PLANS 

TO PICK FROM

● PLANT NATIVE SPECIES AT THE WATER’S 

EDGE AND AT LEAST 10 FEET WIDE AND 

350 SF TOTAL

● IMPROVES HABITAT, NATURAL BEAUTY 

AND PRIVACY, AND SLOWS RUNOFF

● NOT ELIGIBLE IN AREAS FOR SHORELINES 

WITH ROCK, RIPRAP, OR SHEET PILING



DIVERSION

● USE LOGS OR EARTHEN BERMS TO CREATE 

DIVERSION

● REDIRECTS RUNOFF TO AN AREA WHERE IT 

CAN SOAK INTO THE GROUND

● SUITABLE FOR MODERATELY STEEP PATHS AND 

BROAD DIPS ACROSS DRIVEWAYS

● MIGHT NEED MULTIPLE DIVERSIONS ON 

STEEPER SLOPES



ROCK INFILTRATION

• AN EXCAVATED PIT OR TRENCH FILLED WITH ROCK 

THAT STORES WATER UNDERGROUND TO INFILTRATE 

INTO THE SOIL

• CAPTURES AND CLEANS RUNOFF

• SUITABLE ALONG ROOF DRIP LINES AND DRIVEWAYS 

AND PROVIDE SPACE FOR RUNOFF TO FILTER ITSELF

• WORKS BEST IF SOIL IS SANDY OR LOAMY



RAIN GARDEN

• SHALLOW DEPRESSION WITH LOOSE SOILS AND 

NATIVE PLANTS TO COLLECT AND CLEAN RUNOFF

• CREATES WILDLIFE HABITAT AND NATURAL BEAUTY 

• SUITABLE FOR NATURALLY OCCURRING LOW 

SPOTS IN A YARD OR AN AREA WHERE 

DOWNSPOUTS CAN BE USED TO DIRECT 

RAINWATER INTO THE GARDEN

• A GRASSY SWALE OR DIVERSION PRACTICE MIGHT 

BE NEEDED TO REDIRECT RUNOFF INTO THE RAIN 

GARDEN



WHERE CAN 
YOU GO FOR 
MORE 
INFORMATION?

• LLIA LAKE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
 LLIAHEALTHYLAKES@GMAIL.COM 

• INITIAL CONTACT FOR INTERESTED HOMEOWNERS

• PROVIDE DNR AND OTHER RESOURCES

• WORK WITH HOMEOWNERS TO PREPARE GRANT 
APPLICATION

• SUBMIT GRANT APPLICATION 

• DOCUMENT THE PROCESS

• MONITOR PROJECTS

• REIMBURSE HOMEOWNERS FOR ELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS

• SUBMIT REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT REPORT TO WI DNR

• HEALTHY LAKES AND RIVERS WEBSITE

 HTTPS://HEALTHYLAKESWI.COM/

mailto:LLIAHealthyLakes@gmail.com
https://healthylakeswi.com/






GRANT SPECIFICS

Reimbursement 
Grant

Cost-share 
Requirement
Homeowner 25%

10-Year 
Agreement to 
Maintain Project

Documentation 
Needed

Final Grant 
Application Due 
11/15



HEALTHY LAKES AND RIVERS GRANT CYCLE

Spring / Summer Work with homeowners to prepare grant 

application

By Sep 15th Grant pre-application submitted

WI DNR biologist provides feedback to 

help complete grant application

By Nov 15th Grant application submitted 

Feb 15th (approximate) WI DNR communicates if grant application 

approved

March 15th – December 31st

Homeowner has 3-year window to 

complete the project

Homeowner completes project and 

provides documentation to LLIA

When project is complete LLIA issues reimbursement to homeowner

LLIA submits grant payment request with 

documentation 

WI DNR sends approved reimbursement to 

LLIA





QUESTIONS?

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE LLIA LAKE 

PRESERVATION COMMITTEE AT:

LLIAHEALTHYLAKES@GMAIL.COM 

VISIT THE HEALTHY LAKES WEBSITE AT:

HTTPS://HEALTHYLAKESWI.COM/

mailto:LLIAHealthyLakes@gmail.com
https://healthylakeswi.com/
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