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How to Safely Take a Bite Out of the Mosquito Population
By Jim “Corky” Corcoran and Kathryn Ingle Calkins, LLIA Committee Chairs

Having a “place” on Lauderdale is a great 
privilege. Our lakes are an escape that feels 
like the North Woods. We can boat, fish 
and lounge on or near the water. But, one 
annoyance that comes with that privilege is, 
of course, summertime mosquitoes. While 
hiring a spray service may seem like an easy 
way to control them, the chemicals these 
services spray, almost entirely pyrethrin 
based compounds like 
permethrin, are toxic 
to beneficial insects 
and other animals that 
help make our lakes so 
special. With privilege 
comes responsibility. 
To keep our lakes 
healthy and natural, 
please consider the 
following information 
from the EPA Fact Sheet:

•	 Permethrin	is		 	
 a member of the  
 pyrethroid class of 
 pesticides. It alters 
 nerve function by 
 modifying the 
 normal   
 biochemistry
 and physiology of 
 nerve membranes.  

•	 Permethrin	is
 highly toxic to fish, 
 invertebrates and 
 sediment organisms. 
 And, according to 
 the National  
 Pesticide   
 Information
 Center, permethrin 
 may stay on plant 
 leaves for between 
 1 and 3 weeks, and 
 when it gets into 
 surface water it 
 sticks very strongly 
 to sediment and can 
 stay there for more 
 than a year.

•	 Permethrin	toxicity	data	show	that	the
 compound is highly toxic to honeybees,  
 as well as other beneficial insects.

Learn other ways to control mosquito 
populations, as detailed in the article that 
follows. Reprinted from Lake Tides, Volume 
45, No. 3, Summer/Fall 2020.

NOTE: While permethrin is “registered” for 
use by the EPA, discussion covers mainly its 
use in agricultural setting and public use to 
pre-treat fabrics (to prevent disease carried 
by mosquitoes). The significant risks above 
are cited as ecological concerns where 
urban runoff occurs.


